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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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Nothing wrong with the WWJD man-made tradition, but… 
 
Introduction 
 

Shortly after I began studying the statutes as a source of YHWH's 
instructions for His people, I learned the truth about this thing that is called 
"tzitzit" in the Bible. His statutes, after all, are for clear Correction, 
Protection and Direction in our lives. The Torah, known as Law by 
Christians—but better translated as Teachings or Instructions—as all 
Messianics

1
 know, can never save you. It was never, ever designed by 

YHWH to save man. It was designed by YHWH to take us to the Cross 
where we can meet Messiah Y’shua. We can only be saved by Y’shua’s 
atonement work on the Cross and not the Torah. That is why Rabbi Paul 
said the "Law points out sin" and "it is our schoolmaster". In other words, 
the Torah leads us on the narrow ancient way of YHWH so that we can get 
to the Cross and that we can fully understand what the atonement work of 
Y’shua was all about. This you can only fully appreciate if you use the 
correct tools—the Hebrew tools—to interpret Scripture. 
 

Now Instruction about this strange thing, "tzitzit", is given in two places:  
 

37
 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

38
 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make 

them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their 
generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a 
ribband of blue: 
39
 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, 

and remember all the commandments of YHWH, and do them ; 
and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after 
which ye use to go a whoring: 
40
 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be 

holy unto your God. 
41
 I am YHWH your God, which brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, to be your God: I am YHWH your God.
2
 

 

And also in the Book of Deuteronomy: 
 

12
 Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy 

vesture, wherewith thou coverest thyself.
3
 

                                                           
1
 Messianics are Believers of the literal interpretation of the full Old and New Covenant 
verses. They believe that Y’shua is the only Saviour and Redeemer of the world; and that He 
came not to make His Father’s Word undone, but that He and the other New Covenant 
writers came to correctly interpret and expand on His Father’s Original Covenant. For more 
details on what they believe, see the Website www.hrti.co.za   
2
 Num 15:37-41 
3
 Deut 22:12 
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I was under immediate conviction of the validity and importance of this 
Instruction about "tzitzit", knowing that YHWH has provided His perfect 
way to show our religious devotion to Him. We are to look upon the "tzitzit" 
and remember His Torah.  
 

This Instruction is still not honored by most who believe in the statutes. It is 
interesting that you don't even find this mentioned in most discussions or 
books about the statutes. Now, what is this "tzitzit" all about?  
 
Background 
 

"What Would Jesus Do?" (WWJD) is a question that almost everyone is 
familiar with. Chances are you've seen this catchy phrase strung on 
lanyards

4
, on a co-worker's coffee mug, on the bumper of the car in front of 

you, or on an armband word by many.  
 

"What Would Jesus Do?" all started with a youth group from the Calvary 
Reformed Church of Holland, Michigan. As members of "Generation X," 
they wanted to influence their community for Y’shua. Inspired by the 1896 
Charles Sheldon Book, "In His Steps" (which asked the same query), 
these youths were moved to apply this question to the daily choices that 
they all faced. As a tangible reminder, they had simple cloth bracelets 
made that used the abbreviation, WWJD. The bracelets caught the 
attention of friends, classmates, parents, and town's people. Soon, almost 
everyone was wearing one of these bracelets. As their popularity grew, the 
bracelets were mass-marketed, causing the retail revolution that we see 
today.  
 

To the youths of Calvary Reformed Church in Michigan, "What Would 
Jesus Do?" had nothing to do with fad, popularity or wealth. They asked 
this question because their lives had been transformed by what "Jesus" 
taught and did about 2,000 years ago. They desired to influence their 
community by living their lives the way He taught. They wanted to give 
their faith a tangible connection to their everyday lives. 
 

Although there is nothing wrong in wearing a rubber bracelet with the 
WWJD wording on it, it remains a man-made idea which is not found in the 
Bible. 
 

1. YHWH’s Instruction in the Word for a Tangible Connection 
 

YHWH gave us a tangible connection for during our everyday lives to be 
reminded to stay on the "ancient road": 

 
 

                                                           
4
 A cord worn round the neck by military and naval personnel or by Scouts and Guides for 
carrying something such as a whistle or penknife 
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37
 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

38
 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make 

them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their 
generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a 
ribband of blue: 
39
 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, 

and remember all the commandments of YHWH, and do them; 
and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after 
which ye use to go a whoring: 
40
 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and 
be holy unto your God. 
41
 I am YHWH your God, which brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, to be your God: I am YHWH your God.
5
 

 

Also in the Book of Deuteronomy: 
 

12
 Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, 

wherewith thou coverest thyself.
6
 

 

The word translated as fringes (fringe, tassel, lock) in Numbers is tzitzit
7
. 

