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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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The Shavuot Haggadah reading and explanation                                                                  
for Torah-Observant Messianic Believers 

 
Introduction 
 

Shavuot
1
 is the anniversary of Moshe

2
 receiving the Ten Commandments 

and the Torah
3
 from YHWH on the mountain somewhere between 1500 

and 1250 BC. (Dates vary).   
 

It is also the celebration of Pentecost which took place on the same day on 
the Hebrew calendar, which is 50 days after Y’shua rose from the dead in 
the first century A.D.  They are literally the same Holiday.   
 

On this day was the celebration of YHWH entering the affairs of men in a 
profound way. On Shavuot, it was to teach people how to live as the 
community of YHWH and the other, Pentecost, to empower them to do so.  
 
Background 
 

Shavuot in Hebrew literally translates 'weeks' in English or 'Feast of 
Weeks'.  
 

The Greek term for Shavuot is 'Pentecost', which means fifty (or fifty days).  
Shavuot is celebrated seven weeks (49 days) and one day after the first 
Shabbat

4
 occurring during Pesach

5
, hence 50 days! There are different 

schools of thought as to when the fifty days actually is started to count. 
 

One school of thought is that the Shabbat used to calculate the 
observance of Shavuot is not the normal weekly Shabbat, but the High 
Shabbat day described in Lev 23:6-7: 
 

Then the day after the Passover celebration
6
, the Festival of 

Unleavened Bread begins
7
.  

This festival to the LORD continues for seven days
8
, and during that 

time all the bread you eat must be made without yeast.  

                                                           
1
 Shavuot is pronounced as Shah-vu-ote 
2
 Hebrew name for Moses 
3
 The Torah is the 613 Instructions (what Christians wrongly call the Law) given by YHWH to 
Moshe. These Instructions are written in the first five Books in the Bible which Moshe wrote  
4
 The High Holy Sabbath on the 15

th
 of Nisan, not the weekly Sabbath which starts Friday 

evening at Sundown till Saturday evening at sundown, or the second High Holy Sabbath 
which falls on the 22

nd
 of Nisan and ends Pesach 

5
 Passover 

6
 The Passover celebration falls on the 15

th
 of Nisan 

7
 That means from the 16

th
 onwards. For seven days, counting from the 16

th
 takes you to the 

22
nd
 at evening 

8
 To the end of the 22

nd
 Nisan 
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On the first day of the festival
9
, all the people must stop their regular 

work and gather for a sacred assembly. (NLT) 
 

The second day of Passover then is the first day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread and is treated like a Shabbat day.  (Many Scholars 
believe it is the day to begin the count to Shavuot). Shavuot is one of the 
three 'Pilgrim' feasts

10
 that Torah requires all Jewish males to celebrate in 

Jerusalem annually.  
 

The other two 'Pilgrim Feast' days are Pesach (Passover) and Sukkot 
(Tabernacles).  These three festivals are called Shlosha Regalim in 
Hebrew.  
 

As said, it was on Shavuot that YHWH met the Children of Israel, 50 days 
after their exodus from Egypt on Mt. Sinai, and gave Moshe

11
 the Torah.  

 

Shavuot is also called the 'Feast of First Fruits' celebrating the first fruits of 
the harvest, Lev 23:15-17 …  
 

From the day after the Sabbath (the High Holy Shabbat), the day 
the bundle of grain was lifted up as an offering, (the Feast of First 
Fruits) count off seven weeks. Keep counting until the day after 
the seventh Sabbath, fifty days later, and bring an offering of 
new grain to the LORD. From wherever you live, bring two loaves 
of bread to be lifted up before the LORD as an offering. These 
loaves must be baked from three quarts of choice flour that 
contains yeast. They will be an offering to the LORD from the first 
of your crops (NLT).  

 

The Passage also tells us of the two types of YHWH's provision:   
… From wherever you live, bring two loaves of bread to be lifted 
up before the LORD as an offering ...  

