
0 
 

 

  

A Hebraic Approach to Scripture 
Interpretation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE INFORM – YOU CHOOSE 

 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSOR WA LIEBENBERG 



1 
 

 

A Hebraic Approach to Scripture 
Interpretation 

 

A special thank you to all the "truth" seekers who contributed 
to make this concise description of Hebraic hermaneutics a 

reality. I have cited you in the footnotes and salute you for your 
exceptional research work, without your great insight this book 
would not be a reality. It is my prayer that the citations will lead 
the reader to your work. The book is written in such a way that 
it is easily understandable for Christians. It is my prayer that 
many Christians will receive the truth and be transformed.  

by 

Professor WA Liebenberg 
 

Academic Proofread by: Ed Garner BTh. MSc. 

 
The 1998 Scriptures Bible has been used as basis                    

unless otherwise referenced 
 

All rights reserved.  

No portion of this book may be reproduced or copied. 

 
 

Distributed by: 
Hebraic Roots Teaching Institute 

Pretoria – South Africa 
Email: products@hrti.co.za 
Mobile: +27 (0)83 273 1144 

 
Facebook Page: "Hebraic Roots Teaching Institute" 

Website: http://www.hrti.co.za 

http://www.hrti.co.za/


2 
 

Preface 

YHWH "God" has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 

Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 

Instead of saying "Jesus", we call our Saviour "Y’shua" – the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ", we use the word "Messiah" – which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 

"YaHoWaH" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V are derived from the same 
Hebrew letter 'vaw'). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters"). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim 
("God") to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others. At the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as too 
sacred to be uttered and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word Adonai 
("My Lord"). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes (Jewish 

scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew Bible) 
used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the vowels 
for YHWH; and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of satan for not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 

In the 19
th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh and it is now the conventional usage in Biblical scholarship; but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves. Yah (hyis 

an abbreviation of God’s name,YHWH, as seen in Psalm 68:4. The Name is also 
found in the word hallellu-YaH, which means "you praise the LORD"). 
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Did "Jesus" use the Greek Way of Interpreting Scripture…? 
 
Introduction 
 
Islam only has two denominations, Shiite and Sunni; but in Christianity 
there were reported to be approximately 41,000 denominations in 2013.

1
  

By the time you read this booklet, there will be more. Any idea why it is like 
that? (Divide and conquer is a sound military strategy (Matt 12:25).) 
 

The only logical reason I can think of is because people do not interpret the 
Word of YHWH as they should. Scripture after Scripture is being 
spiritualized, and teachings based on the doctrines and traditions of men 
are being accepted above YHWH’s original and literal intent. 
 

To us at the Hebraic Roots Teaching Institute, the literal sense of Scripture 
alone is the whole essence of faith. We believe all heresies and errors have 
originated, not from the simple words of Scripture, but from neglecting the 
simple words of Scripture and from the habit of purely making assumptions 
— that is, by spiritualizing Scriptures.   
 

Globally, many people have reached the point where they do not attend 
church services anymore. They want to embark on the incredible journey of 
discovery on the Ancient Paths

2
 for the "original meanings".  Believers are 

not ignorant, pew-sitting church goers where the "Reverend" talks and they 
listen and accept every word as truth. No, they have become diligent 
researchers of the Word as the Bereans did,

3
 and they tap into resources 

most "old school Reverends" do not even know exist—i.e., the Internet. 
 

YHWH has called us, and many like-minded believers like us, to never give 
up studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible 
passage. This is the very reason for this booklet. It is our desire to put 
something in the hand of the true student of the Word who strives to 
understand Scripture more clearly to ultimately walk closer to YHWH; what 
greater desire could there be?

4
 

 

With regards to the proper understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures in their 
proper context, including the "New Covenant" Books, there are in fact 
"levels" of interpretation that must be taken into consideration. On top of 
the various levels of interpretation there are also "tools" encoded in the 

                                                           
1
 Christian denominations, Wikipedia -  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations  
2
 Jer 6:16. 

3
 Acts 17:10-12. 

4
 Please also read the booklet "The Highest Form of Worship is Studying the Word." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations
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Scriptures to confirm if a given "doctrine" is correct. Failure of the 
identification and use of these tools will result in erroneous doctrine. The 
"levels and tools" explained in this booklet are for your use to accurately 
arrive at a correct doctrine, they are: 
 

1) The House of Judah, House of Israel and the Dog Groups Concept 
2) The Scripturalist Principle 
3) The Historical Literary Context Principle 
4) The Torah is the Foundation 
5) Understand the Expanding of the Bible 
6) Typology Studies confirms Doctrine 
7) Gematria confirms Doctrine 
8) The Principle of First Mention 
9) The Rules of PaRDeS Interpretation 

 

These were the methods used to write and interpret Scripture by the 
authors themselves as well as the audience of their time and culture. Now 
come and journey with me as we mine for the hidden jewels in the 
Scripture using the correct tools… 
 
The Western-world’s Aberrational Approach  
 

Biblical hermeneutics is the study of the principles of interpretation 
concerning the Books of the Bible. Traditional Protestant theology adheres 
to their principles of interpretation. Some of their main erroneous principles 
are mentioned here: 
 

 "The Historical-grammatical Principle based on historical, socio-
political, geographical, cultural and linguistic / grammatical context." 
This proclaims a Historical-grammatical view. However, when such a 
view is compared to that of the Jewish perspective, much loss of truth is 
revealed. Such a "Hebraic Roots" perspective would be rejected by 
most main-stream churches because of the embarrassing inaccuracies 
it would reveal. 
 