The word translated as ribband (cord, thread (twisted)) in Numbers is 
pathiyl

8
. The word translated as fringes (twisted threads, tassels) in 

Deuteronomy is gĕdil
9
.  

 

The translation of border or hem from the Greek is kraspedon
10
, meaning:  

1)  the extremity or prominent part of a thing, edge, skirt, margin  
a)  the fringe of a garment  
b)  in the NT a little appendage hanging down from the edge of the 
mantle or cloak, made of twisted wool  

c)  a tassel, tuft: the Jews had such appendages attached to their 
mantles to remind them of the law.  

 

The New Covenant clearly indicates the Messiah obeyed all of Moses’ Law 
and wore the tzitzit: "And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an 
issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his 
garment:"

11
 Mat 14:36 says: "And besought him that they might only touch 

the hem of his garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly 
whole."  Mark use of the word 'border' for the same thing—Mark 6:56: "And 

                                                           
5
 Num 15:37-41 
6
 Deut 22:12 
7
 Strong's Concordance #06734  
8
 Strong's Concordance #06616 
9
 Strong's Concordance #01434  
10

 Strong's Concordance #2899  
11
 Mat 9:20 
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whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the 
sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the 
border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole." 
And finally, Luke also uses the word 'border', Luke 8:44: "Came behind 
him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of 
blood stanched." 
 
The Messiah spoke against the practice of making the 'tassels' long—Mat 
23:5: "But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad 
their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments," 
 
2. The Claim that Tzitzit is only for the Jews 
 
One of the superfluous objections to following the practice of wearing the 
tassels is claiming it was only for the Jews. Opposition even comes from 
individuals who believe in the keeping of YHWH’s Instructions. 
 
Why? If Y’shua says that the greatest commandments are to love YHWH 
and mankind (as seen in Mark 12:28-33, which Y’shua quotes from the 
heart of the Torah in Deut chapter 6), do you not to wear tzitzit? The tzitzit 
commandment is the one commandment that reminds us of all others;

12
 a 

commandment that He instructs so that we are holy like Him.  
 
Further, if Y’shua, who is our perfect example, wore tzitzit—shouldn’t you?  
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law (Torah, His Father’s 
Instructions), or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law (Torah), till all be fulfilled."

13
 Well, 

heaven and earth is still here—so that means the Torah must also still be 
intact!  
 
Doesn’t Y’shua say to be perfect and holy like YHWH? If you don’t want to 
wear them because you think the "OT" is no longer in effect, could it not be 
similar to saying, "Murder is okay because it was in the OT; and tithing is 
also done away with because that was in the OT, too"; or even saying, "I 
won’t uphold the command not to prostitute my daughter, and why should I 
obey the outward sign?" Can you pick and choose from Scripture? My 
sincere hope is that you find that YHWH’s "ancient path" provides the 
answers you seek. 
 

                                                           
12
 Num 15:37-41 

13
 Mat 5:17-19 
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Zech 8:23 reads, "This is what YHWH Almighty says: ‘In those days ten 
men from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the 
hem (kanaph) of his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have 
heard that YHWH is with you." Zechariah predicted a time in the future 
when Gentiles would grab the hem of a Jew’s robe.  
 
Why will they grab the hem? The "hem" or "corner" of a Jew’s robe is the 
same place where the fringes are located. When the Gentile takes firm 
hold of the "corner" of the robe, he will seek refuge in YHWH's wings. The 
Gentile will recognize that YHWH is with the Jewish people, and the 
Gentile’s desire will be to seek after Him and His Torah. The Gentile will be 
placing himself under YHWH’s authority by following His Torah 
instructions. Let us take a closer look at the places where these "tzitzit" 
words are used in the Bible and what they teach Gentiles about YHWH’s 
Instructions.  
 
Kanaph (wing, corner) is used in the book of Ruth. Ruth 2:12 reads, "May 
YHWH repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by 
Adonai, YHWH of Israel, under whose wings (kanaph) you have come to 
take refuge." Boaz recognized that Ruth had taken refuge under the wings 
(kanaph) of YHWH. Ruth placed herself in the "corners" of YHWH’s 
garment and found a place of refuge.  
 
