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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 

Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 

Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 

"YaHoVaH" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 

In the 19
th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as YaH-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves. Yah (äé) is 

an abbreviation of God’s name YHWH as seen in Psalm 68:4. The Name is also 
found in the word hallellu-YaH, which means “you praise the LORD”). 
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Messianic Rosh Hashanah Haggadah  
 
Introduction 
 

As Jews all over the globe sound the shofar and celebrate Rosh Hashanah 
(the Feast of Trumpets) yearly, the vast majority of Christians have 
absolutely no idea that the Feast of Trumpets, called Rosh Hashanah in 
Hebrew, is actually a Christian holiday, too.   
 

It is a holiday that was created by YHWH: it is a holiday that Y’shua 
celebrated; it is a holiday that the first Believers celebrated; it is a holiday 
that foreshadows the return of Y’shua; and it is a holiday that the entire 
world will celebrate during the 1,000 year reign of Y’shua on earth.  
 

Sadly, most Christians don't know the first thing about this amazing 
festival—but they should learn about it.  The truth is that YHWH has 
always had His most important events foreshadowed by His festivals and 
has always had His most important events actually fall on the dates of 
these festivals.  In other words, YHWH’s redemption plan for mankind is 
encoded in the seven main feasts of Leviticus chapter 23. 
 

Passover (Pesach) foreshadowed the sacrifice of Y’shua on the crucifixion 
stake and it was fulfilled on that day. Unleavened Bread (Hag HaMatzah) 
represents Y’shua’s three days in the grave. Firstfruits (Bikkurim) 
represent Y’shua’s resurrection after three days. Pentecost (Shavuot) 
foreshadowed the giving of the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) and it was 
fulfilled on that day.  The first four festivals were fulfilled not only to the 
day, but the hour! Why will the last three, which deals with Y’shua’s 
Second Coming, not be fulfilled—also to the hour? 
 

So what does the Feast of Trumpets foreshadow?  It foreshadows the last 
trumpet before the return of Messiah Y’shua, and it is a certainty that it will 
be fulfilled on that day as well!  Most Christians have never learned any of 
this, but now is a great time to start learning. 
 
For Background Reading only—not part of the Haggadah 
 

Rosh Hashanah was celebrated at the beginning of the Hebrew month 
Tishri, the first month of the Civil Year’s Calendar. It was one of the 'seven 
days of holy convocation'.

1
 Tishri is also the seventh month of the Biblical 

Religious Calendar, and the Shabbat is a special and holy time to seek 
YHWH. The month before Tishri is called Elul and is the time of 

                                                           
1
 The seven High Holy Sabbaths do not necessarily fall on the weekly Shabbat. They are 
seven Holy Days in the Religious Calendar. They are: 1) the first day of Pesach, 2) the last 
day of Pesach, 3) the first day of Shavuot, 4) Rosh Hashanah’s first day, 5) Yom Kippur (Day 
of Atonement), 6) the first day of Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles) and 7) the last day of Sukkot. 
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preparation just as Friday is the Day of Preparation for the Shabbat. This 
season is a time of reflection, contemplation, putting things in order and 
getting right in our relationship with YHWH. 
 

YHWH named all the other Holy Days; i.e., Sabbath (Shabbat), Passover 
(Pesach), Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), etc.; however, this Holy Day 
has no name. It’s simply referred to as Yom Teruah, the day of the 
sounding of the shofar (ram’s horn), so it became known as the Feast of 
Trumpets; a special day calling attention to the coming Holy Day—the Day 
of Atonement (Yom Kippur).  
 

A shofar is blown during the Feast of Trumpets’ service. Leviticus 23 calls 
the blowing of trumpets a memorial but does not say what it is a memorial 
of. Many believe it is a memorial of YHWH’s grace to Abraham when He 
substituted a ram to be sacrificed instead of Isaac.

2
 It is also regarded by 

both Jews and many Christians as a memorial of the creation of the world, 
at which the sons of YHWH shouted for joy.

3
 This holiday was the New 

Year’s Day in which the people rejoiced in a grateful remembrance of 
YHWH’s benefits and implored His blessing for the next year. 
 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are the holiest days of the Jewish year. 
The ten days in-between are called the Days of Awe or High Holy Days. 
Unlike other holy days, they do not celebrate any historical event. This 
season is a time for looking inward to spiritual growth. The themes 
surrounding this holy day include:  
 

• Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah literally means "Head or beginning 
of the year")  

• YHWH’s Royalty (Coronation Day)  

• Day of Judgment  

• Remembrance (Yom Ha-Zikaron, the Day of Remembrance)  

• Birthday of the world  
 

New Year: 
The Feast of Trumpets is called the Jewish New Year. There is little 
resemblance between the Feast of Trumpets, one of the holiest days of 
the year, and a typical New Year’s Eve midnight drinking party. Rosh 
Hashanah is a celebration of the earth’s physical birthday on Tishri 1, the 
seventh month of the Religious Calendar, and the first month of the Civil 
Calendar. It is the first of the fall holidays

4
 and usually occurs in 

September. 
 
 

                                                           
2
 Genesis 22 
3
 Job 38:7 
4
 Autumn holidays in the Northern Hemisphere. 
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Coronation Day: 
Another theme of this holy day is YHWH’s royalty. The shofar, in this light, 
announces YHWH’s Kingship: With trumpets and sound of cornet (shofar) 
make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.