 

Shavuot celebrates the wheat harvest, similarly to how Pesach celebrated 
the barley harvest.   
 

                                                           
9
 15

th
 of Nisan, which is the first High Holy Shabbat. There are seven in YHWH’s festival 

calendar: 1) The 15
th
 of Nisan when the Pesach begins, 2) 22

nd
 of Nisan when the Pesach 

ends, 3) Shavuot, fifty days later, 4) 1
st
 of Tishri which is Rosh Hashanah, the Feast of 

Trumpets, 5) 10
th
 of Tishri is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, 6) 15

th
 of Tishri is the first 

day of Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, and 7) 22
nd
 of Tishri is Simcha Torah, the Feast of 

Rejoicing in the Torah, the last day of the Feast of Trumpets 
10
 The Three Pilgrimage Festivals, known as the Shlosha Regalim, are three major festivals 
in Judaism — Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Weeks), and Sukkot (Tents or Booths) — when 
the Israelites lived in ancient Israel and Judea would make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, as 
commanded by the Torah. In Jerusalem, they would participate in festivities and ritual worship 
in conjunction with the services of the kohanim (priests) at the Temple in Jerusalem. 
11
 Moses 
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It also commemorates both the giving of the Covenant of Sinai and the 
giving of the Renewed Covenant.  
 

The Renewed Covenant was prophesied by Jeremiah and fulfilled and 
initiated by Y’shua, and it will fully come to pass during the Messianic 
Age

12
 … 

 

Here, the days are coming," says the LORD, "when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Jacob.  
It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers on the day I 
took them by their hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt;  
because they, for their part, violated my covenant (Torah), even 
though I, for my part, was a husband to them," says the LORD.  
"For this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days," says the LORD:  
"I will put my Torah within them and write it on their hearts; I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.  
No longer will any of them teach his fellow community member or 
his brother, 'Know the LORD'; for all will know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest; because I will forgive their sins and iniquity 
and remember them no more.

13
  

 

Centuries before Y’shua's ministry, the Rabbis had decided that Shavuot 
was the anniversary of when YHWH appeared upon Mt. Sinai and 
instituted His covenant (marriage) to the Jewish people

14
.  

 

However, the remembrance is bittersweet, because at Sinai the Israelites 
had backed away from what YHWH had wanted. Because of the Israelites’ 
fear to enter the Promised Land, YHWH changed them from a nation of 
priests (Exod 19:5-6) to a nation with priests (Exod 28:1).  
Traditional on the night when Shavuot began (remember that Jewish days 
start in the evening) was a vigil

15
 called Tikkun Lail Shavuot

16
, when the 

                                                           
12
 The Thousand Years of Peace when Y’shua will physically rule on the earth 

13
 Jer 31:30-33 

14
 YHWH took Israel as His wife at Mt. Sinai. The Ketubah (Wedding Contract) was the Ten 
Commandments and the Torah. YHWH divorced Israel (Northern Ten Tribes) because they 
started to worship pagan gods and were scattered into the nations. This is Romans 11’s 
Cultivated Olive Tree’s branches that were broken off. The Gentiles who return to Torah, of 
whom many are possibly of the Lost Ten Tribes, are the Wild Olive Tree branches of Romans 
11 that are grafted back into the Cultivated Olive Tree 
15
 A Vigil is a period spent in doing something through the night 

16
 In keeping with the custom of engaging in all-night Torah study, a special service for the 
evening of Shavuot is arranged. The Tikkun Leil Shavuot ("Rectification for Shavuot Night") 
consists of excerpts from the beginning and end of each of the 24 books of Tanakh (including 
the reading in full of several key sections such as the account of the days of creation, The 
Exodus, the giving of the Ten Commandments and the Shema) and the 63 chapters of 
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Jewish people would plead with YHWH, promising that if He would again 
offer to make Israel a people of priests that they would not refuse again.  
 

