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PRÉCIS 

The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant deals with the ongoing debate that has caused shear division in 
the Christian religion.  

Nomos is the Greek word translated "law" in the New Testament. Nomos has many definitions: it can mean 
law of the land, any codified law/set of laws, a basic principle—and of course it can mean Torah. There was 
no specific Greek word for "legalism", and often nomos is used when Paul is referring to legalism. Since 
legalism itself is also a set of laws, nomos fits well there, too. 

Conversely, the Greek word for, 'lawlessness' is anomos; that is, anti-law. Christians tend to assume that 
every single instance of 'law' in the Scriptures can only mean Torah (shown above that is not true in all cases 
– it’s a broad word); yet few stop to think of the consequences. If 'law' can only mean Torah…then what does 
"lawless' mean? Anti-Torah? In the case of lawlessness, Torah is indeed meant that the sign of the end times 
would be "Torah-lessness." Christians often boast that they are "free from law", not realizing that's just a 
seemingly nice way of saying "without law" or "having no law".  

The argument is made by Christians that Torah was only given to show man how sinful he was, to show he 
could not keep Torah and that he needed a Saviour. A few problems come to mind. In the first place, Torah 
wasn't given to show us how sinful we are but how Holy YHWH is. YHWH said He gave Torah to show man 
how to live as a mikra 'called out' people (note: "church" is a modern English translation of the Greek word 
ekklesia. Ekklesia and mikra are synonyms—the meaning of both being, "called out ones"). Torah was a 
lifestyle document. Christians, do you believe YHWH gave Torah to His Chosen People so that He could later 
introduce "Grace" and then condemn His original Chosen People in favour of other nations? If that was how 
YHWH treated His Chosen Ones, how much better will He treat His non-Chosen Ones? Would a YHWH of 
love deliberately give people a document they could not obey, and then condemn them for their expected 
failure? Y’shua (Jesus) came 1,500 years after Torah was given: is that, then, 1,500 years of fruitless efforts 
to obey Torah?  

When YHWH gave Torah, He promised blessings for obedience and punishment for disobedience. Israel 
strayed from Torah and was punished on numerous occasions, including being taken into captivity. If it was 
impossible to keep Torah, if it was given only to set us up for failure, that would make YHWH a sadist, who 
punishes people for failing at an impossible task!  

Torah was not given to show that man couldn't keep it. On the contrary, YHWH Himself declared that it was 
possible to keep Torah! (Deut 30:11-14). 

Now if YHWH says it is possible to keep Torah, no man-made doctrine to the contrary should be accepted. 
There is not a single command given in Torah that was impossible to keep. Man chooses to disobey, and the 
fault lies within man, not Torah.  

Also, the Torah NEVER states that its end will come or that it will be changed later. Did YHWH not plan to 
send Messiah? Did He not know that lawlessness would be a characteristic of the future? Indeed He did, 
which is why YHWH added a special clause to Torah: "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you." (Deut 4:2) and also: "What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add 
thereto, nor diminish from it." (Deut 12:32). 

Following this passage to not add to or take away from Torah is a warning against false prophets (Deut 13). A 
false prophet is *ANYONE* who teaches the people to disregard YHWH's Torah! YHWH warns that these 
false prophets will test the people's faithfulness to YHWH. His people will, instead, "walk after the LORD your 
God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto 
him" (Deut 13:4). In Y’shua’s time, the only way to test those who claimed to be prophets of YHWH was 
to compare what they taught to the teachings of Torah. There was no other test. So when Torah is cast 
aside as irrelevant, so is the foundation that proved Y’shua was Messiah!  

Y’shua never taught against Torah. If He had, He would be considered to be a false prophet! Y’shua and 
Torah cannot contradict each other. One must validate the other. Be wary of man-made church doctrines 
espousing a "Jesus" loosely based on the life of Y’shua HaMashiach; i.e., a "Jesus" who is credited with 
turning the people away from Torah. The real Y’shua came "not to destroy the law, or the prophets: but to 
fulfil" (Matt 5:17). Fulfil means to do exactly as written—not to abolish or change! It also means to magnify. 
Anyone who teaches to 'take away' from Torah is a false teacher and anyone adding to Torah is a false 
teacher. Think about the arguments between Christianity and Judaism. Ironically, for two-thousand years now, 
YHWH has had these two sets of people: Torah-rejecting Believers; and Y’shua-rejectors who add man-made 
writings to Torah. Does either group please YHWH? 



It is a fact that Torah will forever be valid. Refer to Deut 7:9: "Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is 
God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations."  

The Researcher’s aim with this study is to get Believers to look afresh, with no pre-conceived doctrine or 
ideas, at the New Testament’s Torah-based Scriptures—and to see them in an astonishingly different way. All 
Scriptures must be tested against Torah for accuracy. If you hold a doctrine that contradicts Torah, your 
doctrine is wrong and you are guilty of lawlessness. Torah is the foundation. Misunderstanding this fact will 
lead to incorrect doctrines and a skewed, mistaken view of Scripture. As Paul explicitly says, "The law is 
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good." (Rom 7:12) 

One of the most significant signs and names of the Antichrist is lawlessness. You need to choose if you are 
part of the apostasy or the Truth.  
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CHAPTER 1 
Why the Author Wrote the Book 

 

here are many scriptural problems facing the hermeneutist who teaches and motivates that the Law 
(Torah) has been made redundant in the New Covenant and that is has no bearing on the Church and 
Believer anymore. Grace is sufficient, and you can now do and say what you want; the Old Covenant 
has been done away with. 

Judaism, which is the belief in only the Old Covenant Scriptures, has become an “occultic” idea and is looked 
upon with “raised eyebrows”. The Roman Catholic Church has caused this misconception and the belief that it 
is an occultic idea for nearly two-thousand years. Jews down through the ages have been ridiculed, mocked, 
persecuted and murdered in the name of “Christianity”. Replacement Theology is rampant in the Church today 
and is increasing at an alarming rate. This is a very effective strategy of Satan’s to distort and destroy the truth 
in the Scriptures, so as to drag as many end-time Believers as possible with him into Hell. He’s been doing 
this for nearly two-thousand years. 

First, there is the problem of the diverse ways the New Covenant Believers understand YHWH’s (God's) 
Torah and the Church's ‘Grace Gospel’. The problem is often made more difficult by the Church's tendency to 
misunderstand the relationship between Torah and Grace—usually in accord with traditional teaching. The 
ongoing relationship between Torah and Grace differs from community to community. Yet, across the Church 
universal, Believers are inclined to stake out one biblical version of Torah and Grace as their own and exclude 
other biblical views from their accounts. The point must, at all costs, be understood that the New Covenant 
(N.T.) enshrines an inspired validity of Torah, and are all normative for the community of faith. 

The second side of this two-sided problem is the effort of Christian Theologians to systematize and make 
uniform what is in fact a multi-faceted whole. Nowhere does the New Covenant make a systematic distinction 
between Torah and Grace, between ethics and theology. For example, Matthew's Sermon on the Mount 
includes Y’shua’s teaching about the Torah. It is a major part of His larger proclamation that the kingdom of 
heaven has come near with the inauguration of His Messianic mission. Paul's concern with the status of the 
Torah for the Gentile mission is also ever-increased, but grossly misinterpreted by traditional views inherited 
down through the ages. 

This work is an attempt to answer the question, “Is Torah still relevant for the New Covenant Believer?” 

Chapter one of the book is largely devoted to understanding the perimeters of the research, what the book 
entails and the goals thereof. 

In Chapter two, I give factual background on the fact that the Church, through the ages, progressively moved 
away from the Torah. Each phase the Church went through is categorically addressed to provide the reader 
with a clear, systematic approach to the facts. The reason for this is that it is crucial for the reader to come to 
grips with factual evidence on what went wrong in the early years which followed soon after the Church was 
birthed, and what transpired during the last 2,000 years.  

Chapter three deals with the problem the Church in general has today in understanding Y’shua’s words 
concerning the 'Law' as well as what the Apostles taught in Acts on the 'Law'. 

This leaves us with the challenge in Chapter 4 of proving the arguments to observe Torah in the rest of the 
New Covenant. Further, to prove that the Church has been deceived in their inherited doctrines. This will be 
done by rendering sound exegesis on all the Torah-based Scriptures.  Chapter 4 also gives the Believer a full 
background on what Torah is and what Torah is not. Within this chapter, many ‘worrying’ and ‘unanswered’ 
questions such as, “Are women allowed to preach or teach in the Church?” etc., are addressed and resolved. 
With the accurate approach to Torah, many false doctrines are refuted which will help the Believer immensely 
to understand the New Covenant Scripture as a whole.  

In Chapter 5, a summary is given by integrating all the facts from chapter 2 to chapter 5. A conclusion is 
formalized to prove to the Believer that theTorah is still relevant today. 

The Problem the Church has Today                                                                              

The general Church Leader and Christian are totally oblivious to the truth in the Scriptures when it comes to 
the Torah. The Church does not understand YHWH’s Torah-based lifestyle for humanity, which is fulfilled 

T
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through His Son Y’shua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah). Christians, therefore, tend not to read the Old 
Covenant because they see it as “we are not under the Law anymore”. The result is that Christians in general 
do not understand Y’shua’s or Paul’s teachings on the Torah.  

Unfortunately, as a result, many Christians today do not understand what Y’shua actually meant when He 
said, “if you love me you will do my Torah”. Christians are indeed truth-seekers and many would want to know 
the truth irrespective of what they were taught, but lack the resources to gain the insight. 

If Christians continue with their Hellenistic approach to Scripture, the deception of thousands will continue and 
lead to victory and triumph for Satan. 

Scripture has it that YHWH’s doctrine will fall as fine dew on a tender herb in the last days, meaning that the 
true doctrine will be restored whether man approves or not. I propose to research the New Covenant 
Scriptures which pertain to Torah and how they interact with the Old Covenant.  

The Author’s Aims with the Book 

Will the knowledge of Torah, as given by YHWH in the five Books which Moshe (Moses) wrote in the Old 
Covenant, help the Believer to understand the New Covenant better? 

Is there a need for the Believer to understand Y’shua’s and Paul’s teachings with regard to the Torah for 
victorious living? 

Has Satan deceived the Church by corrupting Christian beliefs with Hellenistic thinking, and by the 
spiritualizing of Scripture? 

The expected aims of this book are: 

• To teach the Believer what the Torah is. 

• To enhance the appreciation of Y’shua’s teachings on the Torah. 

• To make Church Leaders understand Satan’s attack against the Torah.  

• To help Believers live a Torah-based lifestyle as Y’shua taught. 

The expected objectives of this book are: 

• To give the Believer a holistic view of YHWH’s Torah in the Old Covenant. 

• To give an understanding of Paul’s teachings in his epistles on the Torah. 

• To help Believers realise that they have been deceived into making the Torah invalid. 

The Author’s use of existing Research Resources 

A research survey was conducted on the following areas by making use of relevant resources which were 
germane to it: 

1. High-class References: 

• Mishnah, Talmud, Midrash – Jewish Literature doing exegesis’ on the Old Covenant Scriptures; 

• Shem Tov’s Hebrew Translation of Matthew 

2. Medium-class References: 

• Regular textbooks, typically by recognised Jewish scholars and/or academics in the field. 

3. Low-class References: 

• Popular books and internet articles by leaders in the specialized field. 

The Book’s Perimeters 

The perimeters of the research are laid out as follows: 
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1. What is included: 

• Only the Torah-related verses in the New Covenant will be discussed. 

• References to the Torah in the New Covenant will also be addressed. 

• Various Hebrew names and words will be used as well as the interpretation thereof (explanations will 
be given in the Footnotes the first time the word is mentioned). 

• References will be made to the Parashat
1
. 

• Other Jewish literature will be referred to for information only and not to confirm doctrine, such as the 
Talmud, Mishnah, etc. 

• The King James Red Letter Bible will be used most of the time; if other translations are used they will 
be cited. 

• Verses are used at times as the point of departure, but explanations will then follow. 

2. What is excluded: 

• Only an overview of the Torah will be given in chapter 4, the Neviim (Prophets) and the Ketuvim 
(Writings) will not be discussed in detail, but they may be referred to. 

• A complete exegesis of the entire 613 Torah instructions will not be conducted in this research. 

• No exegeses are included in any of the New Covenant’s Scripture that are not relevant to the Torah. 

Special Terminology and Definitions 

1.  Definitions 

Talmud: The collection of ancient rabbinic writings on Jewish law and tradition (the Mishnah and the 
Gemarah) that constitute the basis of religious authority in Orthodox Judaism. 

Mishnah: The Mishnah or Mishna (הנשמ, "repetition", from the verb shanah הנש, or "to study and review") is a 
major work of Rabbinic Judaism, and the first major redaction into written form of Jewish oral traditions, called 
the Oral Torah. The word "Mishnah" also means "Secondary" (derived from the adj. ינש); thus named for being 
both the one written authority (codex) secondary (only) to the TaNaCh as a basis for passing judgment, a 
source and a tool for creating laws, and the first of many books to complement the Bible in certain aspects. 

Gemarah: Or the Gemara (also transliterated Gemora or, less commonly, Gemorra) (from Aramaic ארמג 
gamar; literally, "[to] study" or "learning by tradition") is the part of the Talmud that contains rabbinical 
commentaries and analysis of the Mishnah. After the Mishnah was published by Rabbi Judah the Prince (c. 
200 CE), the work was studied exhaustively by generation after generation of rabbis in Babylonia and the 
Land of Israel. Their discussions were written down in a series of books that became the Gemara, which when 
combined with the Mishnah, constituted the Talmud. 

TaNaCh: Or the Tanakh (Hebrew: ךְ "ַּתַנ  ) (IPA: Tenakh or Tenak) is the Bible used in Judaism. The name 
"Tanakh" is a Hebrew acronym formed from the initial Hebrew letters of the Tanakh's three traditional 
subdivisions: The Torah ("Teaching," also known as the Five Books of Moses), Nevi'im ("Prophets") and 
Ketuvim ("Writings")—hence, TaNaKh. The elements of the Tanakh are incorporated in various forms in 
Christian Bibles, in which with some variations, it is called the "Old Testament". 

Torah: Various definitions are given in chapter 3, page 35 

Y’shua: Also, Yeshua is the Hebrew or Aramaic name for the Messiah. Christians call the Messiah “Jesus”. 
Also, written as Yahshua or Yahshuah is the attempted transliteration of the original Hebrew or Aramaic.  

Messiah: Messiah (Hebrew: מִֹׁשַּיח, Standard Mošíaḥ; Aramaic: אחישמ, Aramaic/Syriac: Məšîḥā, Arabic: fghijا , 
Latin Messias) literally means "anointed (one)". In Jewish Messianic tradition and eschatology, messiah refers 
to a future King of Israel from the Davidic line, which will rule the people of united tribes of Israel, and herald 
the Messianic Age of global peace. In Standard Hebrew, The Messiah is often referred to as חישמה ךלמ, Méleḫ 
ha-Mašíaḥ, literally meaning "the Anointed King". Christians believe that prophecies in the Hebrew Bible refer 
to a spiritual Saviour, and believe Jesus to be that Messiah (Christ). The (Greek) Septuagint version of the 
Old Testament renders all thirty-nine instances of the Hebrew word messiah (Mašíaḥ) as Χριστός (Khristós). 
The New Testament records the Greek transliteration Μεσσίας, Messias, twice, in John 1:41 and 4:25. In 
Islam, Isa (Jesus) is also called the Messiah (Masih), but like in Judaism he is not considered to be the literal 
physical Son of God. 

                                                      
1 The Torah cycle reading divided in weekly sections. 
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Judaism: From the Greek Ioudaïsmos, derived from the Hebrew הדוהי, Yehudah, "Judah"; in Hebrew: ַיֲהדּות, 
Yahedut, the distinctive characteristics of the Judean ethnos. Judaism is a set of beliefs and practices 
originating from the saga of the ancient Israelites, as embodied and codified in the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh), as 
later further explored and explained in the Talmud and other texts. Judaism presents itself as the covenantal 
relationship between the Children of Israel (later, the Jewish nation) and YHWH. As such, many consider it 
the first monotheistic religion. Many aspects of Judaism correspond to Western concepts of ethics and civil 
law. Judaism is among the oldest religious traditions still being practised today, and many of its texts and 
traditions are central to other Abrahamic religions. As such, Jewish history and the principles and ethics of 
Judaism have influenced various other religions, including Christianity and Islam. Followers of Judaism (as 
well as members of the Jewish people) are called Jews, and the Jewish collective is regarded as an ethno-
religious group for reasons derived from the sacred texts that define them as a nation—rather than followers 
of a faith. 

Oral Law: A term used to denote the legal and interpretative traditions which were transmitted orally, and 
which were not written in the Torah. According to Rabbinic Judaism, the oral Torah, oral Law, or oral tradition 
(Hebrew: הפ לעבש הרות, Torah she-be-`al peh) was given orally to Moses by YHWH in conjunction with the 
written Torah (Hebrew: בתכבש הרות, Torah she-bi-khtav). The Mishnah is the record of the oral Torah. While 
other cultures and Jewish groups maintained oral traditions, only the Rabbis gave ideological significance to 
the fact that they transmitted their tradition orally. According to Rabbinic tradition, Moses and the Israelites 
received an oral as well as the written Torah ("teaching") from YHWH at Mount Sinai. The books of the 
Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) were relayed with an accompanying oral tradition passed on by each generation. 
Jewish law and tradition thus is not based on a strictly literal reading of the Tanakh, but on combined oral and 
written traditions. Rabbis of the Talmudic era conceived of the Oral Law in two distinct ways. First, Rabbinic 
tradition conceived of the Oral law as an unbroken chain of transmission. The distinctive feature of this view 
was that Oral Law was "conveyed by word of mouth and memorized". Second, the Rabbis also conceived of 
the Oral law as an interpretive tradition, and not merely as memorized traditions. In this view, the written 
Torah was seen as containing many levels of interpretation. It was left to later generations, who were steeped 
in the oral tradition of interpretation to discover those ("hidden") interpretations not revealed by Moses. The 
"oral law" was ultimately recorded in the Mishnah, the Talmud and Midrash. 

Midrash: Midrash (Hebrew: מדרש ; plural midrashim, lit. "to investigate" or "study") is a Hebrew term referring to 
the not exact, but comparative (homiletic) method of exegesis (hermeneutic) of Biblical texts, which is one of 
four methods cumulatively called Pardes. The term midrash can also refer to a compilation of homiletic 
teachings (commentaries) on the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), in the form of legal and ritual (Halakhah); and 
legendary, moralizing, folkloristic, and anecdotal (Aggadah) parts. While the midrashim are a valuable source 
of Jewish interpretations of the Bible, they are not the only source. The article on Jewish commentaries on the 
Bible discusses a wide variety of later Jewish Bible commentaries, from the ancient Targums to classical 
Rabbinic literature, the midrash literature, the classical medieval commentators, and modern day 
commentaries. The Midrash is mostly derived from, and based upon, the teachings of the Tannaim.  

Homiletic: Homiletics (Gr. homiletikos, from homilos, to assemble together), in theology the application of the 
general principles of rhetoric to the specific department of public preaching. The one who practices or studies 
homiletics is called a homilist. 

Exegesis: Exegesis (from the Greek ἐξηγεῖσθαι 'to lead out') is a critical explanation or interpretation of a text. 
Biblical exegesis is a critical explanation or interpretation of the Bible. The goal of Biblical exegesis is to find 
the meaning of the text which then leads to discovering its significance or relevance. 

Hermeneutic: Hermeneutics is the study of interpretative theory. Traditional hermeneutics, which includes 
Biblical hermeneutics, refers to the study of the interpretation of written texts—especially texts in the areas of 
literature, religion and law. 

Pardes: The Pardes typology describes four different approaches to Biblical exegesis in rabbinic Judaism (or 
simply, interpretation of text in Torah study). The term, sometimes also spelled PaRDeS, is an acronym 
formed from the name of these four approaches, which are: Peshat (ְּפָׁשט) — "plain" ("simple") or the direct 
meaning. Remez (ֶרֶמז) — "hints" or the deep (allegoric) meaning beyond just the literal sense. Derash (ְּדַרׁש) 
— from Hebrew darash: "inquire" ("seek") — the comparative (midrashic) meaning, as given through similar 
occurrences. Sod (סֹוד) — "secret" ("mystery") or the mystical meaning, as given through inspiration or 
revelation. Each type of Pardes interpretation examines the extended meaning of a text. As a general rule, the 
extended meaning never contradicts the base meaning. The Peshat means the literal interpretation. Remez is 
the allegorical meaning. Derash includes the metaphorical meaning, and Sod represents the hidden meaning. 
There is often considerable overlap: for example, when legal understandings of a verse are influenced by 
mystical interpretations or when a "hint" is determined by comparing a word with other instances of the same 
word. 

Halakhah: Halakha (Hebrew: הלכה ) — also transliterated Halocho and Halacha — is the collective body of 
Jewish religious law, including biblical law (the 613 mitzvot) and later talmudic and rabbinic law, as well as 
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customs and traditions. Judaism classically draws no distinction in its laws between religious and ostensibly 
non-religious life. Hence, Halakha guides not only religious practices and beliefs, but numerous aspects of 
day-to-day life. Halakha is often translated as "Jewish Law", although a more literal translation might be "the 
path" or "the way of walking". The word is derived from the Hebrew root that means to go or to walk. 

Aggadah: Aggadah (Aramaic הדגא: tales, lore; pl. Aggadot or (Ashkenazi) Aggados) refers to the homiletic 
and non-legalistic exegetical texts in classical rabbinic literature, particularly as recorded in the Talmud and 
Midrash. In general, Aggadah is a compendium of rabbinic homilies that incorporates folklore, historical 
anecdotes, moral exhortations, and practical advice in various spheres—from business to medicine. 

Targums: A targum (Hebrew: תרגום , plural: targumim, lit. "translation, interpretation") is an Aramaic translation 
of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) written or compiled from the Second Temple period until the early Middle Ages 
(late first millennium). The two major genres of Targum reflect two geographical and cultural centers of Jewish 
life during the period of their creation; namely, the Land of Israel and Babylonia. Aramaic was the dominant 
Jewish language or lingua franca for hundreds of years in these major Jewish communities. To facilitate the 
study of Tanakh and make its public reading understood, authoritative translations were required. As 
translations, the targumim largely reflect midrashic interpretation of the Tanakh of the time, and are notable for 
eschewing anthropomorphisms in favor of allegorical readings. (Rambam, for one, notes this often in The 
Guide.) This is true both for those targumim that are fairly literal, as well as for those which contain a great 
many midrashic expansions. The Aramaic Targums were used in the Christian Syriac Church. 

Tannaim: The Tannaim (Hebrew: םיאנת, singular אנת, Tanna) were the Rabbinic sages whose views are 
recorded in the Mishnah, from approximately 70-200 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the 
Mishnaic period, lasted about 130 years. It came after the period of the Zugot ("pairs"), and was immediately 
followed by the period of the Amoraim. The root tanna (אנת) is the Talmudic Aramaic equivalent for the 
Hebrew root shanah (הנש), which also is the root-word of Mishnah. The verb shanah (הנש) literally means "to 
repeat [what one was taught]" and is used to mean "to learn". The Mishnaic period is commonly divided up 
into five periods according to generations. There are approximately 120 known Tannaim. The Tannaim lived 
in several areas of the Land of Israel. The spiritual center of Judaism at that time was Jerusalem, but after the 
destruction of the city and the Second Temple, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai and his students founded a new 
religious center in Yavne. Other places of Judaic learning were founded by his students in Lod and in Bnei 
Brak. Many of the Tannaim worked as laborers (e.g., charcoal burners, cobblers), in addition to their positions 
as teachers and legislators. They were also leaders of the people and negotiators with the Roman Empire. 

2. Basic Terms 

BCE: Before Common Era (BC) 

CE: Common Era (AD) 

YHWH: God, the Tetragramation (four letters äåäé), YaHWeH or YaHoWaH 

 

Introduction 
 

HWH, in his wisdom, made it clear in His Word that there are certain procedures to be followed to 
enter into His Kingdom. After entering into His Kingdom, there are further instructions rendered by 
Him to follow to stay on track. These instructions, or rather teachings, are to identify and walk on the 

Road of Holiness. Failure to identify said teachings will have a detrimental effect on the Believer with 
catastrophic results. This Road of Holiness is paved by a purification process, better known as Sanctification 
by YHWH’s Word. 
 

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption:” 

2
 

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth.” 

3
 

“That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” 
4
 

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

5
 

                                                      
2   1 Cor 1:30 
3   John 17:17, 19 
4   Eph 5:26 
5   1 Thes 5:23 

Y 
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“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the 
gate.” 

6
  

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 
7
 

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

8
 

The passages above make it crystal clear, that it is YHWH, His Word, and His Son Y’shua HaMashiach’s 
blood that sanctifies us. Y’shua also makes it clear that the core of all the teachings and doctrine of the 
Torah

9
  and Neviim

10
 is LOVE and GRACE. This is the very basis of the Torah! The entire Torah revolves 

around YHWH’s LOVE, GRACE and MERCY. YHWH had given the world the Torah to purify man’s heart 
which is filled with deceit and wickedness. 

The Torah is designed to give man the guidelines or better “teachings” because YHWH wants us to be 
gracious to our fellow man and to love him unconditionally, in the same sense as YHWH loves us. Did you 
know that YHWH loves you so much that He allowed His Son to be murdered? This is the core of Torah – 
LOVE! The question now is: Do you love YHWH so much that you willingly want to live Torah, and that you 
willingly want to live by His teachings?  

Torah must never, ever be seen as legalistic rituals and laws imposed on man. This is where the 
“Church” has missed the point all along. The word Torah, as translated into “Law” in the English Bibles, is 
grossly mistranslated. Ariel Berkowitz, a Messianic Jew

11
 in his book, Torah Rediscovered, explains the word 

Torah clearly: “the word torah’ means ‘teaching,’ ‘instruction,’ or ‘doctrine’”.
12
 In reality, all of YHWH’s Word

13
 

is Torah. If that is true (and it is), then it is also true to say that every Believer in Y’shua should be “Torah 
observant.”  

The problem encountered is that Believers do not understand how to connect the Old Covenant with the Brit 
Chadashah.

14
 Believers in general do not understand the concept(s) of Torah. You need, as a point of 

departure, to put your ‘church doctrine’ aside and let the Ruach HaKodesh
15
 reveal and teach you. Refer to 

the passages listed below. Do not let the opinions of man, but the Living Word of YHWH teach and convince 
you (emphasis added by researcher): 
 
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law (Torah), or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil.”

16
  

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments (Mitzvahs
17
 of the Torah), and 

shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

18
  

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

19
 

“And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments (Torah).”

20
  

“And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments (Torah) is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord:”

21
  

“And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments (Torah) and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless.”

22
  

                                                      
6   Heb 13:12 
7   Jer 17:9 
8   Mat 22:37-40 
9   Law – the first five books in the TaNaCH (Old Covenant) which Moses wrote, also called the Chumash 
10  Prophets – Prophetic Books in the TaNaCH (Old Covenant) written by the various Prophets 
11  A Jew who believes and accepts that Y’shua is the Messiah sent by YHWH 
12  Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, Torah Rediscovered, pg 3 
13  This includes the TaNaCh and the Brit Chadashah 
14
  Newer Covenant (New Testament) 

15  Divine Spirit of YHWH which is holy 
16 Mat 5:17 
17 Instructions from the Torah 
18 Mat 5:19 
19 Mat 28:19-20 
20 Mat 19:17 
21 Mark 12:29 
22 Luke 1:6 
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“If ye love me, keep my commandments (Torah).”
23
  

“He that hath my commandments (Torah), and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.”

24
  

“If ye keep my commandments (Torah), ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments (Torah), and abide in his love.”

25
  

“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God 
(Torah).”

26
  

“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments (Torah). He that saith, I know 
him, and keepeth not his commandments (Torah), is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”

27
  

“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments (Torah), and do 
those things (Torah) that are pleasing in his sight. And he that keepeth his commandments (Torah) 
dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given 
us.”

28
  

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments 
(Torah). For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments (Torah): and his commandments 
(Torah) are not grievous.”

29
  

“And this is love that we walk after his commandments (Torah). This is the commandment (Torah), 
That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.”

30
 

We notice the same pattern as Y’shua teaches for the last days, during the Tribulation Period. It must be 
brought to the reader’s attention that Torah was relevant in the TaNaCH, Torah is relevant today according to 
Y’shua Himself, and Torah will be relevant until the end. Refer to the Book of Revelation:  
 

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which 
keep the commandments (Torah) of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

31
  

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments (Torah) of God, and the 
faith of Jesus.”

32
  

 
From the verses quoted above we can clearly deduce that the Torah was applicable in the past, is still 
applicable today, and will be applicable in the future. Now meditate on the next verse and see YHWH’s 
beautiful promise for the active Doer of the Word—not just the reader or listener: 

 

“Blessed are they that do his commandments (Torah), that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.”

33
  

From this verse alone we clearly see that our God is a God of conditions. This means, if you want access to 
the Tree of Life and the New Jerusalem City, as I am sure every Believer wants, then you must “do his 
commandments.” Do is a verb and requires an action. Are you blatantly ignoring Torah altogether, or, are 
you just reading the Torah and not actively doing it, or are you an active Doer (Executor) of Torah? 

This study will undoubtedly prove that it is YHWH’s will for every Believer in Messiah Y’shua to study, 
understand and live Torah. 

 
 

 

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law (Torah),  

even his prayer shall be abomination.
34
 

                                                      
23 John 14:15 
24 John 14:21 
25 John 15:10 
26
 1 Cor 7:19 

27 1 John 2:3-4 
28 1 John 3:22, 24 
29 1 John 5:2-3 
30 2 John 1:6 
31 Rev 12:17 
32 Rev 14:12 
33 Rev 22:14 
34 Prov 28:9 
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CHAPTER 2 
BACKGROUND ON THE MOVING AWAY                      

FROM TORAH 
2,000 Years of Deception and Error 

 
The Early Church Fathers, Medieval Period, High Middle Age, East-West Split, Reformation and 
Counter-Reformation, and Christianity in the Modern Era 

  
hristianity began as a Jewish sect, called the Natsarim (Nazarenes).

35
 
36
 The Christian Church traces 

its history to Y’shua and the Twelve Apostles, and the early dominant Church saw the bishops of the 
Church as the successors of the Apostles in general. We are speaking here of the Roman Catholic 

Church. Apostolic Succession is central to the doctrines of the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican 
Churches. They believe that the bishops are the spiritual successors of the original twelve apostles, through 
the historically-unbroken chain of consecration. They still hold this view to this very day. 

From the beginning, Christians were subject to various persecutions. These persecutions often resulted in 
death for Christians such as Stephen

37
 and James, the son of Zebedee.

38
 Larger-scale persecutions 

followed at the hands of the authorities of the Roman Empire. It began in 64 AD, when, as reported by the 
Roman historian Tacitus, the Emperor Nero blamed the Christians for that year's great Fire of Rome. 
According to Church tradition, it was under Nero's persecution that the early Church leaders, Peter and Paul, 
were martyred in Rome. Further widespread persecutions of the Church occurred under nine subsequent 
Roman emperors which followed—including Domitian, Decius and Diocletian. From the year 150, Christian 
teachers began to produce theological and "apologetic" works aimed at defending their faith. These 
authors are known as the Church Fathers, and the study of them is called Patristics.  

These Church Fathers include Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of 
Alexandria and Origen. All these early Church fathers opposed the Torah-based teachings of the “Jews.” A 
doctrine was birthed that they were in the “Dispensation of Grace” and that the Torah of the TaNaCh (Old 
Covenant) is not valid anymore. Furthermore, all the Jewish Books in the Newer Covenant, written years 
before Paul’s Epistles, were considered not so important and moved to the end, and Books such as Romans 
and the Epistles written by Paul were moved to the front of the Brit Chadashah. The Roman Church was 
being birthed and the Letters written to them was regarded as superior. To make things worse, these Letters 
were also viewed through the eyes of the Roman Christian, and not viewed from a Jewish perspective. New 
teachings and thinking patterns were developed and the Jewish Torah-based lifestyle was seen as ‘Old 
Testament’ and obsolete. To make matters worse, the early Church Fathers regarded Torah as a doctrine 
straight from the pit of Hell! One of the main reasons for resisting any Jewish doctrine or thinking pattern was 
because they believed and promoted the idea that the Jews killed Y’shua the Messiah. Jews were seen as 
part of the “bad guys”. 

Christianity was legalized in the Fourth Century when Constantine I issued the Decree of Milan in 313. 
Constantine was instrumental in the forming of the First Council of Nicaea in 325, which sought to address 
the Arian

39
 heresy and formulated the Nicene Creed. The Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodoxy, 

Anglican Communion, and many Protestant churches 
40
 still use the Nicene Creed.  

 
In 324, Constantine the Great announced his decision to transform Byzantium into Nova Roma and on May 
11, 330, he officially proclaimed the city the new capital of the Roman Empire. The city was renamed 

                                                      
35 Fortescue, Adrian (1912). "Veneration of Images". Catholic Encyclopedia. Robert Appleton Company. Retrieved on 2007-11-26 
36 Acts 7:59 
37 Acts 12:2 
38 "It is our desire that all the various nations which are subject to our clemency and moderation should continue to the profession of that 
religion which was delivered to the Romans by the divine Apostle Peter, as it has been preserved by faithful tradition and which is now 
professed by the Pontiff Damasus and by Peter, Bishop of Alexandria, a man of apostolic holiness. ... We authorize the followers of this 
law to assume the title Catholic Christians; but as for the others, since in our judgment they are foolish madmen, we decree that they 
shall be branded with the ignominious name of heretics, and shall not presume to give their conventicles the name of churches." Halsall, 
Paul (June 1997). "Theodosian Code XVI.i.2". Medieval Sourcebook: Banning of Other Religions. Fordham University. Retrieved on 
2006-09-19 
39 Arianism is the teaching of the Christian theologian Arius (c. AD 250-336), who lived and taught in Alexandria, Egypt, in the early 4th 
century. The most controversial of his teachings, considered contrary to the Nicene creed and heretical by the Council of Nicaea, dealt 
with the relationship between God the Father and the person of Jesus, saying that Jesus was not one with the Father, and that He was 
not fully, although almost, divine in nature. This teaching of Arius conflicted with trinitarian christological positions which were held by 
the Church (and subsequently maintained by the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Churches and most Protestant 
Churches) 
40 "The History of the Church", Howard A. White, http://www.appiusforum.com/restoration.html 

C 
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Constantinople, The City of Constantine, after Constantine's death in 337. This effectively made the Greek 
city, Constantinople, the head of the Roman, now the Greek empire. This Greek empire was the first to fully 
support Christianity, and was known as One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic church. Again, with all these 
changes, the Jewish form of worship as per the early Jewish Church (the Church of Acts) was totally 
resisted. Y’shua’s Torah-based teachings were ignored and the apostolic movement was strengthened and 
aggressively promoted.  

On 27 February 380, Emperor Theodosius I enacted a law establishing Catholic (meaning Universal or 
General) Christianity as the official religion of the Roman Empire (East or Byzantine Empire and West).

41
 

This period of history was also marked by the inauguration of a series of Ecumenical (worldwide) 
Christological Councils which established and formally codified critical elements of the theology of the 
Church. This movement did not include the Torah teachings. In 382, the Council of Rome set the Canon of 
the Bible, listing the accepted books of the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament.” Also with this, the 
Council of Ephesus in 431 declared that Y’shua existed both as fully Man and fully God simultaneously, 
clarifying His status in the “Trinity.”

42
 The meaning of the Nicene Creed was also declared a permanent 

doctrine of the Church. With this doctrine came the “Trinity” doctrine and the “Dispensation of Law” was for 
the “Old Testament” and did not apply anymore. The Church of the day reinforced it and stayed with it ever 
since and to this very day. 

Medieval Period 

In 452, Pope Leo the Great met Attila the Hun, and dissuaded him from sacking Rome.
43
 However, in 476, 

the last Roman Emperor, Romulus Augustus was deposed.
44
 Following the fall of the Roman Empire in the 

west, the Church entered into a long period of missionary activity and expansion among the former barbarian 
tribes. Catholicism spread among the Germanic peoples (initially in competition with Arianism

45
); namely, the 

Celts, the Slavic peoples, the Vikings and other Scandinavians, the Hungarians, the Baltic peoples and the 
Finns. The rise of Islam from 630 onwards took the former Christian lands of the Levant, North Africa and 
much of Spain out of Christian control.

46
 In 480, St. Benedict set out his Monastic Rule, establishing a 

system of regulations for the foundation and running of monasteries.
47
 Monasticism became a powerful force 

throughout Europe
48
 and gave rise to many early centers of learning—most famously in Ireland, Scotland 

and Gaul—contributing to the Carolingian Renaissance of the 9th century. 

The Middle Ages brought about major changes within the Church. Pope Gregory the Great dramatically 
reformed ecclesiastical structure and administration.

49
 In the early 8th century, iconoclasm (making use of 

icons) became a divisive issue when it was sponsored by the Byzantine emperors.
50
 The popes challenged 

imperial power and preserved the use of images outside the empire. The Second Ecumenical Council of 
Nicaea (787) finally ruled in favour of iconoclasm.

51
 In the early 10th century, Western monasticism was 

further rejuvenated through the leadership of the great Benedictine monastery of Cluny.
52
 By now Torah–

based living was virtually non-existent in the general Church.  

 

High Middle Ages 

In the West, from the 11th century onward, older cathedral schools developed into universities (University of 
Paris, University of Oxford, and University of Bologna (Italy)). Originally teaching only theology based on a 

                                                      
41 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 243 
42 Trinity is a belief that there are three Gods: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
43 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 243 
44 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 238 
45 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 248-250 
46 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 238-242 
47 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 244-247 
48 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 260 
49 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, p 260 
50 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 278-281 
51 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 305, 312, 314-15 
52 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 303-307, 310-11, 384-386. 
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doctrine of “apostolic submission” alone, these universities steadily added subjects including medicine, 
philosophy and law, becoming the direct ancestors of modern Western institutions of learning.

53
  

Accompanying the rise of the "new towns" throughout Western Europe, orders were founded, bringing the 
consecrated religious life out of the monastery and into the new urban setting. The two principal movements 
were the Franciscans

54
 and the Dominicans

55
 founded by St. Francis and St. Dominic, respectively.Both 

these orders made significant contributions to the development of the great universities of Europe, but 
neglected the study and observance of Torah. Another new order was the Cistercians, whose large, isolated 
monasteries spearheaded the settlement of former wilderness areas. During this period, building of the 
church and ecclesiastical architecture reached new heights, culminating in the orders of Romanesque and 
Gothic architecture and the building of the great European cathedrals.

56
  

From 1095 under the pontificate of Urban II, the Crusades were launched.
57
 These were a series of military 

campaigns in the Holy Land and elsewhere. The Crusades were launced in response to pleas from the 
Byzantine Emperor Alexios I for aid against Turkish expansion. The crusades ultimately failed to suppress 
Islamic aggression and even contributed to Christian hate with the sacking and occupation of Constantinople 
during the Fourth Crusade.

58
 During this time, Jews were also targeted by the Crusaders for their rejection of 

Messiah Y’shua. This increased resistance from the so-called Christian soldiers, the Crusaders, against 
studying and understanding the Jewish way of worship and the Torah lifestyle. 

Beginning around 1184, following the crusades brought about by the Cathar
59
 heresy,

60
 various institutions 

broadly referred to as the Inquisition, were established aimed at suppressing heresy and securing religious 
and doctrinal unity within Christianity through conversion and prosecution of alleged heretics.

61
 The 

Inquisition led to the fierce persecution of the Jews in the wider Europe. Jews had to convert to Roman 
Catholism or face death. Jews were now forced to defend their beliefs. This caused them to painstakingly 
study the Newer Covenant in order to argue and prove that the Christians’ “Jesus” preached, promoted, and 
lived a Torah lifestyle. In fact Y’shua embraced it. This was proven from the Gospel of Matthew that the 
Christians’ “Jesus” actually wanted the Church to understand this. It is from these Inquisitions of heavy 
persecution and forcing Jews to convert to Roman Catholism that Shem-Tov’s Hebrew translation of 
Matthew surfaced. Shem-Tov

62
 proved, undoubtedly, that all Believers must follow and live Torah. Refer to 

Nehemia Gordon’s DVD and book “The Greek Jesus versus the Hebrew Yeshua”
63
 for further confirmation.  

Shem-Tov’s Hebrew translation of Matthew, however, failed to convince Christians and the fierce 
persecution of the Jews continued. Once again, the Church and its ‘grace is sufficient’ doctrine dominated. 