 Their mutually-exclusive, models of history:  
o "The Dispensational Model or The Chronometrical Principle." 

They say: "During different periods of time, God has chosen to 
deal in a particular way with man in respect to sin and man's 
responsibility." Meaning there was a time for the Law (Torah) and 
it is now Grace only and the Torah does not apply anymore. 
Why? Because God changed His way of thinking. 

o "The Covenantal Model." They say: "We differentiate between 
the various contracts that God has made with his people; 
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specifically their provisions, their parties and their purposes." This 
is erroneous as you are either in covenant or out of covenant. 
Covenants are layered upon each other and the one covenant 
does not replace any other covenant, in fact it contributes to the 
previous covenants. 

o "The New-Covenantal Model." They say: "The Old Testament 
Laws have been fulfilled and abrogated or cancelled with Christ's 
death, and replaced with the Law of Christ of the New Covenant, 
although many of the Old Covenant laws are reinstituted under 
the New Covenant." Meaning that we can now do and say what 
we want and Scriptures such as 1 John 3:4, "Everyone doing sin 
also does lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness" is spiritualized 
away to make YHWH’s Torah

5
 null and void. It is unbelievable to 

see how people are ignorant of this simple truth. 
 

 "The Ethnic Division Principle." They say: "The word of truth is rightly 
divided in relation to only three classes which it treats, i.e. Jews, 
Gentiles and the Church." They fail to see that their basis is built on an 
assumption and not Scripture. The fact of the matter is that YHWH only 
addresses three groups of people:  
 the House of Judah (Jews),  
 the House of Israel of which Y’shua distinctly said that He only 

came to die for this group
6
 and no other group, and  

 the Dogs
7
. (More on this below.) 

 

Christians, have been "pastorised" by professional clergy. Pastorisation 
causes church goers to be unable to think for themselves, and they are told 
what to believe by the clergy. Although the name of "Jesus Christ" is 
advanced by most pastors to validate their positions, pastors have become 
the idols of millions, whose lives revolve around pastors. Anyone who 
reads the teachings of Jesus Christ as recorded in the four Gospels cannot 
help but see a grand canyon of difference in the teachings of Christ, and 
the world of churchianity. It is nothing short of utterly dumbfounding to 
watch countless Christians sitting in mega-churches, on television like little 
children in school, being pastorised by "infallible and inerrant" clergy. 
 

Because Christians follow these leaders and their principles blindly, not 
questioning their dogma or searching the Scripture as the Bereans did to 
test Sha’ul’s (Paul) interpretation of Scripture, we therefore have the 
dilemma of different dogmas which resulted in 41,000 denominations. 

                                                           
5
 The Law better known as YHWH’s Instructions for a prosperous life. There are 613 

Instructions on what you are allowed to do and not to do. 
6
 Matt 15:24: The Lost Sheep of the House of Israel scattered into the gentile nations. 

7
 The Dogs in Scripture are those who blatantly reject YHWH’s Torah. 
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The now follow the nine interpretation "tools" listed above. 
 
1) The House of Judah, House of Israel and the Dog Groups Concept 
 
It is vitally important to understand that YHWH only deals with three 
groups of people in His eternal plan. These groups are: 

 

1) The House of Judah, also known as the 
Southern Kingdom or just Judah (which was 
the dominant tribe. Benjamin was the other 
tribe). They were never divorced by YHWH 
and are still married. They are the blinded 
Orthodox Jews who passionately live under 
the Torah, even today. YHWH blinded them 
from Messiah Y’shua and they cannot help it.

8
 

2) The House of Israel, also known as the 
Northern Kingdom, the Lost Ten Tribes, 
Joseph or Ephraim (which was the dominant 
tribe amongst the ten tribes). Y’shua said 
specifically that He "came only for the Lost 
Sheep of the House of Israel" (Matt 15:24). 

3) The "Dogs". These are all gentiles who are 
out of YHWH’s Torah Covenant. The ones 

willfully opposing the Torah, YHWH’s Law. They are called kuon in the 
New Covenant Greek. They are the false prophets teaching against the 
Torah; the Lawless ones as Scripture has it. Those "out of" the Torah 
Covenant are called "dogs" in Scripture (Rev 22:15; Deut 23:18; Isaiah 
56:10-11; Phil 3:2; Psalm 22:16, 20, Matt 7:6 are but a few examples). 
In Matt 15:26-27 Y’shua called the "woman" (an out of Covenant gentile) 
from Canaan a "dog" (a Torahless gentile) until such time she came into 
the "household" (the Commonwealth of Israel) of the "Father" (YHWH’s 
rules) by accepting to eat of the "crumbs" (by starting to study the minor 
teachings) of the "bread" (the Torah).  

 
Now you must decide which one of the three groups you belong to, as 
there are unfortunately no other groups in Scripture. To say that YHWH 
deals with the Jews, the Church and the Gentiles is a blatant lie from the pit 
of Hell and this dogma has no Scriptural foundation whatsoever.   
 
The Scattering of the House of Israel into the Nations 
 
Because the Northern Kingdom transgressed the Torah of YHWH, they 
were scattered into the nations of the world (please see the booklet 

                                                           
8
 Psalm 69:23 – Refers mainly to the House of Judah because the House of Israel had already 

been scattered amongst the nations during the time of Y’shua. 
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"Christian Foundational Teachings No. 2: Your Identity. The Ultimate 
"Mystery" in the Bible Christians have Grossly Missed"). 

 
This is the "Wild Olive 
Tree" of Romans chapter 
11. The "Cultivated Olive 
Tree" is the House of 
Judah which is cared for 
by the "Owner," but the 
Wild Olive Tree is not 
part of the "Owner’s" 
estate because the 
House of Israel chose to 
whore after other gods. 