The year that Y’shua died and rose, YHWH answered that vigil!  The vigil 
is at the very core of why the Believers in Acts 2:1 were gathered in one 
place.  
 

The people of priests were finally established as clearly seen in 1 Peter 
2:9.  The physical presence of YHWH upon Sinai in wind, sound, and fire 
was duplicated upon each of the Believers present at that Pentecost. Thus, 
Shavout is the anniversary of when we received YHWH's written Word 
(Torah) and His indwelling Spirit (Ruach)!  
 
The Purpose of Counting the Omer   
 

This following section is explaining the starting of a season or period of 
time known as "The Counting the Omer". 
 

From the day after the Shabbat, the day you brought the sheaf of 
the wave offering [First Fruits], count off seven full weeks, until 
the day after the seventh week. Count off fifty days, and then 
present an offering of new grain to the LORD.

17
   

 

The 'Omer' is a Biblical measure of a volume of grain; it is an ancient 
Israelite unit of measure used in the era of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
There’s not too much written in YHWH’s word about why we’re called to 
count the Omer- it’s just one of those things that ABBA instructs us to do! 
 

There is a school (1) that believed the purpose for the counting of the 
Omer was to be a memorial period for remembering each step our 
ancestors took leaving behind the Land of Oppression until they came to 
stand at the base of Mount Sinai to receive the glorious Torah on this day 
of Shavuot. 
 

What’s more important in remembering from Deut 4:2 is:  
 

You shall not add to the word which I command you, neither 
shall you diminish from it, in order that you will keep the 
commandments of Yahweh your God which I command you. 

 

As Believers in Y’shua and in the Truth of YHWH’s Word, we must take 
care not to get caught up in sensationalism – as much as it is nice to want 

                                                                                                                                     

Mishnah. This is followed by the reading of Sefer Yetzirah, the 613 commandments as 
enumerated by Maimonides, and excerpts from the Zohar, with opening and concluding 
prayers. The whole reading is divided into thirteen parts, after each of which a Kaddish di-
Rabbanan is recited when the Tikkun is studied in a group of at least ten Jewish, Bar 
Mitzvahed men 
17
 Lev 23:15-16 
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to believe in the things written outside of Scripture, we must not get 
caught-up into thinking that it’s true. Even though there is no harm 
regarding those thoughts or things that cause sensationalism affects in us, 
we must avoid taking them as gospel.  Instead, let us wait for Mashiach’s 
return when all things will be perfect, including our understanding. 
 

The Counting of the Omer, (Sefirat Ha'omer in Hebrew) is a verbal 
counting of each of the forty-nine days between the Jewish holidays of 
Pesach and Shavuot.  
 

This mitzvah
18
 derives from the Torah commandment to count forty-nine 

days beginning from the day on which the Omer, a sacrifice containing an 
omer-measure of barley, was offered in the Temple in Jerusalem, up until 
the day before an offering of wheat was brought to the Temple on 
Shavuot.  
 

The idea of counting each day represents spiritual preparation and 
anticipation for the giving of the Torah, which was given by YHWH on 
Mount Sinai at the beginning of the month of Sivan, around the same time 
as the holiday of Shavuot.  
 

The period of Omer is considered to be a time of potential for inner growth 
- for a person to work on one's middot or good characteristics through 
reflection and development of one aspect each day for the 49 days of the 
counting. 
 

The Sefer HaChinuch
19
 states that the Jewish people were only freed from 

Egypt at Passover in order to receive the Torah at Sinai (we as Believers 
are saved out of our Egypt only by the Living Torah (Y’shua) during 
Passover. This is an event which is now celebrated on Shavuot, and to 
fulfill its laws. Thus the Counting of the Omer demonstrates how much a 
Jew desires to accept the Torah in his own life. 
 