5
 Through repentance we 

become YHWH’s subjects. It is said that the day that YHWH manifests His 
Royalty—the day He created His world—is also naturally the day He sits in 
judgment. Coronation Day is a joyous day of world celebration. 
 

Birthday of the World: 
Jewish tradition believes this day is the birthday of the world because the 
first part of Genesis, "in the beginning" in Hebrew is "Bereishit". When 
changed around, read Aleph b’ Tishri, or "on the first of Tishri". Therefore, 
Hebrew Scholars say the Feast of Trumpets is known as the birthday of 
the world. 
 

The Shofar:  
The shofar has always had a special place for the Hebrew people. 
Trumpets were of a great variety of forms, and were made of diverse 
materials. Some were made of silver

6
 and were used only by the priests in 

announcing the approach of festivals and in giving signals of war. Some 
were also made of rams’ horns.

7
 They were blown at special festivals and 

to herald the arrival of special seasons.
8
 Trumpets are vividly used in the 

Book of Revelation.
9
 

 
Ten Reasons Why Rosh Hashanah Must Be Celebrated 
 

1) The Feast of Trumpets was Created by YHWH: 
Unlike Easter, Halloween and Christmas (which were all originally pagan 
holidays that you won't find in the Bible), the Feast of Trumpets is a holiday 
which was created by YHWH.  It was one of the holidays that YHWH 
commanded His people to keep in Leviticus 23 (among other places) and it 
has a great prophetic significance just like all of the other festivals that 
YHWH has given to us.  
 

2) The Feast of Trumpets Remembers the Creation Of The World: 
All of YHWH's festivals are about remembering something and about 
looking forward to something.  All Believers have traditionally believed that 
it was on the Feast of Trumpets that YHWH created the world.  Isn't that 
something for all of us to celebrate?  
 

                                                           
5
 Psalm 98:6 
6
 Num 10:2 
7
 Joshua 6:8 
8
 Lev 23:24; 25:9, 1 Chron 15:24, 2 Chron 29:27, Psalm 81:3 98:6 
9
 Rev 1:10 8:2 



6 

 

3) The Feast of Trumpets is a Memorial of God's Grace to Abraham when 
he substituted a Ram to be sacrificed instead of Isaac: 
All of YHWH's festivals always point to Y’shua.  It is traditionally believed 
that it was on this day that Abraham nearly sacrificed his son before 
YHWH intervened and provided a ram instead.  Abraham did not know it at 
the time, but his actions did foreshadow the time when YHWH would 
sacrifice His Son for the good of all humanity.  A shofar is actually a ram's 
horn, and so the fact that the shofar plays such a key role on the Feast of 
Trumpets also links the events of Genesis 22 to this day.  We remember 
when YHWH provided a ram for Abraham and we remember when YHWH 
provided His Son to pay for the sins of all mankind.    
 

4) Y’shua Celebrated the Feast of Trumpets: 
The Scriptures tell us that Y’shua was without sin.  He perfectly obeyed the 
entire Torah

10
—and that included keeping the Feast of Trumpets and all of 

YHWH's festival days. 
 

5) Y’shua told us that we should keep the Festivals: 
In Matt 5:17-19, Y’shua said that those who keep YHWH's Torah, which 
includes keeping His festivals, will be called the greatest in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
 

6) The first Believers celebrated the Feast of Trumpets: 
Easter, Christmas and Halloween had not been invented when the first 
Believers were around.  Instead, they celebrated the holidays that YHWH 
created and that have always been celebrated by Believers.  If you study 
the Book of Acts, you will find many examples of this.  In fact, on the very 
first festival day of Shavuot (Pentecost) following Y’shua’s resurrection, 
YHWH poured out His Ruach on the early disciples.  With this, YHWH was 
confirming that His festivals were still very important in the church age 
after the resurrection of Messiah Y’shua.  
 

7) YHWH always does the "Big Things" on His Festival Days:  
Y’shua was born during the Feast of Tabernacles; in fact, on the first day 
of this festival.  Y’shua was crucified on Passover while the Passover 
lambs were being slaughtered.  Y’shua rose from the dead on 
Firstfruits.  As noted above, the Ruach was poured out on the early 
apostles during the Shavuot (Feast of Pentecost).  YHWH always does the 
"big things" on His festival days.  
 

8) The Feast of Trumpets is a Prophecy of the Return of Y’shua: 
All the Scriptures which describe the return of Y’shua for His Bride speak 
of a trumpet; for example, 1 Cor 15:51-52 and 1 Thess 4:16-17. That is 
why so many are fully convinced that the Feast of Trumpets is linked to 

                                                           
10
 Instructions, Teachings and Laws of YHWH. 
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this event. We see without a doubt that the timing of the return of Y’shua 
for His Bride coincides with the trumpet call of YHWH.  
 

9) The Scriptures tell us that the remnant of the Last Days will celebrate 
the Festivals: 
In Rev 12:17 and Rev 14:12 we read that the remnant of the last days will 
have both the testimony of Y’shua and will keep the commandments of 
YHWH.  Already, Christians all over the world are awakening to YHWH's 
commandments (including keeping the festivals) and we will see a definite 
continuous revival of these things from now on to the end. 
 

10) The Scriptures tell us that we will celebrate YHWH's Festivals after 
Y’shua’s Return: 
The Scriptures are very clear that we will be keeping YHWH's festivals 
after Y’shua returns to this earth.  For example, Zechariah chapter 14 tells 
us that Y’shua will require all nations to keep the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Sukkot) after He returns.  At the beginning of Zechariah chapter 14, 
it describes the return of Y’shua to this earth, and then later in that same 
chapter (verses 16-19) it describes how Y’shua will actually require the 
whole earth to observe the Feast of Tabernacles once He has established 
His kingdom. 
 