She broke the Torah Covenant and therefore YHWH, the "Owner," 
divorced her. Because she broke the covenant she is now yoked with this 
"generational curse".

9
 This will continue until she (the individual believer) 

repents and returns to accept the "Owner’s household rules," His Torah. 
Therefore, all believers in Messiah Y’shua who willfully reject the Torah are 
called "Dogs" in Scripture (i.e., as said to the Canaanite woman). 
 
This is why Y’shua stated categorically, that not every person that says to 
Him, Lord Lord will enter into His Kingdom. Only those who love Him and 
show it by living according to His rules (Torah) after coming into faith

10
 

will have eternal life with Him. Notice, Y’shua is talking to Torah-observant 
believers in the following passage, and warns them against the non-
Torah-observant doctrine many teach even today, listen: 
 

Matt 7:1-23: 1 Do not judge, lest you be judged. 2 For with what 
judgment you judge, you shall be judged. And with the same 
measure you use, it shall be measured to you. 3 And why do you 
look at the splinter in your brother‟s eye, but do not notice the 
plank in your own eye? 4 Or how is it that you say to your 
brother, 'Let me remove the splinter out of your eye,‟ and see, a 
plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank 
from your own eye, and then you shall see clearly to remove the 
splinter out of your brother‟s eye. 6 Do not give what is set-
apart to the dogs (non-Torah believers), nor throw your pearls 
before the pigs

11
 (your Torah teachings), lest they trample them 

under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 7 Ask and it 
shall be given to you, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives (hunger for 

                                                           
9
 Please see the booklet on "A Hebraic Perspective on Bloodline Curses!" 

10
 By accepting what Y’shua has done on the stake for you. 

11
 Matt 10:14. 
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Torah truths), and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
shall be opened. 9 Or is there a man among you who, if his son 
asks for bread, shall give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, 
shall he give him a snake? 11 If you then, being wicked, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your 
Father who is in the heavens give what is good to those who ask 
Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you wish men to do to you, do also 
to them, for this is the Torah and the Prophets. 13 Enter in 
through the narrow gate! (Torah ancient path) Because the gate 
is wide – and the way is broad – that leads to destruction (false 
teachings), and there are many who enter in through it. 14 
Because the gate is narrow and the way is hard pressed  
which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 15 But beware 
of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are savage wolves. 16 By their fruits you 
shall know them (Torah is not the root of Salvation, but the Fruit 
of your salvation). Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs 
from thistles? 17 So every good tree yields good fruit

12
, but a 

rotten tree yields wicked fruit. 18 A good tree is unable to yield 
wicked fruit, and a rotten tree to yield good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20 So then, by their fruits you shall know them – 21 Not 
everyone who says to Me, 'Master, Master,' shall enter into the 
reign of the heavens, but he who is doing the desire of My 
Father in the heavens. 22 Many shall say to Me in that day, 
'Master, Master, have we not prophesied in Your Name, and cast 
out demons in Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your 
Name?' 23 And then I shall declare to them, 'I never knew you, 
depart from Me, you who work lawlessness! (Torahlessness)' 
24 Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and 
does them, shall be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock, 25 and the rain came down, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, and it did not fall, for it was 
founded 26 And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and 
does not do them, shall be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand, 27 and the rain came down, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and they beat on that house, and it fell, and 
great was its fall. 28 And it came to be, when Y‟shua had ended 
these words, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 
29 for He was teaching them as one possessing authority, and 
not as the scribes. 

 

                                                           
12

 Psalm 1:1-3. 
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Moving away from YHWH’s Laws, His Instructions, His Torah brings a 
curse. As long as you follow His Mitzvot, His Commandments, you are free, 
but to reject His Commandments, you will be cursed.  
 
That applies to every person who hardens their hard to YHWH’s Torah and 
refuse blatantly to "play by His rules." This is referenced to each and every 
modern day preacher and teacher who came to the knowledge of the truth 
of YHWH’s Torah but outright rejects it and "plays by his own rules." This 
religious group, the modern day Pharisees, are no different to the 
Pharisees in Y’shua’s time! They will rather follow their man-made rules 
than submit to Almighty YHWH’s set rules. No wonder Y’shua tells these 
modern-day preachers "depart from me you workers of Lawlessness!" They 
are cursed and will remain cursed until they repent and turn from their 
wicked anti-Torah ways. 
 
Thus, the "lost sheep" are scattered into the pagan nations and they are 
following these wicked nation’s evil ways. That is why YHWH bellows out 
that we need to come out of every form of paganism and rid ourselves of 
evil: 
 

Rev 18:4: And I heard another voice from the heaven saying, 
"Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and 
lest you receive of her plagues. 

 
Mal 3:7: "From the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from My laws (Torah) and did not guard them. Turn 
back to Me, and I shall turn back to you," said YHWH of hosts... 

 
From this we can clearly see that most believers are still involved in 
"modern-day paganism," a man-made form of worship that rejects outright 
YHWH’s Torah, His set of rules!  
 
Many scoff it off and think it is a joke, taking no heed of His warnings... 
 
2) The Scripturalist Principle 
 
The definition for a Scripturalist is "One who adheres literally to the 
Scriptures."

13
 In other words this is the quality or state of being scriptural; 

meaning, literal adherence to the Scriptures should be your first approach. 
Sir Isaac Newton once said: 
 

"About the time of the end, a body of men will be raised up who will 
turn their attention to the prophecies, and insist upon their literal 
interpretation in the midst of much clamor and opposition."  

