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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as too 
sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word Adonai 
(“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, Jewish 

scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew Bible, 
used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the vowels 
for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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An issue which has torn Churches apart! 
 
Introduction 
 
There is perhaps no more hotly debated issue in the Body of Messiah 
(Church) today than the issue of women serving as Rabbis, Pastors, or 
Preachers. There are women who believe women should not serve in 
these positions and that the Bible places restrictions on the ministry of 
women, and there are men who believe women can serve in these 
positions and that there are no restrictions on women in ministry. This is 
not an issue of chauvinism or discrimination. It is an issue of biblical 
interpretation. 
 
The Word of God proclaims, “A woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a 
man; she must be silent”

1
.  

 
Background 
 
The Hebrew Bible, also called the Old Covenant, the TaNaCh, is the basis 
for both Judaism and Christianity, and a cornerstone of Western culture. 
Through its Scripture and its elaboration of statutes, the Hebrew Bible's 
views on women have helped shape gender roles and define the legal 
standing of women in the West for millennia. This Biblical influence has 
declined somewhat as Western culture has become progressively more 
secular.  
 
The views of women presented in the Hebrew Bible are complex and often 
not clear. However, the question of women's status relative to men remains 
central and controversial in any approach to this issue, from apologetics 
and Christian beliefs to feminism and atheism! With that in mind, let us look 
at …  
 
The Creation Issue  
 
Two views are maintained on women regarding creation: 
 

1) the "non-subordinating" view of woman, and 
2) the "subordinating view" of woman.  

 
The "non-subordinating" view of woman:  

                                                           
1
 1 Tim 2:11-12 
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The Genesis 1 narration declares the purpose of YHWH, antedating the 
creation of the sexes. YHWH gave the human pair joint responsibility and 
ruler ship over His creation.  
 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 
over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground." So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them

2
.  

 
Gen 5:1-2 reaffirms this perspective:  
 

When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. He 
created them male and female and blessed them. And when they 
were created, he called them man [Heb Adam]  

 
The "subordinating view" of woman: 
 
The Genesis 2 narrative has been called the "subordinating view" of 
woman for two reasons: 
  

1) The man is created first, and  
2) the woman is created out of man.  

 
... But for Adam (or the man) no suitable helper was found. So the 
LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 
was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs (or "took part of the 
man's side") and closed the place with flesh. Then the LORD God 
made a woman from the rib (or "took part of the man's side") he 
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man 
said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and they will become one flesh

3
.  

 
But after the creation of man and woman, something happened …  
 
 
 

                                                           
2
 Gen 1:26-27 
3
 Gen 2:20b-24 (NIV) 
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The Fall of Humanity and the Curses  
 
In Gen 3:1, 13 we read … 
 

3
 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which 

the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  
13

 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou 
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I 
did eat. 

 
1) YHWH then cursed Satan:  
 
Y’shua shall bruise his head, meaning Y’shua will be born in the years to 
come in the flesh to destroy Satan's power.  
 
Now before we go onto the next curse, something must be shared with you 
in this passage about Cain … 
 

6
 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is 

thy countenance fallen? 
7
 If thou (Cain) doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou 

doest not well, sin (Satan) lieth at the door. And unto thee (Cain) 
shall be his (Satan’s) desire, and thou (Cain) shalt rule over him 
(sin/Satan)

4
.  

 
Pay attention to these two words, “desire” and “rule”, as we will discuss 
them in connection with the curse over the woman. Desire here means 
“sin/Satan wants to ‘control’ Cain”. Read the passage again to get the 
deeper understanding of it. 
 
Now we can continue with the curse on the woman …  
 
2) YHWH also cursed the woman:  
 
The curse on her stipulates two things, 
 
a) In pain you shall bring forth children (is it still applicable today? O 
yes, it is very much so), and 
b) Your husband shall rule over you (then this must also still be 
applicable today?) 

                                                           
4
 Gen 4:6-7 
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Unto the woman he (YHWH) said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 
and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and 
thy desire shall be to thy husband (meaning the woman would 
want to/like to control the husband), and he shall rule over thee

5
.  