Ruth 3:8-9 states, "In the middle of the night something startled the man, 
and he turned and discovered a woman lying at his feet. ‘Who are you?’ he 
asked. ‘I am your servant Ruth,’ she said. ‘Spread the corner (kanaph) of 
your garment over me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer." Ruth 
approached Boaz at night and lay down by his feet. Boaz awoke and Ruth 
requested Boaz to spread the corner of his garment over her. What is the 
significance of this? Located on the corners of Boaz’s garments would 
have been the fringes (tzitzit). When Ruth requested his corners she was 
asking Boaz if she could take refuge in him; just as Ruth took refuge in the 
wings of YHWH she is now seeking refuge in the wings of Boaz. Ruth 
proposed marriage to Boaz by calling him her "kinsman-redeemer" and 
Boaz recognized her request. What a beautiful picture of YHWH’s 
protective and providential hand to those who have taken shelter in the 
corners of His garments.  
  
The book of Psalms also uses this imagery of seeking shelter in YHWH’s 
wings (kanaph): "Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the 
shadow of your wings."

14
 Psalm 36:7 "…both high and low among men 

                                                           
14
 Psalm 17:8 
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find refuge in the shadow of your wings." Psalm 57:1 "Have mercy on me, 
O YHWH, have mercy on me, for in you my soul takes refuge. I will take 
refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed." Psalm 
61:4 "I long to dwell in your tent forever and take refuge in the shelter of 
your wings." Psalm 63:7 "Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow 
of your wings." Psalm 91:4 "He will cover you with his feathers and under 
his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and 
rampart." 
 
In the wings of YHWH one finds shelter, protection and refuge. We must 
place ourselves in YHWH's corners and abide in His shalom.

15
 When a 

person, Jew or Gentile, comes under YHWH’s kanaph, they are placing 
themselves under His authority and His commands.  
 
The groom and bride are married under a chuppah in a Jewish wedding. 
The chuppah is a decorative structure made by the groom, and the roof of 
the chuppah is the man’s prayer shawl. Do you see the symbolism as the 
bride comes under the prayer shawl to be married to the groom? The bride 
is coming under her husband’s wing and authority. It is in her husband’s 
corners (kanaph) that she finds refuge and support. 
 
3. Is Tzitzit only for men? 
 
The last time I checked, children of Israel included women—"Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put 
upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue:"

16
 

 
Traditionally, it is mostly men who wear the Tallit (prayer shawl with tzitzit 
in the corners). However, authorities such as the Rambam and Isaac Ibn 
Ghiyyat permit women to wear the tallit/tzitzit. Men must wear them; 
whereas, women can choose to fulfill this positive command.

17
 

                                                           
15
 Peace 

16
 Num 15:38 

17
 Historically, the tallit has mostly been permitted for use by women (Isaac ibn Ghiyyat (b. 
1038), Rashi (1040-1105), Rabbenu Tam (ca 1100-1171), Zerachya ben Yitzhak Halevi of 
Lunel (ca 1125-1186), Rambam (1135−1204), R. Eliezer ben Yoel Halevi (ca 1140-ca 1225), 
Rashba (1235−1310), Aharon Halevi of Barcelona (b. ca 1235?), R. Yisrael Yaaqob Alghazi 
(1680-1761), R. Yomtob ben Yisrael Alghazi (1726-1802)), but with a gradual movement 
towards prohibition mainly initiated by the Medieval Ashkenazi Rabbi Meir von Rothenburg 
(the Maharam). Since the 1970s, in non-Orthodox denominations of Judaism, it may be worn 
by women. Amongst Karaim, the mitzvah of tzitzit is viewed as equally binding for men and 
women; and both sexes, therefore, generally wear the tallit. 
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4. The Opposition and being Frowned upon 
 
Since I began wearing the tassels, I have been made increasingly aware 
there are many who are highly opposed to anything Jewish. The reaction I 
have faced to the observance of Passover and the yearly Sabbaths is 
nothing compared to the reaction toward the wearing of the tassels.  
 
Those who believe in the observance of the yearly sabbaths have reacted 
the most negatively. It is as if they will accept something they can do 
privately, but not something that publically marks them as Believers. A 
person who chooses to follow all YHWH’s Instructions, including the 
wearing of the tassels, attracts the focus of many critics. Even the most 
devoted followers and teachers have warned me of the danger of 
intolerance against the truth of the message caused by the wearing of the 
tassels.  
 