 

                                                           
13

 Freedictionary - http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Scripturalist  

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Scripturalist
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Spiritualizing away Scripture occurs when literal, historical events are 
spiritualized away by applying "secondary meanings" to them. As said, this 
is the reason of the origin of the 41,000 different denominations and this is 
fatal for the one true faith of YHWH.  
 
I believe that we are that generation Isaac Newton was talking about and 
that Scripture should be approached through this "door" of taking Scripture 
literally as a first rule.  
 
3) The Historical Literary Context Principle 
 
The next principle is to search for the original meaning of words in the 
Scripture – before historical context changed the meaning of words – to 
avoid inaccurate meanings. Studies show that some words may have 
meant different things in the past, and we have to be careful not to confuse 
words that meant something in one century and mean something 
completely different in another.  
 
For instance, the Old German words "hus" and "bunda" mean "house" and 
"owner." "Husband" originally had nothing to do with marital status at all, 
except that home ownership made husbands extremely desirable marriage 
partners in the 13th century. The slang shortening it to "hubby" was first 
used in the 1680s. 
 
Also, to read Scripture within its literary context is to understand that 
specific words have specific meanings in the context of a specific sentence. 
The sentence is understood in the context of the sentences preceding it 
and coming after it—in its surroundings. This is similar to the way the 
simple phrase "How are you?" means one thing when you're greeting a 
friend at the grocery store and quite another when you're visiting that friend 
in the hospital. 
 
The reader must ask, "What is the author saying?" and "Why is he saying it 
right here?" Thus, words must be understood in their original context and 
language. We cannot redefine words to suit our theology, but must search 
out their true meanings from Scripture, Hebraic thought, in the culture and 
times, and context of the verses. 
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4) The Torah is the Foundation 
 

To understand the words used in the Messianic Writings,
14

 one has no 
choice but to turn to the dictionary of words, the TaNaCh

15
, to obtain the 

true definition of a word and not to turn to the Hellenistic philosophers
16

 for 
understanding.  
 

It is crucial to understand that the Torah is the only foundation of all 
thought

17
. If your interpretation of any verse contradicts Torah, then it is not 

the Scriptures that are at fault, but your interpretation of the verse. This 
means that you have erred and that there is a flaw in your understanding 
and perhaps your dogma.  
 

5) Understand the Expanding of the Bible 
 

Amount Description 

1,050 There are 1,050 do’s and don’ts in the Messianic Writings. 
Y’shua, Sha’ul, and the rest of the writers wrote to explain 
YHWH’s 613 Torah Instructions. Nothing new was ever said. 

613 The 613 Torah Instructions are the foundation of Scripture 
and every single thing that applies to your physical and 
spiritual life is contained in these Instructions for a victorious 
life. 

10 The Ten Commandments are written on two Tablets which is 
a summary of the 613 Torah Instructions. One Tablet explains 
how to love YHWH, and the other explains how to love your 
neighbour. If you do these Ten Commandments you will 
automatically do the 613 Instructions of the Torah.    

2 The two Tablets rest on two Pillars, each Tablet on a Pillar, 
and the Pillars are what Y’shua quoted from the Torah in 
Luke 10:27 "And he answering, said, 'You shall love YHWH 
your Elohim with all your heart, and with all your being, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your 
neighbour as yourself.'" The Pillars where Y’shua quoted from 
are from the core of the Torah in Deut 11:13 and Lev 19:18.  

Conclusion What Y’shua basically said is: if you do the two Pillars then 
you will automatically do the Ten Commandments as well as 
the 613 Torah Instructions and fully understand the 1,050 
do’s and don’ts in the Messianic Writings. 

                                                           
14

 The New Covenant, Brit Chadashah in Hebrew. 
15

 The Old Covenant. TaNaCh is an acronym which stands for Torah (first Five Books), Naviim 
(Prophets) and Chetuvim (Writings i.e. Proverbs, Psalms etc.). 
16

 Western way of thinking according to Greco-Roman interpretation, i.e. the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Protestant Movement that came from their way of thinking. 
17

 2 Tim 3: 16. 
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Thus, the Bible must be understood as follows: 
 

a) The 613 Torah Instructions are the basis for a sound wholesome life.  
b) The Prophets (Prophetic Books in the Bible) explains the 

consequences and give examples of what happened to Israel when 
they break the Torah. They are dispersed if they break YHWH’s Torah 
and regathered if they repent. This happened every single time. Why 
do you think Israel is scattered all over the nations today? They will 
remain there until they (the church) repent and return to the Torah. 

c) In the Writings wisdom is given by Solomon, David, etc. (Proverbs, 
Psalms, etc.) as a warning not to break the Torah and what blessings 
you can expect when you keep the Torah.  

d) Y’shua in the Messianic Writings came to earth to show us how to 
actually live the Torah, and He further chose and trained selected 
men, His Talmidim

18
 to go and search

19
 for the Lost Sheep of the 

House of Israel
20

, to explain to these scattered Sheep that they must  
return to Torah and interpret it correctly

21
. 

 
Failing to see what the various sections of the Bible imply will result in 
erroneous doctrine. 
 
6) Typology Studies Confirms Doctrine 
 
Now that we know that the Torah is the foundation of everything, we can 
fully understand the concept of Isaiah 46:10 which is a fundamental 
principle to understand Scripture correctly. YHWH distinctly says:  
 

"declaring the end from the beginning, and from of old that which 
has not yet been done, saying, „My counsel does stand, and all My 
delight I do,‟" 

 
Meaning that if you want to understand the end of the Bible, you must then 
study the beginning, which means the Torah, as all Scripture is expanded 
from the Torah. Yes even Eschatology

22
 which includes the Book of 

Revelation. 
 