East-West Split 

During the period from the seventh to the fourteenth centuries, a gradual split took place in the Church that 
divided it into a Western (Latin) branch, generally known as the Roman Catholic Church, and an Eastern 
(Greek) branch, which has become known as the Orthodox Church. These two churches disagree on a 
number of administrative, liturgical, and doctrinal issues—most notably papal primacy of jurisdiction.

64
  

The Second Council of Lyon (1274) and the Council of Florence (1439) attempted to reunite the churches, 
but in both cases the Orthodox Church refused to ratify the decisions and the two principal churches remain 
in schism (division) to the present day. Neither of these groups attempted at any point to restore the Torah in 
its rightful place. The split happened as a result of a power struggle, and sadly, not to restore the truth in the 
Scriptures. 

                                                      
53 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 305, 310-11, 316-317. 
54 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 321-323, 365-66. 
55 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 292-300. 
56 Riley-Smith, Jonathan. The Oxford History of the Crusades New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 
57 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 300, 304-305. 
58 Gonzalez, Justo L. 'The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation'(c) 1984 HarperCollins Publishers, 
New York, NY, pp 310, 383, 385, 391. 
59 Catharism was a name given to a Christian religious sect with dualistic and gnostic elements that appeared in the Languedoc region 
of France in the 11th century and flourished in the 12th and 13th centuries. Catharism had its roots in the Paulician movement in 
Armenia and the Bogomiles of Bulgaria with whom the Paulicians merged. They also became influenced by dualist and, perhaps, 
Manichaean beliefs. 
60 "The Great Schism: The Estrangement of Eastern and Western Christendom". Orthodox Information Centre. Retrieved on 2007-05-
26, http://www.orthodoxinfo.com/general/greatschism.aspx. 
61 Simon, Edith (1966). Great Ages of Man: The Reformation. Time-Life Books, p. 7. ISBN 0662278208. 
62 A Spanish Jewish Scholar named Shem-Tov Ibn Shaprut who lived in Spain during the Inquisitions in the 14th Century. He should not 
be confused with Ba’al Shem-Tov, founder of Hasidim in the 18th Century. 
63 The Greek Jesus versus the Hebrew Yeshua, by Nehemia Gordon, Chapter 7, pp 37-45. 
64 Simon, Edith (1966). Great Ages of Man: The Reformation. Time-Life Books, p. 39, 55-61. ISBN 0662278208. 
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Reformation and Counter-Reformation 

The 15th-century Renaissance brought about a renewed interest in ancient and classical learning, and a re-
examination of accepted beliefs. The discovery of the Americas by Christopher Columbus in 1492 brought 
about a new wave of missionary activity as the Church sought to spread the faith throughout the colonies. 
The Reformation resulted in the splintering of the Western Christian Church into several Christian 
denominations.

65
 On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses, which protested key points of 

Roman Catholic doctrine as well as the sale of indulgence.
66
 Others, like Zwingli and Calvin, critiqued Roman 

Catholic teaching and worship even more. These challenges developed into the movement called the 
Protestant Reformation—which repudiated the primacy of the pope,

67
 clerical celibacy, the seven 

sacraments,
68
 the Eucharist, and various other doctrines and practices.

69
 The Reformation in England 

accelerated in 1534,
70
 when the English Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy making the King of 

England Supreme Head of the Church of England. Beginning in 1536, the monasteries throughout England, 
Wales, and Ireland were dissolved. Pope Paul III then excommunicated King Henry VIII in 1538, beginning 
what would become a decisive schism between Rome and Canterbury.

71
  

The Counter-Reformation, or Catholic Reformation, is the name given to the response of the Roman Catholic 
Church to the challenge of Protestantism. The Council of Trent clarified and reasserted Roman Catholic 
doctrine. During the following centuries, competition between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism became 
deeply entangled with political struggles among European states.

72
 Meanwhile, partly from missionary zeal, 

but under the impetus of colonial expansion by the European powers, Christianity spread to the Americas, 
Oceania, East Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa with the exact same doctrine, “you are not under the law 
anymore” bellowed out now on virtually every continent on the planet. 

Christianity in the Modern Era 

In the Modern Era, Christianity was confronted with various forms of skepticism and with certain modern 
political ideologies such as liberalism, nationalism, and socialism. This included the anti-clericalism of the 
French Revolution, the Spanish Civil War, and general hostility of Marxist movements—especially the 
Russian Revolution. Christian commitments in Europe dropped as modernity and secularism came into it’s 
own in Western Europe, while religious commitments in America have been generally high in comparison to 
Western Europe. The late 20th Century has shown the shift of Christian adherents to the Third World and 
southern hemisphere in general, with Western Civilization no longer the chief standard bearer of Christianity. 
With all these activities in the broader Church, Believers who still adhered to a Torah lifestyle were few and 
far between. 

Present-day Christian Divisions 

There is a diversity of doctrines and practices among groups calling themselves Christians. These groups 
are sometimes classified as denominations, though for theological reasons many groups reject this 
classification system.

73
 Christianity is broadly divided into four main groupings:

74
 
75
  

 

1. Roman Catholics 

Roman Catholicism: The Roman Catholic Church, or "Catholic Church", includes the local churches, headed 
by bishops, in communion with the Pope, the Bishop of Rome. The Church claims to have existed since the 
foundation of Christianity through Apostolic Succession, and in fact the formal structures of the Church have 

                                                      
65 Schama states that Henry's reforms were "a reformation but not the Protestant Reformation" 
66 An indulgence, in Roman Catholic theology, is the full or partial remission of temporal punishment due for sins which have already 
been forgiven. The indulgence is granted by the church after the sinner has confessed and received absolution 
67 The primacy of the Roman Pontiff is the apostolic authority of the Pope (Bishop of Rome), from the Holy See, over the several 
churches that comprise the Catholic Church in the Latin and Eastern Rites  
68 The seven sacraments in the Church: Baptism, Confirmation or Chrismation, Eucharist (the celebration of the Mass), Penance 
(commonly called Confession or Reconciliation after receiving Baptism), Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders (includes three orders: 
bishop, priest, and deacon. The Church regards ordination as a Sacrament), and Matrimony (Catholic marriage) 
69 Simon Schama, A History of Britain. Hyperion (2000), p. 306-10. ISBN 0-7868-6675-6 
70 Simon, Edith (1966). Great Ages of Man: The Reformation. Time-Life Books, p. 109-120. ISBN 0662278208 
71 A general overview about the English discussion is given in John Coffey (2000), Persecution and Toleration in Protestant England 
1558-1689, Studies in Modern History, Pearson Education 
72 S. E. Ahlstrom characterized denominationalism in America as "a virtual ecclesiology" that "first of all repudiates the insistences of the 
Roman Catholic Church, the churches of the 'magisterial' Reformation, and of most sects that they alone are the true Church." Ahlstrom 
p. 381. For specific citations, on the Roman Catholic Church, see the Catechism of the Catholic Church §816; other examples: Donald 
Nash, Why the Churches of Christ are not a Denomination; Wendell Winkler, Christ's Church is not a Denomination; and David E. Pratt, 
What does God think about many Christian denominations? 
73 "Divisions of Christianity". North Virginia College 
 http://www.nvcc.edu/home/lshulman/Rel232/resource/Xiandivision.htm. Retrieved on 2007-12-31 
74 "http://www.religioustolerance.org/ldswho.htm The LDS Restorationist movement, including Mormon denominations]". Religious 
Tolerance. Retrieved on 2007-12-31 
75 Adherents.com, Religions by Adherents, http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html 
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existed since at least the 4th century. Grouped into 23 particular rites, it is the largest single body with more 
than one billion baptized members.

76
  

2. Eastern Orthodox 

Eastern Orthodoxy: those churches in communion with the Patriarchal Sees of the East, such as the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople and others.

77
 A number of conflicts with Western Christianity over 

questions of doctrine and authority culminated in the Great Schism (Split). Like the Roman Catholic Church 
and the Anglican Communion, the Eastern Orthodox Church also lays claim to a heritage from primitive 
Christianity and has an Episcopal structure,

78
 though the independence of the individual, principal churches 

is emphasized. It is the second largest single denomination in Christianity, with over 200 million adherents.
79
  

3. Protestants and other Catholics 

Protestantism: In the 16th century, Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin inaugurated what has come 
to be called the Protestant Reformation. Luther's primary theological heirs are known as Lutherans in 
America, but are more commonly known as Evangelicals in Germany and elsewhere (to be distinguished 
from American Evangelicism). Zwingli and Calvin's heirs are far broader denominationally, and are broadly 
referred to as the Reformed Tradition.

80
 Most Protestant traditions branch out from the Reformed tradition in 

some way. In addition to the Lutheran and Reformed branches of the Reformation, there is Anglicanism after 
the English Reformation. The Anabaptist (against Believers baptism) tradition was largely disliked by the 
other Protestant parties at the time, but has achieved a measure of affirmation in more recent history. 

The oldest Protestant groups separated from the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century Protestant 
Reformation, followed in many cases by further divisions.

81
 For example, the Methodist Church grew out of 

Anglican minister John Wesley's evangelical and revival movement in the Anglican Church.
82
 
83
 Several 

Pentecostal and non-denominational Churches, which emphasize the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit, in 
turn grew out of the Methodist Church.

84
 
85
 Because Methodists, Pentecostals, and other evangelicals stress 

"accepting Jesus as your personal Lord and Saviour"
86
 which comes from John Wesley's emphasis of the 

New Birth,
87
 they often refer to themselves as being born-again.

88
 
89
 Estimates of the total number of 

Protestants are very uncertain, partly because of the difficulty in determining which denominations should be 
placed in these categories, but it seems clear that Protestantism is the second largest major group of 
Christians after Roman Catholicism in the number of followers (although the Eastern Orthodox Church is 
larger than any single Protestant denomination).

90
  

Many members of the Anglican Communion, a group of Anglican and Episcopal Churches that are 
descended from the Church of England, identify as both Protestant and Catholic.

91
 Various small 

communities, such as the Old Catholic and Independent Catholic Churches, are similar in name to the 
Roman Catholic Church, but are not in communion with the See of Rome. The Old Catholic church is in 
communion with the See of Canterbury.

92
   

Some Christians who come out of the Protestant tradition identify themselves simply as "Christian", or "born-
again Christian". They typically distance themselves from the confessionalism and/or creedalism of other 

                                                      
76 (1997-03-13) The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 3rd edition. USA: Oxford University Press, 1199. ISBN 0–19–211655–X 
77 McManners, John. Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity. Pp 251-59. Oxford University Press (1990) IBSN 0198229283 
78 Episcopal polity is a form of church governance which is hierarchical in structure with the chief authority over a local Christian church 
resting in a bishop (Greek: episcopos) 
79 (1997-03-13) The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 3rd edition. USA: Oxford University Press, 1199. ISBN 0–19–211655–X 
80 McManners, John. Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity. Pg 251. Oxford University Press (1990) IBSN 0198229283 
81 "About The Methodist Church". Methodist Central Hall Westminster. Retrieved on 2007-12-31, 
 http://www.methodist-central-hall.org.uk/history/WhatisMethodism.htm 
82 "American Holiness Movement". Finding Your Way, Inc.. Retrieved on 2007-12-31, 
http://mb-soft.com/believe/text/holiness.htm 
83 "Christianity: Pentecostal Churches". Finding Your Way, Inc.. Retrieved on 2007-12-31, 
http://www.findingyourwayinc.org/christianity.htm 
84 "The New Birth by John Wesley (Sermon 45)". The United Methodist Church GBGM. Retrieved on 2007-12-31 
85 "Christianity: Pentecostal Churches". Finding Your Way, Inc., Retrieved on 2007-12-31, 
http://www.findingyourwayinc.org/christianity.htm 
86 "The New Birth by John Wesley (Sermon 45)". The United Methodist Church GBGM. Retrieved on 2007-12-31 
87 "God's Preparing, Accepting, and Sustaining Grace". The United Methodist Church GBGM. Retrieved on 2007-12-31. http://gbgm-
umc.org/umw/wesley/walk.stm 
88 "Total Experience of the Spirtit". Warren Wilson College. Retrieved on 2007-12-31. http://www.warren-
wilson.edu/~religion/newifo/religions/christianity/index/pentecostal/essay.shtml 
89 Sykes, Stephen, John Booty, and Jonathan Knight. The Study of Anglicanism. p 219. Augsburg Fortress Publishers (1998). ISBN 
080063151X 
90 McManners, John. Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity. Pp 251-59. Oxford University Press (1990) IBSN 0198229283 
91 McManners, John. Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity. Pp 391-92. Oxford University Press (1990) IBSN 0198229283. 
92 "The Restorationist Movements". Religious Tolerance. Retrieved on 2007-12-31, http://www.religioustolerance.org/chrrest.htm 
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Christian communities
93
 by calling themselves "non-denominational" – often founded by individual pastors, 

they have little affiliation with historic denominations. 

4. Restorationists 

Restorationism is composed of various unrelated Churches that believe they are restoring the "original 
version" of Christianity and not as "reforming" a Christian Church continuously existing from the time of 
Y’shua. They feel that the other three divisions of Christianity have introduced grave defects into Christianity, 
which is known as the Great Apostasy.

94
 
95
  Some of these are historically connected to early-19th century 

Camp Meetings in the Midwest and Upstate New York. American Millennialism and Adventism, which arose 
from Evangelical Protestantism, produced certain groups such as the Jehovah's Witnesses movement, and 
Seventh Day Adventists. Additionally, there are the following groups: Christadelphians, Churches of Christ, 
Disciples of Christ, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the largest denomination of the 
Latter Day Saint movement with over 13 million members. Though Restorationists have some superficial 
similarities, their doctrine and practices vary significantly. And today we have a thousand different 
denominations and movements, all thinking they have the correct doctrine.  

Once again, there are only a few, compared to the vast number of so-called Christians, who truly take 
Scripture literally and accept that a Torah-based lifestyle is essential for Christian living.  

The chart below indicates when the various Christian movements started. 
 

                                                      
93 "What is Restorationism?". Got Questions Ministries. Retrieved on 2007-12-31, http://www.gotquestions.org/restorationism.html 
94 Statistical Report: Annual Council of the General Conference Committee Silver Spring, Marlyand, October 6—11, 2006 
95 "Nicene Creed". Encyclopædia Britannica Online. Encyclopædia Britannica (2007). Retrieved on 2007-12-31. 
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SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 2 

• All the early Church fathers opposed the Torah-based teachings of the “Jews.” 

• A doctrine was birthed that the Church was in the “Dispensation of Grace” and that the Torah of the 
TaNaCh (Old Covenant) is not needed anymore. 

• All the Jewish Books in the Newer Covenant that were written years before Paul’s Epistles, were 
considered not as important and moved to the back of the New Covenant. 

• These Letters were also viewed through the eyes of the Roman Christian, and not viewed from a 
Jewish perspective. 

• The Jewish Torah-based lifestyle was seen as ‘Old Testament’ and obsolete. 

• The Apostolic movement was strengthened and aggressively promoted during the First Council of 
Nicaea in 325. 

• The Middle Ages brought about major changes within the Church, and the Second Ecumenical Council 
of Nicaea (787) finally ruled in favour of iconoclasm, etc., and Torah-based living by now was virtually 
non-existent. 

• From the 11th century, the High Middle Ages onward, older cathedral schools developed into 
universities teaching only theology based on a doctrine of “apostolic submission”.  

• From 1095, the Crusades were launched against Turkish expansion. 

• Beginning around 1184, following the crusades that were brought about by the Cathar heresy, various 
institutions broadly referred to as the Inquisition were established, aimed at suppressing heresy and 
securing religious and doctrinal unity within Christianity through conversion and prosecution of 
alleged heretics. 

• With this followed a fierce persecution of the Jews in the wider Europe and Jews were simply forced 
to convert to Roman Catholism or be killed. 

• This caused the Jews to make in-depth studies of the Newer Covenant which enabled them to argue 
and prove that the Christians’ “Jesus” preached, promoted, and lived a Torah lifestyle. 

• It is from these Inquisitions of heavy persecution and forcing Jews to convert to Roman Catholism that 
Shem-Tov’s Hebrew translation of Matthew surfaced. 

• Over a period stretching from the seventh to the fourteenth centuries, the Church also underwent a 
gradual split that divided it into a Western (Latin) branch, generally known as the Roman Catholic 
Church, and an Eastern (Greek) branch. 

• The 15th-century Renaissance (Reformation—Protestantism and Counter-Reformation—Catholism) 
brought about a renewed interest in ancient and classical learning, and a re-examination of accepted 
beliefs. 

• On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses, which protested key points of Roman 
Catholic doctrine as well as the sale of indulgence. 

• Others, like Zwingli and Calvin, critiqued Roman Catholic teaching and worship even more. These 
challenges developed into the movement called the Protestant Reformation, which repudiated the 
primacy of the pope, clerical celibacy, the seven sacraments, the Eucharist, and various other doctrines 
and practices. 

• In the Modern Era, Christianity is confronted with various forms of skepticism and with certain modern 
political ideologies such as liberalism, nationalism, and socialism. 

• Currently, there is a diversity of doctrines and practices among groups calling themselves Christian, 
the bulk of them directly against Torah living. 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                           Gospels and Acts - Chapter 3  

 

16 
 

CHAPTER 3 
THE GOSPELS AND THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

The Correct Way of Understanding Torah 

The Way it is Meant to Be for Y’shua’s Body 
 

ystematically the author will work through the various Books of the Newer Covenant to ensure every 
verse where the concept “Law” (Torah) is, or what “Moses” said, or “ordinances of God” and the 
“Commandments” are mentioned will be listed and explained, using the “Greek way of thinking” of 

today’s Church. It is important to know there are different “tools” that can be used to interpret and understand 
Scripture.  

There are two main ways of looking at Scripture today. The first is the “Greek way of thinking,” also known as 
“a Hellenistic approach to Scripture”. The second way is the Hebrew approach to Scripture, the correct way, 
which will be explained in this chapter. The Greek way of interpreting Scripture shies away from the literal 
meaning of what was actually meant, and focuses more on an idea to be transferred. The Church, past and 
present, inherited the Greek way of thinking. A brief example is given below of the Greek-way the Church still 
embraces the interpretation of Scripture.  

It is interesting to note that Papayas and the early Church Fathers categorically state that the Gospels, 
especially Matthew, were first written in Hebrew. It was then translated into Aramaic, then into Greek, and 
eventually into the various other languages. This means that the Greek is a translation from a translation 
from a translation. Now think of it, the early translators had major difficulty just to translate correctly from the 
Hebrew to Aramaic, not to mention from there into Greek. In most instances there was simply no Greek word 
for a certain Hebrew or Aramaic word and the closest word to that concept was selected. This gave rise to 
inacurate translations which in turn, passed on the wrong message to the reader. Let us look at an example.  

The Hebrew word for the Jewish prayer shawl is “Tallit,” but the prayer shawl simply did not exist in the 
Roman Empire of that time; or rather, the Romans did not use a prayer shawl, which means there was also 
no Latin or Greek word for “Tallit.” When they translated, the word “handkerchief” or “napkin” was used in its 
place (the Greek for it is “soudarion” and simikinthion). The result is that today when Believers pray for the 
sick, they throw a “handkerchief” over the sick person according to Acts 19:12, which is not correct—it should 
be the Jewish prayer shawl. If you understand what the Jewish Tallit entails and that it actually contains 
YHWH and Y’shua’s names knotted in the four long corner tassles (tzitzityot), then it opens an entirely new 
world to you because of the Messianic prophecy spoken over Messiah Y’shua by the prophet Malachi (4:2). 

Likewise, when the Hebrew concept Torah was translated into the Greek in the Newer Covenant, they could 
not find a word to describe the full meaning of the concept of Torah. Torah is such a rich word in the Hebrew 
language and has many different meanings. The word "Torah" in Hebrew literally means "to throw (as in a 
spear to a target), to direct, or to teach" while commonly translated as "Law" in the Bible—which is not 
accurate at all and holds a negative connotation.  

Christians now associate the Law with legal implications which is not a Jewish concept of living Torah at all! 
That is a Greek way of looking at Torah, and it is totally wrong! The Torah’s fundamental basis is, and has 
always been, that all Believers are directed to first love YHWH above all, but also to love our neighbour 
as ourselves. This is the fundamental and core teaching of Torah, exactly as Y’shua said Himself.  

When the translators translated the word Torah into the Greek they were puzzled. The translators sincerely 
tried to convey the correct concept of Torah as accurately as possible, but the task was impossible. The 
word Torah simply cannot be translated into a single word, no matter what the language is. The end result 
was that today the general Christian and the Church have an enormous problem. The general Christian, 
Churches, Bible Schools, Christian Schools, various Seminaries, Colleges, and Universities actually teach 
and promote the false idea that “you are not under the Law anymore”. This was a satanic plot to bring the 
biggest deception into the Western Church, a major strategic move from the mastermind, Satan himself. A 
plot which is so deceitful that millions of Christians will be dragged into the flames of Hell, thinking that they 
are in right standing with YHWH, but the end result will be a ferocious destruction and everlasting torment in 
the Lake of Fire. You may, at this point, think it is impossible; but the following chapters will undoubtedly 
prove it to you.  

S
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YHWH’s grand strategy in three phases 

HWH’s grand strategy is to go back to our Jewish Roots in three stages which are explained in the 
three sub-headings below. YHWH wants the restoration of the Renewed Jewish Congregation's ("the 
Church's") position and culture of the Good News of the Jewish Messiah within a Jewish Renewed 

identity. His second purpose is the complete and full restoration of our worship and enjoyment of all three 
aspects of YHWH's Inner Nature: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Church has lost that enjoyment in the 
wake of Satan's counterstrategy. 

His third purpose is the restoration of our benefitting from the "Old" Covenant, the Hebrew Scriptures, the 
Tanakh. His fourth purpose is the restoration of Y’shua, the true Messiah of Israel, in our understanding, 
replacing all non-Jewish misunderstandings of Him. YHWH is carrying out these purposes of His through 
three Reformation/Restoration movements. 

Protestantism: The First Reformation 

Protestantism, the first Reformation begun in 1517, was initiated by Martin Luther. Its main focus was the 
restoration of Y’shua to His appropriate place. This Reformation was, in hindsight, not thorough enough; 
since it left enough theological, spiritual, and identity-related links behind for the counterfeit movement to 
stage a successful comeback. So Protestantism was not yet the full restoration of our understanding of the 
true identity of Rabbi Y’shua, the Jewish Messiah. That is, Y’shua was back in His place, but as a Gentile 
God only—not as the real original Jewish Orthodox Rabbi Y’shua of Nazareth as the Jews knew Him 2,000 
years ago. 

Pentecostalism: The Second Reformation 

Pentecostalism, the second Reformation, which began in 1740, 1790, 1831; and the one on Azusa Street in 
1906 is still going on today. It has brought about the restoration of the position and identity of another part of 
YHWH's Inner Nature, the Holy Spirit, to His proper place in our lives and in Y’shua's Congregation, a.k.a. 
the Church. 

Messianic Renewed Judaism: The Third Reformation 

Messianic Renewed Judaism, the third Reformation, is the current movement since 1970, which is beginning 
to restore us to our seeing both the identity and the rightful position of bringing the Hebrew Scriptures 
back to their proper position in our hearts and lives; teaching us the identity and teachings of the real 
Y’shua, the Jewish God, the King of Israel; restoring the Jews to the original culture of the Renewed 
Covenant, the Jewish culture taking its proper position as their own; and restoring the body of Israel; i.e., the 
Land and the National identity of Israel to the soul of Israel—the Jewish People worldwide. 

The cultural restoration of the Renewed Covenant is currently being carried out by erasing the linguistic, 
theological, cultural and religious expressions of the old-time anti-Semitism, which displaced and disfigured 
the Church's identity, position and culture. Simultaneously, it is restoring the Jewishness and our Hebraic 
roots in each of these areas. 

Picture, as an instance of this cultural anti-Semitism, the Hasidic Rabbi Sha'ul (Paul), a protegé of the 
famous Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), wearing a tallit (prayer shawl with tziziot, fringes), peyos (sidecurls) and 
tefilin (leather boxes placed on one´s arm and head) just like any other Orthodox Jew—since that was what 
he was. At the same time contrast that picture of him with the common one: "the apostle Paul" with a 
Mithraistic (sun-god worship) "Christian" halo around his head and being called "Saint" Paul by most 
Christian writers, and you will catch the inconsistency of the cultural anti-semitism all at once! There are 
many examples of linguistic, cultural, and theological anti-Semitism in the Church today—and quite frankly 
the researcher does not believe that YHWH is impressed with it. 

WHY THE NEED TO GO BACK TO THE BASICS? 

Believers are no longer content to blindly follow the traditions of blind leaders of the past, and 
consequently finding themselves in ditches of despair and confusion. They are searching the Scriptures 
for themselves like the noble Berean Jews. 

How can we possibly worship God Almighty in truth if we do not understand the Hebraic roots? Worship is 
commonly defined as "the act or feeling of adoration or homage; the paying of religious reverence as in 

Y 
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prayer, praise, and so forth”. It is derived from the Old English worthship, the act of ascribing “worth” to 
someone or to something. 

When we analyse the Hebrew and Greek words for worship, however, we gain a deeper understanding of 
the act of worship. The Hebrew word for worship, segad, means to bow oneself down, to fall down flat, to 
revere, or to do obeisance—and it has the connotation of total submission to a superior (e.g., the king). The 
Greek translation of this word, proskunéo, means to prostrate oneself in homage or more graphically, to "kiss 
as a dog would lick its master’s hand”. 

This is exactly what happened during worship ceremonies in the Temple area in biblical times. Men would 
lay flat on their faces before the Creator of the universe. Likewise today, YHWH is revealing his Word with a 
clarity not witnessed since the first century as Christians are recovering the faith of Y’shua and learning to be 
true worshippers by worshipping the Father in spirit and in truth, or in spiritual truth. 

The more we discover the true Hebraic nature of the Christian faith, the more we will be challenged to live 
according to the Scriptures. 

WHAT IS THE TORAH THAT Y’SHUA SO CONSISTENTLY ADHERED TO? 

To understand the concept of Torah, you must first understand how the Old Covenant was put together. The 
Old Covenant in Hebrew is known as the TaNaCh. TaNaCh is a Hebrew acronym (short form/contraction) for 
Torah, Nevi’im and Chetuvim.  

In the “TaNaCh”, the Five Books written by Moshe (Moses) is known as the “Torah”. It is also known as the 
Chumash

96
. Nevi’im, Hebrew for prophets, are the collected books of the Prophets or the Prophetic Books. 

Chetuvim, Hebrew for the Writings, are the remaining Books. In other words, the TaNaCh is the entire Old 
Covenant. 

The purpose of the TaNaCh is as varied as its parts: the Torah (meaning teaching/instruction) is YHWH’s 
ideas on how to live life, in book form. The Torah is the Believer’s Life Manual. Nevi’im represents the blood 
and sweat and tears of the Prophets’ leadership over a period of 920 years, beginning with Samuel and 
ending with Ezra. Though the last Prophet died long ago, their prophecies still apply today. While many of 
their prophecies were immediately applicable, many are about Mashiach (Messiah), which is the most 
fundamental Jewish belief. 

Chetuvim are the collected writings of Moses (the Book of Job), King David (Psalms) and Solomon 
(Proverbs, the Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes), the prophets Samuel (the Scroll of Ruth), Jeremiah (the Scroll 
of Lamentations) and Daniel (the Book of Daniel), and the Men of the Great Assembly (the Scroll of Esther). 

Listed below are the Books of the TaNaCh: 

1. The Torah (Teachings or instruction from YHWH) 

a) Bereshit (Hebrew "In the beginning" – Anglicized name is Genesis, meaning "creation") 

b) Sh’mot (Hebrew "Names" – Anglicized name is Exodus, meaning "departure") 

c) Vayikra (Hebrew "He called" – Anglicized name is Leviticus, meaning Levites) 

d) Bamidbar (Hebrew "In the wilderness" – Anglicized name Numbers means Numbers) 

e) Devarim (Hebrew "Things" – Anglicized name Deuteronomy means "second word") 

2. The Nevi’im (Consisting of the Major Prophets and the 12 Minor Prophets) 

a) Yehoshua (Joshua)  

b) Shoftim (Judges)  

c) Shmuel (Samuel I & II)  

d) Melachim (Kings I & II)  

e) Yeshayah (Isaiah)  

 f) Yirmiyah (Jeremiah)  

g) Yechezkel (Ezekiel)  

h) Trey Asar (“The Twelve”, treated as one book)  

                                                      
96 The first five books of the Bible, the term is based on the Hebrew word for the number "5," "chamesh" 
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 1) Hoshea (Hosea) 

 2) Yoel (Joel) 

 3) Amus (Amos) 

 4) Ovadyah (Obadiah) 

 5) Yonah (Jonah) 

 6) Michah (Micah) 

 7) Nachum (Nahum) 

 8) Chavakuk (Habbakkuk) 

 9) Tzefanyah (Zephaniah) 

 10) Chagai (Haggai) 

 11) Zecharyah (Zechariah) 

 12) Malachi     (Malachi) 

3. The Chetuvim (Writings) 

a) Tehillim (Psalms) 

b) Mishlei (Proverbs) 

c) Iyov (Job) 

d) Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs) 

e) Rut (Ruth) 

f) Eichah (Lamentations) 

g) Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) 

h) Esther (Esther) 

i) Daniel (Daniel) 

j) Ezra & (Ezra) 

k) Nechemyah (Nehemiah, treated as one book) 

l) Divrei Hayamim (Chronicles I & II) 

WHAT IS THE TORAH? 

According to the Rabbis there are two Torahs, the Written Torah and the Oral Torah. The Oral Torah is the 
interpretation of the Written Torah with man’s perceptions and ideas. This is mostly also the traditions of the 
Hebrew people, and YHWH outright forbids adding anything to the Written Torah (Deut 4:2, 12:32, Prov 
30:6). This will be explained in detail once we get to Matthew chapter 23.  

The Written Torah consists of the Five Books in the TaNaCh which Moshe wrote and the Oral Torah 
consisting of additional instructions passed down orally from generation to generation. The Rabbis 
understand the Written Torah as YHWH's expressed will, and the Oral Torah as the detailed instructions of 
how to fulfill that expressed will. After the destruction of the Second Temple, Rabbi Yehudah Hanassi (Judah 
the Prince) began to collect, sift, arrange, classify and edit the great body of Oral Torah into a basic 
compendium of authoritative Torah Law called the Mishnah. Over succeeding generations, as Rabbis 
continued their study of the Oral Torah, a tradition of commentary and explanation began to grow. This 
expanding mass of material became an object of study in its own right and was called the Gemara in 
Aramaic - meaning study. Both the Mishnah and Gemara were combined into a single document and called 
the Talmud - meaning 'to study' in Hebrew. The Talmud is divided into six parts, in which there are various 
tractates on different topical areas. Today, there are only thirty-seven of the original sixty tractates of the 
Babylonian Talmud (Bavli) and thirty-nine of the original sixty-three tractates of the Jerusalem Talmud 
(Yerushalmi). 

Getting back to the Written Torah; there are 613 commandments in the Written Torah. These 613 
commandments list what is required, permitted, and forbidden by YHWH, and range from activity of the lay 
person in everyday life to the strict procedures followed by the High Priest. The 613 commandments are 
codified and divided into the 248 positive and 365 negative Laws. It is interesting to note that there are 365 
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negative commandments corresponding to the 365 days of the year, one commandment for each day. There 
are also 365 ligaments, veins, and tendons in the body and 248 limbs and organs in the body.

97
 The Jews do 

not take the Psalmist lightly when he wrote “And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his 
salvation. All my bones

98
 shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is 

too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?” (Psalm 35:9-10). This is the 
reason why the Hebrews reel to and fro during worship, because every part in their body is moved into 
worship! 
 
The Torah of Moshe in the Old Covenant is a series of instructions given to Israel to help them live holy lives. 
Within the core of the Mosaic Law was the sacrificial system—evidence that YHWH knew Israel would not be 
able to keep the Torah; therefore, the sacrificial system declares YHWH's grace and His willingness to 
forgive the sins of His people. The Torah consists of three sections: the Sacrificial (Rituals), Moral (Ethical), 
and the Civil (Governmental) section. These sections will be explained later in more detail. Further, the Torah 
was originally designed, as is still applicable today, for protection, direction and correction only, and it 
cannot give you salvation. Torah was designed and built on the foundational teachings for Correction / 
Protection / Direction. With that as the background, let us summarize before we continue: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE THREE SECTIONS OF TORAH - INTRODUCTION 

The Sacrificial Section 

There is a distinction between the three types of ‘laws’ in the Old Covenant. The first type is the Sacrificial 
‘Laws’, also known as the Ceremonial ‘Laws.’ These are the laws governing the Temple worship and the 
way we are to approach YHWH. They have to do with the layout of the Temple, the ways a person must be 
purified and the sacrificial system. We don’t sacrifice animals today because Y’shua has come, the perfect 
sacrifice. He, in His death on the cross, fulfilled the Sacrificial / Ceremonial section. Today each and every 
offering and sacrifice in the Torah is a shadow / type of Messiah Y’shua and His work and how He fulfilled it. 
This is what He meant by the concept, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law (Torah), or the prophets 
(Nevi’im): I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” (Mat 5:17). Y’shua literally came to fulfill this Section of 
the Torah. Believers do not have to offer or sacrifice anything anymore as Y’shua has done the full 
atonement for us with His precious blood. What is extremely important to note is that Y’shua fulfilled this 
Section, but He never discarded the Moral or Civil Sections—they still remain to this very day! When Paul 
wrote to the various Assemblies of Galatians and the Romans, he had this in mind. Paul never implied that 
the whole of the Torah is done away with at all, as that will directly contradict Y’shua’s teachings on 
Torah! The general Christian tends to read things into the Scripture which are not there and jumps to 
conclusions which are not based on sound Hebrew thinking and doctrine. 

                                                      
97 According to various midrashim, the 248 positives correspond to the limbs in the human body and the 365 equals the sinews and 
nerves. The fulfilment of each mitzvah brings life and vitality to the particular part of the body to which it corresponds - 
http://www.wsat.org/drusha/knowing_the_mitzvos_of_the_torah.htm 
98 Bones is “etsem” in Hebrew and it actually is the entire outer body that you see  

The Three Sections of the Torah 

TaNaCh 
Old Covenant 

Nevi’im 
Prophets 

Chetuvim 
Writings 

Sacrificial Moral Civil 

Correction         Protection         Direction 
The Fundamental Design of YHWH’s Torah 

Torah 
Teachings 
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The Civil Section 

The second type is Civil ‘Laws,’ also known as the Judicial ‘Laws.’ They are about taxes, charging interest, 
and punishing sin. When Paul wrote to Titus, he said we must adhere to the authorities who rule over us: 
“Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every 
good work,” (Titus 3:1 and also Heb 13:7). He quoted directly from the Torah: “And the man that will do 
presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the LORD 
thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.” (Deut 
17:5), and Paul also quoted from the Chetuvim: “My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not 
with them that are given to change:” (Prov 24:21), which means that the Civil / Judicial Torah teachings 
and instructions are still applicable to the Believer today!  

The Moral Section 

The third type is the Moral Laws. The Ten Commandments fall into this category. These ‘Laws’ are also still 
in effect, because they are a reflection of YHWH’s moral character, and that does not change. The Moral 
Section of the Torah deals with issues such as, “Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore” 
(Lev 19:29), and “Neither shalt thou steal” (Deut 5:19), etc. This Section of Torah still remains firmly in place 
today, both in the TaNaCh and Brit Hadassah; and there is no Scriptural information from the Old or 
Renewed Covenant that we are allowed to break any part of this Moral Torah Section! 

THE CEREMONIAL, MORAL AND CIVIL INSTRUCTIONS 

As said, there are three types of biblical precepts: ceremonial, civil, and moral. It is very important to note 
that YHWH had the civil and the moral in force even before the ‘Law’ was given at Mount Sinai! Since 
the civil and moral precepts are part of the law of nature; i.e., you must rest on the Shabbat (seventh day) 
and the land must rest every seventh year. Regarding the character of YHWH, for example, you are not 
allowed to murder, or prostitute your daughter. On the other hand, the ceremonial precepts deal with the 
forms of worshiping YHWH as well as ritual cleanness. The ceremonial commands were "ordained to 
the Divine worship for that particular time and to the foreshadowing of Messiah". They are all 
“shadows and types” of Y’shua’s work which He fulfilled. Accordingly, upon the coming of Messiah Y’shua, 
they ceased to bind; and to observe them now would be equivalent to declaring falsely that Messiah 
has not yet come. This would then be a mortal sin for the Believer.  

But did YHWH establish three different kinds of ‘Laws’ in the Older Covenant? It is interesting to note that 
there is no place given in Scripture where the terms Ceremonial, Moral, and Civil Laws are found, but that 
they are there is factual. The bottom line is that it is extremely difficult to divide the Torah of YHWH into these 
three categories.  

In summary, there are 613 Commandments in the Torah of Moses. These are divided into 248 Affirmative 
Laws and 365 Negative Laws. Moses Margoliouth was one of the translators of the English Revised Version, 
and published a catalogue of the 613 commandments in English in 1743.  

It is also common to divide the Mosaic Law into three other parts:  

1. the Ten Commandments (often called the heart of the Moral Law),  

2. the ordinances, and  

3. the judgments.  

The ordinances are the laws governing Israel’s religious life, while the judgments are the civil laws. 
These divisions are sometimes helpful for analysis and study, but actually have no Scriptural authority. 
Many of Israel’s laws would belong in two of the suggested divisions. For example, the law of the tithe is both 
religious and civil. The Ten Commandments have a prominent place in the Torah, but Y’shua taught that 
the greatest commandment was not one of the ten;

99
 the facts will be seen in this chapter, but a summary is 

given below. Each of the 613 Laws can be classified into the two commandments above. 

But the Whole Torah can be wrapped up in Two Commandments: “Master, which is the great commandment 
in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

100
 

                                                      
99 Aldrich, Roy L, Has the Mosaic Law Been Abolished?. (1959), http://www.galaxie.com/article.php?article_id=1295 
100 Mat 22:36-37 
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The Moral Law is more clearly revealed in the New Covenant. The Believer’s standard of conduct should be 
holiness (Col 3:1). We are not without law but we are under “the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2), the law of love 
(James 2:8), and “the law of liberty” (James 2:12). 

Conclusion: 

The dividing of the Mosaic Law into Civil, Ceremonial, and Moral Laws violates proper Hebraic hermeneutical 
methods, for it is inconsistent and arbitrary. As said, the Older Covenant gives no hint of such distinctions. 
Sometimes one “Law” can be categorized in two or all three sections. We also need to be reminded that all 
Scripture is "useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness" (2 Tim 3:16). 

UNDERSTAND PARASHOT 

A parashah (Hebrew: "portion," plural: parashot or parashiyyot) is a section of the masoretic text
101

 of the 
TaNaCh. Nowadays, the year is divided into 54 sections for the reading of the Torah. Each section is called a 
Parashah. The Parashot are in the progressive order that they are read through the year. The first Parashah, 
Bereshit (Genesis) is read following Shimini Atzeret "the assembly of the eighth (day)” just after the festival 
of Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles) in the fall season (winter in Israel).  

“The weekly Torah portion (Hebrew: Parashat ha-Shavua , popularly just parashah or 
parshah and also known as a Sidra) is a section of the Torah (Hebrew Bible) read in 
Jewish services. In Judaism, the Torah is read publicly over the course of a year, with 
one major portion read each week during the Shabbat morning service. Each weekly 
Torah portion adopts its name from one of the first unique word or words in the Hebrew 
text. Dating back to the time of the Babylonian captivity (6th Century BCE) public Torah 
reading mostly followed an annual cycle beginning and ending on the Jewish holiday of 
Simchat Torah, with the Torah divided into 54 weekly portions to correspond to the 
lunisolar Hebrew calendar, which contains up to 55 weeks, the exact number varying 
between leap years and regular years. There was also an ancient triennial cycle of 
readings practiced in some parts of the world. In the 19th and 20th Centuries, many 
congregations in the Reform and Conservative Jewish movements have implemented 
an alternative triennial cycle in which only one-third of the weekly parasha is read in 
a given year; the parashot read is still consistent with the annual cycle but the entire 
Torah is completed over three years.”

102
 

In Y’shua’s time, this is what was practiced; the entire Torah was read over a three year period. 

The 54 sections consist of the: 

• Torah scrolls  

• Scrolls of the Books of Nevi'im, and 

• Scrolls from the Books of the Chetuvim  

THE 613 TEACHINGS OF YHWH’S TORAH 

This listing of the 613 commandments below does not follow the order of the Parashot. They are categorized 
together to give the reader a better understanding of YHWH’s teachings. Please note that P stands for 
Positive instruction and N for negative instruction. 