Rosh Hashanah in Biblical Times 
 

Rosh Hashanah in Biblical times was celebrated in a far more festive 
fashion than it is today.

11
 Although this is a two-day feast, preparations for 

this feast begin a full month in advance. On the Jewish calendar is a forty-
day season called Teshuvah (return or repentance). It begins on Elul 1 and 
ends on the Day of Atonement (Tishri 10). This forty-day season is a time 
for one to annually examine his life and restore relationships between 
YHWH and man. The first thirty days of this season are the thirty days of 
the month of Elul. The last ten days of this forty-day season are the Feast 
of Trumpets and Day of Atonement or the Days of Awe.

12
 The shofar is 

traditionally blown each morning for the entire month of Elul, the month 
preceding Rosh Hashanah. The sound of the shofar is intended to awaken 
the listeners from their "slumbers" and alert them to the coming judgment.  
 

During the 30 days before Rosh Hashanah, including the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah (31 days total), is a good time to examine your life by studying 
the "31 sins" that the Bible distinctly says will keep you out of heaven if you 
continue with it. During this month before Rosh Hashanah you can study 
and rethink them, one sin per day and repent from it if they are applicable 
to you. They are listed here below… 

                                                           
11
 Amos 8:5 

12
 Ten High Holy Days. 
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1. The fearful (Greek deilos)—cowardly, craven, vile, worthless, 
miserable, wretched, unhappy (Rev 21:8). 

2. The Unbelieving (Greek apistos)—infidel, promise or covenant 
breaker, faithless (1 Tim 5:8; Rom 1:31). 

3. The Abominable (Greek bdelusso)—to cause to stink, make 
loathsome, feel disgust, detest, have horror of, to be abominated. It 
refers to those polluted with unnatural lusts (Rev 21:8). 

4. The Adulterers (Greek moicheia)—fornication, inappropriate liaisons / 
sexual relationships between men and women, married or single (Gal 
5:19; Mat 15:19; Mark 7:21; Heb 13:4). 

5. The Murderers (Greek phoneus or phonos)—murder, to kill, to spoil or 
mar the happiness of others (Rev 21:8; 22:15; Rom 1:29; 1 Pet 4:15; 1 
John 3:15). 

6. The Whoremongers (Greek pornos or porneia)—a male prostitute, 
debauchee, libertine, fornicators (1 Cor 5:9-11; Heb 12:16), harlots 
(Eph 5:5; 1 Tim 1:10; Heb 13:4; Rev 21:8; 22:15)—it includes all forms 
of whoring, women as well (Gal 5:19). The latter refers to those who 
partake in gruesome immoral sexual deeds while practicing idolatry 
(Acts 15:20; 21:25; Rev 2:14, 20-21; 14:8; 17:2-4; 18:3; 19:2). 

7. The Unchaste (Greek akatharsia)—unbecoming behaviour, despicable 
sexual deeds, impure motives (2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5). 

8. The Unbound/Lustful (Greek aselgeia)—lecherous, lust, unchastity 
(Gal 5:19; Mark 7:22; 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19; 1 Pet 4:3; Jude 4). 

9. The Idolaters (Greek eidololatreia)—those who worship idols and 
practice gruesome immoral deeds in idol worshipping as mentioned in 
point 6 (Gal 5:20; 1 Cor 10:14; Col 3:5; 1 Pet 4:3). 

10. The Sorcerers (Greek pharmakeia, pharmakeus, pharmakos)— 
persons who call up evil spirits through the use of drugs, enchanted 
potions, or with charms and enchantments—seeking to produce 
supernatural affects in the lives of others (Rev 9:21; 18:23; 21:8; 
22:15). 

11. The Haters/Enmity (Greek echthra)—not to forgive others, harbour 
bad feelings, dislike somebody, act repulsive, bear a grudge, malicious 
toward others (Gal 5:20; Rom 8:6-8). 

12. The Quarrelsome (Greek eris)—sow discord, dissension, argue, 
conflict, dispute (Gal 5:20). 

13. The Jealous (Greek zelos)—envious watching over other people, to 
guard another out of spite, strive to advance yourself at the cost of 
others, competitive spirit with others’ homes, work, etc. (Gal 5:20; Rom 
1:29). 

14. The Wrathful (Greek thumos)—violent eruption in anger, to hurt, 
revenge, anger, rant and rave, destructive, home or civil unrest/ 
disorderly/noisy/bustle/hurried (Gal 5:20; 2 Cor 12:20). 
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15. The Rivalists/Slanderers (Greek eritheia)—allegations, contentions, 
strife, disputes, dissensions, difference, quarrel, strive for seniority or to 
be the most, to wrongly do unto others as they do unto you, selfish 
ambitions, misuse of others, acting without thought to others, false 
accusations during arguments (Gal 5:20; 2 Cor 12:20; Phil 2:3; Rom 
2:8). 

16. The Discordants (Greek, dichostasia)—cause division, incite/instigate/ 
revolt or mutiny in: divine worship/government/home or any other place, 
conflict through differences that lead to continuous striving or variances 
(Gal 5:20; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 3:3). 

17. The Partisanship (Greek, zeloo)—enthuses, fanatic, indignation, a 
form of jealousy, envious of somebody, agreeing with opinions that are 
anti-Christian doctrines (be very careful of this) (Gal 4:17; Jam 4:2). 