Remember! By wearing tzitzit, the Gentile cannot become Jewish. 
Keeping Torah doesn’t make you Jewish all of a sudden. Keeping the 
Torah of the Messiah does not and can not save you. Belief in the Messiah 
saves you. Ignoring the Torah of the Messiah means you do not practice 
what you believe. The Messiah was an Israelite. The Messiah observed 
and obeyed all Scripture, and He was our perfect example: "For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Messiah also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow his steps:"

18
 "For I have given you 

an example, that ye should do as I have done to you."
19
  

 
Did the Messiah command something which was impossible? "Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."

20
 "If 

ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love."

21
 "He that hath 

my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him."

22
 "And hereby we do know that we know him, if 

we keep his commandments."
23
 "For this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous."
24
  

 

                                                           
18
 I Peter 2:21 

19
 John 13:15 

20
 Mat 5:48 

21
 John 15:10   

22
 John 14:21   

23
 1John 2:3   

24
 1John 5:3   
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Do not fall prey to Satan’s mind-games and reason, "What will people think 
of me—no, it is to embarrassing and I will not wear it", because it can have 
some detrimental effects on you if you persist with this: "But whosoever 
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is 
in heaven."

25
  

  
5. Why the Blue in the Tzitzit 
 
We read in the Torah: "Speak to the children of Israel and you shall say to 
them that they shall make for themselves fringes (tzitzit) on the corners of 
their garments, throughout their generations, and they shall affix a thread 
of techelet on the fringe of each corner."

26
 

 
The verse contains two commandments: 1) to affix (white) fringes on the 
corners of a four-cornered garment; and 2) is to add a thread of techelet to 
each corner. These two commandments are independent of each other. 
 
Techelet, the blue mentioned 48 times throughout the Tanach,

27
 was a 

blue dye that was used in various ritual textiles. Techelet was incorporated 
into both the ritual textiles of the Priesthood—Tabernacle and Temple as 
well as into the private ritual textiles of the common Israelite—in the fringes 
that adorned everyday garments with the bit of "priesthood" that adorned 
every Israelite.  
 
It is said that techelet has been likened to the colour of the sea, to the sky, 
to sapphire and to the Holy Throne of Glory that YHWH sits upon. The blue 
reminds you of YHWH! 
 
6. How to Make and Tie Tzitzit 
 
Although you can spin or devise your own wool tzitzit strands, it is easier to 
buy a tzitzit pack, which is available at most Hebrew bookstores. There will 
be sixteen strands in the pack (four long ones and twelve short ones; four 
of 1.5 m (60 inches) and twelve at 1 m (40 inches).  
 
Separate these into four groups with one long and three short in each. The 
longer strand is called the shammash and is normally the one used for the 
winding. There are various ways to knot the tzitzit according to your beliefs 
and likes which you can find on the Internet—but I have found the Kariate 
way the most sensible. 

                                                           
25
 Mat 10:33   

26
 Num 15:28 

27
 Hebrew Bible – The Old Covenant 



11 

 

The Bible states, "and you will see them and remember all the 
commandments of YHWH" (Num 15:39). A closer look at the passage in 
Num 15,37-41 shows that the command of tzitzit applies only to clothing, 
as the passage specifically states "And they will make for themselves tzitzit 
on the corners of their garments" (Num 15:38). The Biblical Hebrew word 
for garments (BeGeD) relates to something that is worn as clothing. 
Furthermore, Deut 22:12 specifically states that the tzitzityot are to be put 
"on the four corners of your clothing which you cover yourself with". 
 
The Torah commands that every four-cornered garment has strings 
attached to it, and among those strings must be a strand of blue (techelet) 
(Num 15:38). The Torah does not state which dye must be used to create 
the blue strings. Any dye that produces the colour blue is sufficient.  
 
The strings of the tzitzit are to be tied into a 
chain-like knot and placed on the corners 
of four-cornered garments. This is 
commanded in Deut 22:12 which states 
"Chains [Gedilim, same word as in 1 
Kings 7:17 "wreaths"] shall you make for 
yourself on the four corners of your 
clothing, with which you cover yourself 
with."  
 
The chain-like knots can be made in any 
number of ways and do not have to be 
made in the Rabbinic fashion. The 
important thing is that they have the 
appearance of links in a chain (Gedilim) 
and that they include at least one blue 
strand.  
 
The word tzitzit itself literally means a 
"braid, plait" as in the verse "and took me 
by a plait (KJV "lock") of mine head".

28
  

 
Thus, the design of the tzitzit must be like 
that of a braid/plait of hair which is the 
same design as the links in a chain.  
 

