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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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Undeniable Facts of Why Y’shua is the Messiah 
 

Introduction 
 

Have you ever wondered why Orthodox Jews do not believe that Y’shua is 
the Messiah? They are still expecting their Messiah to come. How is it 
possible that they can’t see the truth? 
 

Messianic prophecy is the collection of 324 predictions in the Original 
Covenant

1
 about the long-awaited Messiah of the Jewish people. These 

predictions were written by multiple authors from geographically different 
areas in numerous books over approximately 1,600 years.  
 

Messianic Prophecy is so dramatic today. We have the discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and the reliability of the Septuagint version of the 
Original Covenant (both of which have been proven to exist prior to the 
time Y’shua walked on the earth). Also, with today’s archaeological and 
manuscript evidence, you can be assured that these prophecies were not 
"conspired" after-the-fact.  
 

Further, Messianic Prophecy is so powerful because of the statistical odds 
that one man would fulfill every single one of them. If we just analyze 
seven of the more specific prophecies in the Original Covenant that were 
later fulfilled in the Person of Messiah Y’shua, we are stunned by the 
statistical impossibility of such a historical reality.  
 

Background 
 

You need to understand YHWH’s dispensational plan to understand why 
the Orthodox Jews do not believe that Y’shua is the Messiah. YHWH has a 
dispensational plan with them which He confirmed in the Torah (First Five 
Books written by Moses), the Neviim (Prophets), the Chetuviim (Writings) 
and Brit Chadasha (Fulfilled Covenant, New Covenant (N.T.): 
 

Torah: Deut 29:4: "Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to 
perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day."  
Neviiim: Isaiah 6:10: "Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed." Isaiah 29:10:  "For the LORD hath poured out upon you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your 
rulers, the seers hath he covered." Jer 5:21: "Hear now this, O foolish 
people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; 
which have ears, and hear not:"  

                                                           
1
 Old Covenant (Old Testament) 
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Chetuviim: Psalm 69:23: "Let their eyes be darkened, that they see 
not; and make their loins continually to shake."  
Brit Chadasha: Rom 11:8, 10: "(According as it is written, God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
ears that they should not hear;) unto this day … Let their eyes be 
darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway."  

 

YHWH blinded them, according to the Word, and He will open their eyes 
Himself at the appropriate time. We cannot go against YHWH’s plan and 
try to undo what He has done. He has kept a remnant’s eyes open in every 
generation: Rom 11:2-5: "God hath not cast away his people which he 
foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh 
intercession to God against Israel, saying, Lord, they have killed thy 
prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek 
my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal. Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according 
to the election of grace."  
 

What we need to do is to pray for them: Psalm 122:6: "Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee." and do good works for 
them as Y’shua instructed in Mat 25:31-46. 
 

Why the majority of the Jewish world rejects Y’shua as the Messiah, and 
why the first Believers accepted Y’shua as the Messiah is important to 
understand from an Orthodox context. Basically, Orthodox Jews do not 
accept Y’shua as the Messiah because they claim: 
 

1) Y’shua did not fulfill the Messianic prophecies. 
2) Y’shua did not embody the personal qualifications of the Messiah. 
3) Biblical verses "referring" to Y’shua are mistranslations. 
4) Jewish belief is based on national revelation of the Messiah. 
5) Christianity contradicts Jewish theology. 
6) Jews and Gentiles. 
7) Bringing the Messiah. 
 

With that as background, let’s address these seven points. 
 

1) Y’shua did not fulfill the Messianic Prophecies 
 

What is the Messiah supposed to accomplish? The Bible says that he will: 
A. Build the Third Temple

2
. 

B. Gather all Jews back to the Land of Israel
3
. 

                                                           
2
 Ezek 37:26-28 
3
 Isaiah 43:5-6 



5 

 

C. Usher in an era of world peace, and end all hatred, oppression, 
suffering and disease. As it says: "Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall man learn war anymore."

4
 

D. Spread universal knowledge of the God of Israel, which will 
unite humanity as one. As it says: "God will be King over all the 
world—on that day, God will be One and His Name will be One"

5
. 

 

They claim the historical fact is that Y’shua fulfilled none of these 
Messianic prophecies. Christians counter that Y’shua will fulfill these in the 
Second Coming; but Jewish sources show that the Messiah will fulfill the 
prophecies outright, and no concept of a Second Coming exists. 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

Many Jewish sages saw two primary Messianic types in Scripture. There is 
Messiah ben David and Messiah ben Joseph, with Judah and David the 
primary types of the king of Israel, and Joseph and Joshua the primary 
types of the saviour of Israel. In Hebrew, "ben" means "son of." Scripture 
prophecy, therefore, clearly reveals a Suffering Messiah who would be 
rejected by the world, and a second Deliverer or King Messiah who would 
triumph over evil at the end of the world.  
 

Modern Hebrew Scholars today also acknowledge the independent roles 
of two Messiahs, and the fact that they are quite separately described in 
prophetic Scripture. In Y’shua’s day, however, the sages had not yet 
formulated this clear understanding of two Saviour figures in prophecy.  
 

The Suffering Messiah ben Joseph: 
  

The first title originates in the parallels of the Genesis story of Joseph, son 
of Jacob and Rachel

6
 as we have clearly seen at point 2) “The Typology of 

Joseph as a picture of the Messiah”. Joseph “suffered” at the hands of his 
own brothers who sold him into slavery, but he was eventually victorious. 
And there is an ironic twist in this name: Y’shua, who would fill this 
Messianic role, was born of a Nazareth craftsman named Joseph. He was 
truly “ben Joseph.” 
  

Similarly, this “suffering servant” foretold by the prophet Isaiah, is 
described as enduring humiliation beyond the human imagination—but 
eventually emerged victorious.

7
 Isaiah wrote that this Suffering Messiah 

would be “despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 

                                                           
4
 Isaiah 2:4 
5
 Zech 14:9 
6
 Gen 30:24, 35:24, 37-50 
7
 Isaiah 52:13 -53:12 
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acquainted with grief”.
8
 What a fate confronted this kind and gentle God-

man, the greatest Man who ever lived! 
  

Righteous-King end-times Messiah Ben David: 
  

The second Messiah of Hebrew prophetic expectation is called Messiah 
ben David by Jewish Scholars. He is so named because the Jews teach 
that he would be of the bloodline of the popular pre-exilic King David.

9
 

  

“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

10
 This Messianic figure will, in 

fact, be a divine being of pre-existent origin—a High Son of YHWH. 
 

The Messiah ben Joseph is pre-figured by Joseph in the Book of Genesis 
(Y’shua). Y’shua is also associated with the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 
53—this is the Messiah ben Joseph, the suffering servant.  
 

But then there is Messiah ben David—the Conquering King! Remember 
the disciples’ question in Acts 1:6: “…Lord, do You restore the kingdom to 
Israel at this time?” This question was asked after Y’shua’s resurrection. 
Isn’t it interesting that even John the Immerser was confused with this 
concept of the Two Messiahs, so he sent his disciples to ask Y’shua, “Are 
you the one?”  What John’s disciples actually stated is: “we know you are 
the Son of Joseph—when are you going to be the Son of David?”  
 

For Y’shua to be the Anointed One, Y’shua must be the Moshiach—Y’shua 
must be the Messiah! To understand it better from a Western point of view, 
Y’shua must be the “Christ”! However, for Him to be the Messiah, He has 
to fulfil all the prophecies in the TaNaCh

11
—both the ben Joseph and ben 

David prophecies—both the Suffering Servant and the Conquering King 
prophecies. In His First Coming, Y’shua was HaMashiach ben Yoseph—in 
His First Coming Y’shua fulfilled all the Suffering Servant prophecies. If 
there is no Millennium, Y’shua is not the Messiah (Christ), because He has 
to fulfill all the prophecies! With Y’shua’s Second Coming, He is the Son of 
David, HaMashiach ben David! That is why the Disciples asked Him after 
His resurrection: “Lord, do You restore the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 
Meaning, “Are you going to fulfill the Conquering King role now?” Mashiach 
ben David, the Reigning King, will literally happen at the Second Coming. 
 