THE 248 POSITIVE MITZVOT (INSTRUCTIONS)  

YHWH 

P 1 N 1  Exod 20:2  On believing in God. 

P 2 N 1  Deut 6:4  On acknowledging the Unity of God. 

P 3  Deut 6:5  On loving God. 

P 4 N 1  Deut 6:13  On fearing God. 

P 5 N 1  Exod 23:25 On serving God Deut 11:13; 13:5. 

P 6 N 1  Deut 10:20  On cleaving to God (hold fast, pursue closely). 

P 7  Deut 10:20  On taking an oath by God's Name. 

P 8 N 1  Deut 28:9  On walking in God's ways. 

P 9  Lev 22:32  On Sanctifying God's Name. 

                                                      
101 The Masoretic Text (MT) is the Hebrew text of the Jewish Bible 
102 Wikipedia, Weekly Torah portion, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weekly_Torah_portion 
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TORAH 

P 10  Deut 6:7  On reciting the Sh'ma each morning and evening. 

P 11  Deut 6:7  On studying and teaching Torah. 

P 12  Deut 6:8  On binding Tefillin on the head. 

P 13  Deut 6:8  On binding Tefillin on the hand. 

P 14  Num 15:38  On making Tzitzit with thread of blue, garments corners. 

P 15  Deut 6:9  On affixing a Mezuzah to doorposts and gates. 

P 16  Deut 31:12  On Assembling each 7
th
 year to hear the Torah read. 

P 17  Deut 17:18  On that a king must write a copy of Torah for himself. 

P 18 N 1 Deut 31:19  On that everyone should have a Torah scroll. 

P 19  Deut 8:10  On praising God after eating, Grace after meals. 

TEMPLE AND THE PRIESTS 

P 20  Exod 25:8 On building a Sanctuary/(Tabernacle/Temple) for God. 

P 21  Lev 19:30  On respecting the Sanctuary. 

P 22  Num 18:4  On guarding the Sanctuary. 

P 23  Num 18:23  On Levitical services in the Tabernacle. 

P 24  Exod 30:19  On Cohanim washing hands & feet before entering Temple. 

P 25  Exod 27:21  On kindling the Menorah by the Cohanim. 

P 26  Num 6:23  On the Cohanim blessing Israel. 

P 27  Exod 25:30  On the Showbread before the Ark. 

P 28 Exod 30:7  On Burning the Incense on the Golden Altar twice daily. 

P 29  Lev 6:6  On the perpetual fire on the Altar. 

P 30  Lev 6:3  On removing the ashes from the Altar. 

P 31  Num 5:2  On removing unclean persons from the camp. 

P 32  Lev 21:8  On honouring the Cohanim. 

P 33  Exod 28:2  On the garments of the Cohanim. 

P 34  Num 7:9  On Cohanim bearing the Ark on their shoulders. 

P 35  Exod 30:31  On the holy anointing oil. 

P 36  Deut 18:6-8  On the Cohanim ministering in rotation/watches. 

P 37  Lev 21:2-3  On the Cohanim being defiled for dead relatives. 

P 38  Lev 21:13  On that Cohen haGadol may only marry a virgin. 

SACRIFICES 

P 39  Num 28:3  On the twice Daily Burnt, tamid, offerings. 

P 40  Lev 6:13  On Cohen haGadol's twice daily meal offering. 

P 41  Num 28:9  On the Shabbat additional, musaf, offering. 

P 42  Num 28:11  On the New Moon, Rosh Chodesh, additional offering. 

P 43  Lev 23:36  On the Pesach additional offering. 

P 44  Lev 23:10  On the second day of Pesach meal offering of the Omer. 

P 45  Num 28:26-27  On the Shavuot additional, musaf, offering. 

P 46  Lev 23:17  On the Two Loaves of bread Wave offering on Shavuot. 

P 47  Num 29:1-2  On the Rosh HaShannah additional offering. 

P 48  Num 29:7-8  On the Yom Kippur additional offering. 

P 49  Lev 16:29  On the service of Yom Kippur, Avodah. 

P 50  Num 29:13  On the Sukkot, musaf, offerings. 

P 51  Num 29:36  On the Shemini Atzeret additional offering. 

P 52  Exod 23:14  On the three annual Festival pilgrimages to the Temple. 

P 53  Exod 34:23  On appearing before YHVH during the Festivals Deut 16:16. 

P 54  Deut 16:14  On rejoicing of the Festivals. 

P 55  Exod 12:6 On the 14
th
 of Nisan slaughtering the Pesach lamb. 

P 56  Exod 12:8  On eating the roasted Pesach lamb night of Nisan 15. 

P 57  Num 9:11  On slaughtering the Pesach Sheini, Iyyar 14, offering. 

P 58  Num 9:11  On eating the Pesach Sheini lamb with Matzah and Maror Exod12:8. 

P 59  Num 10:9-10  On Trumpets for Feast sacrifices brought & for tribulation. 

P 60  Lev 22:27  On minimum age of cattle to be offered. 
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P 61  Lev 22:21  On offering only unblemished sacrifices. 

P 62  Lev 2:13  On bringing salt with every offering. 

P 63  Lev 1:2  On the Burnt-Offering. 

P 64  Lev 6:18  On the Sin-Offering. 

P 65  Lev 7:1  On the Guilt-Offering. 

P 66  Lev 3:1  On the Peace-Offering. 

P 67  Lev 2:1;  On the Meal-Offering 6:7. 

P 68  Lev 4:13  On offerings for a Court (Sanhedrin) that has erred. 

P 69  Lev 4:27  On fixing Sin-Offering, by one unknowingly breaking a karet. 

P 70  Lev 5:17-18  On suspensive Guilt-Offering if doubt of breaking a karet. 

P 71  Lev 5:15; 19:20-21 On unconditional Guilt-Offering, for stealing, etc. 

P 72  Lev 5:1-11  On offering higher or lower value, according to one’s means. 

P 73  Num 5:6-7  On confessing one's sins before God and repenting from them. 

P 74  Lev 15:13-15  On offering brought by a zav (man with a discharge). 

P 75  Lev 15:28-29  On offering brought by a zavah (woman with a discharge). 

P 76  Lev 12:6  On offering brought by a woman after childbirth. 

P 77  Lev 14:10  On offering brought by a leper after being cleansed. 

P 78  Lev 27:32  On the Tithe of one's cattle. 

P 79  Exod 13:2  On sacrificing the First-born of clean (permitted) cattle. 

P 80  Exod 22:29  On Redeeming the First-born of man, Pidyon ha-ben Num 18:15. 

P 81  Exod 34:20  On Redeeming the firstling of an ass, if not... 

P 82  Exod 13:13  ...breaking the neck of the firstling of an ass. 

P 83  Deut 12:5-6  On bringing due offerings to Jerusalem without delay. 

P 84  Deut 12:14  All offerings must be brought only to the Sanctuary. 

P 85  Deut 12:36  On offerings due from outside Israel to the Sanctuary. 

P 86  Deut 12:15  On Redeeming blemished sanctified animal offerings. 

P 87  Lev 27:33  On the holiness of substituted animal offerings. 

P 88  Lev 6:9  On Cohanim eating the remainder of the Meal Offerings. 

P 89  Exod 29:33  On Cohanim eating the meat of Sin and Guilt Offerings. 

P 90  Lev 7:19  On burning Consecrated Offerings that have become tameh/unclean. 

P 91  Lev 7:17  On burning remnant of Consecrated Offerings not eaten in time VOWS. 

P 92  Num 6:5  On the Nazir letting his hair grow during his separation. 

P 93  Num 6:18  On Nazir completing vow shaving his head and bringing sacrifice. 

P 94  Deut 23:24  On that a man must honour his oral vows and oaths. 

P 95  Num 30:3  On that a judge can annul vows, only according to Torah. 

RITUAL PURITY 

P 96  Lev 11:8, 24  On defilement by touching certain animal carcasses. 

P 97  Lev 11:29-31  On touching carcasses of eight creeping creatures. 

P 98  Lev 11:34  On defilement of food & drink, if contacting unclean thing. 

P 99  Lev 15:19  On Tumah of a menstruating woman. 

P100  Lev 12:2  On Tumah of a woman after childbirth. 

P101  Lev 13:3  On Tumah of a leper. 

P102  Lev 13:51  On garments contaminated by leprosy. 

P103  Lev 14:44  On a leprous house. 

P104  Lev 15:2  On Tumah of a zav (man with a running issue). 

P105  Lev 15:6  On Tumah of semen. 

P106  Lev 15:19  On Tumah of a zavah (woman suffering from a running issue). 

P107  Num 19:14  On Tumah of a human corpse. 

P108  Num 19:13  On Law of the purification water of sprinkling, mei niddah 21. 

P109  Lev 15:16  On immersing in a mikveh to become ritually clean. 

P110  Lev 14:2  On the specified procedure of cleansing from leprosy. 

P111  Lev 14:9  On that a leper must shave his head. 

P112  Lev 13:45  On that the leper must be made easily distinguishable. 

P113  Num 19:2-9  On Ashes of the Red Heifer, used in ritual purification. 

 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

25 
 

DONATIONS TO THE TEMPLE 

P114  Lev 27:2-8  On the valuation for a person himself to the Temple. 

P115 Lev 27:11-12  On the valuation for an unclean beast to the Temple. 

P116  Lev 27:14  On the valuation of a house as a donation to the Temple. 

P117 Lev 27:16, 22-23 On the valuation of a field as a donation to the Temple. 

P118  Lev 5:16  On benefiting from Temple property, restitution plus 
1
/5
th
. 

P119  Lev 19:24  On the fruits of the trees fourth year's growth. 

P120  Lev 19:9  On leaving the corners (Peah) of fields for the poor. 

P121  Lev 19:9  On leaving gleanings of the field for the poor. 

P122  Deut 24:19  On leaving the forgotten sheaf for the poor. 

P123  Lev 19:19  On leaving the misformed grape clusters for the poor. 

P124  Lev 19:10  On leaving grape gleanings for the poor. 

P125  Exod 23:19  On separating & bringing First-fruits to the Sanctuary. 

P126  Deut 18:4  On separating the great Heave-offering (terumah). 

P127  Lev 27:30  On setting aside the first tithe to the Levites Num 18:24. 

P128  Deut 14:22  On setting aside the second tithe, eaten only in Jerusalem. 

P129  Num 18:26  On Levites' giving tenth of their tithe to the Cohanim. 

P130  Deut 14:28  On setting aside the poor-man's tithe in 3
rd
 and 6

th
 year. 

P131  Deut 26:13  On a declaration made when separating the various tithes. 

P132  Deut 26:5  On a declaration made bringing First-fruits to the Temple. 

P133  Num 15:20  On the first portion of the Challah given to the Cohen. 

THE SABBATICAL YEAR 

P134 Exod 23:11  On ownerless produce of the Sabbatical year (shemittah). 

P135  Exod 34:21  On resting the land on the Sabbatical year. 

P136  Lev 25:10  On sanctifying the Jubilee (50th) year. 

P137  Lev 25:9  On blowing Shofar on Yom Kippur in the Jubilee and slaves freed. 

P138  Lev 25:24  On reversion of the land to ancestral owners in Jubilee year. 

P139  Lev 25:24  On the redemption of a house within a year of the sale. 

P140  Lev 25:8  On counting and announcing the years till the Jubilee year. 

P141  Deut 15:3  On all debts abeing annulled in the Sabbatical year, but... 

P142  Deut 15:3  On one exacting a debt owed by a foreigner. 

CONCERNING ANIMALS FOR CONSUMPTION 

P143  Deut 18:3  On the Cohen's due in the slaughter of every clean animal. 

P144  Deut 18:4  On the first of the fleece to be given to the Cohen. 

P145  Lev 27:21  (Cherem vow) one devoted thing to God, other to Cohanim 28. 

P146  Lev 12:21  On slaughtering animals, according to Torah, before eating. 

P147  Lev 17:13  On covering with earth the blood of slain fowl and beast. 

P148  Deut 22:7  On setting free the parent bird when taking the nest. 

P149  Lev 11:2  On searching for prescribed signs in beasts, for eating. 

P150  Deut 14:11  On searching for the prescribed signs in birds, for eating. 

P151  Lev 11:21  On searching for prescribed signs in locusts, for eating. 

P152  Lev 11:9  On searching for the prescribed signs in fish, for eating. 

FESTIVALS 

P153  Exod 12:2  Sanhedrin to sanctify New Moon, and reckon years and seasons Deut16:1. 

P154  Exod 23:12  On resting on the Shabbat. 

P155  Exod 20:8  On declaring Shabbat holy at its onset and termination. 

P156  Exod 12:15  On removal of chametz, leaven(ed), on (Nisan 14) Pesach. 

P157  Exod 13:8  Tell of Exodus from Egypt 1
st
 night Pesach, (Nisan 15). 

P158  Exod 12:18  On eating Matzah the first night of Pesach, (Nisan 15). 

P159  Exod 12:16  On resting on the first day of Pesach. 

P160  Exod 12:16  On resting on the seventh day of Pesach. 

P161  Lev 23:35  On counting the Omer 49 days from day of first sheaf Nisan 16. 
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P162  Lev 23 21  On resting on Shavuot. 

P163  Lev 23:24  On resting on Feast of Trumpets/Rosh HaShannah. 

P164  Lev 16:29  On fasting on Yom Kippur. 

P165  Lev 16:29  On resting on Yom Kippur 31. 

P166  Lev 23:35  On resting on the first day of Sukkot. 

P167  Lev 23:36  On resting on (the 8th day) Shemini Atzeret. 

P168  Lev 23:42  On dwelling in a Sukkah (booth) for seven days. 

P169  Lev 23:40  On taking a Lulav (the four species) on Sukkot. 

P170  Num 29:1  On hearing the sound of the Shofar on Rosh HaShannah. 

COMMUNITY 

P171  Exod 30:12-13  On every male giving half a shekel annually to Temple. 

P172  Deut 18:15  On heeding the Prophets. 

P173  Deut 17:15  On appointing a king. 

P174  Deut 17:11  On obeying the Great Court (Sanhedrin). 

P175  Exod 23:2  On in case of division, abiding by a majority decision. 

P176  Deut 16:18  On appointing Judges and Officers of the Court in every town. 

P177  Lev 19:15  On treating litigants equally/impartially before the law. 

P178  Lev 5:1  On anyone aware of evidence coming to court to testify. 

P179  Deut 13:15  On the testimony of witnesses being examined thoroughly. 

P180  Deut 19:19  False witnesses punished, as they intended upon accused. 

P181  Deut 21:4  On Eglah Arufah, on the heifer when the murderer is unknown. 

P182  Deut 19:3  On establishing Six Cities of Refuge. 

P183  Num 35:2  On giving cities to Levites - who've no ancestral land share. 

P184  Deut 22:8  On building fence on roof, removing potential hazards from home. 

IDOLATRY 

P185  Deut 12:2  On destroying all idolatry and its appurtenances 7:5. 

P186  Deut 13:17  On the law about a city that has become apostate/perverted. 

P187  Deut 20:17  On the law about destroying the seven Canaanite nations. 

P188L  Deut 25:19  On the extinction of the seed of Amalek. 

P189L  Deut 25:17  On remembering the nefarious deeds of Amalek to Israel. 

WAR 

P190  Deut 20:11-12  On regulations for wars other than ones commanded in Torah. 

P191  Deut 20:2  Cohen for special duties in war; also men unfit to return. 

P192  Deut 23:14-15 On preparing place beyond the camp, so to keep sanitary and... 

P193  Deut 23:15  On including a digging tool among war implements. 

SOCIAL 

P194  Lev 5:23  On a robber restoring the stolen article to its owner. 

P195  Deut 15:8  On giving charity to the poor Lev 25:35-36. 

P196  Deut 15:14  On giving gifts to a Hebrew bondman upon his freedom. 

P197  Exod 22:24  On lending money to the poor without interest. 

P198  Deut 23:21  On lending money to the foreigner with interest. 

P199  Deut 24:13  On restoring a pledge to its owner if he needs it Exod 22:25. 

P200  Deut 24:15  On paying the worker his wages on time. 

P201  Deut 23:25-26  On an employee being allowed to eat the produce he's working in. 

P202  Exod 3:5  On helping unload when necessary a tired animal. 

P203  Deut 22:4  On assisting a man loading his beast with its burden. 

P204  Deut 22:1  On lost property being returned to its owner Exod 23:4. 

P205  Lev 19:17  On being required to reprove the sinner. 

P206  Lev 19:18  On loving your neighbour as yourself. 

P207  Deut 10:19  On being commanded to love the convert/proselyte. 

P208  Lev 19:36  On the law of accurate weights and measures. 
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FAMILY 

P209  Lev 19:32  On honouring the old (and wise). 

P210  Exod 20:12  On honouring parents. 

P211  Lev 19:3  On fearing parents. 

P212  Gen1:28  On being fruitful and multiplying. 

P213  Deut 24:1  On the law of marriage. 

P214  Deut 24:5  On a bridegroom devoting himself to his wife for one year. 

P215  Gen 17:10  On circumcising one's son Lev 12:3. 

P216  Deut 25:5  If a man dies childless his brother marries widow, or... 

P217  Deut 25:9  ...releases her/the-widow (Chalitzah). 

P218  Deut 22:29  On a violator marrying the virgin/maiden he has violated. 

P219  Deut 22:18-19  The defamer of his bride is flogged and may never divorce. 

P220  Exod 22:15-23  On the seducer being punished according to the law. 

P221  Deut 21:11  Captive women treated according to special regulations. 

P222  Deut 24:1  The law of divorce being only by means of written document. 

P223  Num 5:15-27  On suspected adulteress having to submit to the required test. 

JUDICIAL 

P224  Deut 25:2  On whipping transgressors of certain commandments. 

P225  Num 35:25  On exile to city of refuge for unintentional homicide. 

P226  Exod 21:20  On beheading transgressors of certain commandments. 

P227  Exod 21:16  On strangling transgressors of certain commandments. 

P228  Lev 20:14  On burning transgressors of certain commandments. 

P229  Deut 22:24  On stoning transgressors of certain commandments. 

P230  Deut 21:22  On hanging after execution, violators of certain commandments. 

P231  Deut 21:23  On burial on the same day of execution. 

SLAVES 

P232  Exod 21:2  On the special laws for treating the Hebrew bondman. 

P233  Exod 21:8  On the Hebrew bondmaid being married to her master or his son, or... 

P234  Exod 21:8  On allowing the redemption of the Hebrew bondmaid. 

P235  Lev 25:46  On the laws for treating an alien bondman. 

PRIVATE OR CIVIL WRONGS 

P236  Exod 21:18  On the penalty for a person inflicting injury. 

P237  Exod 21:28  On the law of injuries caused by an animal. 

P238  Exod 21:33-34  On the law of injuries caused by a pit. 

P239  Exod 21:37 – 22:3  On the law of punishment of thieves. 

P240  Exod 22:4  On the law of a judgment for damage caused by a beast. 

P241  Exod 22:5  On the law of a judgment for damage caused by a fire. 

P242  Exod 22:6-8  On the law of an unpaid guardian. 

P243  Exod 22:9-12  On the law of a paid guardian. 

P244 Exod 22:13  On the law of a borrower. 

P245  Lev 25:14  On the law of buying and selling. 

P246  Exod 22:8  On the law of litigants. 

P247  Deut 25:12  On saving the life of one pursued, even if needing to - kill oppressor. 

P248  Num 27:8  On the law of inheritance. 

THE 365 NEGATIVE MITZVOT (INSTRUCTIONS) 

IDOLATRY AND RELATED PRACTICES 

N 1  Exod 20:3  On not believing in any other god except the One God. 

N 2  Exod 20:4  On not making images for the purpose of worship. 

N 3  Lev 19:4  On not making an idol (even for others) to worship. 

N 4  Exod 20:20  On not making figures of human beings. 
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N 5  Exod 20:5  On not bowing down to an idol. 

N 6  Exod 20:5  On not worshipping idols. 

N 7  Lev 18:21  On not handing over any children to Moloch. 

N 8  Lev 19:31  On not practicing sorcery of the ov, necromancy. 

N 9  Lev 19:31  On not practicing sorcery of yidde'oni, familiar spirts. 

N 10  Lev 19:4  On not studying idolatrous practices. 

N 11  Deut 16:22  On not erecting a pillar which people assemble to honour. 

N 12  Lev 20:1  On not having figured stones (dais) to lay prostrate on. 

N 13  Deut 16:21  On not planting trees in the Sanctuary/Temple. 

N 14  Exod 23:13  On not swearing by an idol or instigating an idolater to do so. 

N 15  Exod 23:13  On not diverting any non-Jew to idolatry. 

N 16  Deut 13:12  On not trying to persuade a Jew to worship idols. 

N 17  Deut 13:9  On not loving someone who seeks to mislead you to idols. 

N 18  Deut 13:9  On not relaxing one's aversion to the misleader to idols. 

N 19  Deut 13:9  On not saving the life of a misleader to idols. 

N 20  Deut 13:9  On not pleading for (defending) the misleader to idols. 

N 21  Deut 13:9  On not oppressing evidence unfavourable to the misleader. 

N 22  Deut 7:25  On not benefitting from ornaments which have adorned an idol. 

N 23  Deut 13:17  On not rebuilding a city destroyed as punishment for idolatry. 

N 24  Deut 13:18  On not deriving benefit from property of an apostate city. 

N 25  Deut 7:26  On not using anything connected with idols or idolatry. 

N 26  Deut 18:20  On not prophesying in the name of idols. 

N 27  Deut 18:20  On not prophesying falsely in the Name of God. 

N 28  Deut 13:3-4  On not listening to one who prophesies in the name of idols. 

N 29  Deut 18:22  On not fearing or refraining from killing a false prophet. 

N 30  Lev 20:23  On not imitating the ways or practicing customs of idolaters. 

*N 31  Lev 19:26  On not practising divination Deut 18:10. 

*N 32  Deut 18:10  On not practising soothsaying (ONAN OBSERVER OF TIME). 

*N 33  Deut 18:10-11 On not practising enchanting (NACHASH). 

*N 34  Deut 18:10-11  On not practicing sorcery (QASAPH WITCH). 

*N 35  Deut 18:10-11  On not practicing the art of the charmer. 

*N 36  Deut 18:10-11  On not consulting a necromancer who uses the ov (PRACTICE)(SHA'AL). 

*N 37  Deut 18:10-11  On not consulting a sorcerer who uses the ydo'a (WIZARD YIDANI). 

*N 38  Deut 18:10-11  On not seeking information from the dead, necromancy. 

N 39  Deut 22:5  On women not wearing men's clothes or adornments. 

N 40  Deut 22:5 On men not wearing women's clothes or adornments. 

N 41  Lev 19:28  On not tattooing yourself, as is the manner of the idolaters. 

N 42  Deut 22:11  On not wearing a mixture of wool and linen, Shatnes. 

N 43  Lev 19:27  On not shaving the temples/sides of your head. 

N 44  Lev 19:27  On not shaving your beard. 

N 45  Deut 16:1, 14:1  On not making cuttings in your flesh over your dead; Lev 19:28. 

NOTE: 

1) Divination (Qasam) – Any attempt to foretell the future by the use of omens or talismans. This would include common 
modern methods like the use of tarot cards, palm reading, fortune cookie messages, rolling of dice, throwing of 
"magic" sticks, reading of the "Eight Ball”, etc. A form of divination. 

2) Astrology (Onan) – Astrology or the use of illusions as magic (even if the participants know that the "tricks" are 
illusions). A form of divination. 

3) Superstitions (Nachash) – To foretell the future by personal experience or by diligent observance. This includes all 
superstitions -- both those that are longstanding folklores and personal superstitions that are created either 
spontaneously or by previous experience. A form of divination. 

4) Casting Spells (Qasaph) – The casting of spells. The attempt to "make" things happen by saying words (and, 
potentially, performing other acts of a religious nature). A form of witchcraft. 

5) Charming (Chover chaver) – Charm with words. To quote sayings or phrases that are designed to alter one's mental 
state regarding some bad or good thing. A form of witchcraft. 

6) Medium for the Dead (Ov) – Contacting a medium for the purposes of coming in contact with a dead human ghost. A 
form of necromancy. 
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7) Medium for Other Spirits (Yidani) – Contacting a medium for the purposes of consulting beings from the spirit world 
other than humans. This might be the most logical mitzvah prohibiting the use of the Ouija Board. A form of 
necromancy. 

8) Enlightenment from the Dead (Drash muut) – Seeking enlightenment and knowledge from humans who are dead – 
even if those human spirits do not directly communicate through methods associated with a medium. A form of 
necromancy. 

PROHIBITIONS RESULTING FROM HISTORICAL EVENTS 

N 46  Deut 17:16  On not returning to Egypt to dwell there permanently. 

N 47 N1 Num 15:39  On not following one's heart or eyes, straying to impurity. 

N 48L  Exod 23:32;  On not making a pact with the Seven Canaanite Nations Deut 7:2. 

N 49L  Deut 20:16  On not sparing the life of the Seven Canaanite Nations. 

N 50  Deut 7:2  On not showing mercy to idolaters. 

N 51  Exod 23:33  On no one serving false gods settling in Eretz-Israel. 

N 52  Deut 7:3  On not intermarrying with one serving false gods. 

N 53  Deut 23:4  On not intermarrying at all with a male from Ammon or Moav. 

N 54  Deut 23:8  On excluding not marrying a descendant Esau if a proselyte. 

N 55  Deut 23:8  On not excluding marrying an Egyptian who is a proselyte. 

N 56  Deut 23:7  On not being permitted to make peace with Ammon and Moav nations. 

N 57  Deut 20:19  On not destroying fruit trees, even in time of war. 

N 58L  Deut 7:21  On not fearing the enemy in time of war. 

N 59  Deut 25:19  On not forgetting the evil which Amalek did to us. 

BLASPHEMY 

N 60  Lev 24:16  On not blaspheming the Holy Name of God [rather]: Exod 22:27. 

N 61  Lev 19:12  On not violating an oath by the Holy Name, shevuas bittui. 

N 62  Exod 20:7  On not taking the Holy Name in vain, shevuas shav. 

N 63  Lev 22:32  On not profaning the Holy Name of God. 

N 64  Deut 6:16  On not testing/trying His (YHVH God) promises and warnings. 

N 65  Deut 12:4  On not destroying houses of worship or holy books. 

N 66  Deut 21:23  On not leaving the body of an executed criminal hanging overnight. 

TEMPLE 

N 67  Num 18:5  On not being lax in guarding the Sanctuary (Temple). 

N 68  Lev 16:2  On the Cohen haGadol entering Sanctuary only at prescribed times. 

N 69  Lev 21:23  On a Cohen with blemish not entering the Temple, from Altar inwards. 

N 70  Lev 21:17  On a Cohen with a blemish not ministering in the Sanctuary. 

N 71  Lev 21:18  On a Cohen with temporary blemish not ministering in the Sanctuary. 

N 72  Num 18:3  On Levites and Cohanim not interchanging in their functions. 

N 73  Lev 10:9-11  On drunk persons not being allowed to enter Sanctuary or teach Torah. 

N 74  Num 18:4  On a Zar (non-Cohen) not ministering in Sanctuary. 

N 75  Lev 22:2  On Tameh (unclean) Cohen not ministering in Sanctuary. 

N 76  Lev 21:6  On a Cohen who is tevul yom, not ministering in Sanctuary. 

N 77  Num 5:3  On Tameh (unclean) person not entering any part of Temple. 

N 78  Deut 23:11  On Tameh person not entering the camp of Levites (Temple mount). 

N 79  Exod 20:25  On not building an Altar of stones which were touched by iron. 

N 80  Exod 20:26  On not having an ascent to the Altar by steps. 

N 81  Lev 6:6  On not extinguishing the Altar fire. 

N 82  Exod 30:9  On not offering anything, but specified incense, on Golden Altar. 

N 83  Exod 30:32  On not making any oil the same as the Oil of Anointment. 

N 84  Exod 30:32  On anointing none with special oil except Cohen Gadol and King. 

N 85  Exod 30:37  On not making incense same as burnt on Altar in Sanctuary. 

N 86  Exod 25:15  On not removing the staves from their rings in the Ark. 

N 87  Exod 28:28  On not removing the Breastplate from the Ephod. 

N 88  Exod 28:32  On not making any incision in Cohen haGadol's upper garment. 
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SACRIFICES 

N 89  Deut 12:13  On not offering sacrifices outside Sanctuary/(Temple) Court. 

N 90  Lev 17:3-4  On not slaughtering consecrated animals outside Temple Court. 

N 91  Lev 22:20  On not dedicating a blemished animal to be offered on Altar. 

N 92  Lev 22:22  On not slaughtering a blemished animal as a korban. 

N 93  Lev 22:24  On not dashing the blood of a blemished beast on the Altar. 

N 94  Lev 22:22  On not burning the inner parts of blemished beast on Altar. 

N 95  Deut 17:1  On not sacrificing a beast with a temporary blemish. 

N 96  Lev 22:25  On not offering a blemished sacrifice of a gentile. 

N 97  Lev 22:21  On not causing a consecrated offering to become blemished. 

N 98  Lev 2:11  On not offering leaven or honey upon the Altar. 

N 99  Lev 2:13  On not offering a sacrifice without salt. 

N100  Deut 23:19  On not offering on Altar: "hire of harlot" or "price of dog". 

N101  Lev 22:28  On not slaughtering an animal and its young on the same day. 

N102  Lev 5:11  On not putting olive oil on the sin meal-offering. 

N103  Lev 5:11  On not putting frankincense on the sin meal-offering. 

N104  Num 5:15  On not putting olive oil on the jealousy offering, sotah. 

N105  Num 5:15  On not putting frankincense on the jealousy offering, sotah. 

N106  Lev 27:10  On not substituting sacrifices. 

N107  Lev 27:26  On not changing sacrifices from one category to the other. 

N108  Num 18:17  On not redeeming the firstborn of permitted (clean) animals. 

N109  Lev 27:33  On not selling the tithe of the herd of cattle. 

N110  Lev 27:28  On not selling a devoted (by the Cherem vow) field. 

N111  Lev 27:28  On not redeeming a devoted (by the Cherem vow) field. 

N112  Lev 5:8  On not splitting the head of bird slaughtered for Sin-offering. 

N113  Deut 15:19  On not doing any work with a dedicated beast. 

N114  Deut 15:19  On not shearing a dedicated beast. 

N115  Exod 34:25  On not slaughtering Pesach/Passover lamb if chametz is about. 

N116  Exod 23:10  On not leaving sacrificial portions of Pesach lamb overnight. 

N117  Exod 12: On not allowing meat of Pesach lamb to remain till morning. 

N118  Deut 16:4  On no meat of Nisan 14 Festive offering remaining till day 3. 

N119  Num 9:13  On no meat of 2nd Pesach lamb offering remaining till morning. 

N120  Lev 22:30  On no meat of Thanksgiving Offering remaining till morning. 

N121  Exod 12:46  On not breaking any bones of Pesach lamb offering. 

N122  Num 9:12  On not breaking any bones of 2
nd
 Pesach lamb offering. 

N123  Exod 12:46  On not removing Pesach offering from where it is eaten. 

N124  Lev 6:10  On not baking the residue of a meal offering with leaven. 

N125  Exod 12:9  On not eating the Pesach offering boiled or raw. 

N126  Exod 12:45  On not allowing an alien resident to eat Pesach offering. 

N127  Exod 12:48  On an uncircumcised person not being permitted to eat the Pesach offering. 

N128  Exod 12:43  On not allowing an apostate to eat the Pesach offering. 

N129  Lev 12:4  On Tameh (ritually unclean) person not being permitted to eat holy things. 

N130  Lev 7:19  On not eating meat of consecrated things that have become tameh. 

N131  Lev 19:6-8  On not eating sacrificial meat beyond the allotted time. 

N132  Lev 7:18  On not eating sacrificial meat slaughtered with wrong intention. 

N133  Lev 22:10  On a zar/non-Cohen not being permitted to eat terumah / (heave offering). 

N134  Lev 22:10  On a Cohen's sojourner or hired worker not being permitted to eat terumah. 

N135  Lev 22:10  On an uncircumcised person not being permitted to eat terumah. 

N136  Lev 22:4  On Tameh (ritually unclean) Cohen not being permitted to eat terumah. 

N137  Lev 22:12  On Bat-Cohen if married to non-Cohen not eating holy food. 

N138  Lev 6:16  On not eating the Meal-offering of a Cohen. 

N139  Lev 6:23  On not eating Sin-offering meat sacrificed within Sanctuary. 

N140  Deut 14:3  On not eating consecrated animals that've become blemished. 

N141  Deut 12:17  On not eating unredeemed 2
nd
 corn tithe outside Yerushalayim. 

N142  Deut 12:17  On not consuming unredeemed 2
nd
 wine tithe outside Jerusalem. 

N143  Deut 12:17  On not consuming unredeemed 2
nd
 oil tithe outside Jerusalem. 

N144  Deut 12:17  On not eating an unblemished firstling outside Yerushalayim. 
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N145  Deut 12:17  On not eating sin or guilt offerings outside Sanctuary court. 

N146  Deut 12:17  On not eating the meat of the burnt offering at all. 

N147  Deut 12:17  On not eating lesser sacrifices before blood dashed on Altar. 

N148  Deut 12:17  On a zar/non-Cohen not eating the most holy offerings. 

N149  Exod 29:33  On a Cohen not eating First Fruits outside Temple courts. 

N150  Deut 26:14  On not eating unredeemed 2
nd
 tithe while in state of impurity. 

N151  Deut 26:14  On not eating the 2
nd
 tithe while in mourning. 

N152  Deut 26:14  On 2
nd
 tithe redemption money (only for food and drink). 

N153  Lev 22:15  On not eating untithed produce, tevel. 

N154  Exod 22:28  On not changing the order of separating the various tithes. 

N155  Deut 23:22  On not delaying payment of offerings, freewill or obligatory. 

N156  Exod 23:15  On not going to Temple on pilgrim festivals without offering. 

N157  Num 30:3  On not breaking your word, even if without an oath. 

PRIESTS 

N158  Lev 21:7  On a Cohen not being permitted to marry a harlot, zonah. 

N159  Lev 21:7  On a Cohen not marrying a woman profaned from the Priesthood. 

N160  Lev 21:7  On a Cohen not being permitted to marry a divorcee. 

N161  Lev 21:14  On a Cohen haGadol not being permitted to marry a widow. 

N162  Lev 21:15  On a Cohen haGadol not beig permitted to take a widow as a concubine. 

N163  Lev 10:6  On a Cohen with dishevelled hair not being permitted to enter the Sanctuary. 

N164  Lev 10:6  On a Cohen wearing rent garments not being permitted to enter Sanctuary. 

N165  Lev 10:7  On Cohanim not being permitted to leave Temple courtyard during service. 

N166  Lev 21:1  On common Cohen not being defiled by the dead, except some. 

N167  Lev 21:11  On Cohen haGadol not being under one roof with dead body. 

N168  Lev 21:11  On Cohen haGadol not being defiled by any dead person. 

N169  Deut 18:1  On Levites not having part in the division of Israel's land. 

N170  Deut 18:1  On Levites not sharing in the spoils of war. 

N171  Deut 14:1  On not tearing out hair of the dead. 

DIETARY LAWS 

N172  Deut 14:7  On not eating any unclean animal. 

N173  Lev 11:11  On not eating any unclean fish. 

N174  Lev 11:13  On not eating any unclean fowl. 

N175  Deut 14:19  On not eating any creeping winged insect. 

N176  Lev 11:41  On not eating anything which creeps on the earth. 

N177  Lev 11:44  On not eating creeping thing that breeds in decayed matter. 

N178  Lev 11:42  On not eating living creatures that breed in seeds / fruit. 

N179  Lev 11:43  On not eating any detestable creature. 

N180  Deut 14:21  On not eating any animal which died naturally, a nevelah. 

N181  Exod 22:30  On not eating an animal which is torn or mauled, a treifah. 

N182  Deut 12:23  On not eating any limb taken from a living animal. 

N183  Gen 32:33  On not eating the sinew of the thigh-vein, gid ha-nasheh. 

N184  Lev 7:24  On not eating blood. 

N185  Lev 7:23  On not eating certain types of fat of clean animal, chelev. 

N186  Exod 23:19  On not boiling young male goat (meat) in its mother's milk. 

N187  Exod 34:26  On not eating young male goat cooked in its mother's milk. 

N188  Exod 21:28  On not eating the flesh of a condemned & to be stoned ox. 

N189  Lev 23:14  On not eating bread made from grain of new crop, before Omer. 

N190  Lev 23:14  On not eating roasted grain of new crop, before Omer offering. 

N191  Lev 23:14  On not eating green ears of new crop, before Omer (Nisan 16). 

N192  Lev 19:23  On not eating orlah. 

N193  Deut 22:9  On not eating growth of mixed vineyard planting, kilai hakerem. 

N194  Deut 32:38  On not using wine libations for idols, yayin nesach. 

N195  Lev 19:26;  On not eating or drinking to excess, gluttony and drunkenness Deut 21:20. 

N196  Lev 23:29  On not eating anything on Yom Kippur / Day of Atonement. 
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N197  Exod 13:3  On not eating chametz, leaven(ed), on Pesach. 

N198  Exod 13:7  On not eating an admixture of chametz/leaven(ed) on Pesach. 

N199  Deut 16:3  On not eating chametz, leaven(ed), after noon of 14 Nisan. 

N200  Exod 13:7  On no chametz being seen in our homes during Pesach. 

N201  Exod 12:19  On not possessing chametz, leaven(ed), during Pesach NAZIRITES. 

N202  Num 6:3  On a Nazir not being permitted to drink wine or any beverage from grapes. 

N203  Num 6:3  On a Nazir not being permitted to eat fresh grapes. 

N204  Num 6:3  On a Nazir not being permitted to eat dried grapes. 

N205  Num 6:4  On a Nazir not being permitted to eat grape seeds/kernels. 

N206  Num 6:4 On a Nazir not being permitted to eat grape peels/husks. 

N207  Num 6:7  On a Nazir not to render himself tameh (unclean) for the dead. 

N208  Lev 21:11  On a Nazir not becoming tameh entering house with corpse. 

N209  Num 6:5 A  On a Nazir not shaving his hair. 

AGRICULTURE 

N210  Lev 23:22  On not reaping a whole field without leaving corners for poor. 

N211  Lev 19:9  On not gathering ears of grain that fell during harvesting. 

N212  Lev 19:10  On not gathering the misformed clusters of grapes. 

N213  Lev 19:10  On not gathering single fallen grapes during the vintage. 

N214  Deut 24:19  On not returning for a forgotten sheaf. 

N215  Lev 19:19  On not sowing diverse kinds of seed in one field, kalayim. 

N216  Deut 22:9  On not sowing grain or vegetables in a vineyard. 

N217  Lev 19:19  On not crossbreeding animals of different species. 

N218  Deut 22:10  On not working with two different kinds of animals together. 

N219  Deut 25:4  On not muzzling an animal working field to prevent from eating. 

N220  Lev 25:4  On not cultivating the soil in the 7
th
 year, shemittah. 

N221  Lev 25:4  On not pruning the trees in the 7
th
 year. 

N222  Lev 25:5  On not reaping self-grown plant in 7
th
 year as ordinary year. 

N223  Lev 25:5  On not gathering self-grown fruit in 7
th
 year as ordinary year. 

N224  Lev 25:11  On not tilling the earth or pruning trees in Jubilee year. 

N225  Lev 25:11  On not reaping aftergrowths of Jubilee year as ordinary year. 

N226  Lev 25:11  On not gathering fruit in Jubilee year as in ordinary year. 

N227  Lev 25:23  On not selling one's Eretz Yisrael land holdings permanently. 

N228  Lev 25:33  On not selling/changing the open lands of the Levites. 

N229  Deut 12:19  On not leaving the Levites without support. 

LOANS, BUSINESS, AND THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES 

N230  Deut 15:2  On not demanding payment of debts after (7
th
) Shmitah year. 

N231  Deut 15:9  On not refusing loan to poor because Shmitah year is near. 

N232  Deut 15:7  On not denying charity to the poor. 

N233  Deut 15:13  On not sending a Hebrew bondman away empty-handed. 

N234  Exod 22:24  On not demanding payment from a debtor known unable to pay. 

N235  Lev 25:37  On not lending to another Jew at interest. 

N236  Deut 23:20  On not borrowing from another Jew at interest. 

N237  Exod 22:24  On not participating in an agreement involving interest. 

N238  Lev 19:13  On not oppressing an employee by delaying paying his wages. 

N239  Deut 24:10  On not taking a pledge from a debtor by force. 

N240  Deut 24:12  On not keeping a poor man's pledge when he needs it. 