                                                           
28
 Ezek 8:3 
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When you start with the chain, make sure you leave a big enough loop at 
the top to easily loop the tzitzit to your clothes. 
 
7. Healing in Messiah’s Wings 
 
Mat 9:20-22 says, "Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding 
for twelve years came up behind Y’shua and touched the edge of his 
cloak. She said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.’ Y’shua 
turned and saw her. ‘Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed you.’ And 
the woman was healed from that moment." Why did this woman touch the 
edge of Y’shua’s cloak?  
 
This woman recognized the importance of the edge of Messiah’s cloak. 
Why? Because it was on these edges where the tzitzit would have been 
located. The woman’s faith was not in the material cloak itself, but in what 
it represented, the commands of YHWH. What Old Covenant Scripture did 
this woman put her trust in? Mal 4:2 says, "But for you who revere my 
name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And 
you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall."  
 
Here we see a translation error. Those who used the Masoretic text for this 
verse added vowel points where they should not be. The word used here is 
"shamesh" which is referring to the center lamp of the menorah that we are 
all familiar with. This servant lamp is the Messiah, the Son of 
righteousness. It should read "servant of righteousness". Malachi is 
referring to what is also written in Isaiah 53:5: "But He was pierced through 
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed." 
Y’shua is the suffering servant (Messiah ben Yoseph) being spoken of in 
Isaiah 52 on into 53 (Order the Booklet "Pre-Tribulation Rapture, Fact or 
Hoax?" for more information on the two Messiah roles Y’shua must fulfill). 
Isaiah 53, by the way, is something you will never hear read in an 
Orthodox synagogue.  
 
Where will this healing be found in the "sun of righteousness"? The healing 
will be found in the wings (kanaph). Another word for "wings" is "corners" 
and located on these "corners" were the fringes. Healing is found in the 
corners of the Servant of Righteousness. The woman understood this and 
reached out for the corners (tzitzit) of Messiah’s cloak. Her faith wasn’t in 
the edge of Y’shua’s cloak; her faith was in the Word of YHWH. Y’shua is 
the Word of YHWH made flesh.

29
 Messiah recognized her faith and healed 

                                                           
29
 John 1:1, 14 and Rev 19:13 
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her. Mat 14:35-36 says, "...People brought all their sick to him and begged 
him to let the sick just touch the edge of His cloak, and all who touched 
Him were healed."  
 
8. General examples of tallit/tzitzit 
 
In biblical times, the Jewish men wore this garment called a talith, talis, talit 
or prayer shawl all the time—not just at prayer. Talith contains two Hebrew 
words; TAL meaning tent and ITH meaning little. Thus, you have LITTLE 
TENT. Each man had his own little tent. (Rabbi Paul was a Jewish 
Pharisee, but also a tentmaker. In Corinth, people lived in houses—so he 
made Prayer Shawls, not tents to live in.) Six million Jews could not fit into 
the tent of meeting that was set up in the Old Covenant. Therefore, what 
was given to them was their own private sanctuary where they could meet 
with YHWH. Each man had one! His Prayer Shawl or Talis. They would 
pull it up over their head, forming a tent, where they would begin to chant 
and sing their Hebrew songs, and call upon Elohim, YHWH, Adonai. It was 
an intimate, private, set-apart time from anyone else’s time when they 
were totally focused upon YHWH. This was their prayer closet! 
 
 The Hebrew writing on the ATARAH or CROWN, is the BLESSING: 
"Blessed art thou. Lord our Yahuwah, King of the universe, who has 
sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to wrap 
ourselves in the tzit tzit." The Blessing is placed over the head, on the 
outside, just like the tent walls of the Holy Tabernacle so that they would 
always hang the same way. As the Atorah was placed over the head, it 
formed his own tent. WINGS of the garment were formed when the arms 
were held out. 
 
As you study the Hebrew and Greek, this covering with the garment is 
expressed as "the HOVERING or BROODING of the Spirit of YHWH over 
the face of the waters" in Gen 1:2.  Also, "the hovering over and spreading 
out of the wings of the eagle" in Deut 32:11 and "the overshadowing of the 
Most High" when Y’shua was conceived by the Holy Spirit in Luke 1:35. 
This was the overshadowing that came upon Peter, John and James as 
they went with Y’shua to the Mount of Transfiguration to pray in Luke 9:28. 
Also, it was when Peter's shadow became the overshadowing as people 
were healed when his shadow (filled with the overshadowing presence of 
YHWH) fell upon them in Acts 5:14. 
 