Now as said, in the Original Covenant there were two different pictures 
painted of the Messiah—one suffering (Isaiah 53:2-10, Psalm 22:6-8, 11-

                                                           
8
 Isaiah 53:3 
9
 Isaiah chapter 11 and Jer 23:5 
10
 2 Sam 7-12-13 

11
 Old Covenant, also known as the Hebrew Bible 
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18) and one reigning as King (Psalm 2:6-12, Zech 14:9,16). As we look 
back on these Scriptures, we see they predicted two separate comings of 
the Messiah—the First Coming as a suffering Messiah and the Second 
Coming (still future) as a reigning King.  
 

Humanity will unite as one when Y’shua comes back at the Second Advent 
to usher in the Messianic Age. This means the building of the Third Temple 
and the gathering of all Jews back to the Land of Israel. It will usher in an 
era of world peace by ending all hatred, oppression, suffering and disease 
in spreading universal knowledge of the God of Israel. All these points will 
be fulfilled when Y’shua fulfills the Mashiach ben David role. 
 

2) Y’shua did not embody the Personal Qualifications of Messiah 
 

A. Messiah as Prophet: 
Orthodox Jews say Y’shua was not a prophet. Prophecy can only exist in 
Israel when the land is inhabited by a majority of world Jewry. They say 
during the time of Ezra (±300 BCE

12
), when the majority of Jews refused to 

move from Babylon to Israel, prophecy ended upon the death of the last 
prophets—Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi; and Y’shua appeared on the 
scene approximately 350 years after prophecy had ended. 
 

B. Descendent of David: 
They say the Messiah must be descended on His father's side from King 
David

13
—and according to the Christian claim that Y’shua was the product 

of a virgin birth as He had no father—and thus could not have possibly 
fulfilled the Messianic requirement of being descended on His father's side 
from King David! 
 

C. Torah Observance: 
They continue to say Messiah will lead the Jewish people to full Torah 
observance. The Torah states that all mitzvot

14
 remain binding forever, and 

anyone coming to change the Torah is immediately identified as a false 
prophet

15
; therefore, throughout the New Testament, Y’shua contradicts 

the Torah and states that its commandments are no longer applicable— 
see John 1:45 and 9:16, Acts 3:22 and 7:37. 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

Concerning point (A): The argument of "Prophecy can only exist in Israel 
when the land is inhabited by a majority of world Jewry" is based on an 
assumption with no Scriptural back-up. Can Orthodox Jews point to the 

                                                           
12
 BCE = Before Common Era = B.C. 

13
 Gen 49:10, Isaiah 11:1, and Jer 23:5 

14
 Commandments 

15
 Deut 13:1-4 
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reference that prophecy can ONLY exist in Israel when all the Jewish 
people are there? 
 

Point (B): Orthodox Jews argue that "according to the Christian claim that 
Y’shua was the product of a virgin birth, He had no father—and thus could 
not have possibly fulfilled the Messianic requirement of being descended 
on His father's side from King David." Only two of the four Gospel writers 
give us anything about the early life of Y’shua: and that is Matthew and 
Luke. Mark and Yochanan (John) skip this whole segment. Now, while 
both Matthew and Luke record it, they give us a different perspective. 
Matthew tells the story of the birth of Y’shua and the circumstance 
surrounding it from Yosef’s (Joseph’s) perspective, and so he also gives us 
Yosef’s genealogy. Miriam (Mary) plays a very passive role in Matthew’s 
account. Luke, however, tells us the story from Miriam’s perspective, and 
so it is Miriam’s genealogy that is given. Joseph then plays a very passive 
role in Luke’s account. Now we have two genealogies and there is a 
reason why we have the two.  
 

In the Original Covenant there were two main requirements for kingship. 
One was applicable to the Southern Kingdom of Judah with its capital in 
Jerusalem. This requirement for kingship is that the individual had to be of 
Davidic descent. No one that was not of Davidic descent could sit upon the 
throne in Israel. The second requirement for kingship was applicable to the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel, and that was Divine appointment or prophetic 
sanction. These two requirements together would ensure that only one 
individual would sit upon the throne and rule the nation of Israel. 
 

In Judaism and the Bible, there is no difference between genetic birth and 
adoption. This leads to the simple answer of the Virgin Birth problem that 
the Orthodox Jews have. The two "apparently" conflicting genealogies of 
Y’shua in Matthew and Luke exist because in Biblical genealogy a person 
who is brought up in a family is considered to be "born" into that family. 
Jewish adoption means the child is begotten of the adoptive parents. In the 
case of Y’shua, it is unlikely that Yosef would have registered Y’shua as an 
"adopted son" because he would then have to explain the Virgin Birth to 
the Roman authorities and they would have considered him to be mad. He 
would have just registered Y’shua as his son. 
 

Even if Y’shua had been born outside of Yosef’s household, and Yosef had 
adopted him, he would still have been considered to be Yosef’s son just as 
if he had been born there. The Talmud, an authoritive literature guide of 
the Orthodox Jews, states emphatically that there is no difference between 
an adopted child and a child who was born into the household; and the 
genealogical tables in the Bible do not attempt to identify anyone as an 
"adopted son". Instead, they are just called "sons". Here is an example: 
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"And the sons of Ezrah were, Jether, and Mered, and Epher, and 
Jalon ... And his (Mered's) wife Jehudijah bare Jered the father of 
Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and Jekuthiel the father of 
Zanoah. And these are the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, 
which Mered took". (1 Chron 4:17-18)  

 

According to the Talmud, Jehudijah and Bithiah was one and the same 
person. She was the daughter of Pharaoh who took Moshe (Moses) out of 
the bulrushes and looked after him. She was a Jewish Proselyte, and the 
purpose of her trip to the river was to cleanse herself from the idolatry of 
Pharaoh's house. Jered is considered to be Moshe, and it says she "bare" 
him, even though she only looked after him. The quotes from the Talmud 
are as follows: 
 

"R. Simon b. Pazzi once introduced an exposition of the Book of 
Chronicles as follows: 'All thy words are one, and we know how to 
find their inner meaning'. [It is written], And his wife the Jewess bore 
Jered the father of Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and 
Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah, and these are the sons of Bithya the 
daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took. Why was she [the daughter 
of Pharaoh] called a Jewess? Because she repudiated idolatry, as it 
is written, And the daughter of Pharaoh went down to bathe in the 
river, and R. Johanan, [commenting on this,] said that she went 
down to cleanse herself from the idols of her father's house. 'Bore': 
But she only brought him [Moses] up? - This tells us that if anyone 
brings up an orphan boy or girl in his house, the Scripture accounts it 
as if he had begotten him. 'Jered': this is Moses. Why was he called 
Jered? Because manna came down [yarad] for Israel in his days." 
(Talmud Mas. Megilah 13a) 

 

"And his wife Ha-Jehudiah bore Yered the father of Gedor [and 
Heber the father of Soco, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah] and 
these are the sons of Bithia the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered 
took. Now, 'Mered' was Caleb; and why was he called Mered? . - 
Because he opposed the counsel of the other spies. But was he 
[Moses] indeed born of Bithia and not rather of Jochebed? - But 
Jochebed bore and Bithia reared him; therefore he was called after 
her." (Talmud Mas. Sanhedrin 19b) 

 

The Talmud Mas. Megilah uses the literal translation of Ha-Jehudiah which 
means "the Jewess" while Mas. Sanhedrin acknowledges it as a name. 
The name "Bithiah" might have been given to Pharaoh's daughter when 
she was converted, since it means "daughter of God". Then she was called 
Jehudijah when she married Mered, because she had joined the tribe of 
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Judah. Amram and Jochebed, the genetic father and mother of Moses, are 
mentioned in Exod 6:20 and Num 26:59. 
 