N241  Deut 24:17  On not taking any pledge from a widow. 

N242  Deut 24:6  On not taking one's business (or food) utensils in pledge. 

N243  Exod 20:13  On not abducting an Israelite. 

N244  Lev 19:11  On not stealing. 

N245  Lev 19:13  On not robbing. 

N246  Deut 19:14  On not fraudulently altering land boundaries/landmarkers. 

N247  Lev 19:13  On not usurping our debts/do not defraud. 

N248  Lev 19:11  On not repudiating debts, denying receipt of loan/deposit. 
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N249  Lev 19:11  On not swearing falsely regarding another man's property. 

N250  Lev 25:14  On not wronging/deceiving one another in business. 

N251  Lev 25:17  On not wronging/misleading one another even verbally. 

N252  Exod 22:20  On not harming the stranger among you verbally. 

N253  Exod 22:20  On not injuring the stranger among you in business/trade. 

N254  Deut 23:16  On not handing over a slave who's fled to Israel. 

N255  Deut 23:17  On not taking advantage of a slave who's fled to Israel. 

N256  Exod 22:21  On not afflicting the orphans and widows. 

N257  Lev 25:39  On not employing a Hebrew bondman in degrading tasks. 

N258  Lev 25:42  On not telling a Hebrew bondman. 

N259  Lev 25:43  On not treating a Hebrew bondman cruelly. 

N260  Lev 25:53  On not allowing a heathen to mistreat a Hebrew bondman. 

N261  Exod 21:8  On not selling a Hebrew maidservant and if you marry her... 

N262  Exod 21:10  On not withholding food, raiment, or conjugal rights. 

N263  Deut 21:14  On not selling a captive woman. 

N264  Deut 21:14  On not treating a captive woman as a slave. 

N265  Exod 20:17  On not coveting another man's possessions/property, etc. 

N266  Deut 5:18  On not coveting one's possessions, even the desire is forbidden. 

N267  Deut 23:26  On a worker not cutting down standing grain during work. 

N268  Deut 23:24  On a hired labourer not taking more fruit than he can eat. 

N269 Deut 22:3  On not ignoring lost property to be returned to its owner. 

N270  Exod 23:5  On not refusing to help man or animal collapsing with burden. 

N271  Lev 19:35  On not cheating/defrauding with measurements and weights. 

N272  Deut 25:13  On not possessing false/inaccurate weights and measures. 

JUSTICE 

N273  Lev 19:15  On a Judge is not committing unrighteousness. 

N274  Exod 23:8  On a Judge is not accepting bribes/gifts from litigants. 

N275  Lev 19:15  On a Judge is not favouring (being partial to) a litigant. 

N276  Deut 1:17  On a Judge not avoiding justice being in fear of wicked person. 

N277  Lev 19:15  On a Judge not deciding in favour of poor man, out of pity [rather]: Exod 23:3. 

N278  Exod 23:6  On a Judge is not discriminating against the wicked. 

N279  Deut 19:13  On a Judge not pitying one who killed or caused loss of limb. 

N280  Deut 24:17  On a Judge not perverting justice due strangers or orphans. 

N281  Exod .23:1  On a Judge not hearing one litigant in absence of the other. 

N282  Exod 23:2  On Court not being permitted to convict by majority of 1 in capital case. 

N283  Exod 23:2  On a Judge not accepting colleague's opinion, unless sure right. 

N284  Deut 1:17  On not appointing an unlearned judge ignorant of the Torah. 

N285  Exod 20:16  On not bearing false witness. 

N286  Exod 23:1  On a Judge not receiving a wicked man's testimony. 

N287  Deut 24:16  On a Judge not receiving testimony from litigant's relatives. 

N288  Deut 19:15  On not convicting on the testimony of a single witness. 

N289  Exod 20:13  On not murdering a human being. 

N290  Exod 23:7  On no conviction based on circumstantial evidence alone. 

N291  Num 35:30  On a witness not sitting as a Judge in capital cases. 

N292  Num 35:12  On not killing a murderer without trial and conviction. 

N293  Deut 25:12  On not pitying or sparing the life of a follower. 

N294  Deut 22:26  On not punishing a person for a sin committed under duress. 

N295  Num 35:31  On not accepting ransom from an unwitting murderer. 

N296  Num 35:32  On not accepting a ransom from a wilful murderer. 

N297  Lev 19:16  On not hesitating to save life of another person in danger. 

N298  Deut 22:8  On not leaving obstacles on public or private domain. 

N299  Lev 19:14  On not misleading another by giving wrong advice. 

N300  Deut 25:2-3  On not inflicting more than assigned number of lashes too guilty. 

N301  Lev 19:16  On not telling tales. 

N302  Lev 19:17  On not bearing hatred in your heart toward your brethren. 

N303  Lev 19:17  On not putting one another to shame. 
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N304  Lev 19:18  On not taking vengeance on another. 

N305  Lev 19:18  On not bearing a grudge. 

N306  Deut 22:6  On not taking entire bird's nest, mother and her young. 

N307  Lev 13:33  On not shaving a leprous skull. 

N308  Deut 24:8  On not cutting or cauterising (removing) other signs of leprosy. 

N309  Deut 21:4  On not plowing a valley where slain body found, eglah arufah. 

N310  Exod 22:17  On not permitting a witch/sorcerer to live. 

N311  Deut 24:5  On not taking a bridegroom from home in the first year of marriage. 

N312  Deut 17:11  On not differing from or disobeying the Cohanim and the Judge. 

N313N1 Deut 13:1  On not adding to the Mitzvot/commandments of Torah. 

N314N1  Deut 13:1  On not detracting from the Mitzvot/commandments of Torah. 

N315  Exod 22:27  On not cursing a judge. 

N316  Exod 22:27  On not cursing a ruler. 

N317  Lev 19:14  On not cursing any Jew. 

N318  Exod 21:17  On not cursing parents. 

N319  Exod 21:15  On not striking parents. 

N320  Exod 20:10  On not working on Shabbat. 

N321  Exod 16:29  On not walking beyond permitted limits, eruv, on Shabbat. 

N322  Exod 35:3  On not inflicting punishment on the Shabbat. 

N323  Exod 12:16  On not working on the first day of Pesach. 

N324  Exod 12:16  On not working on the seventh day of Pesach. 

N325  Lev 23:21  On not working on Shavuot. 

N326  Lev 23:25  On not working on Rosh HaShannah. 

N327  Lev 23:35  On not working on the first day of Sukkot. 

N328  Lev 23:36  On not working on 8
th
-day/Shemini-Atzeret, (after Hoshana Rabba). 

N329  Lev 23:28  On not working on Yom Kippur / the Day of Atonement. 

INCEST AND OTHER FORBIDDEN RELATIONSHIPS 

N330  Lev 18:7  On no relations with one's mother. 

N331  Lev 18:8  On no relations with one's father's wife. 

N332  Lev 18:9  On no relations with one's sister. 

N333  Lev 18:11  On no relations with step-sister. 

N334  Lev 18:10  On no relations with one's son's daughter. 

N335  Lev 18:10  On no relations with one's daughter's daughter. 

N336  Lev 18:10  On no relations with one's daughter. 

N337  Lev 18:17  On no relations with a woman and her daughter. 

N338  Lev 18:17  On no relations with a woman and her son's daughter. 

N339  Lev 18:17  On no relations with a woman and her daughter's daughter. 

N340  Lev 18:12  On no relations with one's father's sister. 

N341  Lev 18:13  On no relations with one's mother's sister. 

N342  Lev 18:14  On no relations with wife of father's brother. 

N343  Lev 18:15  On no relations with one's son's wife. 

N344  Lev 18:16  On no relations with brother's wife. 

N345  Lev 18:18  On no relations with sister of wife, during wife's life. 

N346  Lev 18:19  On no relations with a menstruate. 

N347  Lev 18:20  On no relations with another man's wife. 

N348  Lev 18:23  On men not being permitted to lie with beasts. 

N349  Lev 18:23  On women not being permitted to lie with beasts. 

N350  Lev 18:22  On a man not being permitted to lie carnally with another man. 

N351  Lev 18:7  On a man not being permitted to lie carnally with his father. 

N352  Lev 18:14  On a man not being permitted to lie carnally with his father's brother. 

N353  Lev 18:6  On not being intimate with a kinswoman. 

N354  Deut 23:3  On a mamzer not being permitted to have relations with a Jewess. 

N355  Deut 23:18  On no relations (harlotry) with a woman outside marriage. 

N356  Deut 24:4  On not remarrying your divorced wife after she has remarried. 

N357  Deut 25:5  On childless widow marrying none except late husband’s brother. 

N358  Deut 22:29  On not divorcing wife, which he has to marry after raping her. 
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N359  Deut 22:19  On not divorcing wife, after falsely slandering her. 

N360  Deut 23:2  On man unable of procreation (eunuch) not to marry Jewess. 

N361  Lev 22:24  On not castrating a man or beast. 

THE MONARCHY 

N362  Deut 17:15  On not appointing a king who is not of the seed of Israel. 

N363  Deut 17:16  On a king not accumulating an excess number of horses. 

N364  Deut 17:17  On a king not taking many wives. 

N365  Deut 17:17  On a king not amassing great personal wealth. 

VARIOUS EXPLANATIONS AND DEFINITIONS FOR THE WORD TORAH  

1. The word "Torah" in Hebrew literally means "to throw, direct, or teach." While commonly translated as 
"Law," that is not entirely accurate and holds a negative connotation. When Jews speak of the Torah, it 
is generally understood that they speak of the books of Moshe (Moses), the first five Books of the Bible. 
There are others that believe all Scripture to be Torah, as it is YHWH's direction for us.  

2. “Christian Bibles consistently refer to "the Law", meaning the Law of Moses, as given in the first five 
books of the Bible. The Hebrew term for this is the Torah. However, the correct translation of "Torah", is 
not "law" (not in the western legal sense of the word). Rather, Torah is correctly translated as revelation 
or instruction from God”.

103
 

3. The basis of the Torah is that we are directed to first love YHWH above all, but also to love our 
neighbour as ourself. 

4. “The Law of YHWH, given by Him from creation and mediated by angels to all the prophets, is the 
Hebrew word Torah, which means holy teaching or instruction.”

104
  

5. “Torah: Derived from the Hebrew root-YARAH. It means to “shoot an arrow, or instruct, or teach”. Torah 
is teaching or instruction that is true and straight. The words of the Torah are like arrows shot straight in 
a path with great power and force to empower a person to live life to its fullest of blessings from the 
heavens. It is the goal for all people who truly love Elohim.”

105
  

6. “"Torah" - (f.; pl. "Torot"); literally, the "Teaching;" the "Constitution" of Judaism and the Jewish People, 
given to them by G-d at Mt. Sinai, some thirty three hundred years ago. This belief, that the Ten 
Commandments, the "Aseret HaDibrot," which are the bare outline, as well as the entire text of the "Five 
Books of Moses" and their explanation, are of Divine Origin, is known as "Torah min HaShamayim;" 
literally, the Torah comes from Heaven. It is one of the Fundamental Beliefs of Judaism.”

106
 

7. Roy Blizzard summed up the law, as it is used in the Bible, in these two sentences: “The idea of law in 
Hebrew is not something that, if transgressed, is going to get you zapped. Torah [Law] is instruction, that 
if followed, will enrich one’s life, if ignored will diminish it.”

107
 

8. “The word "Torah" in Hebrew "is derived from the root הרי which in the hifil
108
 conjugation

109
 means "to 

teach" (cf. Lev. 10:11). The meaning of the word is therefore "teaching," "doctrine," or "instruction"; the 
commonly accepted "law" gives a wrong impression." Other translational contexts in the English 
language include custom, theory, guidance, or system.”

110
 

9. “Torah is the Hebrew word meaning teaching. Its root means to throw or shoot an arrow.  YHVH uses 
this word Torah in scripture to signify His Teaching to His people. The Teaching which G-d gave Moses 
(Moshe) is called the Torah of Moses, but this does not mean that Moses authored it, only that he 
received it from G-d.”

111
 

Western concept of the Law 

Christians usually call the Torah "the Law", because most English translations of Scripture translate Torah as 
Law. The reason this came about is because pre-Y’shua rabbis translated the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, 
called the Septuagint. The Septuagint translated Torah into the Greek word Nomia. Nomia was used in 

                                                      
103 http://www.yashanet.com/studies/matstudy/mat6b.htm 
104 http://www.believers.org.nz/speakout.php 
105 http://209.85.135.104/search?q=cache:p4mkVan5Nb0J:www.bnaiavraham.net/teaching_articles/english 
_teachings/RabbiEd/To%2520Tell%2520the%2520Truth%25201.pdf+hebraic+perspective+on+Act+13:39&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=9&gl=za 
106 http://www.newsongministriesonline.com/Glossary.htm 
107 http://biblicalholidays.com/law.htm 
108 Hebrew grammar is partly analytical, expressing such forms as dative, ablative, and accusative using prepositional particles rather 
than morphological cases. However, inflection plays a decisive role in the formation of the verbs, the declension of prepositions (i.e. with 
pronominal suffixes), and the genitive construct of nouns as well as the formation of the plural of nouns and adjectives. 
109 Conjugation may refer to:Grammatical conjugation, the modification of a verb from its basic form,  including: 1) Latin conjugation 2) 
Spanish conjugation 3) English verb 3) Marriage, relationship between two or more individuals. 
110 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah 
111 http://www.messianic.com/articles/torah2.htm 
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Greek culture to mean an unalterable law. Following this tradition, the Greek New Covenant also used 
nomia to signify the Torah. The Torah is unalterable, and technically it is Law, since breaking it does have 
penal consequences. (Remember, this includes all that YHWH gave to the Prophets.)  

However, the Torah is first of all the teaching of a protective parent—the Most High Father, Abba, who 
loves His children enough to preserve them in righteousness. 
  

"For the commandment is a lamp and the Torah is light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of 
life,"

112
  

 

"The Torah of YHVH is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of YHVH are sure, making wise the 
simple; the precepts of YHVH are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of YHVH is clear, 
enlightening the eyes; the fear of YHVH is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of YHVH are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping 
them there is great reward,"

113
  

It is a fact of life then that the word Torah is a frequently used and misused Hebrew word. As said, in our 
English Bibles it is commonly translated “law”. This is sometimes appropriate, but often misleading.  

The word Torah in Hebrew usage has a range of meanings, as we have already seen under the heading 
“VARIOUS EXPLANATIONS AND DEFINITIONS FOR THE WORD TORAH”. As with all words, usage and 
context determine meaning in any given instance. It is bad methodology to assign the meaning of “law” to the 
word Torah, and then to say that is what it means in every instance of usage. The definition given for 
Torah in Strong’s Concordance is fundamentally incorrect. It is also misleading and can be used to 
support an erroneous theology about Biblical law. Strong’s (No. 8451) gives the following definition for 
Torah: “a precept or statute, espec. The Decalogue or the Pentateuch – law”.  

Torah does not mean “precept”, “statute”, or “law”. Nor does it primarily refer to the Decalogue. It can, in 
some contexts, refer to the Pentateuch (the five Books of Moses).  

An authoritative definition of Torah is provided in A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament 
(Brown, Driver, Briggs - BDB), on page 435d: “direction, instruction, law.” Note that the primary definitions 
are “direction” and “instruction”. There are instances where the word can mean “law”, but it is the context and 
usage that determines which meaning is intended.  

The word Torah is a noun derived from the verb yara meaning to “throw” or “shoot” (BDB, p. 434d). For 
example, when Pharoah’s armies were “cast” into the sea, the word used is yara. If in ancient times, one 
asked for directions, the person given them might “cast” or “throw” his hand in a given direction and say, “It’s 
that way”. We cast or throw stones in a given direction. We point a finger to provide instruction. We shoot an 
arrow at a target. Thus the verb yara came to mean to “lead” “guide” (BDB, p. 434d). It can also mean, 
“teach”. It is the word used for casting lots (Joshua 18:6). Another relevant meaning is to “point out” or 
“show” (ibid., p. 435).  

In Gen 46:28 we read, “And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen …” 
Hebrew translations say, “to point out the way”. The verb used here is yara. In Prov 6:13 of the KJV, we see 
the term “teaches with his fingers.” Again, the verb is yara. In Isaiah 9:14, yara is translated “teaching”. 

BDB also points out that the word is used “specially of the authoritative direction given by priests on matters 
of ceremonial observance … they teach thy judgments to Jacob, and thy direction to Israel …” (Deut 33:10). 
The word “teach” is yara.  

So we see that the verb yara is the root from which the noun Torah is derived. To “instruct” or “teach” is the 
verb. The “instruction” or “teaching” is the noun.  

Notice now the discussion of the meaning of Torah from an authoritative Jewish source (Back to the Sources 
edited by Barry Holtz):  

“Torah for the Jewish tradition is a multifaceted term. On one level it refers to the first five books of the 
Bible, the content of the scroll found in any synagogue. In another more expanded sense, Torah is the 
Hebrew Bible as a whole. But Torah stands for more than one text or one book. Torah is revelation, 
the entire revelation and the entire activity of Jewish study throughout the generations. When the 
rabbinic sages speak of the Written Torah and the “Oral Torah” (the Oral Torah being the 
commentaries and holy texts of later generations) as both being given at Mount Sinai, they mean to 
suggest that all Jewish study is Torah and all Torah has the value of revelation”

114
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 Prov 6:23 (Complete Jewish Bible (CJB)) 
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114 Back to the Sources edited by Barry Holtz, p. 12 
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What Torah does not mean: 
Holtz as a First Witness takes pains to clarify what the word Torah does not mean. He writes,  

“The title ‘Law’ however, is of Greek, not Hebrew, origin and derives from the word nomos, ‘law.’ This 
is familiar from the name of the fifth book of Torah, Devarim in Hebrew. This Hebrew name means 
‘words’ and is taken from the first words of the book: ‘These are the words that Moses spoke to the 
Israelites across the Jordan…’ But in the Greek translation of the Bible adopted by the Christian 
Church, the book was entitled Deutero-nomos…which describes its contents as a review of the law, 
a second law” 

115
 

The Greek nomos is not an exact equivalent of the Hebrew Torah. Holtz explains what Torah does not 
mean:  

“The Hebrew word torah does not strictly mean ‘law.’ The fact that it does not is crucial to its role in 
Judaism. Hebrew does employ words for a ‘statute,’ a ‘ruling,’ and, of course, a mitzvah, a 
‘commandment.’ But the word torah itself means ‘instruction’ or ‘teaching.’”

116
  

Note that Holtz considers it “critical to Judaism” that the word Torah be correctly defined and used.  

A Second Witness: 

Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, both of whom are Messianic Jews, write in their book, “Torah Rediscovered”:  

“First and foremost, the Torah is God’s teaching. This is the primary meaning of the Hebrew word 
Torah…Moreover, the root for ‘Torah’ can be traced to the Hebrew word meaning ‘to shoot an arrow,’ 
or ‘to hit the mark.’ Thus, the word ‘Torah’ means literally, ‘teaching,’ whether it is the wise man 
instructing his son, or God instructing Israel.’ Hence, we can say that ‘Torah’ is God’s teaching, hitting 
the mark of man’s needs, including his need to know who God is and what His righteousness looks 
like. 

 

“Torah is a document in which God has revealed Himself to mankind and taught us about Himself and 
His righteousness. In the Torah, one can learn all the theological concepts which are expanded upon 
throughout the rest of the Bible, such as sin, sacrifice, salvation, sanctification – and Messiah, the One 
who accomplishes it all.” 

117
 

A Third Witness: 

Torah, explains Rabbi Morris Kertzer in “What is a Jew?”  

“… is our way of life … All the vastness and variety of Jewish tradition…More narrowly, the Torah is 
the most revered and sacred object of Jewish ritual – the beautiful hand-written scroll of the Five 
Books of Moses…which is housed in the Ark of the Synagogue.”

118
  

So the word Torah can be defined broadly or narrowly, but it does not strictly mean “law” and should not be 
translated or used as such. The correct translation in most instances would be “instruction,” “teaching” or 
“direction.” The Greek word nomos is not an exact equivalent of Torah. Torah does not mean “law” in the 
sense of English Common Law.  

Arthur Hertzberg explains that: 

“… the concept of ‘Torah,’ in its full national significance, cannot be rendered adequately in any 
other tongue. Its content and connotations embrace more than ‘religion’ or ‘creed’ alone, or ‘ethics’ or 
‘commandments’ or ‘learning’ alone, and it is not even just a combination of all these, but something 
far transcending all of them. It is a mystic, almost cosmic, conception.”

119
  

Neither Greek nor English have an adequate word for translating the concept behind the Hebrew 
Torah. Nomos (law) is certainly inadequate to the task. Yet, in the New Covenant writings, or even in the 
earlier Septuagint translation, when nomos is used for the Hebrew word Torah, it can be misleading. This is 
especially true in the teachings of Y’shua and later, Paul. Much bad theology about Mosaic “Law” has been 
formulated on the basis of a misunderstanding of the concept of Torah.  

To work with the concept of Torah, we must first gain an adequate understanding of what it meant and 
means to the Hebrew mind. That meaning goes far beyond the idea of law or commandments. It is the sum 
total of all of the instruction and inspired discussion of YHWH and his self-revelation from the 
beginning of time to the present. It is a grand concept—perhaps grander than can be conceived by the 
average Christian mind.  
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For interest’s sake: 

1. The Greek word "nomos" [#3551] appears 197 times in the Newer Covenant, translated as "law" 
195 times and as "laws" twice.   

2. The word "anomia" [#458] appears 17 times: twice as "law", 9 times as "iniquity", 3 times as 
"iniquities", and once as "transgresseth". 

3. The words "law" and "laws" appear in the Old Covenant 304 times, translated from "torah" [#8451] 
219 times, "kallah" [#3618] 17 times, "chathan" [#2859] 32 times, "chathan" [#2860] 5 times, 
"cham" [#2524] 4 times, and "choq" [#2706] 4 times. 

The Hebrew word Torah is wrongly defined in our dictionaries as the first five Books of the Holy Bible—it is 
much more than that. As seen, the Greek word "nomos", meaning “law”, is only a remote part of Torah and 
can clearly be seen in the following verses showing that Torah is here to stay and will always be the 
foundation of the Word of YHWH. Nomos should actually be replaced with Torah: 

But heaven and earth will come to an end before the smallest tittle of The Nomos may be dropped out. 
(Luke 16:17 [Red Letters])  

But we know that the Nomos is good, if a man use it lawfully; (1 Tim 1:8)  

For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the Nomos: but if thou be a breaker of the Nomos, thy 
circumcision is made uncircumcision, (Rom 2:25)  

Do we then make void The Nomos through faith? By no means: but we establish The Nomos, (Rom 3:31) 

But the Nomos is holy, and its orders are holy, upright, and good. (Rom 7:12) 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love [is] fully preaching the Nomos, (Rom 13:10) 
Do not think that I am come to destroy The Nomos, or the prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fully 
preach*, (Mat 5:17 [red letters]) 

You know the commandments: `Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.' (Mark 10:19 [red letters]) 

It is also written in your Nomos, that the testimony of two men is true. (John 8:17) 

With that as the basis and background to understand what the TaNaCh and the Torah are, and how the 
Torah was designed to function, let us now explore the Brit Hadassah to come to grips with the real 
understanding of Y’shua and the other Writers’ teachings on the Torah from a Hebrew perspective. This 
time (unlike chapter 3) we will use the correct tools. This is the Hebrew approach to every verse where the 
concept of “Law” (Torah), or what “Moses” said, or “ordinances of YHWH” and the “Commandments” are 
mentioned.   

MATTHEW 

Matt 5:17-19   
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  
18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.  
19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

When understanding Y’shua and Torah in its proper Hebrew context, here is what the New Covenant says 
about it: 

• Faith does not abolish any part of the Torah as a whole (Matt 5:17-20 as above as well as “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all”.) (Jam 2:10) 

• Keeping the Torah is part of the faith that gets you to heaven (Matt 19:17 “And he said unto him, Why 
callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” Rev 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ”. Rev 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here" are they that keep the 
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commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus”. Rev 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into 
the city.”) 

• You will abide in Y’shua's love, if you keep Torah (John 14:15-23) as He abided in the Father's love 
by keeping Torah (John 15:10; Heb 2:17-18, 4:15). See Scripture below. 

 “If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no 
more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him.  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, 
and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him”. (John 14:15-23) 

“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted”. (Heb 2:17-18 LITV) 

“For we do not have a high priest not being able to sympathize with our weaknesses but One having 
been tried in all respects according to our likeness, apart from sin”. (Heb 4:15 LITV) 

 

• Faith in Y’shua does not cancel out what the Torah says, it establishes it (Rom 3:31 “Then is the 
Law annulled through faith? Let it not be! But we establish Law”. LITV)  

• Torah is itself "liberty" and the standard we are to judge ourselves by (James 1:22-25 “But become 
doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Because if anyone is a hearer 
of the Word, and not a doer, this one is like a man studying his natural face in a mirror; for he 
studied himself, and has gone away, and immediately he forgot of what kind he was. But the one 
looking into the perfect Law of liberty, and continuing in it, this one not having become a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in his doing”. LITV)  

• It is those of the flesh who are not subject to the Torah (Rom 8:5-8 “For the ones that are according 
to flesh mind the things of the flesh. And the ones according to Spirit mind the things of the Spirit. 
For the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace; because the mind of 

the flesh is enmity towards God; for it is not being subjected to the Law of God, for neither 
can it be. And those being in the flesh are not able to please God”. LITV)  

• If you say you know Him, and ignore His Torah, you are a liar (1 John 2:3-7 “And by this we know 
that we have known Him, if we keep His commands. The one saying, I have known Him, and 
not keeping His commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that one. But whoever keeps His 
Word, truly in this one the love of God has been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him. The 
one claiming to rest in Him ought so to walk himself as that One walked. Brothers, I do not write 
a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you had from the beginning. 
The old commandment is the Word which you have heard from the beginning”. LITV)  

• It does not matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, what matters is keeping YHWH's Torah (1 Cor 7:19 
“Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of God's commands”. 
LITV)  

• The "law of love" is that we keep his Torah - which is by no means a "burden" (1 John 5:3; 2 John 
1:6; Matt 11:29-30) See Scripture below. 

“For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
heavy”. (1 John 5:3 LITV) 

“And this is love, that we should walk according to His commandments. This is the 
commandment, even as you heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it”. (2 John 1:6 
LITV) 

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, because I am meek and lowly in heart, “and you will find 
rest to your souls. 

For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light”. (Matt 11:29-30 LITV) 
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These Renewed Covenant references to Torah might at first confuse people, as they are not used to 
thinking in these terms. However, when the Hebrew New Covenant authors and Y’shua Himself spoke of 
law/commandments in the first century Jewish religious context, it must be interpreted as "Torah”—unless 
there is a clear reason to do otherwise, as this was what it meant to them. 

Over the centuries, many people have read these words of the Messiah: “For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled,” and 
attempted to interpret them in light of the prevailing theology. Typically, the approach taken is that Y’shua   
has not abolished the Torah outright, but He certainly completed it—and thereby rendered it irrelevant for 
Believers. This is, of course, an oxymoron (a figure of speech combining contradictory words), but it is the 
best most Christian interpreters can do with this passage. 

What most people tend to forget is that the entire Bible is a Jewish Book, and must be interpreted according 
to the rules and expectations of the Jewish people who wrote and read the text originally. To suppose 
otherwise, we would have to say that the writers of the Biblical texts wrote nonsense to their audiences. So, 
we are left with the basic fact that this text meant something to the first hearers of these words. What did it 
mean? 

The understanding of this verse hinges upon two key terms. In Greek, they are "katalusai" and "plerosai". 
These are the words that are rendered, respectively, “destroy" and “fulfill”. In order to better understand this 
passage, we will examine the full range of meanings contained in each of these words. Then, an alternative 
historical setting will be offered, which uses these words in a technical sense not known to the majority of 
Christian interpreters. Finally, this technical usage will be demonstrated to provide a better understanding of 
these terms in their context. 

First, we need to better understand the meanings of "katalusai" and "plerosai". 
 

Katalusai Plerosai 

• This word means "destroy", "tear down", 
"abolish" or "to overthrow completely”. 

• In rabbinic usage, it is applied when one 
wishes to attack an interpretation of the 
Torah as being less than accurate. 

• In rabbinic argumentation, if you believe an 
opponent's argument to be seriously 
flawed, you might yell at him, "You are 
destroying the Torah!" 

• On the other hand, this word means "fill", "complete", 
"cause to abound", or "consummate”, to “carry out”, to 
“do”, to “perform” and “obey” ... 

• In rabbinic argumentation, it has the force of affirming 
what is considered a full and proper interpretation of a 
text. 

• To say that someone has, "Fulfilled the Torah”, is 
equivalent to saying he has "Provided the best and 
fullest understanding of the text", or that he has "Brought 
out the consummate argument from among the details 
provided". 

How would these definitions then affect our reading of Mat 5:17? Let's take a look. First, for comparison 
purposes, here is the King James Version rendering. The words that translate katalusai and plerosai are in 
bold. 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill”. 
(Mat 5:17) 

As mentioned earlier, most Christian interpreters would explain that to mean: 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to render it 
nullified because I did it ... so you don't have to!” 

Some may object to that last rendering, thinking that the researcher is being deliberately provocative. 
Nevertheless, it is considered as a fair and accurate restatement of most Christians' view of the Torah. How 
else could they accept a theology that denies the value of the Torah, even while looking at a plain statement 
that it will endure until the end of time and space? 

The usual Christian understanding of this verse is that, because one person (Y’shua) kept all the Torah, we 
today are thereby relieved of having to be obedient to YHWH's commands as recorded in the Torah. But let 
us consider this notion in light of an illustration. Allow me to present a standard story told from Christian 
pulpits across the world, with a twist at the end. 

Suppose I am arrested for speeding one day. I had been driving my car 160 km/h in a pedestrian zone, 
where the speed limit was 60 km/h. I go to court. After hearing the evidence and testimony, the judge gives 
the appropriate sentence. Then, in the manner of true grace, the judge steps down from his stand, and 
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accepts upon himself my punishment. I have received grace and mercy, rather than the stern justice I 
deserve. Hallelujah! 

Then, before they take him from the courtroom to prison, where he will serve my sentence, the judge says 
one thing more. "As a result of this free gift of grace, you are no longer subject to the laws of the land. You 
are absolved from all future infractions, and even the need to know the specifics of the laws. You are now 
free forever from the demands of the legal codes, and may ignore anyone who tries to arrest you for future 
infractions against the legal code. Such people are obviously legalists, who would fail to recognise the great 
grace you have been given today.” 

That can't be right, can it? 

No, of course not. It violates justice and all standards of common sense to think that being judged innocent 
of a particular infraction should free one of all legal restrictions and obligations. Yet, that is exactly what most 
Christians have been taught all their lives. Because Y’shua died to atone for our sins, we are therefore free 
from the need to know the Torah, and there is no need for us to bother with keeping YHWH's Laws. After all, 
"We have been made free from the law and all its requirements!" This is said with no concern for even 
knowing the specific teachings that are contained in the Torah. 

It plainly makes no sense to understand Y’shua in this way. He is in the midst of making the case that the 
Torah is eternal, and that no requirement of the Torah will ever pass away. Then, he proposes an 
understanding of the Torah that adds to its sternness, rather than taking away. He says it is no longer 
sufficient to do what the Torah says. Now, the deed must be done according to the right intention. 
 

Finally, let us take a look at a version of Mat 5:17 that incorporate the terms “destroy" and “fulfill”, as they 
have been defined in rabbinic usage, above: 

“Think not that I am come to teach in such as way as to invalidate the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to invalidate, but to clarify the original purpose and teach accurately.” 

At last, we have a translation that makes a great deal more sense, coming from the mouth of someone 
claiming to be the Jewish Messiah. If Y’shua really came to nullify the Torah, then He was a false prophet, 
and deserved whatever He got. On the other hand, this better understanding of the words in the text make 
this verse into a fitting introduction for the Sermon on the Mount, where Y’shua goes on to clarify the Torah in 
such a way as to bring out more of the original intent, as stated here. 

Did Y’shua perform the things that are written in the Torah? You bet. Does that mean we somehow can 
ignore the Torah as the beginning of YHWH's revelation, and the divinely prescribed approach to gaining 
God's blessing? Absolutely not. He expected us to continue in "The Way", which was at that time 1,500 
years old. To sweep that aside and create an entirely separate, competing, religious system is the height of 
arrogance and foolishness. 

The second half of verse 17 is used by most Christians to support a doctrine that says the believer in 
Messiah is now "not under the Law”. Some claim that by "fulfilling the Law”, Messiah did away with it, and the 
believer no longer has a relationship to it. 

One need not to look further than this verse itself to see that such an interpretation is incorrect, as: 

1) The word plerosai (fulfill) DOES NOT mean to "do away with" or to "overthrow”.  

2) The word katalusai (destroy) DOES mean to "do away with" or to "overthrow”, and Y’shua said He did 
NOT come to do that. 

Y’shua tells us to not even THINK he came to destroy the “law or prophets”. Let alone believe it! If you say 
that He came and abolished the Law, then you are saying He came to destroy. A more accurate meaning of 
“fulfill” here is to "obey". For instance, if you tell your child to do something and he did it, then he has 
"fulfilled" or obeyed your request. Here is an instance of Y’shua fulfilling something: 

“And evening having come on, they brought to Him many having been possessed by demons. And He 
cast out the spirits by a word, and He healed all those having illness, so that it might be fulfilled that 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying, He took upon Himself our weaknesses, and bore our 
sicknesses”. (Matt 8:16-17 LITV) 

You see, Y’shua “fulfilled” or "obeyed" the Scripture that was speaking of Him. He also obeyed the Law. We 
should do likewise. 

Y’shua the Law keeper: 
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For many centuries, most Christians have been taught that there is dramatic discontinuity between the Old 
and the New Covenant, between "Law" and "Grace”, between Israel and the Church. While there are distinct 
and greater advantages to the New Covenant instituted by Messiah Y’shua, there is also much continuity 
between the Old and New Covenants. There is grace in the Torah, and there are laws and commands in 
the New Covenant. There are differences between Israel and the Church, but there is a lot of overlap as 
well. If you have ever heard people express thoughts like, "Christians should not be concerned with the Old 
Testament,” then I encourage you to consider the following: 

The Founder of the Faith, Messiah Y’shua, was Himself very Jewish. Y’shua was a Sabra (a native-born 
Israeli). Since He was born to the tribe of Judah, and is a descendant of King David, He is Jewish royalty. He 
was circumcised on the eighth day. He was given a Jewish name – Y’shua. Godly parents raised Him in a 
pious Jewish home. He regularly went to synagogue, as was His custom (Luke 4:16). The life He lived was 
that of an observant Jew who kept the Torah (Gal 4:4). He was able to say, "Which of you convicts Me of 
sin?" because He never sinned by breaking the commandments of the Torah. Messiah Y’shua taught 
that He fulfilled, not set aside, the Torah (Mat 5:17-19). 

Orthodox scholar Pinchas Lapide made this observation: "Jesus never and nowhere broke the law of Moses, 
nor did he in any way provoke its infringement - it is entirely false to say that he did... In this respect you must 
believe me, for I do know my Talmud more or less... This Jesus was as faithful to the law as I would hope to 
be. But I suspect that Jesus was more faithful to the law than I am - and I am an Orthodox Jew.”

120
 (Dr. John 

Fischer, "Foundations of Messianic Theology: Following In Yeshua's Steps?", page 14.) 

See Matt 23:30-34 under “The Death of the Prophets” for the explanation on “Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets …” 

Matt 7:12   
Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets.  

Y’shua here is directly quoting Hillel,
121

 the grandfather of Gamaliel, who taught Paul: “What is hateful to 
you, do it not unto others—this is the entire Torah, and the rest is commentary.”

122
 

“... for this is the law and the prophets” … Y’shua does not say, "for this replaces the Law and the Prophets”. 
He clearly said that He did not come to do that (Matt 5:17-21). He is summarizing His teachings that the 
whole of Torah is given for the good of man—to establish and improve His relationship with YHWH and with 
his fellow man. It is by learning and following YHWH's Torah that we "do what is right unto others”. 

James had a similar way of summarizing what true faith is: “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world”. (Jam 1:27) 

James brings together several of these points in one section of his letter. He reiterates the idea of "do unto 
others”, but says that if you show favouritism, you sin. He then states that you cannot pick and choose what 
parts of the Torah (the "royal law") you feel like keeping, as it is a unit: 

”If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do 
well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that 
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty”. (Jam 2:8-12) 

Paul and James also agree that knowing the Torah is not enough - we are to DO the Torah: 

                                                      
120 Dr John Fischer, "Foundations of Messianic Theology: Following In Yeshua's Steps?", page 14 
121 Hillel and Shammai: These two great scholars were born a generation or two before the beginning of the Common Era and are 
usually discussed together and contrasted with each other, because they were contemporaries and the leaders of two opposing schools 
of thought (known as "houses"). The Talmud records over 300 differences of opinion between Beit Hillel (the House of Hillel) and Beit 
Shammai (the House of Shammai). In almost every one of these disputes, Hillel's view prevailed. Rabbi Hillel was born to a wealthy 
family in Babylonia, but came to Jerusalem without the financial support of his family and supported himself as a woodcutter. It is said 
that he lived in such great poverty that he was sometimes unable to pay the admission fee to study Torah, and because of him that fee 
was abolished. He was known for his kindness, his gentleness, and his concern for humanity. One of his most famous sayings, 
recorded in Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), is "If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And if I am only for myself, then what 
am I? And if not now, when?" The Hillel organisation, a network of Jewish College student organisations, is named for him. Rabbi 
Shammai was an engineer, known for the strictness of his views. The Talmud tells that a gentile came to Shammai saying that he would 
convert to Judaism if Shammai could teach him the whole Torah in the time that he could stand on one foot. Shammai drove him away 
with a builder's measuring stick! Hillel, on the other hand, converted the gentile by telling him, "That which is hateful to you, do not do to 
your neighbour. That is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary. Go and study it" 
122 Babylonian Talmud, Shabat 31a 
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“For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified”. (James 
1:22) 

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”. (Rom 2:13) 

Paul and James also state that willfully violating the Torah is equivalent to blaspheming YHWH: 

“Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? For the 
name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written”. (Rom 2:23-24) 

“Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by which ye are called? If ye fulfil the royal law according to 
the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye 
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all”. (James 2:7-10) 

Y’shua’s Torah teaching in Matthew 5-7 

Chapters 5-7 give specific cases where Y’shua explains the fuller meaning of the Torah—teaching the 
people to not only keep the Torah, but to go beyond the "letter of the Law"—understanding the godly 
principles behind the commandments, as this is how we come to know YHWH, which is His desire for us all. 

The Talmud agrees with this and even states that Jerusalem was destroyed for not following what Y’shua 
taught: 

"... R. Yohanan said: 'Yerushalayim would not have been destroyed, save that they judged Din Torah (by 
the Law of the Torah).' Should they have judged by the brutal laws?—rather, they insisted upon the law, 
and did not practice Lifnim miShurat haDin (beyond the letter of the law).

123
 

Matt 8:4   
And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the 
gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

This is a very significant section of Scripture—the meaning of which, however, is missed in modern Bible 
commentaries. Many Bibles cross-reference this section (verses 1-4) to Leviticus chapter 13 and 14 and 
what they call the "laws regarding leprosy”. Although the link to Leviticus is correct, the common 
interpretation of the ailment being "leprosy" is incorrect. For instance, the Geneva Study Bible even has a 
caption in chapter 14 entitled, "The Law Concerning Leprous Houses”. 

Of course, the idea of a house having leprosy is absurd. The text of Leviticus clearly shows this is not the 
disease of leprosy: 

• None of the physical skin conditions described are those of leprosy. 

• The method of examination and treatment is not that for leprosy. 

• Leprosy does not appear on clothing and walls of homes. 

The affliction spoke of in Leviticus is known in Jewish Bibles as tzarrat. (The first two letters are pronounced 
like the double z in "pizza”.) Scripture shows that this was a specific disease inflicted directly by YHWH 
Himself, for hidden sin among the people. It is taught in Judaism that tzarrat was directly associated with the 
sin of lashan hara (an evil tongue). This was when people would speak evil of others, meaning behind their 
backs. In the book of Numbers, chapter 12, we see Moshe’s own sister, Miriam, afflicted with tzarrat when 
she spoke against Moshe. 

Only YHWH could give and take away the affliction of Tzarrat. Only YHWH knew of the hidden sin, and also 
if the sinner was truly repentant in his or her heart. The disease would go away only upon true repentance. 
YHWH gave the priests specific instructions on recognizing both the appearance and disappearance of 
tzarrat. Upon it settles, it was recognized that the sinner had been forgiven by YHWH, and they would then 
have certain steps to take prior to being allowed to re-enter the community. 