                                                           
18

 Disciples. 
19

 Matt 10:6.  
20

 Matt 15:24, Matt 18:12-14.   
21

 Matt 5:17. 
22

 Study of the end time events. 
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If your dogma concerning any prohetic event contradicts the Typologies in 
the Torah, then again, your doctrine is incorrect. Typology can be defined 
as: 
 

In the Old and New Covenants there are a typological linking of 
Old Covenant "types" to New Covenant "antitypes" ("antitype" 
means "imprint": the term is from die-stamping and has nothing to 
do with hostility). Therefore Typology (or typological symbolism) is 
a Believer‟s form of Biblical interpretation that proceeds on the 
assumption that YHWH placed anticipations of Y‟shua in the Laws, 
events, and people of the Old Covenant. 

 
Another definition is: 
 

"Typology is a special kind of symbolism. (A symbol is something 
which represents something else.) We can define a type as a 
“prophetic symbol” because all types are representations of 
something yet future. More specifically, a type in scripture is a 
person or thing in the Old Testament which foreshadows a person 
or thing in the New Testament."

23
 

 
Let’s use Yoseph

24
 as a type of the Messiah and how his life portrays the 

events of Messiah Y’shua. Here are a few ways in which Yoseph prefigures 
Y’shua

25
: 

 
 Yoseph dreamed that he would rule over his brothers and eventually the 

known world. His brothers were angry and jealous. Y’shua implied that 
He was the promised king, the Son of David. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees were angry and jealous. 
 

 Yoseph’s brothers plotted to kill him. The Pharisees and Sadducees 
plotted to kill Y’shua.  

 
 Yoseph’s brothers cast him in a well, but later brought him out 

unharmed. Y’shua was put to death and rose again. Also, He was cast 
into a prison pit and later taken out to be charged. 

 
 Yoseph’s brothers stripped him of his special coat. The Romans 

stripped Y’sHua of His garments and cast lots for His special coat (tallit). 

                                                           
23

 What is biblical typology? - http://www.gotquestions.org/typology-Biblical.html  
24

 Joseph.  
25

 Note that there are over 100 of these prefigures in Yoseph’s life and only some are used to 
bring the point over. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/typology-Biblical.html


14 
 

 
 Yoseph was sold into slavery in Egypt.  The Holy Family escaped into 

Egypt to flee from King Herod. Also, Y’shua was "sold" for 30 pieces of 
silver. 

 
 Yoseph was tempted by Potiphar’s wife, but did not sin. Y’shua 

triumphed over the temptation of the devil. 
 

 Yoseph was convicted of rape on false testimony and was jailed with 
two criminals. Y’shua was condemned to death on false testimony and 
was also with two criminals. 

 
 Yoseph prophesied one would live and one would die. Y’shua also 

prophecied that one would be with Him in paradise and the other not. 
 

 When Yoseph was released from prison, he was "set over all the land of 
Egypt" (Gen 41:41). After Y’shua rose from the dead, He took His place 
as Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

 
 Yoseph fed his people with the grain he had stored up. Y’shua feeds us 

with the Covenant Meal. 
 

 Yoseph saved Israel from starvation. Y’shua saved Israel from their sins 
because of their starvation from Torah. 

 
 Yoseph’s brothers did not recognize him with their first coming as he 

had a gentile (Egyptian) name "Zaphenath-paneah." Y’shua’s brothers 
also did not recognize Him with His First Coming and He also took on a 
gentile (Greek) name "Jesus" till recently.  

 
 Yoseph’s brothers did recognize him with their second coming as he 

had revealed himself to him who he is. Y’shua’s brothers is busy 
recognizing Him for who He is as many Christians are moving away 
from the name "Jesus" and start calling Him by His Hebrew name 
Y’shua. 

 
The doctrine of typology seems to be largely neglected in the modern 
church either because of ignorance or of exposure to some proponents 
who have grossly distorted this interpretative method. Typology studies do 
indeed confirm doctrine as YHWH Himself said in Isaiah 46:10. If you do 
not apply Isaiah 46:10 in your search for truth, then there may very well be 
"gray" areas in your doctrine. 
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7) Gematria Confirms Doctrine 
 
In Hebrew, each letter possesses a numerical value. Gematria or gimatria 
is a traditional Jewish system which is the calculation of the numerical 
equivalence of letters, words, or phrases, and, on that basis, gaining, 
insight into interrelation of different concepts and exploring the 
interrelationship between words and ideas. 
 
In other words, gematria assigns numerical value to a word or phrase, in 
the belief that words or phrases with identical numerical values bear some 
relation to each other. This is a system unknown in the western Christian 
church. This system is not to establish a doctrine, but again to confirm 
doctrine, the same as with the principle of typology studies.  
 
Gematria has to do with the 
letters of the original Hebrew and 
Greek words throughout the 
whole Bible. Originally, both the 
Hebrew and Greek languages did 
not have symbols to represent 
numbers, like we do in our own 
language (1, 2, 3, 4). In both the 
Hebrew and Greek you find that 
each alphabetical letter is also a 
numerical number as the pictures 
of the Hebrew (top) and the Greek (bottom) indicate. This is why in the 
whole Bible you find numbers written out as words.  
 
Example: The number 
1 is actually the first 
letter of either the 
Hebrew or Greek 
alphabet. The symbol 1 
is actually the Hebrew 

letter 'Aleph' א and the 

Greek letter 'Alpha' ᾼ. 
The number 2 is 'Bet' or 'Beta', and so on.  
 