If Mered was Caleb, it follows that his father Ezra was Jephunneh the 
Kenezite, mentioned in Num 32:12 and Joshua 14:6, 14. The Kenezites 
lived in the land that YHWH had promised to Abraham and his 
descendants, and they are mentioned in Gen 15:19. It appears, therefore, 
that Ezra (Jephunneh) was a Proselyte who worshipped the God of Israel 
and joined the tribe of Judah. So we have Mered (Caleb), the son of a 
Proselyte, marrying Bithiah, who was also a Proselyte. 
 

It is difficult to verify whether or not the Talmud has correctly interpreted 
this passage in 1 Chronicles. However, the purpose of this study is not to 
establish a precise genealogy, but to investigate the Jewish view of 
adoption. The Talmud is universally accepted as an authentic account of 
Jewish culture and the statement that an adopted orphan is considered to 
be born into the household should be taken as authoritative. There are, 
however, many other examples. 
 

It is likely that at the time of Y’shua, many different genealogical tables 
existed, and none of them made any distinction between genetic birth and 
adoption.  
 

Point (C): Orthodox Jews argue that "throughout the Fulfilled Covenant, 
Y’shua contradicts the Torah and states that its commandments are no 
longer applicable—see John 1:45 and 9:16, Acts 3:22 and 7:37". Most of 
mainstream Christianity agree that "Jesus" did away with the Torah 
altogether. Messianic Believers are totally against this and state 
categorically that we do not see how Y’shua contradicted the Torah, but in 
fact that He always advocated it as the "red letter words" of Y’shua in Matt 
5:17 bellows out: "Think not that I have come to abolish the Law, but I 
have come to fulfill it." Y’shua was telling people that it must be obeyed! 
That it is not done away with. It’s the "churches" today that interpret that 
the Law is done away with—that it is no longer in effect since Y’shua died 
for our sins. 
 

Orthodox Jews may ponder on this: when Y’shua said, "Think not that I 
have come to abolish the Law, but I have come to fulfill it" He actually 
meant that He came to accurately interpret–explain and teach–the Torah, 
He did not come to come to destroy the Torah by adding man’s traditions. 
All the extra traditional laws that the fathers have added were a burden to 
the people, and that He came to fulfill the Torah…by bringing it to an 
understanding of how YHWH originally intended it to be. No, the 
overwhelming Scripture proofs are that Y’shua enforced Torah living. He 
was for it and he was Torah-observant! 
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3) Mistranslated Verses "Referring" to Y’shua 
 

Orthodox Jews state biblical verses can only be understood by studying 
the original Hebrew text—which reveal many discrepancies in the Christian 
translations. They normally quote the following three verses and the 
reasons for the mistranslations/interpretation. 
 

A. Virgin Birth: 
The Christian idea of a virgin birth is derived from the verse in Isaiah 7:14 
describing an "alma" as giving birth. The word "alma" has always meant a 
young woman, but Christian theologians came centuries later and 
translated it as "virgin." This accords Y’shua’s birth with the first century 
pagan idea of mortals being impregnated by gods. 
 

B. Crucifixion: 
The verse in Psalms 22:17 reads: "Like a lion, they are at my hands and 
feet." The Hebrew word ki-ari (like a lion) is grammatically similar to the 
word "gouged." Thus, Christianity reads the verse as a reference to 
crucifixion: "They pierced my hands and feet." 
 

C. Suffering Servant: 
Christianity claims that Isaiah chapter 53 refers to Y’shua, as the "suffering 
servant." In actuality, Isaiah 53 directly follows the theme of chapter 52, 
describing the exile and redemption of the Jewish people. The prophecies 
are written in the singular form because the Jews ("Israel") are regarded as 
one unit. The Torah is filled with examples of the Jewish nation referred to 
with a singular pronoun. Ironically, Isaiah's prophecies of persecution refer 
in part to the 11

th
 century when Jews were tortured and killed by Crusaders 

who acted in the name of "Jesus". From where did these mistranslations 
stem? St. Gregory, 4

th
 century Bishop of Nanianzus, wrote: "A little jargon 

is all that is necessary to impose on the people. The less they 
comprehend, the more they admire." 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

Point (A): Orthodox Jews say that Christian theologians came centuries 
later and translated the word "almah" as "virgin" in Isaiah 7:14: "Therefore 
the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel". Matt 1:23 says "Behold, a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us”. 
 

This is a controversial verse due to the use of the Hebrew terms, "almah" 
in Isaiah as opposed to "b’tulah" used here in verse 23. 
 

Before I attempt an answer, let me call your attention to an important 
feature of the Hebrew language: the shoresh or "root" consists mostly of 
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three consonants on which the meaning depends. These three basic 
consonants are like the prime root of meaning buried beneath the surface, 
but always there. Sprouting from this root are the verbs and nouns that 
pertain to it, retaining the meaning of the root. So let us now dig beneath 
and expose the root of the word almah.  
 

The classical or Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic give the root meaning as 'to 
enwrap', 'to veil', 'to hide', 'to conceal'—thus implying something hidden, 
something concealed, something unexposed; similarly with Modern 
Hebrew. And incidentally—in Arabic, which is closely related to Hebrew, 
the same root means 'of age and marriageable'. 
 

Now we are better equipped to answer our question. There may be truth in 
the contention that almah does not specifically mean virginity; but when 
applied to a human being, the root conveys the thought of one whose 
conjugal nuptial rights or attributes have remained potential only—and thus 
unexpressed, hidden, concealed, virginal. Hence, the feminine word almah 
receives justification from its root for the word 'virgin'. 
 

Then, too, in Modern Hebrew one of the dictionary meanings of almah is 
'girl', which does not specifically mean a virgin—but to what else could it 
apply? Obviously, a maiden is and morally should be a virgin! The same 
applies to the term b’tulah. 
 

The Hebrew term "almah" in Isaiah as opposed to the Hebrew term 
"b’tulah" used in Matt 1:23 can be explained this way. Arguments can be 
made for either term meaning, "virgin" or "young woman”. Matthew may 
be quoting from the Septuagint. This is the Greek version of the TaNaCh, 
written in 200 B.C. by 70 rabbis. It is also called the LXX after the “seventy” 
who worked on it. The 70 Jewish Scholars of the LXX chose the Greek 
word "parthenos" which is normally used for "virgin", the word now found in 
the various 'New Testament' translations. In other words, Y’shua was born 
of a young girl who was morally pure—a "virgin", period! 
 

Point (B): Orthodox Jews reason that Psalms 22:17 reads: "Like a lion, 
they are at my hands and feet." They say the Hebrew word ki-ari (like a 
lion) is grammatically similar to the word "gouged." Thus, Christianity reads 
the verse as a reference to crucifixion: "They pierced my hands and feet." 
 

Yes, you are correct, because in context you can clearly see that the entire 
passage deals with the crucifixion—verses such as: "They part my 
garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture"

16
, etc. There are 

also other passages in the TaNaCh that use the term "piercing hands and 
feet"; i.e., Zech 12:10: "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
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the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn"—how do you explain that? 
 

Point (C): Orthodox Jews state Isaiah 52 and 53 "suffering servant" 
describes the exile and redemption of the Jewish people and not Y’shua. 
They continue by saying Isaiah's prophecies of persecution refer in part to 
the 11

th
 century when Jews were tortured and killed by Crusaders who 

acted in the name of "Jesus".  
 

In reading the passages in Isaiah, beginning in chapter 40 and onward, I 
can see how it speaks of Israel being the "Servant"… being as one unit—
but there are passages in the Orthodox Jews' Talmud

17
 that said that 

Isaiah 53 referred to the Moshiach in the days before Y’shua; but when 
Christianity was in force, the Rabbi’s changed it to mean Israel for 
convenience.  
 

Why don't the Jews recognize the Messiah in Isaiah 53? Why don't they 
see that Y’shua the Messiah is portrayed there? Such questions are often 
asked by Believers who cannot understand how the Jews fail to recognize 
Messiah when they read this astounding and glorious prophecy. Here are 
some of the reasons: 
  

1) The majority of Jews are not acquainted with this prophecy of Isaiah 
53, because it is carefully avoided in the synagogue. True, portions of 
Isaiah are read on Sabbath days—but this particular chapter is 
meticulously avoided in order not to provoke embarrassing questions 
and inquiries.  