If the man approaching Y’shua in these verses is indeed afflicted with tzarrat (and by Y’shua's instructions to 
him, it would appear so), then we have a significant proof text for His deity. For Y’shua to remove tzarrat from 
a man was even more significant than other types of diseases, as tzarrat could only be removed by YHWH. 

Another point to note in this section is that Y’shua commanded the man not to tell anyone but to inform 
the priests. As already mentioned, He was once again following the Torah by instructing the man to go 
see the priest. Y’shua adhered to Positive Law 110 - Lev 14:2 on the specified procedure of cleansing: 
“This shall be the law of the leper (tzarrat) in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest: …” 

                                                      
123

 Babylonian Talmud - Bava Mezia 30b 
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There is another interesting story in the Renewed Covenant that seems to be related to this sin-related 
condition. One could ask, "Who more than anyone else, was speaking lashan hara against the Messiah and 
his followers? 

This was Sha'ul (Paul/Saul), of course. In Acts chapter 9, we read of Paul's encounter with Y’shua. He is 
stricken with an ailment that blinds him. The details of this affliction are given when it comes to an end: “And 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and 
was baptized”. (Acts 9:18 on) 

The Greek word for “leprosy" as found in the New Covenant is lepra, from the root lepis, meaning a flake or 
scale.

124
 This is the word used to describe the “scales" that Paul received on his “road to Damascus”. It is 

also the word used to describe the man healed by Y’shua in verses 8:1-4. Thus, an argument could be made 
that Paul was stricken with Tzarrat, which was healed through his encounter with Y’shua. 

While we are on the subject of Paul's "conversion" (as some call it), it is important to note that Paul did not 
lose all of the knowledge he had acquired in his training as a Pharisee. His problem was the same, as he 
would later note concerning his fellow Pharisees: 

“For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge”. (Rom 10:2) 

The word “knowledge" is epignosis,
125

 meaning to have full discernment. Paul, like the other Pharisees, had 
abundant understanding of the Scriptures. They had “knowledge" in this sense. However, it required the 
illumination of YHWH's Spirit to take that understanding and turn it into wisdom—the wisdom then showed 
him that Y’shua was the goal of the Torah. 

Matt 11:13   
For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  

The Greek text has the word “until" (John). However, the Shem Tove Hebrew book of Matthew has the term 

“concerning" (John). The Hebrew spelling of “concerning" is ìò – AYIN LAMED (Hebrew is read from right to 

left). The term “until" would be spelled AYIN-DALET –ãò. 

Since Y’shua has just quoted from the prophets about Yochanan (John), it is clear that “the prophets and the 
law” (Nevi’im and Torah) prophesied CONCERNING John. It would therefore appear that a translator 
misread the text. This is quite possible, as the two letters are very similar. If the top of a LAMED was not 
clear (i.e., flaked off of the manuscript), it could easily be mistaken for a DALET.  

Matt 12:5   
Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the 
sabbath, and are blameless?  

Y’shua quotes David’s eating of the “show bread” (1 Sam 21:6), also known as the “Bread of the Presence” 
or the "Bread of the Face"; something that was reserved for the priests to eat, followed by how the Torah 
allows for priests to do a certain type of work on the Sabbath, as part of their Temple service (Lev 24:5-9). 
His point in quoting these is to establish the principle that within the framework of the Torah is a hierarchy of 
principles. 

“So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the shewbread, that was 
taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away”. (1 Sam 21:6) 

“And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake. And 
thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the LORD. And thou shalt put 
pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD. Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken 
from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant. And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall 
eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a 
perpetual statute”. (Lev 24:5-9) 

The Pharisees recognized this fact in the Torah that both the commands of circumcision and Temple 
sacrificial service, take precedence over the command not to do work on the Sabbath, and the Talmud also 
makes it clear: 

“whilst the sacrificial service supersedes the Sabbath, yet circumcision supersedes it: then the 
Sabbath, which is superseded by the sacrificial service, surely circumcision supersedes it”.

126
 

                                                      
124 Strongs #3014, #3013 
125 Strongs #1922 
126 Talmud - Mas. Shabbath 132b 
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For a detailed discussion on the Sabbath, please go to Luke 23:56. 

Matt 15:3, 6 and 9   
3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your 
tradition? 
6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition. 
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Y’shua is not telling them the kosher laws (given by YHWH) are suspended (in violation of His own words in 
Matt 5:17-18), but clearly says they are breaking YHWH's Torah by this particular man-made tradition. 

It should be noted that Y’shua is not against tradition, including many of the traditions of Pharisaic Judaism, 
(which He himself followed—i.e., celebration of Chanukkah, called the "Festival of Dedication" in the Gospel 
of John). Such tradition is the way in which we "walk out" our faith (called halakha), but it is not Torah!  

Y’shua admits that the disciples had transgressed the rabbinical traditions. Y’shua treats it as a matter of no 
great importance in itself save that they had put the tradition of the elders in the place of the 
commandments of YHWH. What Y’shua is opposed to is any tradition not founded in the Torah that 
places itself above the Torah. 

When the two clashed, as was often the case, the legalistic rabbis transgressed the Torah of YHWH – 
“because by your tradition". The word “by” is dia in Greek. The accusative with dia is defined as "not by 
means of". Tradition is not good or bad in itself. It is merely what is handed from one to another. Custom 
tended to make these traditions binding like law. There could be no compromise on this subject and Y’shua 
accepts the issue. He stands for real righteousness and spiritual freedom, not for bondage to mere 
ceremonialism and tradition. These rabbis placed tradition (the Oral Law) above the Torah of YHWH, 
which Y’shua outright forbids!  

Gordon defines precepts and traditions of men as “these invented Rabbinic laws are called takanot 
(enactments, reforms) or mitzvoth derabanan (commandments of our Rabbis)”.

127
 Gordon is a Karaite 

Jew.
128

 

From Mark 7:1-5 

It is important to understand that because Y’shua was teaching His disciples the correct manner in which to 
apply the instructions of the Torah, it sometimes caused His Torah teachings to conflict with those of the 
other Rabbis: 

“And the Pharisees were assembled to Him, also some of the scribes, coming from Jerusalem. And seeing 
some of His disciples eating bread with unclean, that is unwashed hands, they found fault. For the 
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash the hands with the fist, holding the tradition of 
the elders. And coming from the market, if they do not immerse themselves (wash their hands), they do 
not eat. And there are many other things which they received to hold: dippings of cups, and of utensils, 
and of copper vessels, and couches. Then the Pharisees and scribes questioned Him, Why do your 
disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?” (Mark 
7:1-5) 
“But answering He said to them, Why do you also transgress the command of God on account of 
your tradition? For God commanded, saying, “Honor your father and mother," and, “The one 
speaking evil of father or mother, by death let him die." (Mat 15:3-4 LITV). Y’shua was referring to 
“Positive Law 210 - Exod 20:12 - On honouring parents,” “Negative Law 318 - Exod 21:17 - Not 
cursing parents” as well as “Deut 5:16”. 

However, as said earlier, the Torah command about washing hands pertains only to the Priesthood, not to 
the common people: 

“Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it 
between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put water therein. For Aaron and 
his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: When they go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, 
to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD:  So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they 
die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their 
generations.” (Exod 30:18-21) 

                                                      
127 Nehemiah Gordon, “Greek Jesus versus the Hebrew Messiah”, pg 20 
128 A Scripturalist who does not accept rabbinical, man-made traditions and precepts. In other words, nothing must or can be added or 
removed from the Torah 
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This command was given to Aharon (Aaron) the High Priest and his descendants and was to be done as a 
ritual before they began to do service in the Tabernacle. The ritual washing of hands and feet was never a 
Torah requirement for the common person. It must be pointed out that it is perfectly fine for a person to wash 
their hands before eating. Certainly, it shows a respect for the food and for YHWH who has given it to us for 
consumption; however, it is not a Torah requirement. 

Nevertheless, the School of Shammai (the strictest of the schools of the Pharisees), whose teachings 
predominated during the first century, taught that all men must ritually wash their hands prior to eating a 
meal. As can be seen, Y’shua's teaching on this matter held to the original intent of the Torah. Thus, Y’shua 
showed that He did not come to do away with the instructions of the Torah, but to restore them to 
their original and true meaning. On the other hand, this is not to say that, by restoring the proper Torah 
teachings, Y’shua did away with all the traditions and customs of the Jews. On the contrary, He and His 
disciples continued to observe many, if not most, of the customs of His people as long as those customs and 
traditions did not contradict the true intent of the Torah. Thus it is written: “Do not think that I came to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill." (Matt 5:17) 

In verses 4 and 5, Y’shua states: “For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that 
curseth father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his 
mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;”

129
  

“But ye say” is in sharp contrast to the Torah of YHWH, because here “man says” and not what “YHWH 
commanded”. Y’shua had quoted the fifth commandment (Exod 20:12) with the penalty "die the death", "go 
on to his end by death", in imitation of the Hebrew idiom. They dodged this Torah of YHWH about the 
penalty for dishonouring one's father or mother by the use of "Corban", as Mark literally calls it “Corban” 
(Mark 7:11). All one had to do to evade one's duty to father or mother was to say "Corban" or "Gift" (dwron) 
with the idea of using the money for YHWH. Even by an angry oath of refusal to help one's parents, the oath 
or vow was still binding. By this magic word “Corban”, one set himself free (he shall not honour) from 
obedience to the fifth commandment. Sometimes unrighteous sons paid grant to the rabbinical legalists for 
such dodges. “(6) And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the 
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. (7) Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of 
you, saying, (8) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but 
their heart is far from me”. (Matt 15:6) 

It was a stinging indictment that laid bare the hollow pretence of their quibbles about handwashing. Kuros 
means force or authority, akuros is without authority, null and void. It is a late verb, akurow, and substantive 
occurrences in legal phraseology like canceling a will, etc. In other words, the moral force of YHWH’s law is 
annulled by their hair-splitting technicalities and immoral conduct. There is sarcasm in this pointed 
application of Isaiah's words (Isaiah 29:13) to these rabbis. He "beautifully pictured" them. The portrait was 
to the very life, "teaching as their doctrines the commandments of men". They were indeed far from YHWH if 
they imagined that He would be pleased with such gifts at the expense of duty to one's parents. 

Matt 19:7-8 

7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away? 
8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: 
but from the beginning it was not so. 

What ‘Moses commanded’ refers to the Torah of YHWH, which was written by Moses, the first five Books in 
the TaNaCh.  

 

Background 

Judaism recognized the concept of "no-fault" divorce thousands of years ago.  Judaism has always 
accepted divorce as a fact of life, albeit an unfortunate one.  Judaism generally maintains that it is better 
for a couple to divorce than to remain together in a state of constant bitterness and strife. 

Under Jewish law, a man can divorce a woman for any reason or no reason.  The Talmud specifically says 
that a man can divorce a woman because she spoiled his dinner or simply because he finds another woman 
more attractive, and the woman's consent to the divorce is not required.  In fact, Jewish law requires divorce 
in some circumstances:  when the wife commits a sexual transgression, a man must divorce her, even if he 
is inclined to forgive her. 

                                                      
129 Mat 15:4-5 
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This does not mean that Judaism takes divorce lightly.  Many aspects of Jewish law discourage divorce.  The 
procedural details involved in arranging a divorce are complex and exacting.  Except in certain cases of 
misconduct by the wife, a man who divorces his wife is required to pay her substantial sums of money, as 
specified in the ketubah (marriage contract).  In addition, Jewish law prohibits a man from remarrying his ex-
wife after she has married another man.  Kohanim cannot marry divorcees at all. 

According to the Torah, divorce is accomplished simply by writing a bill of divorce, handing it to the wife, and 
sending her away.  To prevent husbands from divorcing their wives recklessly or without proper 
consideration, the rabbis created complex rules regarding the process of writing the document, delivery, and 
acceptance.  A competent rabbinical authority should be consulted for any divorce. 

The document in question is referred to in the Talmud as a sefer k'ritut (scroll of cutting off), but it is more 
commonly known today as a get.  The get is not phrased in negative terms.  The traditional text does not 
emphasize the breakdown of the relationship, nor does it specify the reason for the divorce; rather, it states 
that the woman is now free to marry another man. 

It is not necessary for a husband to personally hand the get to the wife.  If it is not possible or desirable for 
the couple to meet, a messenger may be appointed to deliver the get. 

It is important to note that a civil divorce is not sufficient to dissolve a Jewish marriage.  As far as Jewish 
law is concerned, a couple remains married until the woman receives the get.  This has been a 
significant problem:  many liberal Jews have a religiously valid marriage, yet do not obtain a religiously valid 
divorce.  If the woman remarries after such a procedure, her second marriage is considered an 
adulterous one, and her children are considered mamzerim (illegitimate children that are almost 
completely barred from normal marriage; see Deut 23,3 and note that "bastard" is not the correct word here, 
as it matters not if the child's parents are legally married or not). 

The position of husband and wife with regards to divorce is not an equal one.  According to the Torah, only 
the husband can initiate a divorce, and the wife cannot prevent him from divorcing her.  Later 
"rabbinical" authorities in Europe tried to take steps to ease the harshness of these rules by prohibiting a 
man from divorcing a woman without her consent, but the Torah remains as it was.  A rabbinical court can, 
however, compel a husband to divorce his wife under certain circumstances:  when he is physically repulsive 
because of some medical condition or other characteristic, or when he violates or neglects his marital 
obligations (food, clothing, and sexual intercourse). 

A grave problem arises, however, if a man disappears or deserts his wife, or is presumed dead but there is 
insufficient proof of death.  Divorce can only be initiated by the man; thus, if the husband cannot be found, he 
cannot be compelled to divorce the wife and she cannot marry another man.  A woman in this situation is 
referred to as an "agunah" (literally, anchored).  The rabbis have agonized over this problem, balancing the 
need to allow the woman to remarry with the risk of an adulterous marriage if the husband reappeared.  No 
definitive solution to this problem exists. 

To prevent this problem to some extent, it is customary in many places for a man to give his wife a 
conditional get whenever he goes off to war, so that if he never comes home and his body is not found, his 
wife does not become agunah. 

The Substance 

What was just said is a bitter pill to swallow, but let us start with the Torah concerning this much-involved 
subject of divorce, a subject that has left many Believers living with guilt. 

And LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help meet for him … 
And LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh … 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be 
one flesh. (Gen 2:18-24)  

This, of course, is the story of Adam and Eve. A love story. How thrilled Adam must have been when he first 
gazed upon Eve. How he must have treasured her companionship and love after living alone. How thankful 
he must have been that YHWH’s plan for him included a wife and children. It has been the same ever since 
for untold numbers of men and women.  

In verse 18 of Genesis 2, we are informed that YHWH did not consider it good for man to be alone. King 
Solomon agreed:  

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from GOD. (Prov 18:22) 
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According to these passages, marriage is a wonderful thing. From the beginning, YHWH ordained and 
blessed matrimony between a man and a woman. He used it as a type for His own special relationship with 
His people Israel. He was married to Israel and they to Him. Y’shua commenced to unveil His divinity by 
performing His first miracle at a marriage ceremony. All of this testifies to the fact that the sacrament of 
marriage is highly esteemed and even loved by YHWH. Would it not, then, be safe to say that the opposite is 
just as true—that He hates divorce? Many Christians would affirm this by referring to the Prophet Malachi:  

For I hate divorce, says the LORD, the God of Israel. (Mal 2:16, NASB) 

Based upon Malachi 2, Christians have adopted the mantra, “God hates divorce!” But is this perception 
of YHWH correct? Although He certainly hates the consequences of divorce, He was not speaking of 
divorce in Malachi 2, as will be explained in the pages to follow.  

The Tragedy of Divorce 

The tragic effects of divorce last for generations. In most instances, it leaves deep and often permanent 
scars on one or both divorced partners—sometimes even resulting in suicide and murder. Probably the most 
grievous aspect of divorce is its impact upon children. After studying 131 children under thirteen years of age 
whose parents were divorced, one report declared “… the most pervasive fact to emerge from the study was 
the enormity of the grief all the children studied, felt over their parents’ divorce. They were sad beyond 
measure.”

130
  

In the Gospel of Matthew, Y’shua warned:  

But who so shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world 
because of offences! For it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh! (Matt 18:6-7) 

While helping his mother make cookies, a six-year-old boy used a cookie cutter to produce a heart-shaped 
piece of dough. “Our family has a lot of this,” he declared. He then tore the heart in half and said, “This is 
what happens to hearts when people are divorced.” This boy spoke more truth than his young mind could 
comprehend. Or possibly he understood the truth about divorce better than the hardened hearts and minds 
of most adults.  

As harmful as divorce is upon the immediate children of divorced parents, let us not forget that the sins of 
the fathers that are visited upon the children to the third and fourth generations – Deut 5:9-10. Divorce 
often becomes multi-generational, until one generation finally breaks the cycle.  

Grandparents are also victims of divorce. When couples divorce, they not only divorce each other, but in 
many instances, they also divorce the grandparents from their grandchildren. Often, one of the divorced 
parents remarries and moves away with the children. In some cases, the genetic grandparents on one side 
are told that their grandchildren now have new grandparents and that it would be best if they stayed out of 
the lives of their grandchildren to avoid confusing them. When grandchildren lose their grandparents, one of 
the most important influences in their lives is sacrificed on the altar of divorce.  

There are other consequences of divorce:  

Divorced or separated men receive in-patient psychiatric care 21 times more frequently than do married 
men, and heighten their risk of cancer (5/4 World). As a rule today, divorced women see a decline in their 
standard of living of about 73%. Day-care costs, and the long-term effects on children, are other 
consequences to be considered.

131
  

Divorce is almost always a losing proposition; it wreaks grief, heartache, and havoc upon everyone it 
touches. Before deciding to marry, a couple should understand that getting married is like buying a 
phonograph record: you buy it for what is on one side, but you have to take the flip side as well. Divorce, 
however, is like getting the hole in the middle.  

The answer to divorce, simply put, is marriage. YHWH’s design for men is for them to cleave to their wives. 
Far too many people look upon marriage as an event, when in actuality the wedding is the event and 
marriage is a lifetime accomplishment.  

So, does this mean YHWH prohibits divorce altogether?  
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 George R. Plagenz, “The Orphans of Divorce,” York (PA) Dispatch, 9 July 1986 
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Modern-Day Wedding Vows 

While it is the intent to present a scriptural presentation of marriage, divorce, and remarriage (one that does 
not put Y’shua at odds with YHWH)—it is not the intent to promote divorce. Although YHWH has provided 
for divorce and remarriage, today’s marriage vows cannot be cast aside lightly.  

It is doubtful that today’s wedding vows are the same as in biblical times. Although the father of the 
prospective bride presumably required the prospective husband to declare his intentions and vow to protect 
and provide for his daughter, nuptial vows are nowhere required in the Bible. Exod 19:8 provides the only 
example of marriage vows. Following YHWH’s proposal of marriage to the nation of Israel, the people vowed 
to do all that YHWH had required.  

Nevertheless, today’s wedding vows cannot be flippantly disregarded just because the Bible does not say 
anything specific concerning them. A vow is always a serious matter with YHWH:  

This is the thing which GOD hath commanded. If a man vow a vow unto GOD, or swear an oath to bind his 
soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth. 
(Num 30:1-2)  

When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God 
will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee. But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in 
thee. That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, according as 
thou hast vowed unto the Lord thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth. (Deut 23:21-23)  

When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou 
hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. (Eccl 5:4-5) 

Although these passages describe a vow or an oath made specifically to YHWH or sworn in His name, 
Believers need to remember that every word we say represents our King:  

 whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Yeshua, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him. (Col 3:17) 

If we claim to be Believers, everything we do is done in His name. Everything we do and say represents the 
King whose name we wear and whose ambassadors we are. This particularly applies to marriage vows. 
When a couple recites their vows, they often do so in such way that they are not only covenanting with each 
other, but with YHWH Himself.  

Most couples, today, vow to remain faithful to their spouses in sickness and in health, whether rich or poor, 
and until death parts them. In other words, while it is true that YHWH’s law provides for divorce, most 
wedding vows preclude the possibility.  

Scriptural Divorce 

In Matt 19:4-8, Y’shua declared that it had been YHWH’s design from the beginning for husbands and wives 
to remain together. Does this mean that He hates divorce? Even though it is suspected that YHWH hates the 
consequences of divorce, He still clearly provided for divorce:  

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, 
because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it 
in her hand, and send her out of his house. And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and 
be another man’s wife. (Deut 24:1-2) 

In Psalm 19:7, David declared that YHWH’s law, including Deut 24:1-2, is perfect. And what is perfect 
cannot be sin—no matter how many preachers say or teach otherwise. Because YHWH knew that not 
all men and women would be able to fulfill His plan concerning marriage, He provided the means for a couple 
to end an unwholesome or dangerous relationship.  

Under what conditions did He allow for divorce? Moses wrote that a husband may divorce his wife if she has 
“no favor in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her”. But many preachers and 
commentators insist that Y’shua changed YHWH’s law on divorce because, in the Gospels, Y’shua appears 
to limit divorce to cases of adultery.  

The modern interpretation of Y’shua’s statements in Mark 10; that is, that Y’shua is speaking of divorce—has 
Him declaring the exact opposite of YHWH’s law:  

And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth 
adultery. (Mark 10:11-12) 
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It is doubtful that Christians who do not differentiate between divorce and putting away understand what 
their interpretation implies. If their interpretation is correct, THEN Y’shua would have been a sinner, or at 
the very least He would have been promoting sin. In order for Y’shua to have been our perfect, sinless 
sacrifice, He had to fully keep and accurately teach the Old Covenant Torah. In 1 John 3:4, the Apostle John 
declared: “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.” If Y’shua had 
broken or changed YHWH’s Torah, He would have been a sinner and could not be our Saviour.  

Even if YHWH’s Torah had been changed or abolished under the New Covenant dispensation (as some 
people erroneously teach), Y’shua’s dissertations on divorce in the Gospels were given prior to His death 
and therefore during the Old Covenant dispensation (Heb 9:15-17). Y’shua never refuted YHWH’s laws or 
indicated they would one day be abolished. Instead, He asserted that the Torah was operative for all time:  

Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
(Matt 5:18) 

Not the smallest letter or stroke of YHWH’s law on divorce in Deuteronomy 24 was changed by Y’shua. 
Instead, He perfectly upheld YHWH’s law on divorce and remarriage. We can trace the erroneous 
interpretation of Y’shua’s instructions to two modern mistakes. The first mistake is most Christians’ belief that 
YHWH’s commandments, statutes, and judgments have been abolished and replaced; thus, they seldom 
consult them. The second mistake is the consequence of translation errors in most modern English versions 
of the Bible.

132
  

Divorce and Remarriage 

Deut 24:1-2 stipulates three elements that comprise a lawful divorce:  

1. the husband must write out a certificate of divorce,  
2. he must deliver the certificate to his wife, and  
3. he must put her out of his house and send her away.  

All three elements are required for a divorce to be recognized by YHWH as lawful. A husband is not 
allowed to simply send his wife out into the streets. Putting her away without the divorce certificate that 
lawfully breaks the covenant of marriage does not constitute a lawful divorce. The divorce certificate provides 
her with the evidence that she is a lawfully divorced woman; which, in turn, provides her protection against 
false accusations.  

This is more serious than it may at first appear. If a woman “remarries” or attaches herself to another man 
without this lawful document, she and the man whom she “marries” would be guilty of adultery, a capital 
offense. 

“Divorce” and “Send Her Out” 

The terms “divorce” and “send her out” (also translated “put away”) must be properly differentiated to clear 
up mistaken notions about divorce and remarriage. The Hebrew word, keriythuwth, translated “divorce” in 
Deut 24:1 is found in only two other locations: Isaiah 50:1, which describes YHWH’s future divorce of the 
House of Judah, and Jer 3:8, which describes YHWH’s past divorce of the House of Israel. Keriythuwth, 
translated “divorce,” is a specific term, and in all three instances it is used in conjunction with the term “bill,” 
“writ” or “certificate”.  

On the other hand, the Hebrew word shalach, translated “send her out” or “put away”, is a common term 
used nearly one thousand times in the Old Covenant. While it is true that the term “put away” (the final step 
in the divorce process) is sometimes used to represent divorce, women can and often were put away 
without being divorced.  

Malachi 2 

The Hebrew word for divorce, keriythuwth, is not the word YHWH chose to use in Mal 2:16. Instead, Malachi 
was inspired to use the Hebrew word shalach. Keriythuwth and shalach are not always interchangeable. A 
woman cannot be divorced without being put away, but she can be put away without being divorced. The 
Prophet Malachi was addressing the latter condition:  

you [men of the House of Judah] cover the altar of the LORD with tears ... because He no longer regards 
the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the LORD 

                                                      
132 Although YHWH’s Word is inerrant as inspired in the original manuscripts, there is no such thing as a perfect translation. It is 
important to consult the Hebrew and Greek (the original languages of the Old and New Covenants) whenever possible 
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has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, 
though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. (Mal 2:13-14, NASB) 

Note that the women in this situation were still considered to be wives by covenant with their husbands. They 
had never been lawfully divorced. The New American Standard Bible translates the Hebrew word shalach as 
“divorce”:  

“Take heed then, to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. For I hate 
divorce, says YHWH, the God of Israel....” (Mal 2:15-16, NASB) 

The King James Version correctly translates shalach as “putting away”:  

For the LORD, the God of Israel saith that He hateth putting away ... 

YHWH is not the author of confusion. Because divorce is a lawful dissolution of marriage, it cannot be the 
treachery described in Malachi. If it were, YHWH promoted treachery when He made provisions for divorce 
in Deuteronomy 24. Additionally, YHWH Himself would be guilty of treachery because He divorced His 
wife Israel.  

The treachery committed by those Judahite men was not in divorcing their wives, but rather in putting 
away their wives without the certificate of divorce required in Deuteronomy 24 (something still very 
common in the land of Israel even today). Consequently, these put away (but not divorced) women could 
not seek another husband without committing adultery.  

In their vindictiveness, these husbands were forcing their wives into a deplorable predicament. If one of 
these women “married” or attached herself to another man, she would have been an adulteress and subject 
to stoning; and any man who married her would also have committed adultery. By law, without a certificate of 
divorce, she was still married to her first husband.  

A “put-away” woman would be left to provide for herself, a nearly impossible feat under the conditions of that 
time. No doubt, some women felt they had no choice but to resort to prostitution in order to provide for 
themselves and their children. One can understand why YHWH hated the treachery these hard-hearted men 
committed against their wives. It was for this reason that YHWH provided for lawful divorce:  

The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away 
[divorce] his wife for every cause [as implied in Deuteronomy 24]? And he answered and said unto them, 
Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one 
flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and 
to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put 
away [divorce] your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. (Mat 19:3-8)
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New Covenant Divorce and Remarriage 

Because much of modern Christianity has rejected YHWH’s perfect Torah (Psalm 19:7-9) and because the 
Hebrew words pertaining to this subject have been misunderstood, divorce and remarriage have been 
misconstrued. Mistranslation has also occurred in some key passages in the New Covenant Scriptures.  

Both divorce and remarriage FOR BOTH PARTIES are permitted according to YHWH’s law:  

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, 
because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in 
her hand, and send her out of his house. And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be 
another man’s wife. And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in 
her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife; her 
former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for 
that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance. (Deut 24:1-4)

134
  

                                                      
133 Most people believe Y’shua’s statement that “Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you ... but from the beginning it 
was not so” is specific to the law on divorce, but this is not true. It is instead a principle relative to all biblical law. For example, in 
the beginning, YHWH did not want man to kill others, but because of the hardness of man’s heart, He commanded, “Thou shalt not 
murder” and provided for its corresponding judgment. In the beginning, YHWH did not want man to steal, but because of the hardness 
of man’s heart, He commanded, “Thou shalt not steal”. 
134 In defiance to Deut 24:2-4, certain churches require women who have married a second time to divorce their second husbands and 
return to their first husbands as a part of their repentance in coming to Messiah for salvation. Such antinomian churches are no different 
from churches which perform sodomite weddings. Both are violators of YHWH’s morality, as codified in His Torah 
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Keeping in mind what we have learned from the Old Covenant, let us now see if we can make sense of 
Y’shua’s New Covenant statements regarding this subject.  

As already pointed out, the Hebrew words translated “divorce” and “send her out” in Deuteronomy 24 mean 
two different things. The same is true of the corresponding Greek words in the New Covenant. The Greek 
word for “put away” is apoluo, whereas the Greek word for “divorce” is apostasion. With this in mind, let us 
examine Y’shua’s instructions on divorce and remarriage in Matthew 5 in the New American Standard Bible: 

And it was said [in Deut 24:1], “Whoever divorces [apolusee – puts away] his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of dismissal” [apostasion – divorce – “get” in Hebrew]; but I say to you that everyone who 
divorces [apoluoon – puts away] his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; 
and whoever marries a divorced [apolelumenee – put away] woman commits adultery. (Matt 5:31-32, 
NASB) 

Amazingly, the truth about divorce now all of a sudden surfaces and the unnecessary guilt which many 
carried must simply vanish! The King James Bible rendered these two verses more correctly; its translation 
still leaves something to be desired:  

It hath been said [in Deut 24:1], Whosoever shall put away [apolusee] his wife, let him give her a writing 
of divorcement [apostasion] ... (Matt 5:31) 

In this verse, Y’shua was quoting Deut 24:1, which declares that if a man puts away his wife, he is required 
to give her a certificate of divorce. The King James Version continues:  

but I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away [apoluoon] his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, 
causeth her to commit adultery; and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced [apolelumeneen – put 
away] committeth adultery. (Mat 5:32) 

In the latter part of verse 32, both the New American Standard and King James translators have Y’shua 
declaring that: “whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery”. This cannot be correct because 
Deut 24:1-4 gives a lawfully divorced woman the right to remarry. Either the translators are in error or Y’shua 
is a heretic for having altered YHWH’s Torah.  

The King James and New American Standard translations place Y’shua in conflict with Deuteronomy 24 and 
thus with YHWH Himself. When correctly translated “whosoever shall marry her that is put away committeth 
adultery”, Y’shua’s statement is in perfect harmony with YHWH’s Torah.  

Earlier in Matthew 5, Y’shua declared that He had not come to change the law:  

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. ...Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven ... (Matt 5:17-19) 

Are we to believe that Y’shua is least in the kingdom of heaven? This is what He is if the New American 
Standard and King James versions are correct. When translated and understood correctly, everything He 
taught in Matthew 5, including verses 31-32, is in perfect harmony with YHWH’s laws in the Old Covenant.  

Y’shua simply affirmed that any man who puts away his wife without a writ of divorce (without a lawful 
divorce contract breaking the lawful marriage contract) causes her to commit adultery if she becomes 
another man’s “wife”. The man who “marries” a put-away, but not divorced, woman would also be guilty of 
adultery because without a lawful divorce contract, she would still be another man’s wife.  

The following account from John 4 provides a final witness to the fact that the customary interpretation of 
Matt 5:31-32 is incorrect:  

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. Yeshua 
saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and said, I have no husband. 
Yeshua said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou hast had five husbands; and he 
whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. (John 4:15-18) 

It is often incorrectly deduced from Matthew 5 that if a divorced woman marries another man she, along 
with any man thereafter who takes her for his wife, becomes an adulterer. If this were true, Y’shua 
would have designated only the first man as this woman’s lawful husband and the five other men as 
adulterers.  
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The Exception Clause 

In the New American Standard, the latter part of Matt 5:32 reads: “...  everyone who divorces his wife, except 
for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery ...” However, in Deut 24:1-4, divorce is not limited to 
only cases of unchastity or fornication, nor is this exception clause, as interpreted by modern Christianity,  
found in the law. Deut 24:1-2 permits a man to divorce his wife for no other reason than that she no 
longer has favour in his eyes, and Deut 21:10-14 permits a man to divorce his wife simply because he 
does not “delight in her”. 

When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and YHWH thy God hath delivered them into thine 
hands, and thou hast taken them captive, and seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a 
desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife; then thou shalt bring her home to thine house … 
and after [a month] that thou shalt go in unto her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife. And it 
shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not 
sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her. (Deut 
21:10-14) 

The law found in Deut 22:28-29 that requires a man who defiles a virgin to marry and never divorce her 
proves that unconditional divorce was permitted in other instances.  

This, of course, runs contrary to contemporary teaching that divorce and remarriage are only permitted in 
instances involving marital infidelity—a teaching that cannot be found anywhere in YHWH’s law. 
Moreover, YHWH’s judgment for adultery is death, not divorce (Lev 20:10). This judgment was corroborated 
by Y’shua in John 8, when He instructed witnesses to stone the woman caught in adultery. In the absence of 
any witnesses, He told the woman (also in accordance with the Torah of YHWH) that she could go on her 
way.
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Because divorce is not contingent upon infidelity, Abraham—who kept YHWH’s commandments, statutes, 
and laws (Gen 26:5)—did not hesitate to divorce Hagar (who had not committed adultery) in order to 
preserve peace in his home. In fact, YHWH expressly instructed him to send Hagar away (Gen 21:9-12)!  

“Saving for the Cause of Fornication” 

At first glance, Y’shua’s statement in Matt 5:32—“saving for the cause of fornication”—appear to be in 
conflict with the previous interpretation. But when understood correctly, it, too, fits perfectly with YHWH’s law 
on divorce.  

The New American Standard Bible renders the clause:  

… except for the cause of unchastity … 

The King James Version renders the same clause much better:  

… saving for the cause of fornication ... 

The word “fornication” is translated from the Greek word porneias. The following is a list of acts described by 
the Greek word porneias and the closely related word ekporneusasai:  

• Incest – 1 Cor 5:1  
• Harlotry or prostitution – 1 Cor 6:13-18, 10:8  
• Forbidden lineage and interracial relationships – Heb 12:16
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• Homosexuality – Jude 1:7 

Although not specifically mentioned as porneias in the New Covenant, the following three immoral acts are 
also fornication:  

• Bestiality – Lev 20:15-16  
• “Remarriage” to a divorced wife you divorced after another man has married and divorced her – Deut 

24:1-4 (meaning, you cannot marry your ex after she has married another man and then she divorces 
him again) 

• “Marriage” to a woman unlawfully divorced (put away without a certificate of divorce) – Deut 24:1-2; 
Matt 5:32 (in other words, you get married to a woman that is not legally divorced from her previous 
husband, although they may have been separated for years) 

                                                      
135 For a more thorough explanation of the incident concerning the woman caught in adultery and other related issues, please see 
Addendums in the back 
136 In Heb 12:16, Esau is condemned as a fornicator. His fornication consisted in having married two wives of the forbidden Canaanite 
lineage (Deut 7:1-3; Gen 26:34-35). By extension, the same would apply to cases of miscegenation or interracial relationships. 
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Y’shua in Perfect Concert with YHWH’s Laws 

How do these acts of fornication relate to Y’shua’s declaration in Matt 5:31-32? In Matthew 5, Y’shua was 
not condemning divorce, but rather the putting away of a wife without a bill of divorcement. Matt 5:31-
32 should have been translated as follows. The Greek words and some acts of fornication have been 
inserted for clarification:  

It hath been said [in Deut 24:1], Whosoever shall put away [apolusee] his wife, let him give her a writing of 
divorcement [apostasion]: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away [apoluoon] his wife [without a 
writing of divorcement], saving for the cause of fornication [incest, prostitution, forbidden lineage, and 
interracial relationships], causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is [not 
divorced but only] put away [apolelumeneen], committeth adultery. (Matt 5:31-32) 

Now that makes perfect sense! 

Deut 24:1 forbids a man from putting away his lawful wife without a certificate of divorce. But, a divorce 
certificate is not required if the union is porneias, or fornication. Such relationships are not lawful 
marriages and do not require a divorce certificate.  

YHWH is the author of marriage (Gen 2:18, 21-24), and only He can legitimize a relationship as a marriage. 
The unions listed above are unlawful unions, not lawful marriages. This is why a man can put away these 
porneias partners without having to provide them with a certificate of divorce. In these instances, a bill 
of divorcement is not obligatory because, from YHWH’s perspective, none of these relationships constitute a 
lawful marriage. These unlawful relationships require only repentance and the putting away of the unlawful 
partner – thus the exception clause “saving for the cause of fornication”.  

We find precedent for this in Ezra 9 and 10:  

And Shechaniah … answered and said unto Ezra, We have trespassed against our God, and have taken 
strange wives of the people of the land ... Now therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away 
all the wives, and such as are born of them, according to the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble 
at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law. (Ezra 10:2-3) 

Nowhere in these two chapters is a certificate of divorce required for the Judahites to put away their foreign, 
non-Israelite wives. The following passage provides the reason why a writ of divorcement was unnecessary:  

The people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of 
the lands ... even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those lands .... (Ezra 9:1-2) 

The nations cited with whom the Judahites had intermingled were descended either from Canaanites, 
Moabites, or Ammonites,

137
 lineages with whom YHWH had forbidden the Israelites to intermarry. Those 

relationships were unlawful unions and therefore considered fornication. Hence, in this instance, the Judahite 
men were not required to present the women of Canaanite, Moabite, and Ammonite lineages with certificates 
of divorce.  

In 1 Corinthians 5, the Apostle Paul rebuked the Corinthian Believers for tolerating an incestuous relationship 
that he identified as fornication. In 2 Corinthians 7, he commended them for having dealt with the adulterer 
and helping bring him to repentance. Would a divorce certificate have been required for this man to put away 
his father’s wife? Of course not – he would have only needed to repent and stop cohabiting with her. In other 
words, he needed only to repent and put her away.  

Instead of being at odds with the law of YHWH, Y’shua expounded upon and confirmed that Deut 24:1-4 
is the standard for divorce and remarriage; except in cases of fornication, which only require the putting 
away of an unlawful partner. This interpretation of the exception clause in Matt 5:32 is the only interpretation 
that harmonizes with Deut 24:1-4 and does not put Y’shua in conflict with YHWH.  

Clarity 

Undoubtedly, this study will help eliminate the widespread confusion regarding divorce and remarriage. 
YHWH’s law does not promote divorce and remarriage, but it does permit it.  

                                                      
137 The Perizzites, although not Canaanites, dwelt amongst the Canaanites (Gen 13:7; 15:18-21; 34:30; etc.), and had likely intermarried 
with them. Therefore the Perizzites were counted among those with whom Israel was forbidden to marry. Not all Egyptians (Hamites – 
Psalm 78:51; 105:23, 27; 106:21-22) were forbidden for Israel to intermarry. However, the descendants of Canaan were a forbidden 
lineage of the Hamites; thus the reason for concluding that the Egyptians in Ezra 9:1 must have been Canaanites or that these 
Egyptians had – like the Perizzites – intermarried with the Canaanites 
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The purpose of this study is not to encourage divorce and remarriage, but rather to present them in their 
proper scriptural perspective. Divorce should always be the last resort, the solution only when all else fails 
and reconciliation is impossible. Divorce is usually the lesser of two evils. It is rarely, if ever, a positive 
experience. Nevertheless, in light of YHWH’s law and Y’shua’s validation of that law, divorce and 
remarriage can and must no longer be entirely denounced.  

To conclude, Matt 19:6 says: “So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” The question now lingers: did YHWH really put each and every marriage 
together, or did the bulk of couples marry in the flesh without YHWH’s consent at all? Did every couple really 
seek YHWH’s face as to whether this is the correct person to be married to? You answer these questions … 
(You need to view 1 Cor 7:25 and 39 to get to the conclusion on divorce). 

Matt 19:17 
And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments. 

Many attempts have been made to explain away Y’shua's direct answer. He did not say "accept me into 
your heart" or some similar statement. He made it clear that obedience to Torah was THE key. However, 
we know from both the TaNaCh and the Brit Hadassah that one cannot "earn" their way into heaven by 
keeping the commandments outside of faith. YHWH wants us to put our entire trust in Him first, then to learn 
and walk in His ways. The two are inseparable. 

The Torah of YHWH is: 

Man's Duty: We live in a world in which the Torah of the Most High is given little or no attention. Sad to say, 
even in the churches, YHWH's Torah is considered by many to be obsolete and a veritable burden and of 
little practical use to the new-covenant Believer. Is this conclusion the Truth? And if so, does the Bible teach 
it? Listen to these words of wisdom by two of the wisest men that ever walked this earth (Solomon son of 
David and Y’shua Son of YHWH): 

Solomon in Eccl 12:13: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 

Y’shua in Matt 19:16-17: “And behold one came and said unto him, 'Good Master, what good thing shall I 
do, that I may have eternal life?' And he said unto him. 'Why callest thou me good? There is none good but 
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” 

In view of such statements let all beware of classifying the Almighty's Torah as being obsolete. 