Each letter of the Hebrew and Greek alphabet represents a number. So, 
when you look at the words in Scripture, you are also looking at a very 
intricately woven set of 'spirit numbers' just sitting there, waiting for us to 
discover. 
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Let’s look how gematria confirms doctrine in the sacred name YHWH…  
        
YHWH in Hebrew is spelled:  
  

yud = י 
 hey = ה 
 vav = ו 
 hey = ה  
 
In gematria it adds up like this:  
  
 yud = 10 
 hey = 5 
 vav = 6 
 hey = 5 
           Total = 26  
 
So 26 is the number of God’s name YHWH. In gematria you also get both a 
"Total" and a "Sum." The "Total" is the number you get when you add the 
values of all the letters. In other words 26 is the "Total" for the sacred name 
YHWH.  
 
The "Sum" however, is a little different. You use what is called the "small 
method" -- by breaking down the "Total" into its smallest number. Example: 
the "Sum" of YHWH 26 is then (2 + 6 = 8). His "Total" is 26, but His "Sum" 
is 8, and if you do this with every word in the Bible, both the Hebrew and 
the Greek, there are very interesting "connections."  
 
For example -- we see that YHWH = 26 = 8. Is it 
not amazing to note that the name Y’shua in 
Greek "Jesus" adds to 888 opposed to satan's 
666!  
 
In other words 8 is a significant number:  
 

 Y’shua rose from the dead on the 8th day. (The first day of the new 
week is considered the 8th day.)  

 David was the 8th son of Jesse.  

 Circumcision of a newborn male is done on the 8th day, etc. 

 And it goes on and on...  
 
What is really interesting about it all is that both the Hebrew and the Greek 
agree with each other! Is this a coincidence? Also, the international 

accepted symbol for infinity ∞, is an "8" laying on its side.  
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The name Y’shua in Greek = 888 and 8 + 8 + 8 = 24 (the "Total") = 2 + 4 = 
6 (the "Sum"). Meaning 8 = Son of God and 6 = Son of Man, because 6 is 
the number for man.  
 
To take it further, the name YHWH = 26 or (2 + 6 = 8), where 2 refers to 
'united' in Scripture (or 'divided' depending on the text), and 6 refers to 
man. Therefore 26 actually means 'united with man'.             
 
How is YHWH united with man? He is united by the Sum (2 + 6), or 8 which 
is Y’shua. Also, 2

3
 = YHWH and 2 x 3 = 6 = man, thus the number of 

Y’shua is a glorified version of the number of man, and only man was made 
in the image of God (Elohim). 
 
Is this a coincidence? No absolutely not, gematria confirms doctrine. 
 
8) The Principle of First Mention  
 
One of the most remarkable evidences of Biblical unity is the internal 
consistency, and nowhere is this internal evidence more strikingly evident 
than in a phenomenon which is referred to as "The Principle of First 
Mention," which simply means that the very first time any important word is 
mentioned in the Bible (usually, of course, it is in Genesis).  
 
Scripture gives that word its most complete, and accurate, meaning to not 
only serve as a "key" in understanding the word's Biblical concept, but to 
also provide a foundation for its fuller development in later parts of the 
Bible. It provides guidance as to how the word or concept is defined in the 
rest of YHWH’s Word.  
 
The law of first mention may be said to be the principle that requires one to 
go to that portion of the Scriptures where a doctrine is mentioned for the 
first time and to study the first occurrence of the same in order to get the 
fundamental inherent meaning of that doctrine. When we thus see the first 
appearance, which is usually in the simplest form in the Torah, we can then 
examine the doctrine in other portions of the Word that were given later.  
 
This principle in the interpretation of Scripture establishes an unchangeable 
pattern, with that subject remaining unchanged in the mind of YHWH 
throughout Scripture.  
  
Let’s look at an example of "The Principle of First Mention": 
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1) When YHWH changed Abram’s name to Abraham and made him the 
father of many nations. 

2) YHWH changed Sarai’s name to Sarah and made her the mother of 
nations. 

3) YHWH changed Jacob’s name to Israel and made him the first Israeli 
and father of the Twelve Tribes. 

4) YHWH changed the name of Simon to Peter and gave him superiority 
over the other apostles and the Assembly

26
 was built on the revelation 

he uttered to explain who Y’shua was. 
 
Meaning, whenever YHWH changed the name, the person was given great 
honour. 
 
The Book of Genesis is the seed plot of every doctrine found in the 
Scriptures, for every doctrine is found there in simple form. 
 
9) The Rules of PaRDeS Interpretation 
 
Interpretation of the Torah requires that one must have a deep respect for 
the significance of every word and phrase in the text. YHWH has placed in 
the Torah everything that the student needs to read in order to understand 
the text! It is our job to mine deep within the text to find the jewels on what 
YHWH is saying. 
 
There are four level of interpretation of 
the Torah and for every verse in the 
Bible and they are called:  
 

Peshat,  
Remez,  
Derash, and  
Sod.  

 
The first letter of each word P-R-D-S is 
taken, and vowels are added for 
pronunciation, giving the word PaRDeS 
(meaning "paradise," "garden" or 
"orchard"). Each layer is deeper and more intense than the last, like the 
layers of an onion. The ancient Sages (Rabbis) have set up these four 
fundamental categories of interpretation and these are still in use today 
amongst amongst top scholars and Biblical truth-seekers.  
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Derash 
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Each one of the four types of PaRDeS interpretation examines the 
"extended meaning" of a text. As a general rule, the extended meaning 
must never ever contradict the base meaning. 
 