2) Another reason why Jews fail to see Messiah in Isaiah 53 is the fact 
that the Jews have usually been opposed to the idea of a suffering 
Messiah. Throughout the centuries they have nurtured a dream of a 
great national hero, a Messiah who will be a descendant of David and 
will come in majesty and glory to conquer the nations and to establish 
peace in the world. But a Messiah destined to suffer and die 
vicariously for the sins of His people was never attractive to their way 
of thinking. It puts man too much in the position of a lost sinner who 
needs to be saved from sin.  

3) Those who, in spite of the above, read Isaiah 53 or have heard about 
it from others have been provided with a ready-made explanation—
that Isaiah speaks concerning Israel, the servant of God, who takes 
upon herself the grief of the world to redeem the nations. However, 
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this interpretation is only of medieval origin, expressly invented to 
refute Christian arguments. 

 

From the earliest days, Isaiah 53 was interpreted by Jews as applying to 
the Messiah. Thus, Jonathan ben Uziel of the first century, in his Targum 
(an Aramaic translation of the Hebrew Bible) paraphrases Isaiah 53: "My 
servant, the Messiah, will be great, who was bruised for our sins." Also, the 
Talmud in the Midrash Tanchumi, commenting on Isaiah 52:13, says: "He 
was more exalted than Abraham, more extolled than Moses; higher than 
the archangels." 
 

The Midrash Samuel remarks on Isaiah 53:5—"All the sufferings of the 
world are divided into three parts. One of them is borne by the Messiah." 
This was also the position of the most outstanding Hebrew Scholars and 
Rabbis in the first centuries, acknowledging the Messianic character of the 
prophecy. 
 

The famous Zohar, the book of Jewish mysticism, likewise interprets this 
prophecy in a Messianic way. So does the Jewish prayer book in its liturgy 
for the Day of Atonement. It refers to Isaiah 53 in the following plaintive 
words:  
 

Our righteous Messiah has departed from us,  
We are horror-stricken, and have none to justify us.  
Our iniquities and the yoke of our transgressions  
He carries who is wounded because of our transgressions.  
He bears on His shoulder the burden of our sins,  
To find pardon for all our iniquities.  
By His stripes we shall be healed-  
O Eternal One, it is time that thou shouldest create Him anew! 

 

Historically, the Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 53 is the most authentic 
and oldest Jewish understanding of this prophecy. Later non-messianic 
interpretations have been adopted purely with a view to refute the 
Christians and to deprive them of one of their strongest Scriptural 
arguments. The non-Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 53 is, however, 
intellectually dishonest and cannot be maintained without doing violence to 
the sense of the Hebrew text, as we shall see later. No wonder that the 
prophet Isaiah, the Older Covenant’s evangelist, has led many Jews to a 
living faith in the Lord Y’shua as their Saviour and the God-promised 
Messiah of Israel.  
 

During the following centuries, countless many Jews encountered Messiah 
Y’shua while reading the astonishing prophecy of Isaiah 53 and yielded 
their lives to Him. This became a very real threat to Rabbinical Judaism. 
As a result, Isaiah 53 came to be looked upon as the most embarrassing 



15 

 

and dangerous prophecy to be silenced if possible, or explained away if 
necessary. 
 

Rabbi Solomon Yitzchaki, or Rashi for short, the most outstanding 
medieval commentator of the eleventh century, understood this real peril to 
Rabbinical Judaism. Here is one of his statements: "Since Christians 
interpret Isaiah 53 as being a prophecy concerning Jesus, we maintain that 
this is a prophecy concerning the people of Israel." 
 

Obviously, this interpretation cannot be maintained at all because it flies in 
the face of the plain meaning of the text where the suffering Servant is an 
individual, God-appointed Redeemer—not a people. He is despised and 
rejected of men, and by His own people. Here, Israel is not the Saviour but 
the object of salvation. 
 

Even the Messiah of Orthodox Jewish hopes, who is to be a glorified 
national King, wise and powerful—totally lacks the qualities of a Saviour of 
men from their sin. There is nothing in Him to cause men to love Him or 
give their lives to Him. Nor does He possess the power to regenerate man 
and make of him a new, pure and holy creation—a child of YHWH. 
Compared with the matchless, holy, sinless, and regenerating Y’shua, the 
Son of God—the Messiah of Jewish tradition pales into utter insignificance. 
He does not bring salvation from evil and sin. Spiritually, the Messiah of 
Orthodox Jewish expectation is a failure. 
 

4) Jewish belief is based solely on National Revelation 
 

Orthodox Jews say of the 15,000 religions in human history, only Judaism 
bases its belief on national revelation; i.e., God speaking to the entire 
nation. If YHWH is going to start a religion, it makes sense He'll tell 
everyone—not just one person. Judaism, unique among all of the world's 
major religions, does not rely on "claims of miracles" as the basis for its 
religion. In fact, the Bible says that God sometimes grants the power of 
"miracles" to an impostor, in order to test Jewish loyalty to the Torah (Deut 
13:4). 
 

They continue to argue that Maimonides
18
 states in the Foundations of 

Torah, ch. 8: 
 

"The Jews did not believe in Moses, our teacher, because of the 
miracles he performed. Whenever anyone's belief is based on 
seeing miracles, he has lingering doubts, because it is possible the 
miracles were performed through magic or sorcery. All of the 
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miracles performed by Moses in the desert were because they were 
necessary, and not as proof of his prophecy. 
 

What then was the basis of [Jewish] belief? The Revelation at Mount 
Sinai, which we saw with our own eyes and heard with our own ears, 
not dependent on the testimony of others... as it says, "Face to face, 
God spoke with you..." The Torah also states: "God did not make 
this covenant with our fathers, but with us -- who are all here alive 
today." (Deut. 5:3)" 

 

They conclude by saying Judaism is not about miracles. It is the personal 
eyewitness experience of every man, woman and child, standing at Mount 
Sinai 3,300 years ago. 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

An astonishing realization has recently gripped the Christian world: "Jesus 
Christ" was not a blond-haired, blue-eyed Gentile. Y’shua of Nazareth was 
raised in an observant Jewish family in a culture where the Torah was the 
National Constitution. Y’shua's teachings, which supposedly form the basis 
for Western Christianity, are now filtered through 2,000 years of traditions 
born in ignorance of the land, language, and culture of the Bible. The 
issues over which Y’shua wrestled with the Pharisees are simply not 
understood by modern Christians and Modern Pharisees (Rabbinical 
Rabbis); nor are His most important instructions followed by those who 
claim to be his disciples.  
 

Research reveals that the more "modern" Greek text of Matthew, from 
which the Western world's versions were translated, depicts "another 
Jesus" from the Y’shua portrayed in the ancient Hebrew version of 
Matthew. Listen to Y’shua’s own "red letter words"—even from the King 
James Bible—reinforcing that He only came to fulfill the Torah: meaning to 
come and explain, teach and interpret it correctly without man-made 
traditions added to it. Y’shua makes it clear that He never came to destroy 
the Torah, meaning to make it undone, teach it incorrectly, or try to impose 
Rabbinical traditions to His Father’s Torah as Deut 4:2 forbids. Now listen 
to Y’shua’s own red letter words:  
 

"… I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I
19
 ... For I 

have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak

20
 ... for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made 

known unto you
21
 ... But that the world may know that I love the 
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Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do
22

 
... And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: 
whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I 
speak

23
 ... Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of 

himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever 
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise

24
 ... Do not think that I 

will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust

25
 ... If I do not the works of my Father, 

believe me not
26

 ... Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven

27
 

...  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of 
them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in 
heaven

28
 ... Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven

29
 ... For whosoever shall do the will of 

my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, 
and mother

30
 ... And call no man your father upon the earth: for one 

is your Father, which is in heaven
31

 ... And he said unto them, 
How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business?