The Greatest Commandment: Yes the commandments are important no matter what people may say, and 
some commandments are more important than others. In Matt 22:36-39 we discover this fact. 

Question: Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 

Answer: Jesus said unto him: 

• Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment.  

• And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 

Let us examine those two important words 'fear' (Solomon) and 'love' (Y’shua) as used in these passages of 
Scripture. 

Fear for YHWH: English 'fear': an unpleasant emotion caused by the nearness of danger or expectation of 
pain, or the reverence or awe felt for YHWH. Hebrew for fear is 'yare': to fear, revere, be afraid, stand in awe 
of, honour, respect. Greek for fear is 'phobos': fear, dread, terror; or reverence for one's husband. 

When used in connection with man's duty to YHWH, the word 'fear' means primarily to 'hold YHWH in 
reverential awe'; to consider Him so great a person that His will must be placed above one's own. To fear 
YHWH means to be afraid to the extent of abandoning one's own wishes in favour of His - to walk in His 
ways. It is an expression, which begins with holy awe, progresses to respectful admiration and matures to 
reverential love and worship. And mature love always manifests itself in willing obedience. This process 
begins a chain of benefits. 

• Wisdom: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and a good understanding have they 
that do His commandments." (Psalm 111:10)  

• Fountain of Life: “In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place 
of refuge. The fear of the Lord a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death." (Prov 14:26-
27) 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

56 
 

• “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble therewith." Prov 15:16 

• “The fear of the Lord tendeth to life: and he that hath it abide satisfied; he shall not be visited 
with evil."  (Prov 19:23) 

Love for YHWH thy God: The word 'love' is probably the most misunderstood word in the English 
language. It means different things to different people. Just say the word 'love' and into a dozen minds will 
spring a dozen different ideas. Your concept of the word 'love' will be somewhat different to others. In view of 
these differences of opinion, how can we express our 'love' to YHWH? What do we have to do? How can we 
be sure that our love is the type of love the Most High is calling for? The Messiah answers these difficult 
questions for us in these words. 

John 14:15, 21, 24: 

“If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

“He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me ...”  

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which sent me.”  

We see here that obedience is proof of love; and disobedience is proof that love is absent. Obedience is, 
in fact, faith and love in action. The Bible says that obedience is better than praise or sacrifice and that in 
the courts of heaven is the most acceptable testimony a believer can give. 

“And Samuel said: Hath the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams.” (1 Sam 
15:22) 

In the final analysis, we will all be judged; not by how much we possess, not by how much we know or 
understand or even by how much we praise YHWH; but by whether we obey Him or not. And though we are 
not justified (cleared of past sins) by the deeds of obedience, (for justification comes through faith in 
Y’shua) we are nevertheless evaluated, graded and rewarded according to the deeds done in this life. 

“... God who will render to every man according to his deeds.” (Rom 2:6) 

How are we to obey? 

Question: To what extent is obedience expected of us?  

Answer: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind and soul.”  

This is not just a New Covenant concept or command. It is old, and it was, and still is, possible to keep—as 
the following examples prove: 

“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might.”  (Deut 6:5) 

“I have prepared with all my might …” (1 Chron 29:2) 

“And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his might ...”(2 Kings 
23:25) 

Notice how YHWH wants the whole individual—not to become a slave-like robot incapable of individual 
thought that mechanically does what he is told. YHWH wants His followers to respect, love and obey Him 
with heart and soul. That, according to King Solomon, is the whole duty of mankind: and, as the Saviour said, 
was the entrance to life. 

In Conclusion 

• The wisest men in both the Older and Newer Covenants (Solomon and Y’shua) urge obedience to 
YHWH’s Torah as a duty and as evidence of living faith and true love. 

• Reverential awe of the Most High brings in its train: wisdom, confidence and safety. Obedience is in 
itself a Fountain of Life. 

• Obedience is love in action. It is proof of living faith and is far better than sacrifice or praise. 

• Believers are invited to love YHWH, which means to obey Him with total commitment - with everything 
we've got—with all our physical, mental and spiritual powers. It is possible as the examples quoted 
prove. 

 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

57 
 

Matt 22:24   

Saying, Master, Moses said, if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and raise up 
seed unto his brother. 

The Sadducees are referring to the instructions from the Torah of Levirate marriage (Deut 25:5-10), which 
say that a man should marry his brother's widow in order to care for her and her children. 

Matt 22:36, 38, 40   

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?  

38 This is the first and great commandment. 

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  

Y’shua is quoting from the Shema (Deut 6:4), the fundamental "Statement of Faith" of Judaism. Note the 
means which YHWH gives for how we are to love Him, as found in the verses surrounding Shema. Love for 
YHWH is not based on emotions, but on following His Torah: 

What is the Shema? 

“And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord:” (Mark 12:29) 

When Y’shua was asked by one of the Scribes; “which is the first commandment of all?” (Mark 12:28), He 
answered in what might be considered a rather unusual way. Y’shua did not begin by repeating the first of 
the Ten Commandments, “I am the LORD your God, ... you shall have no other gods before Me.” (Exod 
20:2-3). He did not begin by telling the Scribe to “... love your neighbor as yourself”. He began with what 
every Jewish person of that day recognised as the Shema (Sheh-mah’), and still believes today. 

The Shema is not a prayer—it is a Statement of Faith. It is the core of Jewish belief. Every faithful Jew 
desires to die with the Shema on his lips. Except for the second sentence, the entire Shema is taken directly 
from Scripture. It is common for the Shema to be sung rather than recited or read. 

The Hebrew word Shema means “to hear intelligently”. Shema is the very first word found in this great 
Statement of Faith, and it is quoted directly from Deut 6:4. It is common practice for Hebrew Scriptures to be 
named by the first word of the passage or Book. In Hebrew, the Shema is said in the following manner: 
“Shema Yisrael, YHWH eloheinu, YHWH echad.” (The translation is: Hear, O Israel, YHWH our God, YHWH 
is one.) Thus, the title for this statement of faith is simply “Shema”. 

Why would Y’shua respond to a direct question about the ‘first commandment of all’ with a Jewish statement 
of faith? Because it is not just a ‘Jewish’ statement of faith. Rather, it is intended to be the statement of faith 
for all those who believe in YHWH—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Since Y’shua was born into a 
traditional Jewish home, He too was a human descendant of those great patriarchs and a follower of their 
one true YHWH. Once again, please remember that Y’shua Himself was Jewish. He had a Jewish mother 
and stepfather, and lived as a Jewish citizen in the Jewish area of Galilee. Although He did speak out 
strongly against some of the legalistic traditions of the Jews, Y’shua was fully observant of those traditions 
which truly had their roots in the Scriptures and did not contradict the commandments of YHWH. In that 
respect, Y’shua was the teacher of the true religion which YHWH had revealed to the children of Israel after 
He brought them out of the land of Egypt, and which had become corrupted by the traditions of men. 

However, to say that Y’shua followed none of the customs and traditions of the Jews is just as incorrect as to 
say that He observed them all. One major task for Believers today is to discern, through study, which of 
those practices are truly Biblical and which are the ‘traditions of men’. Be careful not to throw out the baby 
with the bath water! 

An Ancient Practice 

The practice of reciting the Shema goes back to the time of the Temple service. Each day in the Temple, part 
of the opening day’s ritual included the recitation by the priests of the Ten Commandments and the Shema. 
All three paragraphs of the Shema were recited aloud by the priests following the daily morning offering. The 
worshippers assembling at the Temple did not recite the Shema itself but responded only to the first 
sentence with: 

“Baruch shem k’vod malkhuto l’olam va-ed.” 
(Blessed is the name of His Glorious Majesty King of the Universe forever and ever.) 
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After the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70, the reciting of the Shema was brought into the synagogue as a 
part of the worship service. At first, the Ten Commandments were also included in the service; however, later 
on the reading of the Ten Commandments was removed from the synagogue. This was done because the 
Christians had adopted them as a part of their worship, with some Gentile Believers claiming they were the 
only commandments from the Torah that still had relevance and needed to be obeyed. 

It must be remembered that many of the customs that have become traditions in both modern Christianity 
and modern Rabbinic Judaism are a result of each group not wanting to be associated in any way, shape or 
form with the other. Therefore, it behooves us to discard all of those past prejudices and look to the 
Scriptures (made more understandable through knowledge of the historical customs of both parties) as the 
final source of true religion and worship. 

The Shema Text 

The Shema can be recited in either a short form or a long form. The short form is as follows: 

“Hear, O Israel, YHWH our God, YHWH is One. 
Blessed is the name of His Glorious Majesty forever and ever.”  

The first sentence of the Shema is a direct quote from Deut 6:4. The second sentence is not a direct quote of 
any Scripture; however, it does bear a very close resemblance to Psalm 72:19a: “And blessed be His 
glorious name forever!” According to Jewish tradition, the second sentence was written by the patriarch 
Ya’akov (Jacob); however, Moshe did not include it in the Scriptures. 

In the Jewish prayer book (commonly called the siddur = sid-dooer), the Shema is preceded by three 
Hebrew words; El melekh ne’eman, which is translated ‘God, Faithful King.’ The first letters of these three 
Hebrew words spell the Hebrew word amein (ah-main’), which means: “firm, faithful, truly, verily”—and is 
used as a confirmation that one agrees with what has just been stated. The full or long form of the Shema is 
as follows: 

“Hear, O Israel YHWH our God, YHWH is one!  
Blessed is the Name of His Glorious Majesty forever and ever.  

“You shall love YHWH your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might. 

“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart; you shall teach them diligently 
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when 

you lie down, 

and when you rise up. 

“You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

“You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
(Deut 6:4-9, also in Deut 11:13-21 and Num 15:37-41) 

The Message of the Shema 

The Oneness of YHWH 

The first and foremost understanding that one should receive from this beautiful Statement of Faith is that 
YHWH is our God and that YHWH is one. Today, western society is very familiar with the concept of 
monotheism, that there is only one God who is the Creator of all things. In Moses’ day, this was a highly 
unusual concept, for the pagan religions had whole pantheons of gods and goddesses. For the Israelites to 
come along and worship only one YHWH was, in the opinion of the pagans, a very foolish thing to do. What if 
that God was unable to effect a desired change for the worshipper? They thought it far better to have a 
whole lot of gods and goddesses so one could call on the appropriate one to intervene in a particular 
situation. Then when the pagans learned that the Israelites were not allowed to make any kind of image of 
their God, they really thought it was outrageous. 

The First Century Greeks, being more highly educated than many of their neighbours, did perceive that the 
universe needed some kind of “first cause”, some god or power that was the creator and ruler of all the other 
lesser gods and goddesses. Some called this being the “Unknown God”. 

“Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto 
you. God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one 
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blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, 
and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” (Acts 
17:22-31 – Emphasis added by the researcher) 

This “Unknown God” that Paul proclaimed to the Greeks, was the God of the Israelite patriarchs. He was not 
a multitude of gods; rather He was One God. He was not a god that warred with others of equal rank, He 
was the Creator of all things and therefore above all things. Now, Paul proclaimed that, that great God had 
sent His only begotten Son (the Man) to die for the sins of the world and be resurrected from the dead, and 
now Father and Son are united as one. This is exactly what Y’shua meant when He said “I and My Father 
are one”. (John 10:30). 

The Hebrew word translated ‘one’ in the Shema, is ‘echad’ (ekh-hahd’). Space does not permit a full 
exploration of this word; however, a brief reference is appropriate here: 
 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become 
one (echad) flesh.” (Gen 2:24) 

This passage contains the very first use of the word echad in a context that does not denote a single item. 
Rather, the context makes it apparent that the Hebrew language allows echad to be used to proclaim a unity 
of at least two things as well as a single item. 

Love YHWH 

The second positive declaration of the Shema is that a true believer is to love YHWH. Y’shua confirmed this 
when He quoted the Shema to the scribe: 

“And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The first 
of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this 
is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:28-30) 

Believers are to have a deep, abiding love for YHWH that surpasses their love for anyone or anything else. 
YHWH must be put first and foremost in all things. But just how does one express their love for YHWH? Is it 
by saying, “I love you, Lord”? Certainly there is nothing wrong with saying those particular words. In fact, if 
you have never actually said them, you have missed a wonderful part of your relationship with your Father in 
heaven. However, the Torah is a book of instructions, so surely YHWH must have instructed His children of 
the proper way in which to express their love for Him. 

The text from the Shema says that YHWH’s people are to love Him with all of their heart, soul and might. 
Y’shua expands this instruction slightly by telling us to love YHWH with all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. 

• Heart. The heart is the seat of all feelings and emotions. Therefore, one is to feel their love for YHWH 
deeply, in an emotionally meaningful and righteous way. 

• Soul. Scripture teaches that the soul is really life itself. Man is a living soul (Gen 2:7), and the soul that 
sins will die (Ezek 18:4, 20). Therefore, man is to love YHWH with his entire living self. This may 
include (but is not limited to) his manner of speech and dress, and form of worship. 

• Mind. One’s mind must be filled with an attitude of love toward YHWH. One way to do this is to spend 
as much time as possible learning about the things of YHWH. Knowledge is a powerful tool in helping 
to develop a relationship with the Father, if it is used in a proper manner. However, knowledge for the 
sake of knowledge puffs up. Knowledge for the sake of developing a right relationship with YHWH 
edifies. 

• Strength. All of one’s actions must be directed toward YHWH and His way of life. Man is to serve 
YHWH with all of his being, and all of his strength. 
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Man’s love for YHWH must be absolutely unconditional. We must learn to love YHWH so much that our love 
continues through both good times and bad, in times of great blessings as well as times of great suffering. 
Love is characterised by one great quality—the willingness of a person to sacrifice for the good of another. In 
terms of loving YHWH, this manifests itself through one’s willingness to sanctify the name of YHWH no 
matter what the cost. Never forget that many early Believers, as well as many non-believing Jews, have 
gone to early graves because of their unwillingness to desecrate the name of YHWH before those who would 
require them to do so. 

Teaching Others 

The third great principle taught by the Shema is that one is to teach the ways of YHWH to others. We must 
do everything in our power to show YHWH beloved, just and righteous in the sight of others, whether they 
are Believers or not. 

This begins with the teaching of our own children. The Word of YHWH needs to be so intimately bound up in 
everyday life that we just cannot help but discuss these things with other people. Many of us do not have 
children, or our children are grown up. But all of us have contact with other people, whether within the Body 
of Messiah or without. If called upon, would you be able to teach the ways of YHWH to others? 

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a 
good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed 
that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.” (1 Peter 3:15-16) 

Are you ready to be a teacher? If not, why not? If you are new in the Faith, that is understandable; but if you 
have been in the faith for a long while, isn’t it time that you helped others to come to a correct knowledge of 
their Saviour? 

“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again 
which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of 
milk, and not of strong meat.” (Heb 5:12) 

The command to teach does not give a person license to go around teaching their pet theories. People, 
especially those new to the Faith, need to see and learn by loving examples and right application of the 
principles found in the instruction Book of YHWH, the Torah. 

YHWH’s Blessings 

The second paragraph of the Shema promises the blessings that will flow from YHWH as a result of 
obedience. Remember that obedience is the result that should be evident in a Believer’s life, upon the 
receipt of the earnest payment of the Ruach HaKodesh (Divine Spirit), given to those who believe and are 
walking the path called salvation. It is not the other way around; salvation does not come as a result of 
obedience. However, there are positive results that will accumulate to the Believer who chooses to obey 
YHWH rather than the traditions of men. There are also negative results that will accumulate to those who 
choose to disobey YHWH’s instructions. This is the Biblical principle of reward and punishment. 

Reminders 

The last principle taught by the Shema is that it is good to have physical reminders around us to help us 
stay on the straight path. 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” (Matt 7:13-14) 

Believers are still physical people with physical attractions. It is possible for someone who has dedicated the 
entirety of their adult life in the service of YHWH, to find themselves in a seriously compromising situation. 
Under such circumstances, a physical reminder could possibly be the trigger that awakens them to an 
approaching sin and thereby aids them to stand firm in the way that leads to life. It is the same as hanging a 
big Bible around your neck. 

A Righteous Addition 

When Y’shua answered the scribe, He stated the first line of the Shema (YHWH is one) and the first principle 
of the Shema (to love YHWH). Then He amplified the instruction to teach others into a much greater and 
broader principle. 
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“And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31) 

However, this great principle also comes directly out of the Torah, the instruction Book from YHWH. You 
will find it at the very end of a rather lengthy list of instructions concerning how to treat other people. 

“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.” (Lev 19:18) 

One cannot truly love YHWH unless they first learn how to love their neighbour. 

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he 
who loveth God love his brother also.” (1 John 4:20-21) 

This is the final test as to whether one truly loves YHWH or if he is just paying lip service to Him. It is easy to 
love YHWH when one’s life is going along fairly well, but it is very difficult to love one’s brother in a total and 
consistent manner. 

The Shema Today 

Does the Shema have relevance in the lives of Believers today? Is it appropriate for us to recite or sing the 
Shema? Why not just read it each morning silently? Or, better yet, why not just meditate on it? For as the 
scripture says: 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2) 

These are valid questions that need to be answered by each and every Believer. One problem here 
concerns a correct understanding of the word ‘meditate’. The current concept of that word is to sit quietly and 
listen to one’s inner thoughts or to think deeply upon some subject, idea or emotion. However, this is not the 
meaning of the Hebrew word hagah (hah-gah’). Hagah means to murmur, to mutter, to growl. Biblical 
meditation is a very active response to the Scriptures. It means to recite a passage, to pray in a low voice, 
or to muse upon the meaning of the Scripture to one’s self. Singing or reciting the Shema is an example of 
this type of ‘meditation’. 

It is interesting to note that modern psychology has determined that if a person reads a passage aloud, even 
if it is in a very quiet voice, the chances of retaining and acting upon what was read is ten times greater than 
if they merely read the words. Apparently the physical act of moving ones lips causes a profound difference 
in the depth of understanding that takes place. 

Now, one should not jump into singing the Shema just because the Jews do it, even though Y’shua was a 
Jew. On the other hand, neither should one refuse to do something just because the Jews make a practice 
of it. 

There are two extreme ways of looking at this dilemma. The first involves the ‘spiritualising’ approach. It is 
easy to look at the passages of the Shema and say; “Well, these are broad spiritual principles. Therefore, I 
need to develop a proper sense of these principles and incorporate them into my life, but I do not need to be 
concerned with the details”. 

The second approach is the “detail method”. Here is the person who learns all of the traditions that are a part 
of the Shema and then scrupulously incorporates them into a lifestyle, but misses the broad principle. 

There are dangers in both approaches. The first says that physical reminders and daily remembrances of the 
Shema (in this case) are not really important. But will this individual really remember the instructions of 
YHWH at a crucial time in his life, if he has not reminded himself and his family of them each and every day, 
by both speaking them and seeing symbols that remind him of them? 

 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God. (Psalm 
50:22-23) 

The second approach runs the risk of becoming so involved in the doing of the ritual that the person forgets 
to obey the very commands they are making all this effort to remember. This would be like one who failed to 
respond to a car accident in front of their home because it was time to recite the Shema. 
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Man is a ditch-laden being. He tends to go to extremes, from one ditch to the other. Somewhere in between 
lays the true path. Yes, the great principles concerning loving YHWH, teaching our children (and 
others) to obey the Torah, and loving our neighbours are the real goals that YHWH wants His people 
to achieve. But it is not wrong (in fact, it may be a great aid in achieving those goals) to have some physical 
reminders around so that we never forget what it is that YHWH wants us to do. 

What is wrong with writing something on our doorposts to remind us each time we enter that our home is 
dedicated to YHWH and His way of life? What is wrong with carrying something on our person that causes 
us to have the Torah of YHWH always in our mind and heart? Just do not let the method become a 
replacement for the desired end result, and do not allow your person to become a vehicle for pagan symbols. 

There is much prayer and study that needs to be done concerning these issues. Our instruction book is the 
Holy Scriptures. Each individual Believer needs go before YHWH with a sincere spirit and ask Him to show 
them what is fitting and proper for them in this age. Only then will we “grow in grace and knowledge”. 

 
Matt 23:2, 23   
2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone.  

Most Christians do not have a clue what ‘Moses’ seat’ is. They read into the Scripture that this is referred to 
that the Scribes and Pharisees are following the Law of Moses. In fact, Y’shua is actually telling them the 
opposite, understanding it from a Hebrew perspective. Secondly, many assume that you do not have to 
follow the law here. It is only necessary to have “judgment, mercy, and faith”. Do away with the rest, do away 
with the Law (Torah), and mercy and grace is now sufficient for all that is needed. 

It can be put in another way: it would appear that Y’shua is telling the people to obey the Pharisees, while at 
the same time telling them not to follow them. In order to understand this passage, it is important to recall 
that much of Y’shua's criticism of the Pharisees was because they taught commandments of men that 
made void the commandments of YHWH (Matt 15:13). Hence, the problem is not with the Pharisees 
teaching Torah, but with anything that contradicts Torah. 

The human ordinances of the Pharisees placed emphasis on outward observance and not on what would 
change the inner man (verses 24-28). Y’shua considered these teachings to be as "leaven" (Matt 16:11-12), 
which if left unchallenged, would corrupt all the people. 

Certain manuscripts of the Hebrew Shem Tov book of Matthew offer a different translation to this section, 
making a distinction between what Moses said and what the Pharisees taught: 

“Upon the seat of Moses the Pharisees and Sages sit, and now, all which he (Moses) will say unto you - 
keep and do; but their ordinances and deeds do not do, because they say and do not.” There are several 
versions of the Shem Tov. The majority follows the common interpretation of "they" in this verse, but two 
manuscripts have the singular "he". 

The key thing to note here is that even though the Pharisees were teaching Torah, they were also promoting 
lawlessness; since their teachings was not based on a humble faith in YHWH but in self-righteousness that 
misused the Torah and often negated it. 

Y’shua and the Torah 

As seen, Torah is not a matter of laws and commandments, but rather instructions from YHWH to man for 
living a life of blessing and joy. It was also explained that the Rabbis acknowledge two Torahs – one written 
and one oral. In this section, we look at a series of areas dealing with Y’shua’s observance of the Oral Torah. 

Y’shua apparently attached some importance to the Oral Torah, which was not written in his day; and it 
seems He considered it to be authoritative. Examples of this are the keeping of Chanukah

138
 (John 10:22-23) 

and keeping the ‘Rabbinical Passover Seder meal’
139

 (Matt 26:17-19), which was held twenty-four hours 
before the real ‘15

th
 of Nissan Passover Seder meal’. This Rabbinical meal later became the Covenant Meal 

that is also known as the Last Supper which must not be confused with the Passover Seder meal.  

Matt 28:20   
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

                                                      
138 Feast of Dedication also known as the Feast of Lights 
139 http://doig.net/NTC21.htm 
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Y’shua says in verse 19 to baptise “in the name of ..." This means, “in the authority of" the person, place or 
thing being referred to. The same ‘authority’ that has been explained in previous verses, verses 8-18. 

Note that there is also a significant change of "direction" with verse 19, regarding the offer of salvation. Here 
we have Y’shua telling His disciples to go out to the nations (goyim), not just the children of Israel (compare 
to His words in Matt 10:6, where He told them not to go to the nations). Something significant and deeply 
mystical happened with the death of Messiah, which enabled the Gospel to go out to the non-Jewish world. 

The “Trinity” Teaching 

This verse is often used to teach the Christian "Trinity"—a concept contradictory to a Hebrew understanding 
of the Scriptures, as Christianity limits YHWH to three forms only. According to Hebrew understanding, 
YHWH does indeed emanate in the forms of Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh). He is also as 
the Shekinah, Kingdom, the "voice of YHWH", the "face of YHWH", Tzaddik ("Righteous One"), New 
Jerusalem, the Bat Kol (voice from heaven), Wisdom, Understanding, Mercy, Judgment, Prophecy, etc, etc. 

It is often overlooked, that YHWH is also revealed in some distinctly "feminine" forms. These include the 
Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit), Shekinah, Kingdom and "New Jerusalem" (which is also called, “Jerusalem 
above" and referred to as our “mother" in Gal 4:26) and Bat Kol (literally, "daughter of the voice”). All of these 
terms are feminine in the Hebrew—grammatically, and at a deeper level theologically. We even see Y’shua 
speaking of Himself in "female" terms in Matt 23:37. Recall that we are made in YHWH's image and that 
image is both male and female (Gen 1:27). 

It is extremely uncomfortable for a Christian to come to grips with the Hebrew understanding of Scriptures 
that YHWH is not limited to three parts of a "trinity", nor are any of these emanations solely a distinct 
"person" (i.e., "God the Father", "God the Son", "God the Holy Spirit"), as YHWH is One. Such doctrines are 
attempts to put "God in a box" as many people do not consider themselves to have strong faith unless 
everything is "black and white" and they have a "tidy answer" for anyone that asks them to explain their faith. 
Judaism recognizes that YHWH is a bit more complex than we often "wish" Him to be. He reveals Himself in 
His Torah, and that Torah is infinite. 

Once again, we see that the Torah is for everyone, Jew and Gentile – what He "commands" is obedience to 
the Word of YHWH. 

His Kingdom 

The Hebrew Scriptures 

“I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.” (Psalm 2:7-9) 

“The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
(Psalm 110:1) 

The Rabbinic Writings 

“Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the son of David (May he reveal 
himself speedily in our days!), "Ask of me anything, and I will give it to thee", as it is said, I will tell of the 
decree etc. this day have I begotten thee, ask of me and I will give the nations for thy inheritance.”

140
  

The New Covenant 

“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. And 
when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.” (Matt 28:16-20) 

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye 
now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto 

                                                      
140 Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a 
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my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” (Acts 2:32-36) 

Y’shua was resurrected a Jew 

Y’shua the risen Jew told His Jewish disciples to go out and teach all the Gentiles (Matt 28:19, Strong’s             
#
1484). 

Then, after eating, talking and walking with His disciples, Y’shua, “lifted up His hands and blessed them"                
(Luke 24:50). What blessing is spoken with lifted hands? The Aaronic Benediction (Num 6:24-26) is given in 
Synagogues and in Churches even to our day, and in the Synagogues it is still given as it was more than a 
thousand years before the resurrected Jew Y’shua gave it—with lifted hands. In fact, another name for the 
Aaronic Benediction is "The Lifting up of Hands".

141
  

Rav Sha'ul (Rabbi Paul) also tells us that while he was on the road to Damascus, Y’shua spoke to him from 
heaven in Hebrew (Acts 26:14). Sha'ul, a Jew who was born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:27-28), was fluent in 
Greek (Acts 21:37) and possibly many other languages—but Y’shua spoke to him in Hebrew, the language 
of the Jews. 

MARK 

Mark 1:44   
And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer 
for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

What ‘Moses commanded’ refers to the Torah of YHWH, which was written by Moses in the first five Books 
in the TaNaCh. ‘See thou say nothing to any man’ has already been discussed in Matt 8:4. 

Mark 7:7-10   
7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: 
and many other such like things ye do. 
9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the 
death: 

Same explanation as with Matt 15:3, 6 and 9.   

Mark 10:3-4, 19 
3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? 
4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 
19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 

Same explanation as with Matt 19:7-8 concerning the divorce and what the Torah commanded. 

Mark 12:19 
Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children 
that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 

Moses’ writing is captured in Deut 25:5, “If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, 
the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto 
her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother unto her.”  

This means she must not marry a Gentile or a proselyte in the gate, or any Israelite that was not of her 
husband's family: she must not marry out of the family. That is, she was refused by all—the design of the 
Torah being to secure inheritances in the Jewish community. 

Mark 12:26, 28-31 
26 And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God 
spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 
28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

                                                      
141 Sketches of Jewish Social Life in the Days of Christ. Ch.XVII. A. Edersheim. Eerdmans pub 
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29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord: 
30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. 

Same explanation as with Matt 22:36, 38, 40.   

LUKE 

Luke 1:6 
And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless. 

An assumption is made that Zechariah and Elisabeth walked in the general teachings of the Bible, and not 
specifically in the Torah of YHWH as given to Moshe.  

• Commandment is mitzvah מצוה in Hebrew and means: “a command, whether human or divine 

(collectively the Law): (which was) commanded (-ment), law, ordinance, precept.”
142

 

• Ordinances is חק choq in Hebrew and means: “an enactment; hence an appointment (of time, space, 

quantity, labor or usage): appointed, bound, commandment, convenient, custom, decree (-d), due, 
law, measure, X necessary, ordinance (-nary), portion, set time, statute, task.”

143
 

This, then, means that Yochanan’s (John the Baptist’s) father and mother strictly lived according to the 
Torah, because they walked “in all the mitsvot and choq of the Torah blamelessly”. This verse does not 
mean that Zacharias and Elizabeth were absolutely perfect, but they were in perfect obedience to the 613 
commandments of the Torah. 

Luke 2:22-24, 27 and 39   
22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought 
him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;  
23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord;)  
24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons.  
27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
after the custom of the law,  
39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own city Nazareth.  

The phrase "law of Moses'' is used in six places in the New Covenant—here in Luke 2:22, then in Luke 
24:44; John 7:22-23; Acts 28:23; 1 Cor 9:9; and Heb 10:28. 

In these passages in Luke 2:22-24, 27 and 39, two ceremonies according to the Torah had to be performed: 

1. This was Miriam’s (Mary’s) purification ceremony. The mother was reckoned “unclean” after giving birth 
and needed to be "purified". 

2. The other is the ceremony Pidyon HaBen (Redemption of the Firstborn), to “present Him to the Lord”. 

First of all, Miriam had to comply with the commandment of “separation” (Positive Law 100 - Lev 12:2 - on 
Tumah of a woman after childbirth), as well as to the time of her “purification”. For that, we need to study 
Lev 12:1-8 first: 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have 
conceived seed, and born a man-child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of 
the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin 
shall be circumcised. And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days 
(33 days); she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her 
purifying be fulfilled. And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she 
shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin 

                                                      
142 Strongs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries – word H6680 
143 Strongs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries – word H2710 
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offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest: Who (the priest) shall offer 
it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her 
blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female. And if she be not able to bring a lamb, 
then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other 
for a sin offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean”. 

From Lev 12 and the verses in Luke 2 we can formalize the following table of events: 
 

Day 
Zero 

Start of 
Succoth 
the 15

th
 

of Tishri 

 
 
 

To the end 
of Succoth        
- Miriam       
7 days 
unclean, 
(including 

day of birth) 

Day 8  
 

On Simchat 

Torah                        
- Y’shua’s       
Brit-milah 

(circumcision) 

 
 
 

Miriam 
continued in 

her 
purifying for 
another        
33 days  

Day 40  
 

Miriam brought a pair of 
turtledoves, and two 
young pigeons for the 
burnt offering and a sin 
offering to the priest 
unto the door of the 

Temple in Jerusalem to 
end her purification  

Later on day 40 
 

Then after the 
sacrifice when Miriam 

was pure they 
present Him to the 

Lord                           
– Y’shua’s         

Pidyon HaBen 
(Redemption of the 

Firstborn). 
Y’shua’s 
birth 

Miriam’s 7 
days  of 

separation – 
not allowed 
into Temple 

Not 
performed in 
Temple but in 
Bethlehem 

Miriam’s not 
allowed into 
Temple 

during this 
period 

Miriam’s still not allowed 
into Temple until 

sacrifice was completed 

Miriam now  allowed 
into Temple 

Summary 

Immediately after birth, a woman is considered niddah
144

 and must remain sexually separated from her 
husband for a period of seven days after the birth of a male child and fourteen days after the birth of a 
female child (Lev 12:2) This separation is the same as the regular monthly niddah separation. In the days of 
the Temple, when considerations of ritual purity were more important, a woman was considered partially 
impure for an additional period of thirty three days after the birth of a male child and sixty six days after the 
birth of a female child. No reason is stated why the period is longer for a female child than for a male child; 
however, one resource emphasizes that a female child is not more defiling than a male child, because the 
method of purification at the end of this period is the same for both genders. 

The firstborn son can be redeemed from thirty-one days from the day of his Brit Milah (circumcision). That is, 
any time after a normal Jewish month period (some Jewish months are 29 days and others are 30 days). 

Ordinarily, the ritual is performed on the thirty first day from Brith Milah; this then means when the child 
reaches the age of forty days. However, the ritual cannot be performed on Shabbat because it involves the 
exchange of money. This procedure is commanded at Num 18:15-16. 

The separation period for a boy is “seven days” and verse 22 of Luke chapter 2 says that “after her days of 
purification”, which is thirty-three days and altogether totals forty days. This then means the Pidyon HaBen 
(Redemption of the Firstborn) ceremony only took place after Miriam’s purification period. This was when 
Miriam and Yoseph (Joseph) brought Y’shua to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord in the Temple – seen 
from verse 25 on. 

Many read into the Scriptures that the Pidyon HaBen (Redemption of the Firstborn) of Y’shua was after 
Miriam’s seven days “separation” period, immediately after Y’shua’s Brit Milah (circumcision on eighth day). 
Many scholars assume that this took place on the ninth day or soon thereafter. It is not so, it could only take 
place after a full forty days from the date of birth, which is displayed in the table above and explained in more 
detail in the verses to follow. 

But more importantly, Miriam and Yoseph had to go to the Temple for both events—the “purification” as well 
as for the “redemption” ceremonies. Once again, strong evidence is given that both Yoseph and Miriam were 
                                                      
144 As defined in the Torah, the term niddah refers to a woman during menstruation. The laws of niddah appear in the Torah twice. Lev 
15:19 and Lev states: "A woman who has a flow of blood in her body shall be a "niddah" for seven days, and all who touch her shall be 
ritually impure until sundown." Lev 18:19 states: "A woman in the ritually impure state of niddah, you shall not approach for sexual 
relations". The first verse refers to the laws of ritual impurity (tumah v'taharah), most of which are no longer observed today. The second 
verse, however, appears in the list of the most severely forbidden sexual relationships—such as adultery and incest—which like all the 
laws of issur v'heter (halachic permissibility) remain in full force to this day. Indeed, a woman in a state of niddah, even today, must not 
only refrain from intercourse (as stated in the verse), but from all physical contact with her husband. 
http://www.yoatzot.org/article.php?id=17 
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righteous people, as shown by their obedience to the Torah (commandments) of the Mosaic Law. Y’shua 
was indeed being brought up by two people who were spiritual, righteous and obedient to the Law of Moses. 
Y’shua had been rooted deep into the Mosaic Law from birth. 

“As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord;”

145
 Notice that the “law of the Lord” is mentioned here, but it is called the “law of Moses” in verse 22. 

This demonstrates that the Jews believe, rightfully so, that YHWH spoke through Moshe and gave him His 
Torah. The two terms are interchangeable. 

This verse says every male child born from the mother is called holy to the Lord. For that reason, this special 
dedication ceremony, Pidyon HaBen (Redemption of the Firstborn) is held at the Temple as seen in verses 
22 and 25 onwards. 

“And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or 
two young pigeons”.

146
  Yoseph and Miriam had no choice: they had to comply with Positive Law 76 - Lev 

12:6 - on offering brought by a woman after childbirth: “And when the days of her purifying are 
fulfilled (± a month), for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt 
offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle 
(Temple in Miriam’s days) of the congregation, unto the priest:”  

Miriam was not allowed into the Temple, but only to the door of the Temple. There the turtledoves or pigeons 
were handed over to the priest for her purification offer. Furthermore, they had to bring the offerings to the 
Temple. They could not take them to the priest’s house. This is instructed in Positive Law 84 - Deut 12:14 
that all offerings must be brought only to the Sanctuary. “But in the place which the LORD shall 
choose (Temple) in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all 
that I command thee.” 

According to Miriam's period of uncleanliness, only a pair of doves or two young pigeons was given by 
Y’shua’s family as the offering to YHWH in the Temple. This indicated that His family was not wealthy: “And 
if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for 
the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she 
shall be clean.”

147
  Once again, Y’shua was raised strictly according to the Torah. 

Background on Pidyon HaBen 

The special excitement and wonder accompanying the birth of the firstborn male is captured in Judaism in 
the special ceremony for the redemption of the first son, Pidyon HaBen. One explanation given for this 
commandment is that it commemorates the great miracle that took place in Egypt when the Almighty killed all 
the firstborn Egyptian males and spared the Jewish sons. 

Furthermore, the firstborn male child has special rights concerning inheritance and a certain religious 
obligation to fast on the eve of Pesach (Passover). The sunrise to sunset ta’anit (fast) bekhorim (of the 
firstborn) is the only fast that applies to just a segment of the community: all males who are the firstborn 
children in their families (if the firstborn child is female, the first son born after her is not required to fast). The 
father of a child too young to fast fasts for him and if he himself is bekor,

148
 the mother fasts for the child on 

the day of Erev Pesach (the day in which Pesach begins at nightfall). Since it is forbidden to withdraw from 
eating on Shabbat (except for Yom Kippur), when Erev Pesach falls on Saturday night, the fast takes place 
on Thursday. This stems from the historic fact that the Almighty sanctified the firstborn males of the Jewish 
people while they were still in bondage in Egypt, so that they would devote their lives as priests in the 
Tabernacle and the Temple. 

This is interpreted as a reward for the faith and trust in YHWH displayed by the Jewish people, who fulfilled 
the commandment of and the Pesach (Passover) sacrifice while in Egypt and under the difficult conditions 
imposed upon them, as well as the circumcision which followed later. As the entire nation proved their loyalty 
to YHWH by joining the covenant, the Almighty did not isolate the entire nation for the priesthood but only 
their firstborn, as it is written: “Sanctify each firstborn male child to Me, among the children of Israel.” (Exod 
13:13). 

However, since the firstborn males joined the nation in their act of worshipping the golden calf in the desert, 
the Almighty replaced them with the Levites, ordaining: “And each firstborn male child shall be redeemed” 
and “And you shall take the Levites for Me, the Almighty, instead of each firstborn male child in Israel.” 

                                                      
145 Luke 2:23 
146 Luke 2:24 
147 Lev 12:8 
148 "That which opens the womb" (Exod 13:11-15) 
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The sanctity of the firstborn is retained in his birthright and in the religious regulations specific to him, such as 
the Pidyon HaBen ceremony and the obligation to fast on the eve of (that is, the night before) Passover. 

The ceremony for the redemption of the firstborn is a mitzvah (commandment) bound in the Torah (Positive 
Law 82 - Exod 13:13 - Sanctify each firstborn male child to Me …). The basis of this mitzvah is that by 
performing the determined symbolic act of redeeming his firstborn male child from the Almighty, man 
acknowledges that all belongs to the Creator and that man has only that which YHWH wishes to bestow 
upon him. 

This happened when YHWH commanded the Israelites that once they arrived in the land of Canaan, they 
must “redeem every first-born male among your children” (Exod 13:13). 

The Pidyon HaBen ceremony is when neither the mother nor the father of the child is a Kohen
149

 or Levite 
(from a priestly descent). This firstborn child must be redeemed from the Kohen for the sum of five silver 
Shekels. “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I (Moses) sacrifice to the 
LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.” (Exod 13:15). 

To qualify for kohanic tutelage, the boy must be the first natural child, and first natural birth, from his parents. 
If he was preceded by a miscarriage/stillborn, or has an older sibling, or was born Cesarean, he wasn’t “born 
first”. Both parents must also be Israelites, obviously. 

This "redemption" ceremony took place thirty-three days after the “purification” ceremony of the mother, 
which means it took place forty days after birth. This redemption ceremony is accompanied by a Seudas 
Mitzvah (a Mitzvah (commandment) Meal). “And those that are to be redeemed from a (Jewish) month old 
shalt thou redeem, according to thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.” (Num 18:16). If this day falls on Shabbat or a Yom Tov (Holy Day), the 
ceremony is postponed until the first following weekday. 

The ceremony is actually a simple one. The father presents the firstborn to one of the Kohanim (descendants 
in the priestly line) who asks the father whether he would rather give the son away or redeem him. The father 
chooses to redeem the boy and, with the equivalent of five silver shekels in his hand, says: 

"Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with His commandments  
and commanded us concerning the redemption of the first-born son.” 

The money is handed over to the Kohen who passes it over the boy's head saying, "This is in place of this 
..." and then says the priestly blessing over the child. The ceremony ends with a blessing over a cup of wine.  

In conclusion, the first male child has special significance for both parents, and this was as true in biblical 
times as it is today. A mother's first-born boy was consecrated to divine service, and a father gave his first-
born son a double portion of his possessions as his birthright inheritance. 

Luke 5:14   
And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, 
according as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

Same explanation as with Matt 8:4. ‘See thou say nothing to any man’. 

Luke 5:17   
And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law 
sitting by, who were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the 
Lord was present to heal them.  

It is wrongly believed the Pharisees
150

 and doctors of the law’s teaching opposed Y’shua’s new teachings, 
and that the Believer today must oppose any of their teachings.  