Thus, for the Believer of today the Counting of the Omer demonstrates:  
 

how much you desire to accept the Living Torah, (Y’shua, and His 
instructions) and how to live the Written Torah, in your own life. 

 
The Count 
 

As soon as it is definitely evening, (approximately thirty minutes after 
sundown), the one who is counting the Omer recites this blessing: 

 
 

                                                           
18
 Instruction 

19
 "Book of Education", often simply "the Chinuch," is a work which systematically discusses 
the 613 commandments of the Torah. It was published anonymously in 13

th
 Century Spain 
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"Baruch atah Adonai 
Eloheinu Melekh Ha-olam  
asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav  
v'tzivanu al S'firat Ha-omer." 

 

"Blessed are You,  
Lord our God, King of the Universe,  

Who has sanctified us with His commandments  
and commanded us to count the Omer." 

 

Then he or she states the Omer-count in terms of both total days and 
weeks and days.  
 

For example, on the 23
rd
 day the count would be stated thus:  

 

"Today is twenty-three days, which is three weeks and two days of 
(or "in") the Omer." 

 

According to the Halakha
20
, a person may only recite the blessing while it 

is still evening. Then he or she states the Omer-count in terms of both total 
days and weeks and days.  
 

Traditional Customs Associated with Shavuot 
 

On Shavuot the Israelites would gather in their villages with the first fruits 
of their crops and take them to the Temple in Jerusalem where they would 
be met by the Levites who were singing and praising the Lord.  
 

The traditional Bible reading for Shavuot is the book of Ruth. The events 
that happen in Ruth takes place at the Harvest (Ruth 2:23). Ruth is the 
Great Grandmother of the greatest human king Israel ever had, King David 
(Ruth 4:17). Ruth’s love, commitment, and loyalty to the Jewish people is 
symbolic of Israel’s love, commitment, and loyalty to the Torah which was 
given on Shavuot!  
 

The traditional Torah reading for Shavuot is Exodus chapters 19 & 20, 
which details the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai and the Ten 
Commandments.  
 

It is also customary to eat dairy products at home for Shavuot because 
Torah is considered YHWH’s milk for our spirit man!  
 
 
 
 

                                                           
20
 The collective body of Jewish religious law, including biblical law (the 613 mitzvot) and later 
talmudic and rabbinic law, as well as customs and traditions 
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Messianic Significance in the Modern Biblical Celebration of Shavuot 
 

In the New Covenant, it was on Shavuot that the Ruach HaKodesh
21
 was 

given Acts 2:1-18--on the day of Pentecost (Shavuot): 
 

Seven weeks after Jesus' resurrection, the believers were meeting 
together in one place.  
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty windstorm in the skies above them, and it filled the house 
where they were meeting. Then, what looked like flames or 
tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And 
everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability.  
Godly Jews from many nations were living in Jerusalem at that 
time.  
When they heard this sound, they came running to see what it 
was all about, and they were bewildered to hear their own 
languages being spoken by the believers.  
They were beside themselves with wonder. "How can this be?" 
they exclaimed.   "These people are all from Galilee, and yet we 
hear them speaking the languages of the lands where we were 
born!  
Here we are – Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from 
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya toward Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, 
and Arabians.  
And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages 
about the wonderful things God has done!"  
They stood there amazed and perplexed.  "What can this mean?" 
they asked each other.  But others in the crowd were mocking.  
"They're drunk, that's all!" they said.  Then Peter stepped forward 
with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, "Listen 
carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem!  
Make no mistake about this.  Some of you are saying these people 
are drunk.  It isn't true! It's much too early for that.  People don't get 
drunk by nine o'clock in the morning. No, what you see this 
morning was predicted centuries ago by the prophet Joel:  

 

'In the last days, God said, I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, and your old men will dream 

                                                           
21
 Hebrew for Holy Spirit 
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dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
my servants, men and women alike, and they will 
prophesy.'  