 
Here we find the exact same Hebrew words “desire” and “rule” again” 
 

Desire: H8669 ׁשּוקה� - teshuqah 

Definition: 
1) desire, longing, craving 
1a) of man for woman 
1b) of woman for man 
1c) of beast to devour 

 
 
YHWH in His wisdom knew that women would eventually “teshuqah” to rise 
up to such an extent as to want to “mashal” over their husbands. 
 
Any woman not adhering to YHWH’s instruction of submitting to her 
husband is disobedience and out of YHWH’s will – you then willfully rebel 
against YHWH. Now listen to what the Bible says about disobedience …  
 

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now (Satan’s spirit!) worketh in the children of 
disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in 
times past in the lusts of our flesh fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others

6
. 

 
Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye 
were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light:

7
 

 
Now that we laid the foundation for the women, we need to lay the 
foundation for the men … 
 

                                                           
5
 Gen 3:16 
6
 Eph 2:2-3 
7
 Eph 5:6-8 

Rule: H4910 מׁשל - ma ̂shal 

Definition: 
1) to rule, have dominion, reign 
1a) (Qal) to rule, have dominion 
1b) (Hiphil) 
1b1) to cause to rule 
1b2) to exercise dominion 
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Who was first at fault in the Garden of Eden? Was it Adam or Eve? For that 
we need to look at what the Scriptures tell us … 
 

And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it

8
. 

 
'Dress it' here means “to work, to serve, to till, to labour”, and 'keep it' 
means “properly to hedge about; that is, guard: generally to protect, 
attend to, beware, be circumspect, take heed (to self), keep (-er, self), 
mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save (self), 
watch over”. Both words’ meanings were taken from original Hebrew 
words. 
 
It is important to note that this instruction was given before Eve was 
created!  
 
The question comes to mind … How did Lucifer get into the garden and 
walk to the middle of it to the tree? That immediately raises another 
question:  Adam, why did you not fulfill your godly duty to protect the 
garden from Satan?! 
 
You see that YHWH's pattern is in the O.T. and never changes (Mal 3:6 
and Heb 13:8). To understand the N.T., find the pattern in the O.T., as the 
natural always reveals the spiritual. That means YHWH, even today, still 
holds man responsible to be the spiritual leader and to protect his house! 
YHWH held man responsible over the woman in the Old Covenant, and the 
same rule still applies today.  
 
Let us prove it from the Renewed Covenant …  
 

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head 
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body

9
.  

 
The question that we should ask ourselves is: What authority has Y’shua 
over the Believer? Yes, absolute and full authority. This, then, means that 
the woman’s curse, according to the Bible, will remain until it is removed by 
YHWH! The husband will rule (with respect and dignity) over the woman as 
the Old and Newer Covenants confirm. He is the breadwinner and he takes 
full responsibility if the “wheels fall off”. 
 
 

                                                           
8
 Gen 2:15 
9
 Eph 5:23 
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3) The earth was also cursed:  
 
Thorns and thistles shall be produced from the earth because of the curse.  
 

Thorns also and thistles shall it (the earth) bring forth to thee; and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field; (and not smoke the herb of the 
field)

10
 

 
4) Lastly, the man was also cursed:  
 
In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread. You will labour till you return 
to the ground, meaning you won't have everlasting or immortal life in the 
natural realm.  
 
The ground was also cursed because Adam was taken from Adamah 
(Hebrew for the ground)  
 

And unto Adam (meaning red, or ruddy – from the root 'adamah', 
meaning earth) he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground 
(adamah) for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it (adamah) all 
the days of thy life; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; (adamah) for out of it (adamah) wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return

11
. 

 
And oh yes, by the way, there is no such thing as “going on pension” in the 
Scripture. Read the passage above again. 
 
In summary of “authority over the creation”, woman has equal status as 
man, but in seniority woman must still submit under the authority of man.  
 