The Prophet Elijah passed his mantle on to Elisha in 2 Kings 2. Many 
believe that this mantle was actually his Tallit and was symbolic of the 
power of prayer that Elijah had saturated that mantle with. This mantle that 
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Elijah left behind as he was taken up by a whirlwind into heaven was what 
Elisha struck and parted the waters with. 
 
Mark 5:41 "Then He took the child by the hand and said to her, 'Talitha 
cumi', which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you arise." Messianic Hebrew 
scholars believe that her name comes from the old word "Talith" and that 
the literal translation of this is, "Little girl who is now in my tabernacle 
(tent), arise!" and the power of the intimacy that Y’shua had with YHWH 
caused her to rise. 
 
We have all heard of the custom of tying a string around your finger to 
remember something. This originates from the wearing of tzitzit. Men 
would often play with their tzitzit by twirling them around their fingers in 
order to remember the instructions in the Torah. 
 
1 Sam 15:23: "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of Adonai, 
He has also rejected you from (being) king." 1 Sam 15:27: "And as Samuel 
turned to go, (Saul) seized the edge of his robe, and it tore." The tzitzit 
was on the edge/corners of all Jewish men’s garments. Samuel’s 
mantle/tallit was made invalid when Saul tore the tzitzit from its corner— 
because the mantle represented the Word of the Torah, it meant that Saul 
no longer followed the Torah. When David later cut off the tzitzit from 
Saul’s robe in the cave, it was symbolic of Saul being made invalid 
because he wasn’t following Torah (1 Sam 24:4 &11). Saul had rejected 
the Word of YHWH. 
 
A divorce is considered the rending of the covering garment of blessing 
upon a sanctified union in marriage. It may be well seen as a severing of 
the tzitzit of the chuppah’s tallit, removing the blessing of YHWH’s Torah 
upon the marriage and rendering it invalid. Just as ripping a tzitzit from 
ones tallit in Bible days represented a severing of authority, so a marriage 
is voided—its blessing severed through divorce. It is therefore obvious that 
we should see the value of protecting and maintaining the covering of 
blessing—the enshrouding of YHWH’s provision for health and well being 
in marriage.  
 
Mat 6:6: "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when 
you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you." Here Y’shua was referring to the 
prayer shawl as the "closet", "inner room" of secrecy with Yah.  
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Closing Thoughts  
 
Wearing a tallit (prayer shawl) or tzitzit with the proper motive (heart) and 
attitude (mind) can enhance your prayer life and your knowledge of 
Messiah. Tzitzit must not be worn for the sake of just looking spiritual—
that’s what the Pharisees did. Wearing tzitzit will not add anything to your 
salvation. The person who wears tzitzit must have a proper understanding 
of what it symbolizes. The danger associated with wearing tzitzit is that it 
can become just a religious icon. If a Gentile chooses to wear tzitzit, he or 
she does not magically transform into a Jew. The Believer who chooses to 
wear tzitzit does it in the freedom and grace of Messiah. If Messiah could 
wear His tzitzit without becoming legalistic, then it is quite possible His 
followers can do likewise.  
 
I adopted the wearing of tassels some years ago. Some may label me 
fanatic or weird. I am not ashamed to follow the Torah of YHWH. I will also  
"suffer shame for his name"

30
 because "the gospel of Messiah: for it is the 

power of YHWH unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek."

31
  

 
It is my desire to practice a primitive godliness rooted in Scripture which is 
not burdened with cultural baggage.  
 
In conclusion, I must explain that anyone who has turned away from the 
Babylonian SUNday-type churches and has learned the truth of the Torah, 
knows what it’s like to be ostracized. When you leave the "Mainstream 
Christian Movement" and seek and find the living Word of YHWH’s Torah, 
you will be living pretty much in exile—waiting for the great Exodus part 
Two. Those of us who now have a personal relationship with the real 
Messiah Y’shua are used to being ignored, hated and despised by the very 
people of the world who claim to love the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.  
 
Those people who now follow Y’shua have lost all their friends and family 
and have learned to live on the edge, wanting to be part of and participate 
in things going on in the world—yet unable to participate because of their 
moral conscience. Those remnants know what living on the edge is all 
about. That edge is the very edge the tzitzit stands for: doing what’s right, 
regardless of what goes on around you in this sick and perverse world. 
Living on the edge is tzitzit living. 
 

                                                           
30
 Acts 5:41 

31
 Rom 1:16 
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We inform – You choose
32
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
33
 

 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Proverbs 25:25 
Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa 

 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  

Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 
 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
32
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
33
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 