 

As said before, the Hebrew word Shavuot means "weeks".  The quotation 
from Leviticus 23 tells us to celebrate this day fifty days after a certain 
Shabbat.  
 

There is disagreement, however, on which Shabbat is referred to as 
mentioned in Leviticus.  
Is it the usual weekly day of rest (1) that falls during the seven days of 
Pesach?  Or is it the first day of Pesach (2), which is High Holy day of 
rest?  
 

Rabbinical Judaism accepts the latter (2).  But many in Messianic Judaism 
believe that the former answer is correct (1). 
 

This means the Orthodox Rabbis believe that the "day after the High Holy 
Shabbat" of Pesach is the appointed time of First Fruits. The question is, 
why does the disagreement make a difference? Well, here’s the answer:  
 

• Shavuot, as celebrated by Rabbinical Judaism and some 
Messianics, may fall on any day of the week.  

• But Shavuot, as celebrated by most Messianics, always falls 
on a Sunday as does First Fruits for them.  

 

This means that the Messianic counting of the 50 days allows Shavuot to 
coincide with the celebration of Pentecost. You need to decide which one 
is correct.  
 

It is also interesting to note that Shavuot is only a one day festival and 
not a seven day festival as the other two pilgrim feasts. Shavuot is only 
celebrated in one day in the Promised Land, but was traditionally two days 
in the Diaspora

22
.  

 

What IS important is that all Feast celebrations must point to and glorify 
Messiah Y’shua, the Jewish Messiah.  
 

Shavuot or Pentecost is such an exciting Feast and teaches about Y’shua 
and the Harvest.  This is the meaning of the waving of the two loaves of 
Bread as mentioned in Lev 23:17: 

                                                           
22
 Diaspora means outside the land of Israel. The reason is because the Jewish month follows 
the cycle of the moon: a 'new moon' means a new month. Now, Jewish months can either be 
29 or 30 days, depending on when the new moon of the next month is sighted. So if you were 
far away from Jerusalem in biblical time, you would not know what day had been pronounced 
the first of the month. Consequently, you would not know which day the holidays started, 
and you might be one day off. So Jews outside of Israel celebrated two days of the festival 
instead of one, since one of the two days was certainly the right day 
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Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two 
tenth deals: 
they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they 
are the firstfruits unto the LORD.  

 

The typology of what this means is probably: 
 

The two loaves of Bread foreshadow the 'One New Man' of Eph 2:15 …  
 

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, (hostility; a reason for 
opposition: - enmity, hatred) even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; (likewise, with the Torah) for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

 

Rabbi Sha’ul (Paul) taught that the Gentile Believers became united with 
the Jewish Believers in Messiah and Torah as fellow citizens of Israel, as 
in Messiah there is no difference between Jewish and Gentile Believers. 
 

The first loaf of bread represents the Jewish Believers and the second loaf 
represents the Gentile Believers, the only two groups of people YHWH 
mentions in the Bible as belonging to Him.  Everyone else outside of the 
Covenant with YHWH is regarded as aliens from the Commonwealth of 
Promise, so they are excluded until they repent of wickedness and turn to 
Him, and only then they become part of YHWH’s family. 
 

The Father’s love is so great that He sent His only Son to reconcile the 
only two groups He recognizes into the 'One New Man'.  What a glorious 
scene we have as our High Priest Y’shua takes these two loaves of bread 
that represent us, Jew and Gentile Believers; and wave them before the 
altar unto our Heavenly Father!  
 

With the bread offering, a first born yearling lamb was also sacrificed on 
Shavuot.  Today, we too have a First Born Lamb.  Y’shua was sacrificed 
for us and is our First Fruits!  
 

The traditional Bible reading from the Book of Ruth is another foreshadow 
of the 'One New Man'. There are only two Books in the Bible about 
women, Ruth and Esther.  
 