Gender Equality from the New Covenant 
 
There is an erroneous teaching going around about women not having any 
status/authority in doing work for YHWH. Come with me as we search the 
Scriptures, whereby you can form your own opinion …  
 
John 1:12 says all people, men and women, have the opportunity to 
become children of God - presumably without regard to gender, race, 
sexual orientation, nationality, etc.  

                                                           
10
 Gen 3:18 

11
 Gen 3:17, 19 
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Acts 2:1-21 states clearly that at the time of the Feast of Shavuot
12
, the 

Ruach HaKodesh
13
 was described as entering both men and women. In 

Verse 17 in the same chapter, Peter recites a saying of the prophet Joel 
that talks about sons and daughters, and Verse 18 talks about men and 
women.  
 
Furthermore, in Acts 9:36 Rav Sha’ul (Rabbi Paul) refers to a woman 
(Tabitha in Aramaic, Dorcas in Greek, Gazelle in English) as a Christian 
disciple. The Hebrew for disciple is 'Talmid', and a Talmid normally had a 
teacher which is 'Rabbi' in Hebrew. 
 

And in Joppa was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which 
translated, is called Dorcas (Gazelle). She was full of good works 
and of alms which she did. (LITV – Literal Translation of the Holy 
Bible) 
 

Acts 18:24-26 describes how a married couple, Priscilla and Aquila, both 
acted in the role of teacher (Rabbi/Pastor) to a man from Alexandria, called 
Apollos. Various translations of the Bible imply that they taught him in the 
synagogue (Amplified Bible, King James Version, Rheims, New American 
Standard, New American, and New Revised Standard).  
 
However, the New International Version has an unusual translation of this 
passage. The NIV states that the teaching occurred in Priscilla's and 
Aquila's home, but let us read it from the LITV: 
 

24
 But a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an 

eloquent man, came to Ephesus, being powerful in the 
Scriptures.  
25

 This one having been taught by mouth in the way of the Lord, 
and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the 
things about the Lord, having understood only the baptism of John.  
26

 And this one began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And 
hearing him Priscilla and Aquila took him and more accurately 
expounded the way of God to him.  

 
WOW, a woman teaching a Rabbi?!!! A woman Teacher in the Newer 
Covenant! (This is one of the Five Offices for man to edify the Body of 
Believers). 

  
In Acts 21:9, four young women are referred to as prophetesses.  

                                                           
12
 Pentecost 

13
 YHWH’s Divine Spirit known as the Holy Spirit 
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And there were four virgin daughters to this one, who 
prophesied. 

 
As a prophetess you surely need a flock to bring YHWH’s Word to, don’t 
you? And it is a sound assumption that this flock would have men amongst 
them, right? (This is another one of the Five Offices for man to edify the 
Body of Believers). 
 
Rav Sha’ul in Rom 16:1 refers to Phoebe as a minister (diakonos) of the 
assembly at Cenchrea. Some translations say deaconess; others try to 
downgrade her position by mistranslating it as "servant" or "helper".  
 
Sha’ul refers to Priscilla in verse 3 as another of his "fellow workers in 
Christ Jesus" (NIV). Other translations refer to her as a "co-worker". Other 
translations also attempt to downgrade her status by calling her a "helper".  
 
The original Greek word is "synergoi", which literally means "fellow worker" 
or "colleague."  
 
Sha’ul in Rom 16:7 refers to a male apostle, Andronicus and a female 
apostle, Lunia, as "outstanding among the apostles" (NIV). What--this 
can’t be true, a woman Apostle!!! (Again, this is another one of the Five 
Offices for man to edify the Body of Believers).  
 
The Amplified Bible translates this passage as "They are men held in high 
esteem among the apostles." The Revised Standard Version states it as 
"they are men of note among the apostles."  
 
The reference to them both being men does not appear in the original 
Greek text. The word "men" was simply inserted by the translators, 
apparently because the translators' minds recoiled from the concept of a 
female apostle. Many translations, including the Amplified Bible, Rheims 
New Testament, New American Standard Bible, and the New International 
Version simply picked the letter "s" out of thin air. They converted the 
original "Junia" (a woman's name) into "Junias" (a man's name) in order to 
warp Rav Sha’ul's original writing by erasing all mention of a female 
apostle. Junia’s name was first converted into a man’s name only in the 
"13th century, when Aegidius of Rome (1245-1316 CE) referred to both 
Andronicus and Junia as "honorable men."