With that as background, let’s now examine these four layers of the 
"onion": 
 

Level Meaning 

Peshat 
(P’shat) 

Meaning "simple." This is the plain simple, literal or direct 
meaning of the text. This first level is simply the literal 
interpretation of the events of the story for historical purposes 
with no underlying meaning. 

Remez Meaning "hint." This is the hidden "hints," meaning a deeper 
(allegoric: hidden or symbolic) message beyond just the literal 
sense. This level is also called typological: i.e. it connects the 
events of the Old Covenant with the New Covenant; in particular 
drawing allegorical connections between the events of Messiah's 
life with the events of the Old Covenant. 

Derash 
(Drash) 

Meaning "concept." From the Hebrew darash: "inquire" ("seek") 
— the comparative (midrashic) meaning, as given through similar 
occurrences, the homiletic

27
 meaning (from this MiDrash). The 

third level is moral (or tropological), which is how one should act 
in the present, meaning the "moral of the story". 

Sod 
(Sud) 

Meaning "hidden." This is the hidden, mysterious, "secret" 
("mystery") or the esoteric/mystical meaning, as given through 
inspiration or revelation. The fourth level of interpretation is 
anagogical, dealing with the future events of the Believers’ 
history, heaven, hell, the last judgment; it deals with prophecies. 

 
Examples of PaRDeS 
 
Peshat (pronounced peh-shaht')  
 
The Peshat is the plain, simple, literal or direct meaning of the text. The 
understanding of Scripture in its natural, normal sense using the customary 
meanings of the word’s being used, literary style, historical and cultural 
setting, and context.  
 
Peshat is the cornerstone of Scripture understanding. Not applying the 
Peshat rule then we lose any real chance of an accurate understanding 
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 The art of preaching or writing sermons. 
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and we are no longer objectively deriving meaning from the Scriptures 
(exegesis), but subjectively reading meaning into the Scriptures 
(eisogesis). NB. No passage should lose its Peshat. 
 
Note that within the Peshat you can find several types of language, 
including figurative, symbolic and allegorical. The following generic 
guidelines can be used to determine if a passage is figurative and therefore 
figurative even in its Peshat: 
 

When an inanimate object is used to describe a living being, the 
statement is figurative. Example: Isaiah 5:7: "For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his 
pleasant plant; and he looked for judgment, but behold 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry." (KJV.) 
 
When life and action are attributed to an inanimate object the 
statement is figurative. Example: Zech 5:1-3: "Then I turned, and 
lifted up my eyes, and looked, and behold a flying scroll.  And he 
said to me, What do you see? And I answered, I see a flying 
scroll; its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits.  And he 
said to me, This is the curse that goes out over the face of the 
whole earth; for everyone who steals shall be cut off henceforth, 
according to it; and everyone who swears falsely shall be cut off 
henceforth, according to it."  
 
When an expression is out of character with the thing described, 
the statement is figurative. Example: Psalm 17:8: "Keep me as 
the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of your wings."  

 
Let me state this again due to its importance: no Scriptural interpretation 
ever abandons its Peshat-plain sense! This means that no matter what 
other interpretive modes are applied to the text, the text always retains its 
plain sense and has to be reckoned with in that manner!

28
 

 
Remez (pronounced reh-mez') 
 
This is where another (implied) meaning is alluded to in the text, usually 
revealing a deeper meaning. There may still be a Peshat meaning as well 
as another meaning as any verse can have multiple levels of meaning.  
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 Introduction to Torah: Beginners Lessons in Scriptural Interpretative Methods, by Rabbi 
Edward L. Nydle. 



21 
 

An example of implied "Remez" is Prov 20:10: "Different weights, 
and different measures, both of them are alike an abomination to 
the Lord."  

 
The Peshat would be concerned with a merchant using the same 
scale to weigh goods for all of his customers.  

 
The Remez implies that this goes beyond this into aspects of 
fairness and honesty in anyone's life. 
 

Derash (pronounced deh-rahsh')  
 
This is a teaching or exposition or application of the Peshat and/or Remez. 
(In some cases this could be considered comparable to a "sermon.") For 
instance, Biblical writers may take two or more unrelated verses and 
combine them to create a verse(s) with a third meaning.  
 
There are three rules to consider when utilizing the Derash interpretation of 
a text: 
 

1) A Derash understanding cannot be used to strip a passage of 
its Peshat meaning, nor may any such understanding contradict 
the Peshat meaning of any other Scripture passage. In other 
words no passage loses its Peshat. 

2) Let Scripture interpret Scripture. Look for the Scriptures 
themselves to define the components of an allegory.  

3) The primary components of an allegory represent specific 
realities. We should limit ourselves to these primary 
components when understanding the text.  

 
Sod (pronounced either sawd, or sood [like "wood"]) 
 
This understanding is the hidden, secret or mystic meaning of a text.  
 
An example most people are familiar with is Rev 13:18, regarding the 
"beast" and the number "666."

29
 

 
The Peshat would be concerned with a literal Antichrist person 
bringing a literal mark on the hand or the forehead.  
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The Remez implies that this goes beyond the literal Antichrist 
person and mark into the aspects of what the Antichrist and mark 
will cause, meaning the systems for enslavement by the devil 
activated from the spiritual realm. 
 
The Derash is the "moral of the story" on what would happen if 
you take the literal mark of enslavement and sell your soul to the 
devil by following the literal Antichrist person. 
 
The Sod is the Prophetic message of what the consequences will 
be and what your destiny will be according to prophecy if you 
take the literal mark and follow the Antichrist person. 