Esther is a Jew and Ruth is a Gentile, and Ruth is the Great 
Grandmother of the great King David. Esther and Ruth are symbolic of 
the 'One New Man'.  
 

Ruth’s words to Naomi ring true today and model the relationship that 
should exist between the Church and Israel: 
 

But Ruth replied, "Don't ask me to leave you and turn back.  
I will go wherever you go and live wherever you live.  
Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.  
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I will die where you die and will be buried there.  
May the LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but death to 
separate us!"

23
   

 

Now listen to this: 
 

Boaz, the Jewish redeemer or messiah (saviour) who married and saved 
Ruth the Gentile, exemplifies the story of Messiah Y’shua in a 
supernatural way.  
 

Ruth, then, is a picture of the Gentile side of the Bride, the Church! 
Therefore, Y’shua the Son of God came as the redeemer, not of one 
Gentile woman, but of all Gentiles and Jews who come to know and 
accept Him.  
 

Shavuot is also a celebration of the greatest gift given to us after Y’shua, 
and that is the Ruach HaKodesh. The Ruach HaKodesh, according to 
Y’shua’s words, was sent to comfort, teach and give understanding to the 
Word.  
 

These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you. (This is Y’shua’s Torah instruction from 
the Father!)

24
   

 

The Ruach also give the gifts of YHWH:   
 

To one person (not all the people have the same gifts) the Spirit 
gives the ability to give wise advice; to another he gives the gift of 
special knowledge.   
The Spirit gives special faith to another, and to someone else he 
gives the power to heal the sick.   
He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and to another 
the ability to prophesy.   
He gives someone else the ability to know whether it is really the 
Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking.   
Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown 
languages, and another is given the ability to interpret what is 
being said.  
It is the one and only Holy Spirit who distributes these gifts.  
He alone decides which gift each person should have.

25
   

 

                                                           
23
 Ruth 1:16-17 (NLT)   

24
 John 14:25-26  (NLT) 

25
 1 Cor 12:8-11 (NLT)   
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Now that you have all this information you may be wondering: how do I 
celebrate Shavuot?  
 
Brief Guideline of How to Celebrate Shavuot 
 

1) Inform each person (couple) you invite to bring two loaves of fine baked 
bread. This is sweet tasty bread; make it different types of wheat bread. 
 

2) Prepare a meal such as pasta with lots of cheese in it, etc. 
 

3) Each person must bring a 'first-fruit':   
 

• a cheese and fruit platter to be eaten as starters during teaching and 
during the meal,  

• Wine or grape juice to be served (each to bring their own drinks). 
 

4) Create a relaxed atmosphere by playing Messianic music softly in the 
background. 
 

5) Open in prayer, and welcome all. Keeping the Biblical feasts always 
generates conversation; therefore, all the feasts point to the main topic of 
discussion, Y’shua!   He is our First Fruits!  
 

6) Read or explain the story of Exodus chapters 19 & 20 from the Torah 
and the concept of the 'One New Man' from Ruth as explained previously 
in this Haggadah. 
 

7) Explain the parallels between Shavuot and Pentecost and how Messiah 
Y’shua fulfilled it in great detail as listed below: 
 

From the Old Covenant In the Renewed Covenant 

1) It is a well known fact that 3,000 
Israelites died as a result of a violation 
of Torah, which includes the Ten 
Commandments. 

1) On Pentecost 3,000 Jews entered 
the Kingdom of God on that Shavuot 
when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
Believers. 
 

2) Moshe received the 
Commandments when he climbed up 
the burning mountain at YHWH's 
command, waiting upon God to bring 
a whole new reality of Him to Israel  
– this was the birthing of Torah. 
 

2) At Pentecost the disciples had to 
climb up to the Upper Room and wait 
there according to Y’shua’s instruction  
– this was the birthing of the Bride by 
the Living Torah. 
 

3) God came down in the form of fire, 
on Mt. Sinai 50 days after they left 
Egypt. 