14
 

 

                                                           
14
 Frank Daniels, "The Role of Woman in the Church." part of the Religious Heresy Page at: 
http://www.scs.unr.edu/~fdaniels/rel/women.htm 



11 

 

In 1 Cor 1:11 Chloe is mentioned as the owner of a house where 
Christian meetings were held. There is some haziness as to whether 
women actually led the house churches. Similar passages mention, with 
the same vagueness: The mother of Mark in Acts 12:12, and Lydia in Acts 
16:14-15, and 40, and Nympha in Col 4:15. (This is another one 
(Pastor/Shepherd) of the Five Offices for man to edify the Body of 
Believers). 
 
1 Cor 12:4-7 discusses gifts that the Ruach (Spirit) of YHWH gives to all 
Believers, both men and women. The New International Version obscures 
this message: Verse 6 is translated "all men"; whereas other translations 
use the terms "all", "all persons", "in everyone", and "in all." The question 
comes to mind, why would YHWH give a woman gifts if she can’t use 
them? YHWH gives them gifts to do His work, period! That is why Sha’ul 
speaks to the Assembly at Corinth (1 Cor 16:3) and refers to a married 
couple, Priscilla and Aquila, as his fellow workers in Messiah Y’shua.  
 
In 2 Cor 5:17 we read: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation …” (NIV). Again "anyone" appears to mean both men and women.  
 
Gal 3:28 says: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (NIV). This is perhaps the most 
famous passage in the Newer Covenant that assigns equal status to 
individuals of both genders.  
 
In Phil 4:2 Sha’ul refers to two women, Euodia and Syntyche, as his 
coworkers who were active evangelists, spreading the gospel. (Here is 
another one of the Five Offices for man to edify the Body of Believers). 
 

I entreat Euodias, and I entreat Syntyche, to mind the same 
thing in the Lord.  

 
1 Peter 4:10-11 discusses all Believers serving others with whatever gifts 
the Ruach has given them, "faithfully administering God's grace in its 
various forms." (NIV)  
 
Can it be assumed this would mean that some women are given the gift of 
being an effective Shepherd/Pastor, and would have been expected to 
exercise that gift? 
 
There are overwhelming facts in the Newer Covenant showing that women 
did indeed serve in all five of the offices of ministry: 
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1)  Evangelists 
2)  Pastors 
3)  Prophetesses 
4)  Apostles 
5)  Teachers  

 
Misunderstood Verses in the Bible  
 
Heated debates have caused many churches to split, because of the 
blatant misleading of Believers by Church Leaders to promote a dogma 
that is simply not in the Bible, due to their misunderstanding and 
ignorance of Scriptural knowledge! 
 
1 Cor 14:34 is one of these verses: 
 

Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted 
unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
obedience as also saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let 
them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to 
speak in the church  

 
Many Churches have this obscure doctrine that a woman is not allowed to 
minister in an assembled place (church). At the same time, women are 
allowed to sing in music teams or the church choir! Singing is a ministry 
and a formal part of the service. This means that women in these 
churches do indeed minister by opening their mouths, which contradicts 
the Scripture in 1 Cor 14:34!  
 
When Church Leaders sat down to make their church’s dogma, they used 
the wrong tools to understand what the Bible really instructed. Western 
rules for interpreting Scripture, meaning a Hellenistic or Grecian approach, 
was adopted rather than viewing Scripture from a Hebraic perspective. 
 
A Hebraic perspective is to do exegesis and hermeneutical explanations by 
applying Jewish tools.  
 