18. The Begrudgers (Greek, phthonos,stenazo)—keenly envious, painfully 
malicious or jealous because others are blessed, unmerciful passion 
toward others (Gal 5:21; Rom 1:29; 1 Tim 6:4; Jam 5:9; Tit 3:3; 1 Pet 
2:1). 

19. The Drunkards (Greek, methe,methusos)—imbiber of intoxicating 
substances, to be addicted (Luk 21:34; Rom 13:13; 1 Cor 5:1; 6:10; Gal 
5:21). 

20. The Revellers (Greek, komos)—extravagance, debauchery, revolt, 
mutiny, living wild, riotous, boisterous or noisy parties/meals/receptions/ 
feasts. To relish in dirty or improper music or other similarly sinful 
activities/pleasures (Gal 5:21; 1 Pet 4:3; Rom 13:13). 

21. The Dogs (Greek akathartos, kuorr)—False prophets and homosexuals 
or lesbians, it includes perverts/unclean abusers of themselves with 
mankind (Luk 4:33). They are called dogs in Scripture (Deut 23:18; 
Isaiah 56:10-11; Phil 3:2; Rev 22:15). 

22. The Effeminates (Greek malakos)—not manly but womanish, girlish, 
femininity, the same as homosexuals (1 Cor 6:9). 

23. The Sodomites (Greek arsenokoites)—men who abuse themselves 
with other men, to be in relation with other men sexually or 
homosexuality (1 Cor 6:9; 1 Tim 1:10). 

24. The Liars/Lovers of lies (Greek pseudes)—fibbers, propoganda, 
fraud, misleading, cheating, deceiving, untruthful, unfaithful, impure, 
untrue, intentional/deliberate falsities, anything implying that which it is 
not, deceitful teachings or instructions (Rev 21:8; 22:15). 

25. The Covetous. (Greek pleonexia)—stingy, money grubbing, a person 
eagerly desiring or pursuing a thing belonging to another person, 
gluttonous, penny-pinching (Mat 6:19-21; Mark 7:22; Luk 12:15; Rom 
1:29; 1 Cor 6:10; Eph 5:3; 2 Pet 2:14). 
25.1 This is forbidden in the 10 Commandments (Exo 20:17; Rom 
13:9). 
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25.2 It will scar/damn the soul (1 Cor 5:11; Eph 5:3-5; 1 Tim 6:6-11; 
2 Peter 2:3, 14). 
25.3 It must be put to death entirely (Col 3:2-10). 

26. The Deceivers (Greek apatao, planao)—fraud, cheat, trick, swindle, 
mislead, entice, to lead someone around the bush, to fall away from the 
truth, to seduce unto heresies (1 Cor 15:33; Gal 6:7; Eph 5:6; 2 Tim 
3:13; James 1:26; Titus 1:10; 3:3; Rev 12:9; 20:3, 8). 

27. The children of Disobedience (Greek apeitheia)—unwilling, unbelief, 
unusable, refusal, stubborn, ignoring, disregard, reluctance to be 
convinced, disregard or obstinate opposition to the divine will (Eph 2:2; 
5:6; Col 3:6). 

28. The Thieves/Robbers (Greek kleptes)—these deeds can be done by 
fraud and in secret or by violence and openly; plundering, embezzling, 
stealing, looting, foraging, marauding, banditing, unlawful/dishonest 
profiteering, incurring debts to pay debts, false teachers or liars that 
bring deceiving heresies (1 Cor 6:10; 1 Thes 5:4; 1 Pet 4:15). 

29. The Haters (Greek echthra)—enmity, hatred, grudge, hostility, 
resentment, despise, wickedness, ill-willed, conspiracy (Rom 8:7; Gal 
5:20; James 4:4). 

30. The Extortioners (Greek harpax)—ravening, threaten, acquire by 
force, rapacious, greedy, wrest/wring/extort through blackmail (1 Cor 
5:10-11, 6:10). 

31. The Heretics (Greek heiresis)—those who choose/believe false 
teachings or deceiving heresies, a form of religious 
worship/discipline/opinion, apostate, deserter, renegade (Gal 5:20; 2 
Pet 2:1). 

  

Now you can understand why Rosh Hashanah is a holiday of mixed 
emotions! It is considered both a happy, joyous occasion and a somber 
occasion: joyous because it is a celebration of the New Year, and somber 
because custom has it as a "Day of Judgment" in that it is a day of looking 
back and taking stock of one’s life over the past year.  
 

Rosh Hashanah has three expressions:  
 

• A day of "solemn rest" to be observed (no work is allowed. Cooking is 
permissible).  

• A memorial proclaimed with the blast of the horn (Zikhron Teru’ah).  

• A day of blowing the horn (Yom Teru’ah) which indicates its chief 
observance; namely, the sounding of the shofar (Num 29:1).  

 
Is the Festival One or Two Days? 
 

Rosh Hashanah occurs at the time of the new moon. The entire Jewish 
calendar revolves around the moon, so it is very important to get the date 
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of the new moon correct. In Bible times, as it is today, this feast is 
celebrated for two days instead of one. 
 

Notice that Ezra observed this feast for two days: "And Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all 
that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh 
month. And he read therein before the street that was before the water 
gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and 
those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 
unto the book of the law. And on the second day were gathered together 
the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto 
Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law."