The word Pharisees comes from the Hebrew íéùåøô prushim from ùåøô parush, meaning "separated".  

The “doctors of the law” in Biblical times were Jewish doctors who taught and disputed in synagogues, or 
wherever they could find an audience. Their disciples were allowed to propose questions to them. They 

                                                      
149 Priest 
150 The Pharisees were, depending on the time, a political party, a social movement, and a school of thought among Jews that flourished 
during the Second Temple Era (536 BC–70 AD). After the physical destruction of Herod's Temple and the murdering of the High Priests 
of the Temple and the Levites (see The War of the Jews), mostly Sadducees by Jewish militants, the Pharisees emerged victorious and 
were re-established as Rabbinic Judaism — which ultimately produced the basis for contemporary Judaism – 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharisees 
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assumed the office without any appointment to it. The doctors of the law were principally of the sect of the 
Pharisees. Schools were established after the destruction of Jerusalem at Babylon and Tiberias, in which 
academic degrees were conferred on those who passed a certain examination. Those of the school of 
Tiberias were called by the title "rabbi" and those of Babylon by that of "master". 

Both these groups were strict students and followers of the Torah. Y’shua’s teachings on the Torah were the 
same as theirs (not talking of their man-made traditions, but Torah teaching only). 

Luke 10:25-28   
25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?  
26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?  
27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.  
28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.  

Same explanation as with Matt 22:36, 38, 40   

Luke 16:16-17   
16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every 
man presseth into it.  
17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.  

The explanation for verse 16 has already been given at Matt 11:13. 
Christians see verse 17 that the Torah (Law) was only applicable until John. The Gospel, the Kingdom of 
God then begun to be preached and replaced the Torah in its totality. Every tittle of the Law was then fulfilled 
by Y’shua and is not applicable anymore as it is already fulfilled. Is it really so? Matt 5:18 and Luke 16:17 are 
built around a mini-manifesto for Judaism, which has Y’shua endorsing Torah observance as indispensable 
for His followers. A young professor in a Christian university has expressed the following thoughts: 

“If Jesus’ death on the cross really did do away with the Torah altogether, why does he affirm it so 
strongly in Matthew 5, and even enjoin those in his kingdom to fulfill its commands? Don’t forget how 
Jesus closes his teaching on the Law. He says: “Whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven! But 
whoever keeps them and teaches others to do the same will be great in the kingdom of heaven.” Is 
the Kingdom of Heaven now? Are Jesus’ words for us? I strive to keep and teach the Torah because I 
want to be considered great in the Kingdom of Heaven. But I want you to know something. Unlike 
Israel of the OT, I study, keep, and teach a fulfilled Torah; a Torah redefined by Christ and his death. 
Many of the types and shadows of the Torah have been replaced by the realities to which they point in 
Christ. This fact, however, does not nullify the Torah; rather it makes the Torah even more beautiful 
and meaningful.” 

More and more Believers worldwide are returning to the place where they take Scripture literally. If Y’shua 
himself said, “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail”, then surely He 
meant what He said—that is: TORAH WILL REMAIN FOREVER! TORAH CANNOT FAIL! TORAH 
CANNOT AND WILL NOT DISAPPEAR! 

Luke 16:29, 31   
29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead. 

Y’shua is talking here of a real event which played out in the underworld, where the rich man was in Sheol
151

 
and Lazarus in Paradise.

152
 The rich man wanted Abraham to send somebody from the underworld to go and 

warn his five brothers, but Abraham explained the Hebrew concept of: “they must listen to Moses and the 
prophets”. Few Christians even attempt to find out what “Moses and the prophets” really mean. What Y’shua 
actually said is that Moses, the Torah, and the Prophets, the Nevi’im, was designed to teach Believers to 
learn, understand and to know about Messiah. The whole TaNaCh was designed to lead you to the 
cross for salvation. Torah is the roadmap to lead you to Messiah Y’shua. 

Luke 17:9-10   
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not. 

                                                      
151 Sheol is the Hebrew (ìåàù Sh'ol) for “the underworld, the place of the departed spirits, abode of the dead”— this is what Believers 

know as Hell. The Greek for the same place is Hades 
152 For a full understanding of this subject get Prof WA Liebenberg’s teaching on “The Mysterious Spirit World from a Hebraic 
Perspective” 
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10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 

In this passage a metaphor is used to explain a righteous truth. Y’shua tries to explain that we must faithfully 
follow and do what YHWH’s commands, just as the servant did with his master’s commands. This means His 
Torah. The Church generally fails to see this truth. The Church interprets this as you must adhere to what the 
Bible in general says. 

Luke 18:20   
Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. 

Many Christians fully agree with these instructions from the Decalogue,
153

 and that they must be followed 
painstakingly. But most adhere to only nine of the ten, which will be discussed later. Furthermore, only the 
Decalogue is honoured by this group of Christians, but the Torah is not even mentioned at all. In fact, it is 
completely rejected. The ten injunctions given by YHWH to Moshe on Mount Sinai serves as the basis of 
Mosaic Law, the Torah.  

Luke 20:28   
Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, 
that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 

Same explanation as with Matt 19:7-8. 

Luke 23:56   
And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the 
commandment. 

The mainstream Christian Church agrees that the “Jewish Sabbath” is on Saturday, but argues that the 
“Christian Sabbath” is on Sunday because Y’shua rose from the dead on this day. Thus, Sunday replaced 
the Jewish Sabbath. Christians, therefore, rest on Sunday according to the tradition passed down from 
generation to generation. Let us, however, consider the Biblical and historical facts. 

Believers believe in the God that created the heavens and the earth in six literal days of twenty-four hour 
periods each. This is foundational to the Christian belief. Accepting this makes the revealed Word of YHWH 
(The Holy Bible) much easier to understand. The fact that God CREATED everything from nothing means 
that there was NO evolution of the species, and that therefore chance played NO role whatsoever. God 
planned everything to perfection and intends to bring His planning to its ultimate fruition. 

As the Creator of all, YHWH reigns supreme over the whole of creation.  Psalm 24:1 (cf  89:12) states this 
fact quite clearly.  The Lord says, “The earth is the LORD’S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein”. This statement, in fact, simply means that everybody of whatever race, creed or colour is 
subject to YHWH’s rule. The Bible continues on this point by declaring, “That unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear”.

154
  

Being the Creator He is, also the owner of all and as such entitled to promulgate laws and regulations to 
govern His creation. He did promulgate the laws necessary to govern His creation and to ensure the safety 
of all the inhabitants thereof. But, wherever there is light, there is almost always also darkness.  Where there 
is kindness and love, it is almost assured that there will be hate and cruelty.  That, unfortunately, also applied 
to God’s creation.   

The Word of YHWH tells the story of YHWH’s enemy (Satan) refusing to bow to YHWH’s rule. He rebelled 
against YHWH and His rule and was subsequently banished from Heaven to the earth.

155
 He now continues 

his work by misleading humans (as he did with one-third of the angels).  Christians (and obviously, all 
people) stand in the midst of this controversy between YHWH and Satan—everybody’s ultimate destination 
is determined by the stand one takes today. Having promulgated His laws, YHWH expects everybody, 
everywhere and for all time to be obedient to His laws.  He does not expect humans to be obedient to His 
laws in order to get saved, but rather as a faith response to having been saved. 

Satan’s mission in this world is to lead humans away from the Lord.  He does this by cunningly disguising 
himself and his goal. The Word of YHWH warned of this tactic of Satan by advising followers of Y’shua to be 

                                                      
153 The commandments are termed  íéøáãä úøùò (translit. Aseret ha-Dvarîm) and in Rabbinical Hebrew  úåøáãä úøùò (translit. 

Aseret ha-Dibrot), both translatable as "the ten statements." The name "Decalogue" is derived from the Greek name δεκάλογος or 
"dekalogos" ("ten statements") found in the Septuagint (Exod 34:28, Deut 10:4), which is the Greek translation of the Hebrew name.  
154 Isaiah 45:23 (cf Rom 14:11 & Phil 2:10, 11) 
155 Isaiah 14:12  (cf Ezek 28:13 – 19) 
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awake and on the lookout for those that wish to deceive others. The Bible says, “And no wonder, for Satan 
himself masquerades as an angel of light.”

156
  

Has Satan ever said that the Word of YHWH is a bunch of lies?  No, for if he said so, everybody would 
recognise it as a lie that is intended to deceive. Does he influence others to re-interpret the Word of YHWH in 
order that it may appear presentable, acceptable and thus pleasing to the Lord?  Yes, therein holds the 
hidden danger(s) for the followers of YHWH. Nobody will preach that it is acceptable practice to steal or 
murder.  Very few, if any, will preach that it is in order to commit adultery, to use the Lord’s name in vain, to 
worship idols or dishonour one’s parents. All of these laws form an integral part of the Lord’s Moral Law – 
the Decalogue or Ten Commandments.   
 
The Lord gave His commandments to the human race through Israel at Mount Sinai. Christianity is not a 
NEW or radical religion, no, not at all. It is an extension of the Israelite or Jewish religion; i.e., Christianity has 
its roots firmly imbedded in Judaism. As a matter of fact, the first Christians were ALL Jews!  The Word of 
YHWH says, “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven

” 
 . . .  

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number 
that day.”

157
  

YHWH declares that He is unchangeable.  He says, “For I am the LORD, I change not; ...”
158

  YHWH’s 
holiness is the same and unalterable forever. So His requirement “to observe and to do all his 
commandments”

159
 has not changed to this day. The Sovereign Lord promises to “(will) make you the head, 

not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and 
carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.” 

There was a time that the Lord ‘excused’ sin. He says, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men every where to repent.”

160
 It follows from this verse that the ‘times of ignorance’ is 

now in the distant past and that it is of utmost importance that all people everywhere should repent of and 
forsake their sin and turn to the Lord for salvation. Y’shua said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship 
him.”

161
  

In times gone by, YHWH spoke to His people through His prophets. Today, He speaks to and teaches His 
people “by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds”.

162
 It then 

follows that His children are to follow the teachings of the Son. 

Does YHWH have different methods of salvation for different people(s) at different times? Y’shua says, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments (Torah).”

163
 Love is the true motive for obedience to the law(s) of 

YHWH. “Love is not primarily a sentimental attachment; it is the dynamic for obedience”.
164

  

From the aforementioned, it is abundantly clear that obedience to YHWH and His righteous requirements is 
a prerequisite for salvation. The Lord declares, “Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught by the precept of men”.

165
 Precept in Hebrew is mitzvah, which means commandment. 

The logic is clear that there is only one manner in which to worship the Lord. That is to diligently keep His 
commandments – and to bear in mind that, “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his 
commands are not burdensome”.

166
  

The LORD commanded humans everywhere to honour and worship Him. The Topical Analysis of the 
Bible

167
 lists a number of ways in which to honour the LORD. They are: 

1. Honour YHWH by Keeping the Sabbath  

2. Honour YHWH through Acts of Mercy 

3. Honour YHWH with Holy Living 

                                                      
156 2 Cor 11:4 (NIV) 
157 Acts 2:5, 41 
158 Mal 3:6 (cf James 1:17; Heb 13:8; Num 23:19 and others) 
159 Deut 28:1 
160 Acts 17:30 
161 John 4:23 
162 Heb 1:2 
163 John 14:15 
164 Wycliffe Bible Commentary : New Testament 
165 Isaiah 29:13 (cf Mark 7)   
166 1 John 5:3 
167 Published by Baker Bytes, A division of the Baker Book House Company, P.O. Box 6287, Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287 
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4. Honour YHWH with Offerings 

5. Honour YHWH with Worship and Praise 

6. Etc. 

When were the Ten Commandments given? 

The Ten Commandments were written on stone by the LORD at Mount Sinai. However, from Scripture it is 
clear that all the Commandments as such were known to mankind long before the nation of Israel existed or 
the Israelites, lead by Moshe, arrived at Mount Sinai. 

A few examples of the different laws contained in the Decalogue should suffice to prove this point: The Lord 
destroyed the earth as a consequence of the wickedness of mankind. Gen 6:5 says, “(that) GOD saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually”. Unless the law(s) of YHWH were known to the antediluvians, they could not have been 
wicked! 

Cain murdered his brother Abel. How could Cain have known he contravened a law if such law prohibiting 
murder had not been known to him? 

“But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.”
168

  What did these people 
do that made them wicked? How could they have been deemed wicked by the Lord if there were NO law(s) 
against what they were doing? 

Joseph, invited by Potiphar’s wife to commit adultery, refused by saying, “neither hath he kept back any thing 
from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?”

169
  

Abraham (the patriarch) is called the Friend of YHWH.  He is the friend simply because he kept the 
commandments of YHWH. YHWH said of Abraham, “Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

170
   

Does the Bible teach that the Decalogue (Ten Commandments) instituted by YHWH had been abrogated, 
annulled, amended, substituted or otherwise since it was initially promulgated by Him? Does the New 
Covenant teach that at the death of Y’shua the requirements of the Torah (and specifically the fourth 
commandment) were annulled? 

The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia makes the statement that, “The accounts in Exod 20:11 and Deut 5:14–15 
are not contradictory. Both call for one day in seven and declare the sabbath an occasion for rest. 
Deuteronomy gives no reason for the pattern of one day in seven. Deut 5:14–15 repeats the command 
without the pattern, citing the impetus of the Exodus. In Deuteronomy the Exodus is consistently cited as a 
motivation for many religious observances, so it is not of peculiar significance here. Exod 20:2 and Deut 5:6 
also claim the Exodus as an impetus to obedience. This commandment in Exodus is couched in universal 
language. When Moses exhorts to “remember”, however, he adapts it to Israel (Deut 5:15).”

171
  

The Word of YHWH does not say that His people are to keep holy one day in seven. The Bible teaches that 
“And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:” Which day did GOD sanctify (make holy)? From this 
verse (Gen 2:3) it is quite clear that the LORD intended for the seventh day to be kept holy for all time.  
1 Chron 17:27 states, “for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.”  

Did Moshe write the Ten Commandments as stated above? Absolutely not! In Deut 10:1 & 2 the Lord 
commands Moshe (to) “Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, 
and make thee an ark of wood. And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which 
thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark.”   

Was the Sabbath known to Israel before Sinai? 

Christians have often argued that the Torah, and specifically the Sabbath as a commandment, was given at 
Mount Sinai to Israel—and not mankind at large. As pointed out above, this argument is fatally flawed. A 
number of instances where the commandments of YHWH were kept by many people before the existence of 
the nation Israel are quoted. 

                                                      
168 Gen 13:10 
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In Exodus 16 (the history of YHWH providentially providing manna for the survival of Israel and quite some 
time before their arrival at Sinai) Moshe reminds Israel that the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord (v 5).   
God says, “that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.” (v 4).  

How could YHWH ‘prove’ Israel in the keeping of the Sabbath if He had not previously revealed to them His 
requirements concerning the Sabbath or at least in a custom that was familiar to them? 

In verse 5, YHWH briefly informs Israel how He is going to test them; namely, “that on the sixth day they 
shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” 

“Some find it curious that mention should be made of the Sabbath prior to revealing the Ten 
Commandments, the fourth of which lays down the laws for the Sabbath (Exod. 20:8–11). The rationale for 
“resting” on the seventh day (20:11) is that it conforms to the pattern established by God at creation 
(Gen. 2:2–3). The explanation given in 20:11 suggests that this concept was already known by the Israelites 
but required clarification, for in Egypt they probably were unable to observe the Sabbath.”

172
  

From the above-mentioned, it is obvious that (at least as far as the Sabbath is concerned) Israel had full 
knowledge of what the Lord required. 

Did the requirements to keep YHWH’s Commandments fall away at the death of Y’shua? 

On occasion, Y’shua said the following: “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”

173
  

Do these verses, then, teach that the Torah will shortly be abolished and a new commandment (to love your 
neighbour) be instituted by Y’shua? No! In these verses, Y’shua confirms that those who choose to be His 
followers will need to be obedient in full to the whole Torah and the prophets. These verses clearly refer 
to the whole Law that He gave, in writing, to mankind at Mount Sinai. Y’shua makes it abundantly clear that 
He did not come to destroy or abrogate the Torah, but He came to teach mankind its full meaning and 
extent. He also makes it very clear that anybody who wishes to annul the ‘law and/or the prophets’ by either 
precept or example, will “in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven”.

174
  

To reason that Y’shua abrogated the just requirement of the Torah would be to make the LORD a liar.  
Num 23:19 says, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: 
hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” To argue that 
Y’shua abrogated the Torah by fulfilling it cannot be contextually asserted. To say that Y’shua abrogated the 
Torah by fulfilling it, denies the meaning that the Lord obviously wanted to convey.The reason He came to 
earth is to prove that the law is full of meaning and that it can be kept in full by anybody who wishes to 
do so. He gave mankind the perfect example of obedience to the Torah so “That the righteousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us.”

175
  

Rom 6:14 reads in part, “for ye are not under the law, but under grace”. Does it follow that since one is under 
grace, that there is NO Torah that one needs to obey? YHWH forbid. This is what Paul says in verse 15 “God 
forbid”. To him, as a Pharisee, it would be unthinkable to live a life without full obedience to the Torah of 
YHWH.   

The aspects of the Christian life that Paul addresses in Chapter 6 are inter alia grace, baptism, sin and 
righteousness. Does grace nullify the requirement to obey YHWH’s Torah? Certainly not. Paul says that “I 
had not known sin, but by the law”.

176
 The evil of sin would not be known to mankind had YHWH not 

revealed His law(s) and instructed man to keep it diligently. “For without the law sin was dead”. There 
cannot be sin if there were no law making an action performed in contravention of such law sinful and 
unlawful. Contravention of a law is subject to punishment by the Lawgiver who is also the ultimate authority 
and interpreter of such law. 

Grace does not mean that there is no law. Grace means exactly the opposite; namely, that for the 
contravention of a law one needs a Saviour who will graciously and freely forgive any such unlawful action. 
Y’shua is such a Saviour who says of Himself that He is “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that 
will by no means clear the guilty”.

177
  

                                                      
172 Evangelical Commentary on the Bible Exodus 16:1-36 
173 Mat 5:17 & 18 
174 Mat 5:20 
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176 Rom 7:7 
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Why was the Sabbath instituted by YHWH? Was it only because He rested the seventh day? 

Scripture teaches that YHWH has no need of rest. Isaiah 40:28, “Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard, 
that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?” 

The rest that YHWH instructed man to take on the seventh day is to commemorate the great work that the 
Lord had accomplished in the first six days of creation. YHWH did not rest because of weariness or fatigue, 
but from creating the earth and the heavens. In Exod 20:8 & 11, YHWH formulated the Sabbath command 
thus: “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. ... For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, 
and hallowed it.” 

How is it possible to remember something UNLESS it was previously known? Two months after their 
departure from Egypt, and before they arrived at Mount Sinai where the Torah was written on tablets of 
stone, the Lord tested the Israelites to see whether they were committed to obeying His law(s); especially 
the keeping of the Sabbath holy. YHWH says to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and 
the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk 
in my law, or no.”

178
 

Is the Sabbath a sign? 

The Sabbath is a sign of belonging. YHWH instituted the Sabbath in order that man may prove beyond doubt 
that he belongs to YHWH. It is the Lord that sanctifies. “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a 
sign between me and them that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctifies them.” “Verily my 
sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know 
that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.”

179
 

“Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I 
am the LORD that sanctifies them.”

180
  

Is it a SIGN between YHWH and Israel only? 

No. The Lord made His intention clear throughout history. It was (and still is) His desire that all of humanity 
gather on the Sabbath to give glory to His Name, to praise Him, to fear YHWH and give glory to Him and 
worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

181
  

The Lord calls everybody to “keep(eth) the sabbath from polluting it, and keep(eth) his hand from doing any 
evil ... Also the sons of the stranger,

182
 that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name 

of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my 
covenant.”

183
   

The argument of Romans 14 

Can one really read into Romans 14—specifically, verses 5 & 6—that Paul is propagating the amendment of 
the Torah of God?  Does Romans 14 deal with the Sabbath at all?  Who or what is addressed in Romans 
14?  Why did Paul write this chapter? It appears from this chapter that Paul is addressing two classes of 
‘Christians’: those that are ‘strong’ in the faith and those who are ‘weak’ in the faith. 
 
What distinguishes the two classes of faithful?  According to Paul, those that are strong in the faith are those 
that believe that they may eat “all things” that were given by YHWH as food. The other class are those that 
are weak in the faith and they are those that “eateth herbs”. (verse 2). Paul also extends the two classes to 
those that observe days.  The one class “considers one day more sacred than another” and the other 
“considers every day alike” (verse 5). 

There are those that wish to read into the aforementioned verses that Paul declares the Sabbath as void or 
at least that he is in favour of the abrogation of the Sabbath. Then they also assume that those that are 
“weak in the faith” are those that continue to keep the Sabbath holy. Those, then—or so the argument 
continues—who are “not weak in the faith” (“strong in the faith”) are those that do not keep the Sabbath of 
the Lord holy. 
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Does Romans 14 refer to the Torah of Moses or the Decalogue at all? 

No, not at all. It is clear from the context that those that “esteemeth one day above another” and those that 
“eateth herbs” refer to the same ‘class’ of faithful; namely, the “weak in the faith”.  The weak in the faith, 
according to this interpretation, are those that continue to keep the seventh day Sabbath of YHWH. This 
interpretation is obviously flawed. The Torah of Moses does not prescribe or commend vegetarianism as 
the better option. 

The distinction that Paul draws between ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ food can also not be a reference to Leviticus 
11. The word translated ‘unclean’ in Romans 14:14 means ‘common’; whereas, the meaning of ‘unclean’ in 
Leviticus 11 is ‘unclean’ or ‘polluted’. In Leviticus 11, YHWH expressly prohibits the eating of certain foods. In 
Romans 14, the partaking of ‘certain’ foods is left to the Believer. 

It is quite possible that the issues addressed in Romans 14, is the same as that addressed by Paul in 1 Cor 
8:9 to 13.  1 Cor 8 deals with “eating food sacrificed to idols”. Romans 14 does NOT deal with the freedom to 
keep the Torah of YHWH or not keeping the Torah. It deals primarily with the Believer’s behaviour in terms of 
how it could affect his Christian brother or sister’s relationship with the Lord. In other words, anything that 
makes a Believer to stumble in the breach of human traditions is in reality no stumbling. The Lord says in 
Isaiah 29:13, “Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but 
have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men”.

184
  

Are all days equal? 

According to Paul, all days are not equal. Paul says, “He that regardeth
185
 the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; 

and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it.” (verse 6). The principle of “regarding 
it to the Lord” is not extended to all the days. He does not say that “he that deems ALL DAYS equal deems 
it to the glory of God”. 

With these remarks, Paul most decidedly did not prescribe the “polluting” of the Sabbath—neither does he 
say that all days are equal in standing with the Sabbath. In other words, he does not say all days are equal in 
meaning. If that were the meaning here (namely, that all days are equal) then Paul would have taught a 
principle in contravention with the fourth commandment that prescribes a work week of six days. 

If Paul teaches that every day should be kept holy to the Lord as the Sabbath, then it would mean that 
nobody would be permitted to work. Such a position would, quite obviously, be untenable. 

Is the Sabbath kept holy only by those that are weak in the faith? 

Does Paul really teach that the commandment instituted by YHWH; namely, “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy” is only for those that are weak in the faith? Is it only the weak in faith that keeps the Sabbath 
holy? 

This conclusion can hardly be drawn, as this would mean that Paul considers himself as weak in the faith. 
Paul kept the Sabbath holy regularly in terms of the commandment – see Acts 18:4; 17:1, 10, 17 and others.  
Paul NEVER said that he was ‘weak in the faith’.  As a matter of fact, he says of himself that he is ‘strong’.  
Rom 15:1: “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.” 
As he sees himself as strong in the faith, it is just not plausible that he could have had the abrogation of the 
Sabbath in mind in Romans 14. 
 
Is keeping the Sabbath holy a matter of personal taste and/or conscience?  Is it possible that Paul would 
‘declare’ the Sabbath {and the day of Pentecost—a ceremonial Sabbath to be kept by Jewish men (Lev 
23:21 cf Acts 20:16)} as void, and therefore give no valid reason? Hardly. He vehemently canvassed for the 
repeal of the requirement for ‘Gentiles’ to be circumcised (see Acts 15:2). It is, therefore, incomprehensible 
that he would not give similarly sufficient or equally vehement reasons why he considers keeping the 
Sabbath holy as a matter of, “Let every man be fully persuaded

186
 in his own mind.” (Rom 14:5). 

Should Paul have propagated the idea that the Sabbath had been done away with, one would expect an 
equally violent reaction – if not more so – from the Jewish leaders as the ones who approached him in his 
teaching regarding the matter of the requirement to be circumcised (Acts 15:2, “When therefore Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, ...”). 

The fact is that in the whole of the New Covenant there is not a wimper or a word mentioned of a dispute 
between Paul and the Jewish leaders regarding the abrogation of the commandment to keep the Sabbath 
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holy. Paul clearly did not teach in Romans 14 that the Sabbath commandment had been done away with, 
neither does he teach that the first day of the week (Sunday) is to be kept holy in the stead of the seventh 
day Sabbath. 

If Paul addressed the subject of the Sabbath in his epistle to the Romans (Romans 14), one would surely 
have expected that he would have dealt with the matter in a much more diligent and circumspect manner 
and not devote only two verses to this very serious commandment. Paul, on numerous occasions, addressed 
controversial matters and defended them as vehemently and diligently as he did the issue of circumcision.

187
  

It is, therefore, incomprehensible that one can come to the (illogical) conclusion that Paul, in Romans 14:5 & 
6 is in favour of the abolition of the requirements to keep the Sabbath holy! 

Not once does Paul in any of his epistles refer to the Sabbath as a ‘day’ or ‘days’. Neither is the Sabbath in 
any passage of Scripture referred to as a ‘day’ or ‘days’.  Scripture consistently refers to the Sabbath as 
‘sabbath’, ‘Sabbath’ or ‘seventh day’. 

Furthermore, Paul does not say, “I consider one day above the other’.  However, he says there are people 
who ‘consider one day above the other’. Does he at any stage agree that those that argue that all days are 
equal, are correct?  Not at all. He makes the statement that there are people that believe this. This has 
nothing whatsoever to do with Paul’s opinion regarding the Sabbath that YHWH commanded be kept holy. 

Considering that in Romans 14 Paul devotes 21 verses to food and in only two verses makes only scant 
reference to a day or days, it is very clear that he is NOT addressing the Sabbath. For him (Paul), the 
Sabbath is just not under discussion. 

Conclusion of Romans 14 

Paul does not address the Sabbath in Romans 14. He does not address any religious day – be it the seventh 
day Sabbath or any of the ceremonial Sabbaths. 

Paul kept the Sabbath as prescribed. Therefore, it is totally unfair to accuse Paul of desecrating the Sabbath 
of YHWH by deliberately misinterpreting what he wrote to the Romans. For Paul, total obedience to the 
Torah of YHWH, including the seventh day Sabbath, is of the utmost importance. He confirms that only those 
who carefully follow the commandments of YHWH will be justified. “For not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”

188
 

Paul never taught that the law(s) of YHWH were done away with. Neither does he teach that YHWH’s law(s) 
are not applicable to and binding for non-Jews. As a matter of fact, he says exactly the opposite; namely, “Do 
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”  Paul thus confirms that 
all YHWH’s Torah is binding upon all people for all time!  He says, “For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man.”

189
  

Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years 

Gal 4:10. This verse reads as follows: “Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.” (King James 
version) and “You are observing special days and months and seasons and years!”  (New International 
version) 

In the Epistle to the Galatians, Paul is, in fact, addressing the false teachers who by their teaching are 
causing the congregation in Galatia to depart from the faith. Paul is surprised that this congregation is ready 
to depart from the Gospel that YHWH taught them through him. He says, “I am astonished that you are . . . 
turning to a different gospel.”

190
 He then continues to caution the Galatians not to follow any other gospel to 

the one that he (Paul) had already brought to them.  He says, “But even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!”

191
  

Paul continues from chapter 1:11 to chapter 2:21, and in no uncertain terms, tells the Galatians why he is 
well-equipped and truly capable to preach the Gospel of Y’shua and to lead them to life eternal. He 
continues in Chapter 3 to draw a distinction between faith as a means of salvation and by observance of the 
Torah to attain the same. He asks this pertinent question, “doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?”

192
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For Paul, it is clear that there is only one way to salvation: and that is by faith. He says and quotes from Hab 
2:4: “But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, the just shall live by faith.” 
(Gal 3:11).  It is also evident from Chapter 3 that when Paul uses the word ‘Torah’, it refers to all aspects 
of the Torah AND NOT to the Decalogue only. 

He says, for instance, “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed.” AND “the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.”

193
  This means 

that Believers were under the jurisdiction of the legal system and not under its condemnation! The law that 
was the ‘schoolmaster’ is the law of ceremonies that pointed forward to Y’shua! 

Paul asks the question: “Wherefore then serveth the law?” (v 19).  Starting with this question through, to “But 
after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” (v 25) Christians have misinterpreted this 
periscope to mean that before Y’shua was crucified, man was saved by the keeping of the Torah.  Since 
then, (or so this argument goes) man is saved by grace and faith in Y’shua only.  Nothing can be further 
removed from the truth as YHWH has always had only ONE method of salvation and that is by FAITH 
– both in the Old and New Covenants. 

Paul makes the point that YHWH declared to Abraham that through him (Abraham) all the nations will be 
blessed. Furthermore, he makes it abundantly clear that LONG BEFORE the law was given at Sinai, 
Abraham was declared righteous because of his faith in YHWH. “He believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.”

194
  

The Torah was NEVER intended to be a method for, or a vehicle to salvation. The Torah cannot save a 
sinner just as the Torah cannot end sin or its dominion over the sinner. The Torah is intended to point out 
(or reveal) sin and thus lead the sinner to the realization that he is in need of the Saviour for 
cleansing from sin.  

The Sabbath is never mentioned in the holy writ as ‘day’ or ‘days’. It is consistently referred to as ‘the 
seventh day’ or the ‘sabbath’. Any interpretation then that leads to the erroneous belief that the Sabbath is 
addressed in Gal 4:10, is based on misunderstanding of Scripture. 

The key to understanding Gal 4:10 lies in verse 9. Verse 9 says, “how turn ye again
195
 to the weak and 

beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?” (KJV) or “how is it that you are turning 
back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again?” (NIV). 

Is keeping the Sabbath holy really a return to ‘weak and beggarly elements’ that lead into ‘bondage’? Most 
certainly not!  Keeping the Sabbath holy is a Divine institution ordained by YHWH at the time of the creation 
of the world (see Gen 2:3).   

If keeping the seventh day Sabbath holy leads into bondage, then it follows that YHWH Himself entered into 
bondage on the very first earthly Sabbath. Such a thought is completely untenable. The interpretation that 
Paul is referring to the Sabbath in verse 10 (‘observe days’) is therefore totally wrong and devoid of any 
Scriptural evidence. 

Conclusion on Galatians 

In Galatians 4, Paul continues his arguments that there is only one true Gospel. He addresses the perversion 
of the Gospel by false teachers and exhorts the Galatians not to follow those that do not teach the same 
Gospel as he (Paul). Furthermore, he reiterates that the Sabbath is a Divine institution. He is also warning 
the Galatians not to fall back into idolatry or follow those that endeavor to Judaise them. 

Paul would hardly advise the Galatians not to keep the Sabbath holy when he himself customarily kept the 
Sabbath (Acts 13:42; 17:2; 18:4).  If Paul gave his converts instructions contrary to what he practiced, then 
that would amount to blatant fraud and instigation to openly disobey YHWH’s commandments. Coming from 
Paul, that is unthinkable. 

Is the Torah nailed to the cross? 

Col 2:14 says : “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;” 

Is it the TORAH that was nailed to the cross? If it isn’t the Torah, then what was nailed to the cross? 
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The Law? 

Traditionally, some Christian groups have interpreted the ‘handwriting’ to mean the Ten Commandments. 
Others have deemed it to be the ‘Torah of Moshe.’  

It could be that both these interpretations are flawed. The word translated ‘handwriting’ is the Greek word 
‘cheirographon’. The Strong’s definition for this is “5498 χειρόγραφον [cheirographon /khi·rog·raf·on/] n n. 
From a compound of 5495 and 1125; TDNT 9:435; TDNTA 1309; GK 5934; AV translates as “handwriting” 
once. 1 a handwriting, what one has written by his own hand. 2 a note of hand or writing in which one 
acknowledges that money has either been deposited with him or lent to him by another, to be returned 
at the appointed time.” 

The Evangelical Commentary on the Bible regarding Col 2:14 read as follows: 
 

“Furthermore, the subtle use of pronouns in Colossians 2:13–15 should not be lost. In verse 13 you 
Gentiles who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he made alive together 
(i.e., Jew and Gentile) with Christ, having forgiven us (Jew and Gentile) all our trespasses. He cancelled 
the written code, with its regulations (the law), that was against us and that stood opposed to us 
(the uniting of Jews and Gentiles); he took it away nailing it to the cross (vv. 14–15) and triumphed 
over the evil powers in the heavens that were responsible for such a misuse of the law in creating 
hostility between Jews and the rest of mankind. This subtle nuance of pronoun use is especially evident 
in Ephesians and to some extent in Galatians. The almost subconscious nature of it is what one would 
expect from such an ardent rabbi who had become the apostle to the Gentiles.”

196
 Evangelical Commentary 

on the Bible Col 2:16. 

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary on the New Testament reads: 

“14. A handwriting is a certificate of debt (Deiss, S, p. 247) and presumably refers to the written Mosaic 
law. For Gentiles it may include also the law to which their consciences assent (cf. Rom 2:14, 15; Ex 24:3; 
Eph 2:15). This obligation which, unfulfilled, stood against us was discharged on his cross.”  Wycliffe Bible 
Commentary: New Testament. 

If one takes the aforementioned two (conflicting) commentaries on the same verse, it is no wonder that 
Christianity is sometimes such a confusing religion to some of its adherents. Is that perhaps the reason why 
Christians often do not do what YHWH revealed and instructed His followers to do? 

Considering the fact that the word ‘law’ or ‘laws’ does not appear at all in the epistle to the Colossians, it 
could hardly be either the Decalogue or any of the other laws that Paul is referring to in this verse as alleged 
by these commentaries. 

Furthermore, if no part of the Torah had been nailed to the cross, then also no stipulation or article of any law 
could have been nailed to the cross! If there is no law, then obviously there is no transgression; and then 
ultimately also no need of a Saviour. Surely Paul could not have meant that those that lived after the 
crucifixion of Y’shua would not have a need of Y’shua as the redeemer! 

Bacchiocchi made the following statement “In order to explain how Christ extends "perfection" (Col 1:28; 
4:12) and "fullness" (Col 1:19; 2:9) to the believer, Paul appeals, not to the Law, but to baptism. Christian 
perfection is the work of God who extends to the Christian the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection 
through baptism (Col 2:11-13). The benefits of baptism are concretely presented as the forgiveness of "all 
our trespasses" (Col 2:13; 1:14; 3:13) which results in being "made alive" in Christ (Col 2:13).”

197
   

What was nailed to the cross? 

It is clear that NO law had been nailed to the cross of Y’shua.  However, something was nailed to His cross.  
That ‘something’ is what is contained in the definition of ‘cheirographon’ taken from the Enhanced Strong’s 
Lexicon (Copyright © 1995 Woodside Bible Fellowship); namely, the “handwriting, what one has written by 
his own hand”. 

“The handwriting against us - Where a debt is contracted, it is usually testified by some 
handwriting; and when the debt is forgiven, the handwriting is destroyed, either by blotting it out, by 

                                                      
196 Elwell, W. A. (1996, c1989). Vol. 3: Evangelical commentary on the Bible. Baker reference library (Col 2:6). Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Baker Book House  
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taking it away, or by tearing it.  ... This was not our sins themselves, (they were the debt,) but their 
guilt and cry before God.”

198
   

Recent research has shown that the term cheirographon was used to denote either a "certificate of 
indebtedness" resulting from our transgressions or a "book containing the record of sin" used for the 
condemnation of mankind. Both renderings, which are substantially similar, can be supported from rabbinic 
and apocalyptic literature. Bacchiocchi ibid 

That ‘something that was ‘nailed to the cross’ is the list of one’s sins. It is a summons (listing all the evil 
deeds one has committed) to appear in a court, so to speak. It is a summons issued by the ‘accuser of the 
brethren’ who ‘accused them before our God day and night (Rev 12:10). 

The ‘handwriting’ is the record (chargesheet) of one’s sins and not the law of God which was 
contravened! 

Conclusion on Colossians 2 

The word ‘Law’ is not used in the epistle to the Colossians at all and therefore any reference to the Torah 
being ‘nailed to the cross’ is misleading. It was the sinner’s record of sins that was nailed to the cross and not 
the Torah.   

First day (Sunday) in the New Covenant 

There are twelve references to the first day in the New Covenant. These two verses (Matt 26:1 & Mark 
14:12) relate to the Feast of Unleavened Bread instituted by YHWH (Exod 12:15 and on). One verse (Acts 
20:18) Paul mentions to the Elders at Ephesus his dedication to the Lord and them, and in one verse (Phil 
1:5) Paul thanks them for their partnership in the Gospel. Of the remaining eight verses, six (Matt 28:1; Mark 
16:2 & 9; Luke 24:1; John 20:1; John 20:19) refer to the same occasion; namely, the resurrection morning. 

The resurrection of Y’shua on the first day of the week is NO proof whatsoever for the ‘change’ of the 
Sabbath.   

The remaining two verses (Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2) that are often quoted as proof for the 
amendment of the fourth Commandment warrants investigation. 

Acts 20:7 

Acts 20:7 says “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”  

Preaching and Breaking Bread 

There is little doubt that this meeting took place on the first day of the week, whether it is the Saturday 
evening or the Sunday evening. A case for either can be made. However, Luke is very clear that the meeting 
took place on the first day of the week in the evening. 

Paul had already been in Troas for seven days when the meeting mentioned in Acts 20:7 took place.  No 
doubt he met with the Believers regularly—also in the preceding six days. There is absolutely no 
evidence in the narrative that Paul arranged this meeting specifically because it was the first day of the week. 

Would the meeting have taken place had Paul not intended to depart the following day? The easiest way to 
understand this passage is that ‘Paul preached to them’ (discussed with them) because ‘(he was) ready to 
depart’ the following morning. Acts 20:7 & 9 contains the Greek word dialegomai (‘to discuss’ or ‘reason 
with’) translated as ‘to preach’. In the rest of the New Covenant, this Greek word is translated ‘to dispute’ six 
times, ‘to reason’ four times and once as ‘to speak’. 

Would this meeting ever have been mentioned were it not for the miracle that took place during this meeting? 
If the young man, Eutychus, had not fallen from the third floor window and died, this meeting might not 
have been mentioned. Surely Paul, on more than this one occasion, gathered with the faithful all over his 
missionary travels—yet NO mention of any other such meetings taking place on the first day of the 
week, is made. Why? Because no miracles took place at such meetings. What Scripture reading would Paul 
have used for his ‘sermon’ on this first day? He might have read from any of the Old Covenant Books! 
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Breaking of Bread 

Does the ‘breaking of bread’ constitute a religious meeting, or indeed partaking of the ‘Lord’s Supper’ by the 
Christians?   

The Word of YHWH mentions that they (Believers) gathered together daily and ‘broke bread’ from house to 
house. In Acts 2:46, the Young’s Literal Translation says ‘breaking also at every house bread’. It is often 
taught the early Believers rejected or discarded the Jewish religion. This is a fallacious teaching, for they 
(the Believers) gathered in the Jewish temple DAILY. They were still Jews and followed the Jewish 
religious laws. 

It is obvious that the ‘breaking of bread’ does not necessarily mean that the Lord’s Supper is being 
celebrated. Numerous instances of bread being broken are mentioned such as in Matt 14:19; 15:16; Mark 
8:6, 19; Luke 24:30, 35 that clearly means something entirely different. The aforementioned examples relate 
to the multitudes being fed by Y’shua in a miraculous manner. ‘To break bread’ was a common Jewish idiom, 
meaning ‘to eat’. 

In the following cases, it clearly means that the Believers partook of the Lord’s Supper; namely, Matt 26:26; 
Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19; 1 Cor 10:16; 11:24. 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

Another verse that is quoted as ‘proof’ that the Sabbath had been done away with is 1 Cor 16:2, which 
reads: “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.”  

Even a very superficial reading of this verse will have the serious student notice the glaring misreading of this 
verse by those that wish to abrogate the Sabbath through 1 Cor 16:2. 