The context of the Scripture has simply vanished and erroneous teachings 
surfaced because of the rampant error.  Any good Scholar knows that 
context is supreme in interpreting Scripture! Many churches and 
denominations today, therefore, adhere to a dogma that 'women are not 
allowed to speak in the church at all'. Once again, Satan bellows shouts of 
victory due to man’s errors. This is why Y’shua said: “

3
 … Why do ye also 
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transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 
6
 … Thus have ye 

made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition”
15

.  
 
Now some Churches say this: WOMEN ARE NOT ALLOWED TO SPEAK 
IN THE CHURCH! 
 
The fact is that women did not sit together with their husbands in the 
synagogues in biblical times. The men sat around the Bema (teaching 
platform), which was in the middle of the synagogue as per the photo 
below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The women did not sit around the Bema with the men. No, the women sat 
in the upper part of the synagogue, separated from the men. When the 
Rabbis taught, as in Rav Sha’ul’s day, some women did not understand 
what the Rabbi was saying … thus they shouted from the balcony down to 
their husbands asking them what the teaching involved.  
 
This created a problem in the flow of the service, therefore Sha’ul made the 
ruling “… Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; (as they disrupt the service and flow of 
activities) but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the 
law (it is Torah to be obedient and to listen to instructions). And if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church” (meaning to disrupt the service where 
YHWH is honoured). 
 

                                                           
15
 Mat 15:3, 6, Also see Mark 7:13 
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The result is that today many talented, God-fearing women sit at home and 
do not work in the harvest field to bring souls in, DUE TO MAN’S 
OPINIONS!  
 
The next problem passage is 1 Tim 2:11-12: 
 

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.  

 
Many assume these verses mean: 
 
1) that women are allowed to minister over women,  
2) but YHWH does not allow a woman to minister over a man,  
3) and is not to “usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence”.  

 

"Usurp authority over" in Greek is αυ �θεντέω (authenteo) and literally 
means: not "to govern, or exercise dominion over one." This then means 
that a woman who is married must submit fully under her husband’s 
authority when she teaches, and any single woman who would like to teach 
must find herself a mentor with an apostolic anointing and submit herself 
under his guidance.  
 
Priscilla, wife of Aquila moved with (?) Rav Sha’ul

16
. It is interesting to note 

that Priscilla means 'Ancient' and she taught the Word in the ancient 
perfect paths! She taught Y’shua’s Father’s ancient Torah teachings. In 
fact, she taught a person called Apollos: 
  

• who was mighty in the Scriptures,  

• fervently filled with the Spirit of YHWH,  

• a man who taught diligently,  
 
Yet she took him and expounded to him YHWH’s ways more perfectly!  
 

24
 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an 

eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.  
25

 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the 
Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  

                                                           
16
 Rom 16:3, Acts 18:18, 1 Cor 16:19, 2 Tim 4:19 
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26
 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when 

Aquila and riscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly

17
.  

 
Priscilla could do it only in one way, and that was the way Rav Sha’ul 
instructed. 
 
In Acts 18:1-3 it states clearly that Rav Sha’ul came to Corinth and stayed 
and worked with this Jewish husband/wife named Aquila and Priscilla. We 
can assume that by staying in their home and working with them, they 
would have not only understood Rav Sha’ul's doctrine; but more 
importantly, would have caught the essence of his heart.   
 
It is safe to say that his being there for that season in their lives would have 
impacted them greatly.  Also, it is probably safe to say that they saw him 
reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath, since we are told that Aquila 
and Priscilla later heard Apollos in the synagogue. Safe to say, Rav 
Sha’ul's life and ministry would have greatly touched Aquila and Priscilla: 
  

• in the home,  

• at work, and  

• at the synagogue.  
 
When Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos expound the Scriptures, they 
realized that he was a man with the right heart, but he needed further 
explanation of the Word.  They took him aside and then the unthinkable 
happened: 
   

• The unmentionable!   

• The undenominational!   

• The excommunicable!  
 
Priscilla, along with her husband, taught a man! How did she do it? By 
submitting to her husband’s authority, the way YHWH ordained it! 
 