3) God came down in the form of fire 
in the Upper Room 50 days after 
Y’shua rose from the dead. 
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4) Shavuot brought the 
commandments of YHWH to us. 
YHWH gave 613 mitzvot (instructions) 
to Israel. 
 

4) Y’shua, who came as fulfillment of 
those mitzvot, selected the core one. 
He said it is the culmination of the 
613: "Love one another!"  That's it.  
Love God and love each other, the 
core of the Torah.  

5) On Shavuot the Torah was given 
as eternal instructions to teach people 
how to live as the community of God.  

5) On Pentecost the Spirit was given 
to us as Instructor to empower people 
to do so.  

6) Shavuot celebrates the wheat 
harvest physically on the land  
– this is when the actual harvest on 
the land starts. 

6) Pentecost celebrates the beginning 
of the spiritual 'wheat harvest' with the 
reaping of the souls into the heavenly 
storeroom. 

7) Israelites feared YHWH and He 
changed them from a nation of priests 
to a nation with priests. 
 

7) We as Believers are now called a 
Royal Priesthood if you are reborn 
and live by YHWH’s Instructions  
– the Torah. 
 

8) The physical presence of YHWH 
upon Sinai was in the form of wind, 
sound, and fire.     
 

8) The physical presence of YHWH 
upon each of the Believers present  
at Pentecost was in the form of wind, 
sound, and fire.   

 
8) Remember the 120 in the Upper Room were praying, so make time to 
pray together as families and as the Ruach leads to pray for each other 
(for a fresh anointing of YHWH’s Ruach and for each other’s needs). Also 
pray specifically for the workers in YHWH’s harvest of souls. Please 
ensure you also pray corporately together for Israel and for the peace of 
Jerusalem. Also remember to bless your spouse and children during this 
time. 
 

9) Finish the meal with typical cheese cake desert and general fellowship. 
 

10) The focus on Shavuot is to spread the Word and be filled with the 
YHWH’s Spirit! Do not get wrapped up in traditions, but celebrate Shavuot 
in freedom and joy!  The worst thing you can do on Shavuot is to do 
nothing!  Shavuot is about the harvest. Y’shua said about the harvest:    
 

He said to his disciples; "The harvest is so great, but the workers 
are so few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 
him to send out more workers for his fields

26
.  

 

                                                           
26
 Mat 9:37-38 
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We encourage you to be a worker and share in the harvest, to Jew and 
Gentile alike! The harvest is so large and the workers so few! Make a 
difference today for the Kingdom of God! 
 

Also celebrate this Biblical Holiday to walk in the anointing of the 'One New 
Man'. That means to take a stand for Israel! Let her people be your people! 
Make a declaration that you will stand with YHWH’s elect, Israel and her 
people, before or during the closing prayer. Also during the prayer, pray for 
the return of Y’shua, then recite the following traditional blessing: 
 

Blessed you are O Lord our God, 
King of the Universe 

who has let us live and sustained us 
and brought us to this time. 

 

11) Go home or corporately plant a fruit tree. 
 
Conclusion 
 

We, the Holiday lovers, celebrate all of the feasts because it is instructed 
by YHWH in the Torah for Israel to observe these festivals forever

27
. The 

Messiah Y’shua observed these festivals as did the early Messianic Jews 
and Apostles such as Rabbi Sha’ul

28
. We also know that when the 

Messiah Y’shua returns to this earth that these festivals will be re-
established worldwide

29
. 

 

When we, as Messianic Judaism Students, celebrate the festivals, we do 
so with the core view that Y’shua is the fulfillment of all these Holy Days, 
and He is exalted through our activities.   
 

We inform – You choose
30
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
31
 

 

                                                           
27
 Lev 23:21, 31, 41, Exod 12:14 

28
 Acts 20:16. 1 Cor. 16:8, Acts 28:17 

29
 Zech 14:11-21 

30
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
31
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 
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Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 
 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 