13
  

 
Messianic Significance 
 

The ceremony of the blowing of the shofar was a magnificent sight. The 
Priest chosen to blow the shofar was trained from childhood. On the first 
day of this feast, the Priest blowing the shofar stood outside the Temple 
with two trumpeters. The shofar represents, among other things, a call to 
awaken the conscience.  
 

The blowing of trumpets is a sign of the return of Y’shua and memorial of 
YHWH’s grace to Abraham when He substituted a ram to be sacrificed 
instead of Isaac. Isaac is a type of foreshadowing of Y’shua. Just as 
Abraham offered his son on the altar, YHWH offered His Son on 
Golgotha’s altar. Heb 11:17-19 says "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his 
only begotten son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: Accounting that YHWH was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure." Both Isaac’s and 
Yshua's births were miracles, and both were obedient to the point of 
sacrifice. 
 

Trumpets were used in giving signals of war. Y’shua is the commander of 
the army of YHWH. The Jewish people were looking for a deliverer who 
would defeat the Roman army, but Y’shua came the first time to defeat the 
work of Satan and the sin in men’s hearts according to Col 2:15: "And 
having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it." 
  

The Feast of Trumpets can be a very special time for Believers in Y’shua. 
Our sins are not forgiven just when we "believe". James 2:19 says: "Thou 
believest that there is one YHWH; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 
and tremble". To be forgiven, we must have a repentant heart. We must 

                                                           
13
 Neh 8:2-3,13 
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come in submission to our Heavenly Father, asking for forgiveness, 
knowing that He will forgive us, as a father forgives his child. That 
forgiveness which we seek has been guaranteed–bought and paid for by 
Y’shua’s atoning sacrifice on the crucifixion stake. 
 

Now, Rosh Hashanah is anticipated to arrive with the new moon sighting 
expected on the erev Shabbat (the evening before this High Holy Festival 
Shabbat).  
 
On the next page are guidelines to help you and your family/friends to 
understand and enjoy what Rosh Hashanah is all about, and why we 
would want to celebrate the feast as Believers in Y’shua. 
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Rosh Hashanah Haggadah 
 

Afternoon preparations 
 

Spiritual Food: All who are going to attend must read the Torah portions 
for Rosh Hashanah: Gen 21:1-21; this Torah portion tells of the birth of 
Isaac to Abraham and Sarah. According to the Talmud, Sarah gave birth 
on Rosh Hashanah.  And Gen 22:1-19 which tells where Abraham almost 
sacrificed his son Isaac. The sounding of the shofar is connected with the 
ram sacrificed instead of Isaac. The Haphtarah portions for Rosh 
Hashanah is: I Sam 1:1-2:10 which tells the story of Hannah, her prayer for 
offspring, the subsequent birth of her son Samuel, and her prayer of 
thanksgiving. According to tradition, Hannah's son was conceived on Rosh 
Hashanah. And Jer 31:1-19; this portion mentions YHWH's remembrance 
of His People. On Rosh Hashanah, we need to mention YHWH's 
remembrances; thus, this portion fits the day. Read it prayerfully with your 
thoughts directed to "judgment", "forgiveness" and "awakening to the 
service of YHWH". 
 

Physical Food: Cook with your children and make something special so 
that your children will remember it as set-apart. Rosh Hashanah meals 
usually include apples and honey to symbolize a sweet new year. Various 
other foods with a symbolic meaning may be served, depending on local 
minhag ("custom"), such as cooked tongue or other meat from the head of 
an animal or fish (to symbolize the "head" of the year). 
 

Some of the symbolic foods eaten are dates, black-eyed beans,
14
 leek,

15
 

spinach, and gourd.
16
 Pomegranates are also used as with Jewish 

weddings, as it symbolize the ultimate wedding that is awaiting us. Round 
challah bread

17
 plated in a circle is served. It symbolizes the cycle of the 

year; but more importantly, it symbolizes a crown, reminding us of our 
crowns we will receive at the Wedding.  
 

Fish is commonly served on this holiday. Other symbolic foods are also 
eaten during the special Rosh Hashanah Seder. The symbolic foods eaten 
in the ceremony are called the Yehi Ratzones. Yehi Ratzon means "May it 
be Your will", and is the name of the ceremony because it is traditional to 
eat foods symbolic of a good year. These foods are served on a large 
platter called a Yehi Ratzon platter, and include apples dipped in honey, or 

                                                           
14
 A small beige bean with a black spot. 

15
 An edible plant with dark green leaves rising from a close-set white base, related to the 
onion. The leek is one of the national symbols of Wales. 
16
 A hard-skinned fleshy fruit produced by several different plants related to cucumbers and 
marrows. Use: dried decorations, hollowed out for bowls, cups. 
17
 Sweet bread. 
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baked or sometimes in the form of a compote called mansanada: dates, 
pomegranates, or black eyed peas; pumpkin in the form of savoury 
pumpkin-filled pastries; leeks in the form of fritters; beets usually baked 
and peeled; and a fish course with a whole fish (head intact). It is also 
common to symbolize a year filled with blessings by eating foods with 
stuffing such as a stuffed, roast chicken/duck or a variety of stuffed 
vegetables. 
 

Many Jewish households make honey cakes on Rosh Hashanah as 
another way to symbolically express their wishes for a Sweet New Year. 
Often people will use a recipe that has been passed down through 
generations. Honey cakes can be made with a variety of spices, though 
autumnal spices (cloves, cinnamon, etc.) are especially popular.  
 