 
Thus, each type of PaRDeS interpretation examines the extended meaning 
of a text. As a general rule, the extended meaning never ever contradicts 
the base meaning. In summary: 
 

 The Peshat means the plain or contextual meaning of the text.  

 Remez is the allegorical meaning.  

 Derash includes the metaphorical meaning, and  

 Sod represents the hidden/prophetic meaning.  
 
Failure to approach text in this sequence will result in erroneous doctrine, 
and remember, it all starts at the literal level Peshat! 
 
Take note also, there is often considerable overlap, for example, when 
legal understandings of a verse are influenced by mystical interpretations 
or when a "hint" is determined by comparing a word with other instances of 
the same word.

30
 

 
PaRDeS Alluded to in the Scriptures 
 
This PaRDeS principle is alluded to in three places in Scripture, in Isaiah 
28:10, 1 Cor 14:6 and Eph 3:18.  
 

Isaiah 28:9-10: "Whom would He teach knowledge? And whom 
would He make to understand the message? Those weaned from 
milk, those taken from the breasts! For it is: command upon 
command, command upon command, line upon line, line 
upon line, here a little, there a little." 
 

                                                           
30

 Pardes (Jewish exegesis): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pardes_(Jewish_exegesis)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pardes_(Jewish_exegesis)


23 
 

1 Cor 14:6: "But now, brothers, if I come to you speaking with 
tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you, either by 
revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by 
teaching?" 
 
Eph 3:16-18: "in order that He might give you, according to the 
riches of His esteem by power, to be strengthened in the inner 
man, through His Spirit, that the Messiah might dwell in your 
hearts through belief – having become rooted and grounded in 
love, in order that you might be strengthened to firmly grasp, with 
all the set-apart ones, what is the width and length and depth 
and height," 

 
As said, "PaRDeS" is etymologically related to the English word "paradise." 
It occurs only three times in the TaNaCh, namely, in Song of Songs 4:13, 
Eccl 2:5, and Neh 2:8. In the first of these passages it means "garden"; in 
the second and third, "park." In the apocalypses the word is used of the 
Garden of Eden and its heavenly prototype. From this usage, comes the 
Believer's denotation of Paradise as the abode of the blessed.  
 
The Hebrew scholars say that there are at least 70 layers of meaning / 
interpretation to every verse in the original Hebrew Torah. To me the 
Scriptures on the Sod level is also a "paradise." If you dare to venture 
deeper and deeper into this vast forest of abundance truth, you will be 
rewarded with the best fruit to make you spiritually fit.  
 
Beloved, the time has arrived to put your hiking boots on and explore this 
forest, but make sure you master the first layer before you venture on to the 
next one…  
 
Conclusion 

 
The starting point in all Scriptural interpretation is to know what the text is 
saying. This seems obvious, but yet knowing what every word or sentence 
means is not so obvious.  
 
It is strongly suggested that the student work from the original Hebrew text, 
as translations are merely man’s attempt to interpret the text and all 
translations are open to dispute! No translation is "inspired." This puts the 
person who only knows English at a great disadvantage over the beginning 
Hebrew student. He is left to the mercy of the translators or mis-translators, 
whichever the case may be. We cannot approach any text casually 
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because we might miss the opportunity of seeing what lies underneath the 
text. This requires some knowledge of the Hebrew language. 
 
Further, the true student of Scripture will also accept the study of the Torah 
as a central part of their life. The Written Torah has an inexhaustible 
fertility. No matter how many times one reads the Torah portions, one finds 
new perceptions and insights that had escaped their previous study. Thus, 
the student’s understanding of the Scripture increases with each year of 
Torah study, thus, studying Scripture is a journey and you will never meet 
your destiny in this lifetime. Therefore, we must all stay teachable and be 
willing to change our opinions when Scripture proves us to be wrong! 

 
Study to shew thyself approved unto Elohim,  
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth. 
2 Tim 2:15 

(KJV) 
-------------------------------------- 

 
 

Something mind-boggling is happening right now before our eyes!  
What can only be seen as a sovereign work of the Ruach HaKodesh is 

breaking forth as Christians around the world are working to return to their 
historical Hebrew foundation. After being stained for more than eighteen 

centuries by Judaeophobia, anti-Judaism, and anti-Semitism, many 
Christians are being impacted by an unprecedented revolution of 

restoration. Scholars, clergy, and laity from virtually every nationality, 
ethnicity, and denomination are reconnecting their faith in Messiah Y‟shua 

with its historical Hebraic Roots in the Torah.  HalleluYAH 
 

We inform – You choose
31

                                                                             
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non-effect"

32
 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Prov 25:25 
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 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's amazing 
how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Sha’ul one way and it looks like he's leading the 
body of Messiah away from Torah; when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox of 
vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need to 
walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes. 
32

 Matt 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? Matt 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 
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Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa – population ratio-wise 

the largest group of Messianic Judaism followers in the world. 
 
 

Contact us for formal Distance Learning in your Own Time from the 
comfort of your Own Home. You do it by submitting your Assignments 

Electronically to us in either one of the following fields: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies), 

Messianic Judaism (Y’shua centered Typology Studies),                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events), 

Torah-Based Healing (Body, Spirit and Soul Counseling and Healing) 
or various other fields from Certificate to Doctorate,  

visit our Website for more info. 
 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on ONLINE STORE                                          

 
Also visit us daily on our Facebook Page for sound teachings:  

Hebraic Roots Teaching Institute                                          
That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer…  

to continuously direct you to the Crucifixion Stake. 
 
 

If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
Excellence is not an exception,  

it is a prevailing attitude.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 
  

BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 