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. (it never 
mentions teach here, it says learn) But I suffer (allow) not a woman 
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, (in other words, not 
to dominate over a man, but to teach alongside the authority of a 
man) but to be in silence (meaning in stillness, in humbleness). For 

                                                           
17
 Acts 18:24-26 
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Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived was in the transgression

18
  

 
From Biblical Times until Today 
 
There were no women directly called Rabbis in the Bible because there 
were no Rabbis in the Bible, except for Y’shua. Rabbis emerged as the 
leaders and teachers of Judaism after the priestly Judaism stopped with 
the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans in the first 
century.  
 
The opposition of Rabbis to ordaining women was based on their ruling 
that women are exempt from all commandments that must be fulfilled at a 
specific time. This exemption was not the result of sexism, but rather of not 
wanting to put women in a position where they’d face a conflict between 
their duties as mothers and their duty to fulfill a particular commandment. 
No one wanted women to have to leave a child to obey another 
commandment!  
 
The problem, however, was that in Jewish law, you can’t obey a 
commandment that you’re not obligated to obey; and because women 
were not obligated to pray at a certain time and read from the Torah at a 
certain time like men, they simply couldn’t decide to do these things when 
they had no other family obligations.  
 
So, because women could not read from the Torah, lead the congregation 
in prayer, or be counted in the group of 10 Jewish men needed to pray 
communally (called a minyan), they could not be Rabbis.  
 
After the rise of liberal Judaism at the beginning of the 19th century in 
Germany, and then in America (and now all over the world), a more 
inclusive view of the role of women was adopted. Now women and men 
can sit together during prayer. Now women can have bat mitzvahs and 
become Rabbis.  
 
However, for reasons that aren’t entirely clear and have more to do with 
sexism in America than anything in the new understanding of Judaism, no 
women were ordained in America until Sally Priesand became a Rabbi in 
1972 at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the 
seminary of Reform Judaism.  
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Today, a large percentage of rabbinical and cantorial students at HUC-JIR 
are women. Women can be ordained as Rabbis in the seminary of 
Conservative Judaism and Reconstructionist Judaism. Even some 
Orthodox rabbis are looking into ways to accommodate both the demands 
of traditional Jewish law and those of parents who want their daughters to 
have the same spiritual horizons in Judaism as their sons.

19
  

 
But the "Codes of Jewish law" is still silent on the issue of women being 
ordained as Rabbis. No prohibition exists, however, and women who are 
educated in halacha

20
 are entitled to rule on questions of law.

21
 

 
It is interesting to note that in the 17th century Asenath Barzani acted as a 
rabbi among Kurdish Jews; and Hannah Rachel Verbermacher, the Maiden 
of Ludmir, a 19th century female Hasid, fulfilled many of the traditional 
roles of a Hasidic Rebbe.

22
 

 
The first formally ordained female Rabbi outside America was Regina 
Jonas, ordained in Germany in 1935. Since Sally Priesand was ordained in 
the Reform Jewish movement, Reform Judaism's Hebrew Union College 
has ordained 552 women rabbis (as of 2008).  
 
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso became the first female Reconstructionist rabbi in 
1974 (of 110 by 2006); and Amy Eilberg the first woman Conservative 
ordained rabbi in 1985 (of 177 by 2006).  
 
In Europe, Leo Baeck College had ordained 30 female rabbis by 2006 (out 
of 158 ordinations in total since 1956), starting with Jackie Tabick in 1975. 
  
The consensus of the Orthodox Jewish community has been that women 
are ineligible to becoming rabbis; the growing calls for requests for 
Orthodox Yeshivas to admit women as rabbinical students has resulted 
in widespread opposition among the Orthodox rabbinate. Rabbi Norman 
Lamm, one of the leaders of Modern Orthodoxy and Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshiva University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, opposes 
giving semicha

23
 to women. "It shakes the boundaries of tradition, and I 

would never allow it." (Helmreich, 1997). 
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Writing in an article in the Jewish Observer, Moshe Y'chiail Friedman 
states that Orthodox Judaism prohibits women from being given semicha 
and serving as rabbis. He holds that the trend towards this goal is driven by 
sociology, and not halacha ("Jewish law"). In his words, the idea is a 
"quirky fad." No Orthodox rabbinical association (e.g. Agudath Yisrael, 
Rabbinical Council of America) has allowed women to be ordained using 
the term Rabbi. 
 