Table preparation: It is traditional to use a white tablecloth for Rosh 
Hashanah, just like on other Jewish holidays and the Shabbat. Setting the 
table with your best fine china and silver enhances the feast mood. Two 
covered round loaves of challah should be set on the table. Some also like 
to serve challah loaves with raisins or honey added to the recipe in order 
to make the loaves extra sweet. The challah should be covered with a 
cloth. Apples, cut into slices, should also be on the table together with 
green decorations. A bowl of honey should be near the challah and the 
apples. Lastly, each family head should have a kiddush cup.

18
 A bottle of 

kosher wine and/or grape juice should also be on the table. 
 

Dress Code: Come in comfortable, relaxing clothes, with your Bible and 
shofar. 
 

Rosh Hashanah Proceedings 
 
Head: Welcome all present. 
 

 
 

Head: Request all participants to stand to open with a shofar blast. 
 

Participants: Blow the shofar together 
 

 
 

                                                           
18
 Sanctification cup to drink wine from. 
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Head: Open in prayer. 
 

 
 

Head: Read the Torah instruction of Lev 23:23-25 to observe Rosh 
Hashanah. 
 

Participants: Participants must explain what they understand by this 
instruction:  
 

1) The Feast is to be observed on the first day of the 7
th
 Biblical month 

Tishri and that new months are marked by new moons—7 being the 
Biblical number for completion/perfection. 
2) We observe the Feast by having a rest, a remembrance and a set-
apart gathering; which is a picture of what will happen with us as the 
Bride. 
3) The "rest day" is a High Holy Shabbat in YHWH’s Religious Calendar 
and therefore we do no servile work—this is a picture of the "big rest" 
that is coming when we will be released from Satan’s yoke.  
 

 
 

 

Any Participant reads the following and the Head explains it: Rosh 
Hashanah is the only day in the whole year that is referred to as the hidden 
day or the day that no man knows. This is because Rosh Hashanah can 
only begin on a new moon when two witnesses have observed it and the 
head of the Sanhedrin agrees—thus each year nobody knows the exact 
day or hour.

19
 Lev 23:24-32 says that the "first day of the seventh month", 

the Hebrew seventh month of Tishri in the Hebrew Religious Calendar, will 
be a day of rest—a reminder and blowing of the shofar. This day must be a 
holy convocation, meaning a holy rehearsal as we are doing here. 
 

Rabbis say (and this was agreed upon by early Church Fathers), there 
would be 6,000 years or six days of creation—and then the seventh day of 
millennium peace would come. According to Scripture, there were 
approximately 4,000 years from Adam to Y’shua. Add 2,000 years, and we 
should be coming to the time of the Millennium!  We are very near to the 
seventh day of millennial peace; meaning, we are very near to the Rapture 
of the Bride which will take place on the Feast of Trumpets, when the last 
trump shall sound.  
 

                                                           
19
 Matt 24:36 
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It is a fact that no one can know the exact day or hour of the Rapture. The 
reason being as no one knows the exact day or hour of the new moon 
signaling the beginning of the festival! One verse that is always at the 
forefront, or ends a discussion of every Rapture discussion is Y’shua’s 
words in Matthew: "But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but my Father only."

20
 However, let’s look a little closer 

at what is being said here by Y’shua and let’s also understand something 
of Jewish thought and traditions.  
 

The phrase, "But of that day and hour knoweth no man" is a common 
Hebrew idiom for the Jewish holiday of Rosh Hashanah. Y’shua’s 
audience may well have fully understood that what He was possibly 
saying—because Rosh Hashanah is the only Festival which you do not 
know when it will start! Why? Because the moon crescent must first break 
for the month of Tishri, as the Rosh Hashanah Feast starts on the first of 
Tishri, and nobody exactly knows when this new moon will appear to 
activate the new month and the Feast. Only when the moon crescent 
appears that night, it is announced by two witnesses from Jerusalem and 
the new month has started—only then can the feast of Rosh Hashanah 
begin! 
 

That means, Children of YHWH, that we need to amend our lives as 
Messiah Y’shua is surely coming back unexpected! 
 

 
 

Head: What did you understand under the Torah portion of Gen 21:1-21 
and Gen 22:1-19 and the Haphtarah portions of I Sam 1:1-2:10 and Jer 
31:1-19? 
 

All Participants: Discuss the topics of judgment, forgiveness and the 
awakening to the service of YHWH. 
 

 
 

Head: Let’s stand and pray the following prayer together. 
 

All Participants stand and read together: The Amidah, "The Standing 
Prayer" in reference to the original number of constituent blessings, is the 
central prayer and is recited together as follows: 
 

                                                           
20
 Matt 24:36 
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1. THE GOD OF HISTORY: 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God and God of our fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the great, mighty 
and revered God, the Most High God who bestows loving 
kindnesses, the Creator of all things, who remembers the good 
deeds of the patriarchs and in love brought a Redeemer to us for His 
name's sake. O King Y’shua, Helper, Saviour and Shield. Blessed 
are you, O Lord, the shield of Abraham. 
 

2. THE GOD OF NATURE: 
You, O Lord, are mighty forever, you revive the dead, you have the 
power to save. From the end of Sukkot until the eve of Pesach, you 
cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall. You sustain the living with 
loving kindness, you revive the dead with great mercy, you support 
the falling, heal the sick, set free the bound and keep faith with those 
who sleep in the dust. Who is like you, O doer of mighty acts? Who 
resembles you, a King who puts to death and restores to life, and 
causes salvation to flourish? And you are certain to revive the dead. 
Blessed are you, O Lord, who revives the dead. 
 