32
 … Many good works have I shewed you from 

my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?
33

 … Woman, 
believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father

34
 ... But I have greater 

witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, 
that the Father hath sent me

35
 … It is written in the prophets, And 

they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me

36
 ... I told you, and 
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ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me.

37
  

 

From the overwhelming words of Y’shua, we can clearly see that He 
openly admits: 
 

• His Father is greater than Him. 

• He did not come to speak of Himself, but only of His Father, and be 
about His Fathers business. That includes His Father’s Teachings 
and to make it known to man, the same as what the Orthodox 
Rabbis do today. 

• He wants the world to know He loves His Father. 

• He openly admits that His Father’s Torah is life everlasting. 

• He does nothing new, no new religion—but only what the Father 
does. 

• He does not accuse anyone of sin; only "Moses" does, meaning 
His Father’s Torah. 

• He instructs that a person must live His Father’s way so that His 
Father may be glorified. 

• Do not seek the honour of man by throwing your alms out before 
them—that includes miracles, etc. 

• Only those that do (a verb here) His Father’s will, will enter into 
heaven and will be counted as His brothers and sisters. 

• Nobody must call anybody Father on earth except our heavenly 
Father. 

• That the Pharisees wanted to stone Him because He did His 
Father’s business. 

• His Father’s great work will bear witness of Him. 

• He commands that we must only worship the Father. 

• The Prophets speak that the Messiah will be taught by the Father 
and Y’shua admits that the Father taught Him. 

• He does everything in His Father’s Name. 
 

5) Christianity contradicts Jewish Theology 
 

Orthodox Jews say the following theological points are in error in the 
majority of Christian denominations. 
 

A. God as three? 
The Christian idea of the Trinity breaks YHWH into three separate beings: 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost

38
. Contrast this to the Shema, the 

basis of Jewish belief: "Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
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ONE"
39
. Jews declare the Shema every day, while writing it on doorposts 

(Mezzuzah), and binding it to the hand and head (Tefillin). This statement 
of God's One-ness are the first words a Jewish child is taught to say, and 
the last words uttered before a Jew dies.  
 

In Jewish law, worship of a three-part god is considered idolatry—one of 
the three cardinal sins that a Jew should rather give up his life than 
transgress. This explains why during the Inquisitions and throughout 
history, Jews gave up their lives rather than convert. 
 

B. Man as God? 
Orthodox Jews say Christians believe that God came down to earth in 
human form, as Y’shua said: "I and the Father are one"

40
. Maimonides 

devotes most of the "Guide for the Perplexed" to the fundamental idea that 
God is incorporeal, meaning that He assumes no physical form. God is 
Eternal, above time. He is Infinite, beyond space. He cannot be born, and 
cannot die. Saying that God assumes human form makes God small, 
diminishing both His unity and His divinity. The Torah says, "God is not a 
mortal".

41
 Judaism says that the Messiah will be born of human parents, 

and possess normal physical attributes like other people. He will not be a 
demi-god, and will not possess supernatural qualities. In fact, an individual 
is alive in every generation with the capacity to step into the role of the 
Messiah (see Maimonides - Laws of Kings 11:3). 
 

C. Intermediary for prayer? 
Orthodox Jews say the Catholic belief is that prayer must be directed 
through an intermediary; i.e., confessing one's sins to a priest. They say 
Y’shua Himself is an intermediary, as He said: "No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me."

42
 In Judaism, prayer is a totally private matter, between 

each individual and God. As the Bible says: "God is near to all who call 
unto Him".

43
 Further, the Ten Commandments state: "You shall have no 

other gods BEFORE ME," meaning that it is forbidden to set up a mediator 
between God and man (see Maimonides - Laws of Idolatry, ch. 1). 
 

D. Involvement in the physical world 
Orthodox Jews say the Catholic doctrine often treats the physical world as 
an evil to be avoided. Mary, the holiest woman, is portrayed as a virgin. 
Priests and nuns are celibate. And monasteries are in remote, secluded 
locations. By contrast, Judaism believes that God created the physical 
world not to frustrate us, but for our pleasure. Jewish spirituality comes 
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through grappling with the mundane world in a way that uplifts and 
elevates. Sex in the proper context is one of the holiest acts we can 
perform. The Talmud says if a person has the opportunity to taste a new 
fruit and refuses to do so, he will have to account for that in the World to 
Come. Jewish Rabbinical Schools teach how to live amidst the bustle of 
commercial activity. Jews don't retreat from life, we elevate it. 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

A. God as three? 
A woman of a household with a child is called a Mother (1); the same 
woman is also called a Wife (2) of the household’s husband. By switching 
hats, she can change her function to be a Wife—and switching hats again 
she can be a President (3) of her company. To take it further, the Mother 
who is the Wife, and the President—is also the Child (4) and Grandchild 
(5) of her parents and grandparents. *Even though she is still ONE person 
and the SAME person…she can manifest in 5 different ways depending on 
the ROLE she must perform. 
 

There are 365 Names and Attributed associated with the YHWH of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Who says the ONE Elohim cannot manifest 
Himself in all these ways? How can man limit Elohim—He can decide to 
change in any way, at any time HE wishes WITHOUT the consent of men. 
 

And this would explain how "the Angel of YHWH", spoken about many 
times in the TaNaCh, refers to the pre-incarnate Y’shua (Moshiach)… the 
one that the Patriarchs, among MANY in history had faith in and looked 
forward to His coming. 
 

B. Man as God? 
We have already proven above that YHWH, who is Spirit, can’t be limited 
and can take on any form at any time at any place. Moving on the  
argument of the Orthodox Jews that "God is not a mortal", doesn’t this 
passage mean that He is NOT like a mortal man in which HE has the 
capability to LIE or change HIS mind as we humans do? Isn’t this what the 
verse literally means? Let’s read it together: "God is not a man, that he 
should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, 
and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?" 
 

To continue, Judaism states clearly that the Messiah will be born of human 
parents, and possess normal physical attributes like any other person. 
Messiah will not be a demi-god, and will not possess supernatural 
qualities; He will be fully man on the earth. This cannot be proven from the 
TaNaCh? But let’s assume, for a moment, that it can be proven—then 
please answer these Questions: Did Moshe perform supernatural signs? 
Yes he did. Question: Was Moshe therefore considered a "demi-god"? No 
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he wasn’t—yet he performed supernatural signs. That means that the 
Messiah can also do what Moshe did, correct? That means that Messiah 
Y’shua could also do miracles as Moshe did, correct? This, then, means 
that neither Moshe nor Messiah Y’shua could be considered demi-gods, 
correct? Interestingly, Y’shua never claimed to be the Messiah—the 
Prophets in the Original Covenant did as we will see later in this teaching. 
 

Further, Judaism claims that an individual is alive in every generation with 
the capacity to step into the role of the Messiah (see Maimonides - Laws of 
Kings 11:3). Now apart from quoting "Maimonides", can you show where it 
is stated in the Torah or Prophets that this statement is so?  How can that 
be—it violates YHWH’s Word? 
 

C. Intermediary for prayer? 
I totally agree with the Orthodox Jews that the Catholic belief that prayer 
must be directed through an intermediary; i.e., Mary or a Priest, is wrong. 
Orthodox Jews also quote the Ten Commandments to reinforce this idea: 
"You shall have no other gods BEFORE ME." But can the Orthodox Jew 
explain to me in what sense "gods" has its meaning here, or how "gods" 
was used in antiquity? 
 

D. Involvement in the physical world 
We do not agree with what the Catholic or Greek Orthodox doctrine 
teaches that the physical world is evil and must be avoided; in fact, most 
Christians do not see them as Christians—surprised? They say Priests 
and Nuns are celibate, and therefore monasteries are in remote, secluded 
locations away from sin. We believe that YHWH wants people to marry, 
populate the planet and rule over it, exactly as the Torah instructs. 
 

6) Jews and Gentiles 
 

Orthodox Jews say Judaism does not demand that everyone convert to the 
religion and that the Torah of Moshe is a truth for all humanity—whether 
Jewish or not. That is why King Solomon asked YHWH to heed the prayers 
of non-Jews who came to the Holy Temple

44
. The prophet Isaiah also 

refers to the Temple as a "House for all nations". 
 