In the last twenty years, Orthodox Judaism has begun to develop clergy-
like roles for women as halachic court advisors and congregational 
advisors. Some Orthodox Jewish women now serve in Orthodox Jewish 
congregations in roles that previously were reserved for males, 
specifically rabbis. The term rabbanit is sometimes used for women in 
this role.  
 
In Israel, the Shalom Hartman Institute, founded by Orthodox Rabbi David 
Hartman, has opened a program in 2009 that will grant semicha to women.  
Rabbi Aryeh Strikovski (Mahanayim Yeshiva and Pardes Institute) worked 
in the 1990s with Rabbi Avraham Shapira (then a co-Chief rabbi of Israel) 
to initiate the program for training Orthodox women as halachic Toanot 
("advocates") in rabbinic courts. They have since trained nearly seventy 
women. Strikovski states that "The knowledge one requires to become a 
court advocate is more than a regular ordination, and now to pass 
certification is much more difficult than to get ordination." 
 
In Israel, a growing number of Orthodox women are being trained as 
yoatzot halachah

24
. 

  
…Strikovski and his colleagues aren't willing to confer a title 
commensurate with experience. Clarifying his position, he laughs, 
"If a man passed such a test [on Halacha] we would call him a 
rabbi — but who cares what you call it?" he says. "Rav 
Soloveitchik, my teacher, always used to say: 'If you know 
[Jewish law], then you don't need ordination; and if you don't 
know, then ordination won't make a difference.'" Further, the title of 
rabbi only had meaning during the time of the Sanhedrin, he 
argues. "Later titles were modified from generation to generation 
and community to community, and now the important thing is not 
the title but that there is a revolution where women can and do 
study the oral law." (Feldinger, 2005) 
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Rahel Berkovits, an Orthodox Talmud teacher at Jerusalem's Pardes 
Institute of Jewish Studies, states that as a result of such changes in 
Haredi and Modern Orthodox Judaism, "Orthodox women found and 
oversee prayer communities, argue cases in rabbinic courts, advise on 
halachic issues, and dominate in social work activities that are all very 
associated with the role a rabbi performs, even though these women do 
not have the official title of rabbi." 
 
The use of Toanot

25
 is not restricted to any one segment of Orthodoxy; In 

Israel they have worked with Haredi and Modern Orthodox Jews. Orthodox 
women may study the laws of family purity at the same level of detail that 
Orthodox males do at Nishmat, the Jerusalem Center for Advanced Jewish 
Study for Women.  
 
The purpose is for them to be able to act as halachic advisors for other 
women, a role that traditionally was limited to male Rabbis. 
 
Facts Established 
 
• There are overwhelming facts in the Newer Covenant showing that 
women did indeed serve in all the offices of ministry: Evangelists, 
Pastors, Prophetesses, Apostles, and Teachers. 
• These Biblical women taught renowned Rabbis according to Scripture. 
• The Torah does not prohibit a woman to preach or teach at all. 
• Jewish authorities acknowledge the fact to appoint women as Rabbis and 

Toanot.    
• Jewish and Gentile women are lately appointed in these roles. 
 
Closing Thoughts  

 
If women aren't suppose to preach in churches, then we need to find the 
appropriate Bible verses to back up this belief. The above verses quoted in 
this booklet do not apply. They were written to deal with different issues 
and addressed to the early Christian church in Corinth and Ephesus. 
 
I did not write this booklet to promote feminism or to dishonour men. My 
purpose was to prove the fact that these verses do not provide Biblical 
evidence to keep women from preaching in churches. It's important that we 
don't twist the original meaning of verses to fit our desired beliefs. 
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We inform – You choose
26

                                                                             
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"

27
 

 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
To find out about our other Products please contact us 

at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  

you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
26
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
27
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition  