3. SANCTIFICATION OF GOD: 
We will sanctify your Name in this world just as it is sanctified in the 
highest heavens, as it is written by your prophet: "And they call out 
to one another and say: 'Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of his glory.'" Those facing them praise God 
saying: "Blessed be the Presence of the LORD in his place." And in 
your Holy Words it is written, saying, "The LORD reigns forever, your 
God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah." Throughout all 
generations we will declare your greatness, and to all eternity we will 
proclaim your holiness. Your praise, O our God, shall never depart 
from our mouth, for you are a great and holy God and King. Blessed 
are you, O Lord, the holy God. You are holy, and your Name is holy, 
and holy beings praise you daily. Selah. Blessed are you, O Lord, 
the holy God. 
 

4. PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING: 
You favour men with knowledge, and teach mortals and 
understanding. O favour us with the knowledge, the understanding 
and the insight that come from you. Blessed are you, O Lord, the 
gracious giver of knowledge. 
 

5. FOR REPENTANCE: 
Bring us back, O our Father, to your Written Torah and to the Living 
Torah, your Son Y’shua; draw us near, O our King, to your service; 
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and cause us to return to you in perfect repentance. Blessed are 
you, O Lord, who delights in repentance. 
 

6. FOR FORGIVENESS: 
Forgive us, O our Father, for we have sinned; pardon us, O our 
King, for we have transgressed; for you pardon and forgive. Blessed 
are you, O Lord, who is merciful and always ready to forgive. 
 

7. FOR DELIVERANCE FROM AFFLICTION: 
Look upon our affliction and plead our cause, and redeem us 
speedily for your Name's sake, for you are a mighty Redeemer 
Y’shua. Blessed are you, O Lord, the Redeemer of Israel. 
 

8. FOR HEALING: 
Heal us, O Lord, and we will be healed; save us and we will be 
saved, for you are our praise Y’shua. O grant a perfect healing to all 
our ailments, for you, almighty King, are a faithful and merciful 
Healer. Blessed are you, O Lord, the healer of the sick of His people 
Israel. 
 

9. FOR DELIVERANCE FROM WANT: 
Bless this year for us, O Lord our God, together with all the varieties 
of its produce, for our welfare. Bestow dew and rain for a blessing 
upon the face of the earth. O satisfy us with your goodness, and 
bless our year like the best of years. Blessed are you, O Lord, who 
blesses the years. 
 

10. FOR GATHERING OF EXILES: 
Sound the great shofar for our freedom, raise the ensign to gather 
the Jewish exiles, and gather them from the four corners of the 
earth. Blessed are you, O Lord, who gathers the dispersed of His 
people Israel. 
 

11. FOR THE RIGHTEOUS REIGN OF GOD: 
Remove from us sorrow and sighing. Reign over us, you alone, O 
Lord, with loving kindness and compassion, and clear us in 
judgment. Blessed are you, O Lord, King Y’shua who loves 
righteousness and justice. 
 

12. FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF APOSTATES AND THE 
ENEMIES OF GOD: 
Let there be no hope for slanderers, and let all wickedness perish in 
an instant. May all your enemies quickly be cut down, and may you 
soon in our day uproot, crush, cast down and humble the dominion 
of arrogance. Blessed are you, O Lord, who smashes enemies and 
humbles the arrogant. 
 



19 

 

13. FOR THE RIGHTEOUS AND PROSELYTES: 
May your compassion be stirred, O Lord our God, towards the 
righteous, the pious, the elders of your people the house of Israel, 
the remnant of their scholars, towards proselytes, and towards us 
also. Grant blessings to all who truly trust in your Name. Set our lot 
with them forever so that we may never be put to shame, for we 
have put our trust in you. Blessed are you, O Lord, the support and 
stay of the righteous. 
 

14. FOR THE REBUILDING OF JERUSALEM: 
Y’shua, return in mercy to Jerusalem your city, and dwell in it as you 
have promised. Rebuild it soon in our day as an eternal structure, 
and quickly set up in it the throne of David. Blessed are you, O Lord, 
who rebuilds Jerusalem. 
 

15. FOR THE MESSIANIC KING: 
Speedily cause the offspring of your servant David to return, and let 
Him be exalted by your saving power, for we wait all day long for 
Y’shua the Messiah. Blessed are you, O Lord, who causes salvation 
to flourish. 
 

16. FOR THE ANSWERING OF PRAYER: 
Hear our voice, O Lord our God; spare us and have pity on us. 
Accept our prayer in mercy and with favour, for you are a God who 
hears prayers and supplications. O our King, do not turn us away 
from your presence empty-handed, for you hear the prayers of your 
people with compassion. Blessed are you, O Lord, who hears 
prayer. 
 

17. FOR RESTORATION OF TEMPLE SERVICE: 
Be pleased, O Lord our God, with your people and with their 
prayers. Restore the service to the inner sanctuary of your Temple, 
and receive in love and with favour the fire-offerings of prayers. May 
the worship of your people always be acceptable to you. And let our 
eyes behold your return in mercy to Zion. Blessed are you, O Lord, 
who restores His divine presence to Zion. 
 