Further, the Temple service during Sukkot
45
 featured 70 bull offerings, 

corresponding to the 70 nations of the world. The Talmud says that if the 
Romans would have realized how much benefit they were getting from the 
Temple, they'd never have destroyed it. Jews have never actively sought 
converts to Judaism because the Torah prescribes a righteous path for 
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Gentiles to follow, known as the "Seven Laws of Noah."
46
 Maimonides 

explains that any human being who faithfully observes these basic moral 
laws earns a proper place in heaven. 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

If the Torah is good for "mankind" and the only means for salvation, why 
doesn’t Judaism teach it, then, without ceasing to all the nations—as Israel 
is to be a Light to the nations as the TaNaCh says?  Further, can Orthodox 
Jews tell me why there is a different path for "Gentiles" when ALL mankind 
essentially descended from this one man NOAH after the flood… when the 
Torah says ALL mankind will worship ONE GOD as ONE, with ONE LAW? 
 

The Torah also distinctly states: "The LORD made not this covenant with 
our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this 
day."

47
 How can ANYONE be certain that a lot of Gentiles today are not 

descended from those who stood at the mountain?  Only YHWH would 
know who those descendants would be. It could have included many 
Gentiles who do not realize this applies to them today—as there were 
MANY who were not of the seed of Jacob. How else can one explain in 
this generation that there are MANY who are now taking immense interest 
in the Torah—whereas in times past they did not? 
 

Orthodox Jews say Maimonides explains that any human being who 
faithfully observes these basic moral laws, the "Seven Laws of Noah", 
earns a proper place in heaven. No disrespect at all—but how can 
Maimonides, a frail human being as is ALL mankind, make a claim of who 
can merit a place in the World to Come—something that is NOT his to 
distribute—but by YHWH alone? 
 

The Torah is good and necessary, but the Torah and the Prophets point to 
a Suffering Messiah who will take away the sin of the world.

48
 

 

7) Bringing the Messiah 
 

Orthodox Jews say that Maimonides states that the popularity of 
Christianity (and Islam) is part of God's plan to spread the ideals of Torah 
throughout the world. This moves society closer to a perfected state of 
morality and toward a greater understanding of YHWH. All this is in 
preparation for the Messianic age. 
 

Indeed, the world is in desperate need of Messianic redemption. War and 

                                                           
46
 For further study of the Seven Laws of Noah, see: Bnei Noah of Fort Worth 
http://www.fastlane.net/~bneinoah/ Path of the Righteous Gentile 
http://www.chabad.org/gopher/outlook/7laws/index.html 
47
 Deut 5:3 

48
 Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 



23 

 

pollution threaten our planet; ego and confusion erode family life. To the 
extent we are aware of the problems of society, is the extent we will yearn 
for redemption. As the Talmud says, one of the first questions a Jew is 
asked on Judgment Day is: "Did you yearn for the arrival of the Messiah?" 
How can we hasten the coming of the Messiah? The best way is to love all 
humanity generously, to keep the mitzvot

49
 of the Torah (as best we can), 

and to encourage others to do so as well. 
 

Despite the gloom, the world does seem headed toward redemption. One 
apparent sign is that the Jewish people have returned to the Land of Israel 
and made it bloom again. Additionally, a major movement is afoot of young 
Jews returning to Torah tradition. The Messiah can come at any moment, 
and it all depends on our actions. YHWH is ready when we are. For as 
King David says: "Redemption will come today—if you hearken to His 
voice." 
 

Messianic defense: 
 

Orthodox Jews are naïve to think that the popularity of Christianity and 
Islam is part of YHWH's plan to spread the ideals of Torah throughout the 
world. Both of these are two different ideologies and neither of them 
believes in the Torah at all. Torah will never ever be promoted by Islam or 
by the various so-called Christian denominations such as Reformers, 
Charismatic’s, Pentecostals, Catholics, etc., as the fundamental 
Instructions from YHWH that must be adhered to. 
 

The odds for Y’shua to fulfill all the Messianic Prophecies 
 

For the faithful Jew, one of the most important events described by YHWH 
in the TaNaCh is the coming of the Messiah to assert YHWH’s authority on 
earth and to redeem His chosen to Himself. Most Jewish Scholars see this 
described in the Original Covenant in two ways.   
 

There is outright prophecy—a description of some attribute the Messiah 
will have or some fact which will be true of Him. There are also pictures in 
advance or "types" where events in history act as analogies to some truth 
about Messiah.  
 

As an example of types, consider the story of Joseph in the last few 
chapters of Genesis.  The Bible records that Yoseph saved his brothers 
from death. They had tried to kill him years earlier and failed to recognize 
him when they arrived in Egypt.  Many consider this a picture or an 
analogy of how the Messiah will be received by the Jews, God’s chosen 
people, when He comes.  We Messianics, of course, believe He has 
already come and that this picture matches the life of Y’shua exactly.  
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Although types make for a very interesting study, they rely heavily on 
potentially subjective interpretations of the biblical texts.  We will focus our 
attention on the outright prophecies as we are after clear, undeniable 
evidence of the Messiah Y’shua.  We will be taking special note of the 
many prophecies Y’shua fulfilled which He could not have if He were 
merely a man. YHWH provided the Messiah—we need to be able to have 
a relationship with Him because of His infinite love for us.  That Messiah is 
Y’shua.   
 

For Y’shua to truly be the Messiah described in the Original Covenant, He 
would have to fulfill every Messianic prophecy. The exact number of 
prophecies relating to the Messiah varies widely, depending on whom you 
ask.  But, there is a large list of Original Covenant verses which most 
agree are descriptions of the Messiah.  Let’s have a look at some of these 
and see how Y’shua relates to them.  
  

• The Lineage of Messiah  

• Messiah Bears God’s Attributes  

• What Messiah Will Do  

• What Will Be Done To Messiah  

• So Where Does All This Leave Us? 
 

a. The Lineage of Messiah 
 

Some of the more interesting and surprising statements about the Messiah 
in the Original Covenant are those concerning His lineage.  Contrary to 
what some might claim, there are very specific prophecies about this, each 
of which Y’shua fulfilled. In talking to the serpent in Gen 3:15, YHWH said, 
"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring.  He will bruise your head, and you will bruise his heel."  
This is taken by many as one of the earliest Messianic prophecies 
describing Satan’s brief victory over Messiah and Messiah’s ultimate 
victory over Satan.  It is mentioned here because the offspring (Messiah) is 
described as being of the woman (Eve).  This is extraordinary as the nation 
of Israel has always been patriarchal; people are mentioned in terms of 
their fathers, not their mothers.  Because of this, many see this verse as 
also being a prophecy of Messiah’s birth through a virgin (see below). 
Bearing this in mind, it is interesting to study what Rabbi Paul wrote in Gal 
4:4—again, referring to the sending of a Son through a woman.  
 

The Bible makes note of several other aspects of the earthly bloodline the 
Messiah will come from.  In Gen 12:3, YHWH is making a promise to 
Abram (later, Abraham) about the influence his descendants will have over 
the earth and says, "In you will all of the families of the earth be blessed." 
This is accepted as a statement that the Messiah would descend from 
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Abraham as Messiah and is the source of all true blessings.  The bloodline 
is further refined to Isaac, son of Abraham in Gen 17:19 and 21:12, to 
Jacob, son of Isaac in 28:14 and to Judah, son of Jacob (or Israel) in 
49:10.  Matthew, in the first chapter of his Gospel, begins his account of 
the life of Y’shua by describing His lineage as coming from Abraham to 
Isaac to Jacob to Judah and so on.  Luke echoes this lineage for Y’shua in 
Luke 3:33-34.  
 