18. THANKSGIVING FOR GOD'S UNFAILING MERCIES: 
We give thanks to you that you are the Lord our God and the God of 
our fathers forever and ever. Through every generation you have 
been the rock of our lives, the shield of our salvation. We will give 
you thanks and declare your praise for our lives that are committed 
into your hands, for our souls that are entrusted to you, for your 
miracles that are daily with us, and for your wonders and your 
benefits that are with us at all times, evening, morning and noon. O 
King Y’shua, your mercies never fail; O Merciful One, your loving 
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kindnesses never cease. We have always put our hope in You. For 
all these acts may your Name be blessed and exalted forever and 
ever. Let every living thing give thanks to You and praise your Name 
in truth, O God, our salvation and our help. Blessed are you, O Lord, 
whose Name is the Beneficent One, and to whom it is fitting to give 
thanks. 
 

19. FOR PEACE: 
Grant peace, welfare, blessing, grace, loving kindness and mercy to 
us and to all Israel your people. Bless us, O our Father, one and all, 
with the light of your countenance; for by the light of your 
countenance you have given us, O Lord our God, Salvation and a 
Torah of Life, loving kindness, blessing, mercy, life and peace. May 
it please you to bless your people Israel at all times and in every 
hour with your peace. Blessed are you, O Lord, who blesses His 
people with peace. Amen. 

 

 
 

Head explains while Participants are seated: During the celebration of 
Rosh Hashanah, the practice of tashlikh occurs in which prayers are 
recited near natural flowing water, where one's sins are symbolically cast 
into the water. Leavened bread pieces, which symbolize sin, are thrown 
into the water to symbolize the "casting off" of sins. Let’s move to the 
"Living Water"

21
 which washes our sins away forever. 

 

As a group together, each person by himself/herself prays softly, asking 
YHWH for forgiveness while casting your bread into the water.

22
 

Painstakingly think about how much YHWH loves you, to allow His Son 
Y’shua to be slaughtered by His own creation in the most brutal way, to 
enable us to be washed from our sins. Do not rush. 

 

 
 

Head: Direct everybody back to their tables for the festive meal. 
 

 
 

                                                           
21
 Symbolizes the Holy Spirit—John 7:37-39. You can use a bucket or any other container 
with an inflow and outflow outside on the grass to represent living water if you are not close to 
a stream of water.  
22
 River, stream, dam, bucket, or whatever is available. 
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Head explains: The foods eaten are symbolic: 
 

1) Pomegranates are also used as in Jewish weddings as it symbolizes 
the ultimate Wedding that awaits us.  
2) The round challah bread plated in a circle symbolizes the cycle of the 
year—but more importantly it symbolizes a crown, reminding us of our 
crowns we will receive at the Wedding. 
3) The fish with its head reminds us that Rosh Hashanah is the head of 
the year and a new beginning with everything. 
4) The apples dipped in honey with the greenery on the table remind us 
of the sweetness of eternal life. Biblical texts often mention "honey" as 
the sweetener of choice, but honey in the Bible was actually a sort of 
fruit paste. Real honey was, of course, available; but much more 
difficult to acquire! Honey represented good living and wealth. The 
Land of Israel is often called the land of "milk and honey" in the Bible. 
We dip challah and apple slices into honey and say a prayer asking 
God for a sweet year.  
5) The pumpkin-filled pastries, fritters, foods with stuffing such as a 
stuffed roast chicken/duck and the variety of stuffed vegetables etc., 
symbolize a year filled with blessings and goodness from YHWH. 

 

Now, Rav Sha’ul (Rabbi Paul) said in Col 2:16-17 that the Jewish feasts 
and celebrations are a shadow of the things to come through Messiah 
Y’shua—and though as Believers we may not commemorate these 
holidays in the traditional Biblical sense, we discover the significance of 
each. Also, we certainly gain a greater knowledge of YHWH's Word with 
an improved understanding of the Bible and a deeper relationship with 
YHWH. 
 

 
 

Head: Pour wine/grape juice for yourself. 
 
Any Participant: Pray the blessing over the wine and food to enjoy the 
festive meal. Do not rush the meal and serve dessert once the main meal 
is finished. Now is the time to eat like kings and queens. 
 

 
 

Head: Thank all who participated in the meal. Head reads the final 
passage: 1 Cor 15:52:  "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed." Head explains this as the Rapture 
of the Bride on Rosh Hashanah’s last trumpet call. 
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Any Participant: Blow the "big long blast" on the shofar, the Tekiah 
Gadolah sound—low to high pitch for as long as possible. 
 

All Participants shout the traditional greeting together at the end of 
the Tekiah Gadolah sound:  
 

L'Shanah Tovah Tikatevu 
 

"May you be inscribed in the Book of Life  
for a good year"  

 

 
 

Now rest for the remaining of the festival days and think about what your 
life will be like when Y’shua comes to fetch us. 

 

 
 

Something mind-boggling is happening right now before our eyes!  
What can only be seen as a sovereign work of the Ruach HaKodesh is 
breaking forth as Christians around the world are working to restore the 
Hebrew foundation of Christianity. After being stained for more than 
eighteen centuries by Judaeophobia, anti-Judaism, and anti-Semitism, 
Christianity is being impacted by an unprecedented revolution of 

restoration. Scholars, clergy, and laity from virtually every nationality, 
ethnicity, and denomination are reconnecting their faith in                        

Messiah Y’shua with its historic Hebraic roots. 
 

Hallelujah!
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We inform – You choose
23
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
24
 

 
 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Proverbs 25:25 
Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa 

 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  

Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
23
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah; when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 

of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
24
 Matt 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? Matt 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, 
he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that 
ye may keep your own tradition 