Building on the specificity of Messiah’s lineage, YHWH promises King 
David, through Nathan the prophet in 2 Sam 7:12-13, that Messiah will not 
only come from his own bloodline but will also inherit his throne.  David’s 
throne is again promised as the seat of Messiah’s government in Isaiah 
9:6-7, and in Jer 23:5.  Taking a look at the accounts of Y’shua 
demonstrates Him to be a descendant of King David in Matt 1:1, 1:6 and in 
Luke 3:31.  He is further described as heir to David’s throne with power by 
Paul in Rom 1:3-4.  It is important to remember here that Paul was a 
Pharisee, which in his time meant that he possessed a strong knowledge 
and understanding of the Original Covenant.  For him to claim Y’shua as 
the foretold Messiah was no small admission.  The Jewish leaders, his ex-
companions, were very clear on Paul’s position—they repeatedly tried to 
kill him for it (study the latter half of the book of Acts).   
 

b. Messiah bears YHWH’s Attributes 
 

Probably the most important claim the Original Covenant makes about 
Messiah is that He is truly YHWH.  These claims are made in the form of 
ascribing YHWH’s traits to Messiah and describing Messiah as YHWH’s 
Son.  One aspect of YHWH is that He is eternal.  The prophet Micah tells 
us in Micah 5:2 that the Messiah Himself is eternal when he, talking about 
Messiah, says, "... whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting."  
Compare this to the claim of eternality Y’shua made in the Original 
Covenant in John 8:58.  Paul describes many attributes of Y’shua which 
indicate an eternal Messiah in Eph 1:3-14 and in Col 1:15-19.  
 

Another aspect of the Messiah is that He is the true and only Son of 
YHWH, being Himself God.  The writers of Psalms and Proverbs make this 
link for us in Psalms 2:7 and Prov 30:4.  In Luke 1:32, an angel of YHWH 
is telling Miriam (Mary) that she is about to become the mother of Y’shua 
and said to her, "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High.  The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father, David."  In 
Matt 3:17, YHWH Himself speaks at the Immersion of Y’shua and says of 
Him, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."  
 

The Original Covenant gets even clearer about the fact that Messiah is 
YHWH, that YHWH Himself will be the Messiah, that the name of the 
Messiah is Y-H-W-H. Read the description of Messiah in Isaiah 9:6.  There 
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we read of a Son who will be given to govern the world.  One of the five 
names listed that the Messiah will be known by is Mighty God. The prophet 
Jeremiah is even more blatant about applying the name of God to the 
Messiah in Jer 23:6.  Of course, the question is in the Bible applying 
YHWH’s name to Y’shua.  Note that the name Y-H-W-H is above any other 
name in authority and read what Paul wrote on Y’shua in Phil 2:9.  There 
he writes that God gave Y’shua "the name which is above every name."  
 

Jewish Scholars have little doubt about the deity of the Messiah, but many 
people have a hard time accepting that Y’shua is YHWH.   
 

c. What Messiah will Do 
 

The Original Covenant also describes several things the Messiah will do 
while here on earth. In Deut 18:15, Moshe is addressing the people of 
Israel, and tells them, "YHWH your God will raise up to you a prophet from 
the midst of you, of your brothers, like me; to him you shall listen", 
identifying the Messiah as being a prophet just like Moshe was. YHWH 
assures us that it is the Messiah of whom Moshe was speaking in verses 
18-19 by the seriousness YHWH places on those who will not listen to the 
coming Prophet. Taking a look at the Fulfilled Covenant, Yochanan (John) 
tells us in John 7:40 that many Jews who heard Y’shua really believed that 
He was the Prophet Moshe mentioned.  Also, Luke quotes the words of 
Peter in Acts 3:19-22 who confirmed by his direct witness of Y’shua that 
He was, in fact, the Prophet Moshe said was coming.  
 

Isaiah describes in Isaiah 61:1-2 some aspects of the ministry the Messiah 
will have.  Compare this to the passage in Luke 4:18 where Y’shua not 
only quotes the Original Covenant passage but also claims to be its 
fulfillment.  An in-depth study of the ministry of Y’shua throughout the 
Gospels reveals this as truth and not just some idle boast. More 
specifically, Isaiah 35:5-6 describes a wonderful ministry of healing for any 
who need it. Y’shua describes the works He has done in almost the exact 
same words in Matt 11:5. Over and over and over again—all throughout 
the Gospels, Y’shua never turned away anyone who needed healing—
even when He knew they would not turn to Him (note His healing of the ten 
lepers in Luke 17:12-19, though only one returned to give glory to YHWH).  
All this for the deep love He felt for each one of them, and each one of us.  
He healed us even at the cost of His own life.  
 

Isaiah also tells us in Isaiah 9:1 that Messiah’s ministry would begin in the 
region of Galilee.  All the Gospels confirm to us that Y’shua also began His 
ministry in Galilee.  In Matt 4:12-17, Matthew goes so far as to claim that 
Y’shua did so as direct fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 9:1.  
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In the Original Covenant, there are many places where the character of 
Messiah is described.  We see the same character traits exhibited by 
Y’shua in the Fulfilled Covenant.  In verses 40:11 and 42:3 of his book, 
Isaiah describes Messiah as demonstrating tenderness and compassion; 
and in verse 12:15 of his Gospel, Matthew says the same of Y’shua when 
he relates that "Great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all." 
As Matthew continues his narration, he even claims that what he is relating 
is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy of verse 42:3. Peter goes further and 
claims that Y’shua is completely without sin in 1 Peter 2:22 and that, by 
quoting it, this fulfills Isaiah 53:9.  
 

The Bible documents many more such parallels between the traits and 
actions of the Messiah and of Y’shua.  The following table shows just a few 
of these.  
 

The Messiah must... Prophecy Fulfillment by Y’shua 

Bear the reproaches and 
sins of others  

Isaiah 53:12 Rom 15:3 

Be a priest  Psalms 110:4 Heb 5:5-6, 6:20, 7:15-17 

Enter Jerusalem on a 
donkey  

Zech 9:9 Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; 
John 12:12-16 

Enter the Temple with 
authority  

Mal 3:1 Matt 21:12; John 2:13-22 

 

These are only a few of the prophecies from the Original Covenant about 
the things the Messiah will do along with the descriptions of how Y’shua 
fulfilled them.  But, since a determined impostor could try to mimic the 
prophecies about what the Messiah will do, let’s have a look at prophecies 
which no human could personally fulfill.   
  

d. What will be done to Messiah 
 

The Original Covenant speaks even more about the things which will be 
done to Messiah and things about His life over which no ordinary human 
could have any control.  These are important to understand as most of 
them would be impossible for a false Messiah to fulfill since they would be 
out of a normal person’s control.  YHWH loves us so much that He has 
given us the things to look for in Messiah in such a way that He cannot be 
impersonated successfully as long as we pay attention.  These things 
make it quite clear that Y’shua is the Messiah foretold by the Original 
Covenant.  
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One of the first things to note in the Original Covenant is that YHWH tells 
us exactly when Messiah would come to earth.  In Dan 9:24-26, He gives 
us a total of 69 "weeks" (a euphamism

50
 of the day meaning a period of 7 

years) which is equivalent to 483 years after Jerusalem and its walls were 
commissioned to be rebuilt and for when the Messiah would be "cut off" for 
our sins.  The best archaeological evidence dates the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem at approximately 453 B.C.  Four hundred and eighty three years 
after the city was rebuilt, Y’shua was being crucified outside its walls.  We 
are given the historical information we need to accurately place Y’shua’s 
birth in Matt 2:1, 16 and 19 and Luke 3:1; and we know He was crucified 
33 years later.  
 

We are also promised a messenger, one who would come before the 
Messiah to announce His arrival.  Read what Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 40:3-5 
and Malachi wrote in Mal 3:1.  Both are statements of this promise from 
YHWH.  In the Fulfilled Covenant, Matthew records the claim that 
Yochanan (John) the Immerser made that he was this messenger foretold 
by Isaiah.  Yochanan the Immerser even quotes the Original Covenant 
prophet in Matt 3:1-3.  Luke records in his gospel in chapter 1, verse 17 
the words of an angel speaking to John’s father saying the same thing.  
Luke reiterates Yochanan as the fulfillment of Isaiah in Luke 3:2-6.  
 

At the other end of His earthly ministry, we are given several details about 
His execution.  The Original Covenant tells us that He will be "pierced".  
The prophet Zechariah associates this with the death of the Messiah in 
12:10, and Psalms 22:16 tells us that this piercing will be in the Messiah’s 
hands and feet.  In Matt 27:35 and John 19:18, we are told that Y’shua is 
executed by crucifixion, which requires the piercing of the hands and feet.  
Luke confirms in 24:39 the piercing really did happen by asking His 
disciples to inspect the holes after His resurrection.  John even claims this 
as fulfillment of Zech 12:10 in John 19:34-37.  
 

Despite the cruel nature of His execution, we are promised that none of the 
Messiah’s bones would be broken.  In the Torah of Moshe, we are told that 
the Passover lamb should not have any of its bones broken.

51
  Since the 

Messiah is the ultimate Passover Lamb whose blood protects the 
doorposts of our hearts, then His bones must remain unbroken as well.  
This is reiterated in Psalms 34:20.  In John 19:33-36 we are told how the 
Roman soldiers did not need to break any of Y’shua’s bones and that this 
was in direct fulfillment of the Scripture.  
 

We are promised that, after His death, Messiah will be raised from the 
dead in Psalms 16:10 with support from Isaiah 53:9-10 and Psalms 2:7.  

                                                           
50
 The use of a word or phrase that is more neutral, vague, or indirect to replace a direct term 

51
 Exod 12:46 and Num 9:12. 
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The descriptions of the resurrection of Y’shua are found in Matt 28:1-20 
and Acts 2:23-36 and 13:33-37 which quotes Psalms 2:7.  
 

The Bible also promises that, after His resurrection, Messiah would ascend 
to heaven and sit at the right hand

52
 of YHWH.  The promise is found in 

Psalms 16:11, 68:18 and 110:1 and Y’shua is described as fulfilling this in 
Luke 24:51, Acts 1:9-11 and 7:55 and Heb 1:3.  
 

Below is a table which lists more prophecies which are true of Messiah.  
Read the Original Covenant verses in their contexts and compare them 
with the Fulfilled Covenant descriptions of how Y’shua fulfilled each and 
every one of them.  
 

The Messiah must... Prophecy Fulfillment by Y’shua 

Be born in Bethlehem  Micah 5:2 Matt 2:1; Luke 2:4-7 

Be adored by great 
persons  

Psalms 72:10-
11 

Matt 2:1-11 

Be anointed with the 
Spirit of YHWH  

Isaiah 11:2, 61:1 Matt 3:16; John 3:34; 
Acts 10:38 

Be hated without cause  Isaiah 49:7; 
Psalms 69:4 

John 15:24-25 

Be undesired and 
rejected by His own 
people  

Isaiah 53:2, 
63:3; Psalms 
69:8 

Mark 6:3; Luke 9:58; 
John 1:11,  

Be plotted against by 
Jews and Gentiles 
together  

Psalms 2:1-2 Acts 4:27 

Be betrayed by a friend  Psalms 41:9, 
55:12-24 

Matt 26:21-25, 47-50; 
John 13:18-21; Acts 1:16-
18 

Be betrayed for 30 pieces 
of silver  

Zech 11:12 Matt 26:16 

Have his price given for a 
potter’s field  
 

Zech 11:13 Matt 27:7 

                                                           
52
 Meaning “in YHWH’s authority” as YHWH is Spirit. 
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Be forsaken by His 
disciples  

Zech 13:7 Matt 26:31, 56 

Be struck on the cheek  Micah 5:1 Matt 27:30 

Be spat on  Isaiah 50:6 Matt 26:67, 27:30 

Be mocked  Psalms 22:7-8 Matt 27:31, 39-44 

Be beaten  Isaiah 50:6 Matt 26:67, 27:26, 30 

Be thirsty during His 
execution  

Psalms 22:15 John 19:28 

Be given vinegar to 
quench that thirst  

Psalms 69:21 Matt 27:34 

Be considered a 
transgressor  

Isaiah 53:12 Matt 27:38 

Be buried with the rich 
when dead  

Isaiah 53:9 Matt 27:57-60 

Be sought after by 
Gentiles as well as Jews  

Isaiah 11:10, 
42:1 

Acts 10:45 

Be accepted by the 
Gentiles  

Isaiah 11:10, 
42:1-4, 49:1-12 

Matt 12:21; Acts 10:45; 
Rom 15:9-12 

 

The odds are simply overwhelming, but it gets better…  
 

So where does it leave the Unbeliever? 
 

As proven above, there is a significant amount of biblical evidence which 
can lead us to only one conclusion—and that is Y’shua is the Messiah.  He 
undeniably demonstrated it by His fulfillment of every Messianic prophecy 
we know of, leaving no room for doubt.  The mathematical probability that 
a person could fulfill even the prophecies listed here is astronomical—yet 
Y’shua did it.  
 

To get a feel for the probabilities involved, consider this.  An author and 
speaker named Josh McDowell calculated the odds of Y’shua fulfilling 

only eight of the Messianic prophecies is 1 out of 10 17
 (a one followed by 

17 zeros, meaning 1 out of a 1,000,000,000,000,000,000 possibility).  Let 
me make it more realistic: this is equivalent to covering the entire state of 
Texas with silver dollar coins two feet deep, marking one of them, mixing 
them all up and having a blind-folded person select the marked one at 
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random the first time. Note that Y’shua fulfilled not only 8, but 65 with 
unprecedented accuracy with His First Coming!!! 
 

Only a few of the Messianic prophecies in the Bible have been presented 
here in this booklet.  There are many more as can be seen on our Website 
http://www.hrti.co.za  
 

Conclusion 
 

It is statistically preposterous that any or all of the Bible's very specific, 
detailed prophecies could have been fulfilled through chance, good 
guessing, or deliberate deceit. When you look at some of the improbable 
prophecies of the Original and Fulfilled Covenants, it seems incredible that 
skeptics—knowing the authenticity and historicity of the texts—could reject 
the statistical verdict: the Bible is the Word of YHWH, and Y’shua 
HaMashiach is the Son of YHWH—just as Scripture predicted many times 
and in many ways. 
 

The Bible was written over a span of 1,600 years by forty different human 
authors from geographically diverse places, in three different languages 
(Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek), on hundreds of subjects. And yet there is 
one consistent, non-contradictory theme that runs through it all: YHWH's 
redemption of humankind. Clearly, statistical probability is a powerful 
indicator of the trustworthiness of Scripture—and no other religion can 
boast such accuracy! Messianic prophecy is phenomenal evidence that 
sets the Bible apart from any other "holy books."  
 

Read the Messianic prophecies, Beloved Friend; it is dramatic, eye-
opening and life-changing! 
 

I am convinced—where to from here? 
 

Y’shua is Messiah (and therefore YHWH in the flesh), so then He is our 
Creator and we are accountable to Him.  All He wants is to be your Saviour 
and the Lord of your life, to love you in tangible ways and to have a 
personal one-on-one relationship with you.  If you do not already have this 
relationship, you can pray this simple prayer because Y’shua is knocking 
on your heart’s door. Will you open the door and let Him help you? 
 

Dear Father in heaven, 
I come to you in the name of Y’shua.                 

I am sorry for my sins, the way I have lived, the things I have done, 
please forgive me, cleanse me, and wash me with your own blood. 

 
According to your Word, with my mouth I confess, the Lord Y’shua 

HaMashiach. In my heart I believe that you, YHWH, raised Y’shua from the 
dead, and He is interceding right now. 
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I accept the Lord Y’shua HaMashiach as my own personal saviour, and 
according to His Word, which cannot lie, in which I believe I am saved. 

 

Thank you father, Amen 
 

 
We inform – You choose

53
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
54
 

 
As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Proverbs 25:25 

Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa 
 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  

Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
To find out about our other Products please contact us 

at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  

you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 

 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 
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 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah; when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
54
 Matt 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Matt 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, 
he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that 
ye may keep your own tradition 