Notice, first of all, that the verse makes NO mention of a church service or a gathering of the faithful as is the 
case with Paul—amongst others in Acts 2:42, 46 & 20:7, 11. What it does say is that EVERY BELIEVER in 
Corinth should set aside some money AT HOME in order that he (Paul) need not waste time with an appeal 
for funds when he gets to Corinth. What it does not say is bring your gift to the church and place your 
offering in the collection plate. How is the storing up of gifts AT HOME proof that the Sabbath of YHWH 
had been abrogated? 

The setting aside “as God hath prospered him” would almost certainly entail a detailed scrutiny of one’s 
books in order to establish what would be a proper gift. Paul being the ardent and very diligent follower of 
Y’shua (who, incidentally, kept YHWH’s commandments perfectly) would hardly (or rather, most certainly 
not) give instruction(s) that a holy day be violated! 

The Testimony of Y’shua 

Y’shua kept the Torah in full and did not break even the least of it. To say that He did is to make Him out to 
be a liar. Y’shua gives His own testimony when He says “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 
my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.” 
 
Y’shua was to be found in the synagogue every Sabbath. Scripture says, “And he came to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
stood up for to read.”

199
 If that is not the lead to follow, then Believers have a major, major dilemma on their 

hands. 

At one time during His ministry, Y’shua’s disciples showed Him the Temple and Y’shua said to them, “There 
shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”

200
 The incident He was 

referring to took place in the year 70 A.D., when the Temple was utterly destroyed by the invading Roman 
legions.  

According to the Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia, “Destruction came to these buildings at the hands of the 
Romans under Titus in A.D. 70. The Jews were using the temple as a fortress and were responsible 
themselves for setting the outer cloisters on fire. The sanctuary area was burned by the Romans, who later 
pulled down its walls also. The triumphal arch of Titus in Rome reveals carvings which show the Roman 
soldiers carrying away the furnishings of the temple. 

                                                      
199 Luke 4:16 
200 Matt 24:2 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

81 
 

The emperor Hadrian caused a temple dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus to be built on the former site of the 
Jewish temple in A.D. 136. In A.D.691 the Muslims built the Dome of the Rock, sometimes erroneously 
called the Mosque of Omar, over this same area; it is this structure, built by Caliph Omar, that presently 
occupies the ancient site of the Jewish shrine and sanctuary.” 

What does the story of the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple have to do with the Sabbath?  Everything! 

Y’shua also told His disciples to pray that their flight does not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 
Matt 24:20 says “But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day”. 

Why would Y’shua tell His followers to pray that they do not desecrate the Sabbath by having to take flight on 
the Sabbath? This is clear evidence from Y’shua that He NEVER intended for the Sabbath to be 
abrogated after His resurrection. 

For forty years after His resurrection, throughout history, and even in the last days, Y’shua intended for the 
Sabbath to be as sacred and to be kept holy as the day it was given in Eden. The prophesies contained in 
Matthew 24 do not have relevance only as far as the destruction of Jerusalem is concerned.  In the 
prophetic word that He spoke to His disciples in Matthew 24, He saw the very end of time. He says, 
“and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

201
 This is an 

obvious reference to the parousia or Second Coming of Y’shua; but then not as Messiah, but as the Ruler of 
the Universe. As Rev 17:14 puts it, “and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of 
kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”  

In the last book of the Bible (Revelation), Y’shua through His disciple John says, “Here is the patience of the 
saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Y’shua.” (Rev 14:12). This 
Bible book was written around 90 – 91 AD. Is it not strange that the Lord will refer to His children as those 
who faithfully keep His just Torah if it had been abrogated or amended? 

1 John 2:3 to 6 says: “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But who so 
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.  He that 
saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.”  

Now from the Old Covenant 

Daniel 7:25  
“and (he) shall think to change times and laws:”  

Speaking of the very end of time, the LORD in a vision showed His faithful servant what the last world power 
intends to do. This Anti-Christ will make a deliberate attempt at changing the law(s) of the Most High. 
Note that the verse does not say that this power WILL change, which leaves only one logical conclusion; 
namely, that NO CHANGE did or will take place to the Torah! The anti-Christ will attempt to do it. 

This means that the Torah of YHWH will remain exactly as He gave it to Moshe at Mount Sinai. Only 
YHWH may change times and seasons – “And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, 
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding”.

202
 

However, we are not concerned with the change of time (which, incidentally, took place). 

Did this anti-Christ spirit endeavour to change the Torah of YHWH? It is clear from the context that the 
reference to ‘change ... laws’ is to those laws which were instituted by the Almighty, and not to human laws. 
Humans change their laws at a whim. The answer to the question is undoubtedly yes, he tried to change the 
laws of YHWH.   

Which commandment did this beast power try to change? Was it, perhaps, the first which says that the Lord 
alone is YHWH and worthy of worship? Or maybe the sixth, which says, “thou shalt not kill”? No, not these, 
but the ONLY commandment whereby one can show that he belongs to the Lord; namely, the fourth. Few 
things are as valuable as time. 

This fourth beast of Daniel 7 (Roman Empire) tried to change the Torah of YHWH by teaching that the 
sacredness of the Sabbath as ordained by YHWH, had been substituted for Sunday holiness. Does this then 
mean that Believers have to keep Sunday holy?  Most decidedly not, as there is no real change – this power 
DOES NOT have the authority to effect any changes to the laws of the Most High God.  YHWH did not 
change His laws at all. 
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The Sovereign Lord predicted this endeavour to change His laws, and should Christianity not therefore take 
serious note thereof and consider it as a very definite warning not to be found on the side of this beast 
power? Revelation sounds a very clear warning that YHWH’s people should come out of Babylon and return 
to His fold: “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

203
 

Will there be a Sabbath in the New Earth? 

Yes, indeed. Isaiah 66:22 & 23 sketches this picture: “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain.  And it shall come 
to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to 
worship before me, saith the LORD.” Why would there be a Sabbath-keeping for the New Earth and not on 
the old? Surely YHWH does not change, not today and not ever! 

Those who will inherit the New Earth are those that Rev 14:12 speak about. This verse says, “Here is the 
patience of the saints, they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

Why is it that YHWH, in giving the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, did so with “thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking” —and yet when He allegedly ‘changes’ 
the fourth commandment, He is silent regarding its ‘change’? It does not make sense in the least. 

Finally, the fourth commandment says to keep the Sabbath holy; i.e., the full period of twenty four hours. 
Why, then, do Sunday keeping Christians keep only one hour (the time spent in church) holy? 

Facts from the Roman Catholics on the Sabbath and facts about the Roman Catholics! 

Fact 1 

"For example, nowhere in the Bible do we find that Christ or the Apostles ordered that the Sabbath 
be changed from Saturday to Sunday. We have the commandment of God given to Moses to keep holy 
the Sabbath day, that is the 7th day of the week, Saturday. Today most Christians keep Sunday because it 
has been revealed to us by the church outside the Bible." -Catholic Virginian, "To Tell You the Truth," p. 9, 
Oct. 3, 1947. 

Fact 2 

"Regarding the change from the observance of the Jewish Sabbath to the Christian Sunday, I wish to draw 
your attention to the facts: 
"1) That Protestants, who accept the Bible as the only rule of faith and religion, should by all means go 
back to the observance of the Sabbath. The fact that they do not, but on the contrary observe the 
Sunday, stultifies them in the eyes of every thinking man.  
"2) We Catholics do not accept the Bible as the only rule of faith. Besides the Bible we have the living 
Church, the authority of the Church, as a rule to guide us. We say, this Church, instituted by Christ to teach 
and guide man through life, has the right to change the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament and 
hence, we accept her change of the Sabbath to Sunday. We frankly say, yes, the Church made this 
change, made this law, as she made many other laws, for instance, the Friday abstinence, the 
unmarried priesthood, the laws concerning mixed marriages, the regulation of Catholic marriages 
and a thousand other laws. "It is always somewhat laughable, to see the Protestant churches, in 
pulpit and legislation, demand the observance of Sunday, of which there is nothing in their Bible." - 
Peter R. Kraemer, Catholic Church Extension Society, 1975. 

Fact 3 

"We move from the 'Sabbath' to the 'first day after the Sabbath', from the seventh day to the first day: the 
dies Domini becomes the dies Christi!…By contrast, the Sabbath's position as the seventh day of the week 
suggests for the Lord's Day a complimentary symbolism, much loved by the Fathers. Sunday is not only 
the first day, it is also 'the eighth day', set within the sevenfold succession of days…" - Pope John Paul 
II, Apostolic Letter, Dies Domini, Vatican, May 31, 1998. 

Fact 4 

“The anti-Judaic motivations are clearly expressed by Constantine in his letter to the Christian bishops at 
the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325). 
In this conciliar letter the Emperor urges all Christians to follow the example of the Church of Rome in 
adopting Easter Sunday, because, he wrote: "We ought not therefore to have anything in common 
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with the Jews, for the Savior has shown us another way ... In unanimously adopting this mode [i.e. Easter 
Sunday] we desire, dearest brethren, to separate ourselves from the detestable company of the 
Jews." 11 This letter of the Council of Nicaea represents one of the clearest expression of the theology of 
contempt for the Jews, which was fabricated to justify, among other things, the change from Sabbath to 
Sunday and from Passover to Easter-Sunday. 
Liturgically, the Church of Rome decreed that no religious assemblies and eucharistic celebrations were to 
be held on Saturday. For example, Pope Innocent I (A. D. 402-417) declared that  "as the tradition of the 
Church maintains, in these two days [Friday and Saturday] one should not absolutely celebrate the 
sacraments." 12 Two contemporary church historians, Socrates 13 and Sozomen, confirm Innocent I's 
decretal. For example, Sozomen (about  A. D. 440) tells us that while "the people of Constantinople, and 
almost everywhere, assemble together on the Sabbath, as well as on the first day of the week, such 
custom is never observed at Rome and Alexandria."  - AN OPEN LETTER TO DR. JAMES KENNEDY by 
Samuele Bacchiocchi, Ph.D.,  Retired Professor of Theology, Andrews University. 

 

Luke 24:27   
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

Same explanation as with Luke 16:29, 31   
 
Luke 24:44   
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me.  

Same explanation as with Luke 16:29, 31   

JOHN 

John 1:17   
For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.  

This is explained in detail in the letter to the Romans, Galatians and the letter of James. 

John 1:45   
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  

Same explanation as with Luke 16:29, 31   

John 5:45, 46   
45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye 
trust. 
46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 

In general, Christians see this reference to Moses as the Law, which is something negative, because the 
Pharisees trusted the Torah only. It is perceived that the Pharisees are bad, because they trusted only in the 
Law of Moses and not in Y’shua. 

But looking closely what Y’shua Himself says: 

• He says that the Torah accuses or convinces you, 
• He also says that the Pharisees trust the Torah completely as their guidance, 
• But then Y’shua says the Pharisees do not believe what is written in the Torah about the promised 

Messiah, 
• He continues to say that if they believed the prophetic Scriptures in the Torah about the Messiah, then 

the Pharisees would have recognized Y’shua as the Jewish Messiah. 

Once again, the Torah was designed to point you to the Messiah and His work on the cross. 

John 7:19   
Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me?  

Y’shua never had a problem with the Torah of YHWH. He had a problem with the Pharisees who taught the 
Torah to others but did not act according to the teachings of the Torah. This is clearly seen in Matt 23:2, 23’s 
explanation.  
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John 7:22-23   
22 Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on 
the sabbath day circumcise a man. 
23 If a man on the Sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye 
angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?  

Christians in general all fully agree that circumcision is only for the Jews—this will be discussed in Acts 15:1. 
Secondly, they perceive that Y’shua confronted the Pharisees because they circumcised on their own 
Sabbath day according to their Law, which is indirectly work they perform on the Sabbath—thus making 
them hypocrites. What Christians do not understand is that circumcision and any good deed was allowed to 
be performed on the Shabbat according to the Torah. 

Does this now mean that no work can be done at all according to Exod 20:10; Lev 23: 3; Jer 17:21-22? No 
watering the lawn, no working in the yard, no hobbies, no surfing, no fixing flat tires, etc. Does it mean, 
according to Torah, if a person did not stop all types of activity in honour of the Sabbath, he was breaking the 
‘law’? Also in Num 15:32-36 if a man was caught collecting sticks on the Sabbath, he received a "rock 
concert"

204
 from the people he knew. 

Absolutely true! YHWH told us in no uncertain terms that we are not to do any work on the Sabbath. But did 
He tell us not to enjoy our hobbies, or refrain from surfing?  

In Jeremiah 17, we are told YHWH said: 21 "If you value your lives, don't carry anything on Shabbat or bring 
it in through the gates of Yerushalayim; 22 don't carry anything out of your houses on Shabbat; and don't do 
any work...." In verse 27, YHWH goes on to use the word "loads" in reference to "work". 

Since YHWH refrained from labour on the seventh day, we are commanded to do likewise. Traditional Jews 
translate this mandate into practical observance by refraining from any act of creation or destruction on the 
Sabbath. Shabbat is a Hebrew word and its meaning is REST. Shabbat is a day devoted to rest from our 
everyday work (whether it be income-producing work, or cooking and cleaning, or yard work). It is to be a 
day of reflection, prayer and Torah/Bible study. It is also a day to enjoy our "time off" with family. YHWH 
never forbade us to enjoy the things we consider "fun" and relaxation after our Bible studies - such as playing 
games, taking naps, or even surfing. He never actually said, "Thou shalt not surf on Shabbat"... But, if He 
had, then we certainly should NOT surf on the Sabbath! 

Many, if not most Christians don't adhere to the Fourth Commandment at all. While they might attend church 
on Sunday, many often go right on doing whatever they want on that day, including heading to the office to 
"catch up", or to mow the lawn or clean the house, etc. They don't actually take a day of REAL rest as 
YHWH commanded. 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. For 
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.”

205
  

The New Covenant reveals that in the intervening centuries, the Rabbis added a myriad of details to the 
Sabbath command, thus missing the spirit of it as a wonderful gift for man's good. Y’shua did His utmost to 
get His followers to view these traditions through a different lens than the one shared by the Pharisees.  

“At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were hungred, and began 
to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy 
disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the Sabbath day. But he said unto them, Have ye not read 
what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were with him; How he entered into the house of 
God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, 
but only for the priests? Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than 
the temple. But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have 
condemned the guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day. And when he was departed 
thence, he went into their synagogue: And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they 
asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day? That they might accuse him. And he said unto 
them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath 
day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath day."

206
  

                                                      
204 He was stoned to death 
205 1 John 5:3-4 
206 Matt 12:1-12 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

85 
 

Y’shua didn't come to abolish the Sabbath (or any of YHWH's original teachings) but to dig it out from under 
the mountain of legalistic sediment, and return it to us once more as a blessing rather than the burden it had 
become. It is a day for showing mercy and a day for doing good - and if you are allowed to "do good", then 
does that not insinuate you may leave your homes, drive to synagogue, drive to town to do something you 
consider pleasurable, or walk to your neighbour's house for fellowship? The Sabbath should not be governed 
rigidly by narrow definitions of what is work and what it is not; it is a day to get your mind off your job, your 
troubles and trials, and to focus on YHWH - and to rest. 

But many say NO kindling of a fire according to Exod 35:3. No fellowship cookouts or barbecues. You can't 
go into a restaurant and get a hamburger that's been flame-grilled you can't cook eggs or pancakes in the 
morning because you'd be kindling a fire for cooking. To drive a car would be to "kindle a fire" in the 
combustion chamber of your engine. 

That statement is indicative of someone who hasn't got a clue about YHWH or the Torah! In biblical times, 
kindling fires was extremely hard work. They not only had to cut the trees and branches and split the logs, 
but also to drag them home, afterwards. Compare that to today where we simply light a match or turn a knob 
or push a button on our gas grills or microwaves - that could hardly be considered "work"! We don't have to 
carry any heavy loads in order to heat up the food we prepared yesterday. We don't have to butcher a cow or 
gather wood. YHWH did NOT say we couldn't eat or enjoy "fellowship cookouts" on a Shabbat. Here's what 
the Bible tells us: 

“On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two 'omers per person; and all the community 
leaders came and reported to Moshe. He told them "This is what ADONAI has said: 'Tomorrow is a holy 
Shabbat for ADONAI. Bake what you want to bake; boil what you want to boil' and whatever is left over, set 
aside and keep for the morning.'" They set it aside till morning, as Moshe had ordered; and it didn't rot or 
have worms. Moshe said, "Today, eat that; because today is a Shabbat for ADONAI - today you won't find it 
in the field. Gather it six days, but the seventh day is the Shabbat - on that day there won't be any." 
However, on the seventh day, some of the people went out to gather and found none. ADONAI said to 
Moshe, "How long will you refuse to observe my mitzvot (words/commands) and teachings? Look, ADONAI 
has given you the Shabbat. This is why he is providing bread for two days on the sixth day. Each of you, 
stay where you are; no one is to leave this place on the seventh day."

207
  

Like everything else in the Bible, you have to take the above Scripture in context: During the Mosaic 
Covenant times, YHWH kept the Israelites in the desert/wilderness for 40 years for some serious re-training 
and "deprogramming" of what had been drilled into them by their pagan Egyptian captors for 400 years. He 
was trying to show them exactly who He was and how to obey and please Him. They basically had 
everything handed to them food-wise, and YHWH had a simple command for the sixth day: Do what I tell you 
and don't gather manna tomorrow on the seventh day because there won't be any - it's the Sabbath. I gave 
you enough to last two days so you wouldn't have to bother gathering more. YHWH, in His utter frustration 
over being ignored, ultimately made it perfectly clear that NOBODY was supposed to try to gather manna; 
they were, instead, to stay "in their places" on the seventh day. 
 
YHWH's intent was to gain the people's obedience. He did not want them running around worrying about 
gathering manna on the Sabbath. He even proved to them that the left-over manna from the sixth day, to be 
eaten on the seventh day, Sabbath, would not rot/spoil. He simply wanted them to learn to trust Him in all 
things. He wanted to show the Israelites (and all believers) that through Him, they/we could take one day of 
complete rest, unburdened by the routine physical responsibilities that normally demand our attention and 
energy for every day living. 

But you are not allowed to travel on the Shabbat, some argue.
208

 Later, the Jews added to this law, 
allowing only a ‘half mile’ of travel on the Sabbath which we see observed in the New Covenant. But the pure 
Torah says "stay at home". Actually, if you kept this part of the Torah, you could not travel to your church 
gathering unless it was less than ‘one-quarter mile’ away from home. If you had an emergency, you could not 
drive to the hospital. 

YHWH was not telling people in Exod 16:29 not to travel! Please read Exod 16:28! YHWH says: "How long 
will you refuse to observe my mitzvot and teachings?" He was angered at the people who ignored the 
command to not attempt to gather manna on the Sabbath! So He had to declare that the people were to 
stay put on the seventh day and not go out and gather manna! Yes, the rabbis of old constantly added to, 
and "read into" the Scripture and tried to determine how far one could travel before they broke Torah. At 
least they tried to understand and obey YHWH rather than weasel out of any obedience like most are doing! 
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Y’shua did His best to dispel and undo many of these "rabbinical" teachings; because the rabbis had, indeed, 
transformed the Sabbath into a complete burden. 

And Y’shua healed on the Sabbath—which means if we have an emergency, we're most definitely allowed 
to seek medical treatment! It also means that healers - doctors, nurses, medical people of all types - may 
work on the Sabbath if need be. YHWH never said, "Thou shalt not heal on the Sabbath". 

Others bellow out, “No trading”.
209

 If you happened to need gas to get to church service, you could not 
"trade" money for gasoline. You would not be allowed to buy a cassette tape of that morning's message or a 
book at the store. There is to be no exchanging of money for goods. If you worked with stocks and you 
needed to sell, you couldn't. 

There they go again, misinterpreting the Scripture! Let's examine Amos 8:5 and see what was really said ... 
‘You say, "When will Rosh-Hodesh be over, so we can market our grain? And Shabbat, so we can sell 
wheat?" You measure the grain in a small eifah, but the silver in heavy shekels, fixing the scales, so that you 
can cheat ..."’ 

Who is the "you" in the Scripture above? You find it in verse 4: "... you who swallow the needy and destroy 
the poor of the land!" 

Here the prophet was discussing YHWH's anger with His people's disobedience. YHWH was angered by 
those people who could not wait for the observant follower to come out of Shabbat observance so they could 
continue "marketing" - meaning cheating the good people! Does this Scripture actually SAY we cannot 
"trade" or "exchange money" for goods? No, it does not! YHWH never said, "Thou shalt not buy or sell on the 
Sabbath". MAN has added that idea! (Granted, if you "work with stocks", that's another thing; that's 
considered working your normal job in which you earn income. That would be prohibited on the Sabbath.) 
Some like to use the example of Y’shua's throwing "the money changers" out of the temple, insisting that this 
means YHWH doesn't like us "buying or selling" or doing business of any kind: 

“Yeshua entered the Temple grounds and drove out those who were doing business there, both the 
merchants and their customers. He upset the desks of the money-changers and knocked over the benches 
of those who were selling pigeons. He said to them, "It has been written, 'My house will be called a house of 
prayer.'" But you are making it into a den of robbers!"

210
  

QUESTION: Was it a Sabbath when Y’shua threw these people out of the Temple for conducting all sorts of 
business? No! We aren't told which day it was, but it wasn't on a Sabbath because Y’shua rode into town on 
a donkey (animals aren't supposed to work on Sabbath, either), and the people had cut branches from trees 
to spread on the road before Him. He threw out these "business men" who were turning a profit on their 
wares and had turned the Holy Temple into a carnival-like atmosphere, thus defiling its true purpose! 

No marketing is another argument made by some.
211

 Make sure you do no shopping whatsoever. You can't 
buy any ice cream for dessert after dinner or anything else. If you run out of food or drink at home you can't 
go out to purchase any, you can't even buy a stick of gum. 

So, what's to stop you from stocking up on the SIXTH day? Is it a burden for us to plan ahead and stock up 
so that we DON'T "run out of food" by Saturday? Why can't you buy your cotton-pickin' ice cream or chewing 
gum on Friday? If we truly belong to YHWH, then NOTHING He asks of us should be considered a burden. 
You can't pick and choose which Scripture to randomly ignore. 

"If the peoples of the lands bring merchandise or food to sell on Shabbat, we will not buy from them on 
Shabbat or on a holy day ...”

212
  

“In those days I saw in Judah some who were treading wine presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sacks 
of grain and loading them on donkeys, as well as wine, grapes, figs and all kinds of loads, and they brought 
them into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day so I admonished them on the day they sold food.”

213
  

“It came about that just as it grew dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath; I commanded that the 
doors should be shut and that they should not open them until after the Sabbath. Then I stationed some of 
my servants at the gates so that no load would enter on the Sabbath day.”

214
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We have ask ourselves: Did YHWH Himself speak these words? Did YHWH Himself tell us not to do "any 
shopping whatsoever" on the Sabbath? No! The prophet and the people were discussing these things. They 
were telling each other what they would and would not do on the Sabbath. They were not going to permit the 
"peoples of the land" to cause them to break their Sabbath observance! There's no Scripture in the Bible 
wherein YHWH tells us not to "buy or sell" on the Sabbath. HOWEVER - YHWH did tell us to cease working 
on the Sabbath, and Commerce is working/making a living. If someone can't go from Friday afternoon to 
Saturday evening without buying or selling, then they have a problem! It is not a big deal if you plan ahead 
for it. 

"... A holy assembly with double the daily offering along with the other offerings.”
215

 In other words, you are 
to give twice as much on the Sabbath. Do we practice this today in compliance with Old Covenant law? Do 
Sabbatarians really practice the law? Have you seen people go to Shabbat and give twice as much each 
week? 

Again, the Scripture is taken out of context! Exodus Chapter 28 is about the observance of the rules for 
presenting the FOOD offerings to YHWH! YHWH had given to the Israelites in abundance in the desert and 
as they prepared the lambs for their meal, YHWH had them honour Him by their presenting Him a lamb at 
morning and at dusk. On Shabbat it is doubly-special, and the observant Israelite was doubly blessed for it! 
The food offerings had NOTHING to do with tithing!  

Then there is another argument: Because it is the Shabbat, new showbread must be put in the holy 
place.

216
 Of course, this cannot be done today since there is no Temple, so this part of the Sabbath cannot 

be followed by the church, correct? Also, the fact is the Sabbath was not made for the Gentiles, but for the 
Jews and their generations (Exod 31:12-17). It's a law given between YHWH and the Jews, and the 
argument goes on and on. 

The "Church" CAN, however, keep kosher, and follow the Biblical feasts and the seventh day Sabbath - 
which they don't! So, why make a big deal about the showbread? Obviously, it's to prove the point that 
"Sabbatarians"

217
 supposedly don't have their heads screwed on right. Their argument goes something like 

this: “We ‘Sabbatarians’ are at least doing what we can for YHWH, rather than to sit on our haunches and 
pretend our afterlife is assured simply because "we believe".”  

You might have the "insurance policy" of "Jesus", but you need to read the "fine print": 

"The dragon was infuriated over the woman and went off to fight the rest of her children, those who obey 
God's commands and bear witness to Yeshua."

218
  

"This is when perseverance is needed on the part of God's people, those who observe his commands and 
exercise Yeshua's faithfulness."

219
  

Please note, the above Scriptures don't call these people "Christians", nor do they mention the "Ten 
Commandments". They simply refer to "the Commands" or "the Commandments", depending on which Bible 
version you use. 

YHWH warns us in Proverbs 4:2 - "I give you good instruction: Do not forsake my Torah." With the advent of 
Christianity, the "Old Testament", along with YHWH's original teaching and instruction, somehow became 
null and void ... BIG mistake! Y’shua was our final SIN Sacrifice; not someone who came to abolish YHWH's 
original teachings! Messianic Jews and Gentiles are the ones who actually keep Torah (which Y’shua 
NEVER abolished) AND they hold the testimony of Y’shua. These are the very ones mentioned in Rev 
12:17! 

Only those who continue during the Tribulation Period to obey YHWH's commands, including keeping the 
Sabbath, will finally enter the glorious "rest" of YHWH's Kingdom and receive the gift of eternal, spiritual life! 
Sabbath-keeping shows an attitude of simple obedience. It is a test of our attitude, revealing whether we 
really want to obey and depend upon YHWH and receive His Ruach HaKodesh. 

By the way, the Sabbath is NOT only for the Jews! 

"The same Torah and standard of judgement will apply to both you and the foreigner living with you."
220
  

And: 

                                                      
215 Num 28:9 
216 Lev 24:8 
217 A group that only keeps the Shabbat and not the rest of Torah 
218 Rev 12:17 
219 Rev 14:12 
220 Num 15:16 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

88 
 

"So there remains a Shabbat-keeping for God's people."
221
  

Perhaps if the “General Christian” tried as hard to obey Torah as he/she currently tries to disobey, his/her 
eyes would be opened! 

The last part of the requirements for keeping the Sabbath day law is the penalty for breaking it: DEATH. 
This is normally the last argument a non-Sabbath keeping Christian will throw at you. 

Yes, death! That scares you, doesn't it? It scares you so much that you are desperately trying to justify 
throwing out the Word so you don't have to obey! YHWH is God, and He can do whatever He wants. He 
plainly warned the people about the consequences of their actions—and then, in His mercy and grace 
(because He knew we were never going to "get right" with Him without it), He sent us a Final Sin Sacrifice. 
Ours is to obey, not to whine, complain, and disobey simply because we find His commands to be 
"inconvenient". And guess what? Your eagerness to find a way "out" of obedience to Torah is condemned in 
the New Covenant as it was condemned in the Old. 

"Therefore, let us be terrified of the possibility that, even though the promise of entering His rest remains, 
any one of you might be judged to have fallen short of it; for Good News has also been proclaimed to us, 
just as it was to them. But the message they heard didn't do them any good, because those who heard it 
did not combine it with trust"

222
  

What message had they heard? That those who were disobedient to YHWH's commands would not enter 
into His rest! We, who have the shed blood of the Messiah Y’shua for our sins, must also combine our trust 
in Him with our obedience to Torah! 

If you are talking to the Orthodox Jews, then you need to remember, THEY do their best to follow YHWH's 
original teachings and instructions. Rather than to put them down for keeping YHWH's Sabbath, perhaps we 
should concentrate on getting OUR understanding of the Bible in order, and be praying for traditional Jews to 
come to a saving knowledge of Y’shua. 

The bottom line is, if YHWH HAD been more specific and told us, "Don't even bother getting out of bed on 
the Shabbat because I don't want you moving a muscle"—then we would, indeed, have to stay in bed and 
not move a muscle. Whenever YHWH speaks, we MUST listen! But, He didn't. He gave us an exact outline 
of what was expected of us in our daily walk with Him. He simply said not to do "any work" on the Sabbath. 
This means we are not to wear ourselves out by doing the things we normally have to do in order to 
survive. We are to take a break and rest, and to concentrate on Him and all the blessings we've received. 
Shabbat is a day to concentrate on and rejoice in the awesomeness of YHWH and His creation because, 
without Him, none of us would even be here! 

YHWH's ordained Sabbath is not now, nor ever has been, a burden. 
However, our constant disobedience and whining and complaining has been, and continues to be, a burden to 
God 

 
John 7:49   
But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.  

The servants, Nicodemeus and the Pharisees, are in an argument here. The “Law-abiding” Pharisees, 
according to Christian understanding, make the invalid point here that if you do not follow the Law then you 
are cursed, and if you follow the Law you are not cursed. 

The Pharisees are quoting from Hos 4:6 which the “Christian” so many times quote, or at least the first part. 
Most Christians know the first part of the passage by heart, but in reality the second part is more important 
than the first part. Let us do an exegesis on this verse and see what it really entails, keeping in mind that 
Y’shua Himself said that the Pharisees teachings are sound

223
 and that the people should listen to them – 

indirectly listen to Moses, which is to the Torah: 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: (lack of knowledge will surely destroy you) 

because thou hast rejected knowledge, (what knowledge does the “Christian” reject today?) 

I will also reject thee, (what knowledge is so serious that YHWH will reject you?) 

that thou shalt be no priest to me: (you will also not belong to the “royal priesthood”
224

) 

seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, (here is the answer – if you forget YHWH’s Torah) 

I will also forget thy children.” (your children will be influenced as well) 
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Can we honestly and blatantly still reject the Torah of YHWH? What is even more shocking is what the wise 
man Solomon in Proverbs says about rejecting the Torah: 

“He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”
225
  

 
John 8:5   
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?  

The Pharisees challenged Y’shua that the woman they brought to Him must be executed by stoning because 
she was involved in adultery. Christians see “grace” is good enough for her and that the “law” of the Old 
Testament” is inferior to His grace—in other words, that “grace” overrules the “law”. This is one of the most 
interesting yet most misunderstood parts of the Bible, but let us start with the easy part—the “adultery” and 
“fornication” issue.  

Wikipedia defines adultery as: “Adultery is the voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person 
and another person who is not his or her spouse, though in many places it is only considered adultery 
when a married woman has sexual relations with someone who is not her husband. In most cases, in 
Western countries, only the married party is said to have committed adultery, and if both parties are married 
(but not to each other) then they both commit separate acts of adultery. In other countries, both parties to the 
adultery are considered guilty, while in others again only the woman is able to commit adultery and 
considered to be guilty. Adultery is also referred to as extramarital sex, philandary or infidelity but does not 
include fornication.”

226
  

Fornication must not be confused with adultery. Wikipedia defines fornication as: “Fornication is a term which 
refers to voluntary sexual intercourse between persons not married to each other. The origin of the 
word derives from Latin. The word fornix means "an archway" or "vault" (in Rome, prostitutes could be 
solicited there). More directly, fornicatio means "done in the archway"; thus a euphemism for prostitution. 
Fornication is dealt with differently in various religions, societies and cultures.”

227
 

The TaNaCh prohibits adultery in the seventh of the Ten Commandments.
228

 Deut 22:22 defines adultery as 
sexual relations between a married woman and a man other than her husband. Both are guilty, and the 
penalty is death: 

“If a man commits adultery with another man's wife – with the wife of his neighbor – both the adulterer and 
the adulteress must be put to death.” 

“And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his 
neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”

229
  

A consequence is that, under biblical law, sexual relations by an unmarried woman is not considered to be 
adultery, whether the man is married or not. 

Though the Torah prescribes the death penalty by stoning for adultery, the legal procedural requirements 
were very exacting and required the testimony of two witnesses of good character

230
 for conviction. In 

practice, nobody is convicted of adultery. 

At the civil level, however, Jewish law (halakha) forbids a man to continue living with an adulterous wife, 
and he is obliged to divorce her. Also, an adulteress is not permitted to marry the adulterer, but, to avoid any 
doubt as to her status as being free to marry another or that of her children, he must give her a divorce as if 
they were married (see details at Matt 19:7-8). Also, Jewish law recognizes the "law of the land" in these 
matters; so that if the law of the land has greater restrictions, then they will also apply. 

Now we will discuss the more complex issue of what really was discussed here. According to the Torah, both 
a fornicator and an adultress must be killed. The Pharisees, however, came to trap Y’shua to accuse Him of 
something more serious than most “Christians” read on the surface. According to Dr. Gerhard Nel, there are 
basically two problems according to Halacha: 

1. If Y’shua meant to say to the Pharisees that the one without sin can cast the first stone, then He would 
have added to the Torah and contradicted the Torah, as the Torah says nobody is without sin. 

2. If it is understood that Y’shua told the woman that she is without sin then He would have reduced the 
Torah, as the Torah says nobody is without sin. 
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In other words, Y’shua would have violated the Torah twice, which of course He did not do. So what is the 
deeper insight into this passage? 

The truth is that the Oral Tradition states clearly that if Israel is not a sovereign state—meaning have full 
rulership by its own—then her leaders are not allowed to give the death sentence. This, then, means if 
Y’shua forgave the woman her sin, He would have violated the Torah. If He allowed the woman to be stoned, 
He would have violated the law of the land and the Roman authorities would have held Him accountable. In 
other words, the Pharisees came to Y’shua with this “trap”. The solution to this very complex issue is what 
Y’shua wrote in the sand. 
 
What Y’shua wrote in the ground is the explanation of Torah and Roman authority issue. What follows next is 
what Y’shua told them—and this is even more important. What He said is “he that is without sin amongs you, 
let him cast the first stone at her”.  With this, He exposed them to the Torah which states clearly that all are 
sinners. This is the reason why they later turned around and walked away. But He wrote in the ground twice. 
He also told them that the law of the land requires that no Israelite was allowed to give the death sentence. 
In other words, Y’shua cleverly argued against this and did not violate any Torah or the Civil Law.  

The punchline is what Y’shua said next: “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more”. What Y’shua was 
actually saying is, “I do not sentence you, either; as I cannot break the Torah or go against the Civil Law, but 
go now and make sure you do not do those sins anymore”. 

There is also a school of thought that says He could have a written a Messianic prophecy about Himself from 
the Book of Jeremiah. 

There were several ceremonial practices that were celebrated as part of the annual Feast of Tabernacles. 
One of those traditions was The Celebration of Water Drawing and Pouring. The priests would have been 
divided into three groups, with each group having a definite assignment. The third group of priests were 
assigned to go to the pool known as Siloam and drew out what was known as "mayim chayim", (living water) 
which was to be poured into a golden vase. At the appropriate time during the feast, as the worshippers sang 
a song about the joy of drawing water from the well of salvation, the High Priest would pour the "mayim 
chayim" (living water) from the golden vase onto the altar. 

YHWH gave specific instructions in Leviticus 23 for the observance of this Feast and each of the 
components of the Old Covenant feasts had significant meaning pointing to its fulfilment in the Messiah. The 
annual celebration of these feasts began with the institution of the Old Covenant Temple practices in the 
days of Moshe. But if we fast-forward from the Old Covenant celebrations of The Feast of Tabernacles and 
look at a New Covenant observance of the same feast, we can find an actual incident in which Y’shua 
fulfilled the prophecy of the "mayim chayim" in declaring Himself to be the real “Living Water”. 

In the second chapter of John, we learn that Y’shua was in town during the Jewish annual observance of the 
Feast of Tabernacles.

231
 The worshippers would have just sung, "With joy you will draw water from the wells 

of salvation". The Hebrew word for salvation is "Yeshua", or Y’shua. Remember that they called the water 
collected from the pool of Siloam "living water". So for years they had essentially been singing about drawing 
living water from Y’shua, without even realizing it. But here's what happened on the final day of The Feast of 
Tabernacles’ celebration in the year in which John recorded the incident about the woman caught in 
adultery. 

"On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water." But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the 
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."

232
 

Y’shua (Salvation) had the attention of everyone in the crowd when He declared that the true living water 
would come from Him. He was inviting them to drink of Him, taking in water that would satisfy all thirsts. They 
could truly do as they had just sung. They could "draw water from the wells of salvation". And when a person 
drank from Him, they would also become a well from which living waters would flow. Just in case we didn't 
understand what Y’shua was implying, John explained what He tried to convey. The Ruach HaKodesh was 
still a future promise at this point; because Y’shua had not yet been crucified, resurrected, and ascended to 
Heaven. But in the near future of the people hearing this message, the Ruach HaKodesh would come to live 
within them and enable them to be vessels filled to overflowing with the living water of the Messiah. 

In all the Biblical holy days, about which YHWH gave specific instructions for observing, He painted a picture 
of salvation for all generations. Even in the Old Covenant instructions for these celebrations, it is obvious that 
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YHWH's plan has always been to provide salvation through His Messiah, Y’shua; that people would one day 
be able to draw living water from the well of salvation (Yeshua). How could anyone miss the symbolism of 
His beautiful artwork in the pictures painted by the Feasts, especially this one? Yet some did, and some still 
do. 

In John 8:1-8, a story that happened shortly following the celebration at which Y’shua declared Himself to be 
Living Water is recorded. Early in the morning, after the Feast of Tabernacles seventh day celebration, 
Y’shua came back into the Temple. A crowd gathered and He began to teach them. His lesson was 
interrupted by a group of Scribes and Pharisees who brought Him the woman who had been caught in 
adultery. They quoted the Law to Him, stating that she should be stoned for her sin. They hoped to force 
Y’shua to openly speak and act in opposition to YHWH's Torah. 

But Y’shua did something that may have seemed strange to the crowd and to the Scribes and Pharisees. He 
knelt to the ground and began to write a message in the dust with His finger. He then rose and told the 
accusers that whichever one of them had no sin should be the first one to cast a stone at the woman. He 
then stooped to the ground again and resumed writing in the dust. 

The Bible records that the scribes and Pharisees were convicted by their own conscience and that they all 
left, one by one. Y’shua remained there, alone with the woman, and told her that there was no one left to 
condemn her. And then He spoke some of the most beautiful words ever spoken. 

"And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more."
233
 

Obviously, the message from Y’shua to the crowd that day was that He had come to bring salvation and 
not condemnation. That had always been YHWH's message through Him, especially in the symbolism of 
the Feast of Tabernacles. But even though they had just spent seven days in celebration, as YHWH's 
promise and plan unfolded before them in the pictures painted by their observance of The Feast of 
Tabernacles, they had missed the point again. 

What did Y’shua write on the ground that day? The passage in John 8 doesn't tell us. As the alternative 
school of thought reason, we might be able to draw some clues from Jer 17:13. In this entire passage, the 
prophet Jeremiah recorded a prophecy about the judgment of the Jewish nation. But in this verse, the 
prophet Jeremiah is very specific. 

"O Lord, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You shall be ashamed. Those who depart from Me shall be 
written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters."

234
  

Can you imagine the sadness that must have filled the heart of Y’shua as He fulfilled the prophecy of the 
prophet Jeremiah and wrote in the dust that day? They had once again forsaken the message of the 
Feasts. They had just seen the promised Fountain of Living Waters standing before them, yet they were 
more interested in seeing that the Torah was kept to the letter. They would rather stone her to death, than to 
see the grace of YHWH in the Torah. They say, surely it was the names of those who had forsaken the 
living water that Y’shua wrote in the dust that day. 

John 8:17   
It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true.  

Christians understand this as an ongoing conflict between the Pharisees and Y’shua, a direct conflict 
between Law and Grace, because Y’shua categorically states it is “your law”. Christians firmly believe that 
the Pharisees’ Law is not part of Y’shua’s new law. Christians assume that the Pharisees and the Law are 
continuously associated with each other, and that is the very point Y’shua wanted to bring out. Do not follow 
the Law of the Pharisees! 

As has been proven many times before, Torah must be kept. Y’shua is quoting from Deut 17:6 and 19:15 in 
the Torah.  

John 9:28-20   
28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 
29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

Same explanation as with John 8:17. 
 

John 10:34   
Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?  
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Same explanation as with John 8:17 for “in your law”. The term “Ye are gods” is “en toi nomoi humon” in 
Greek and Y’shua quotes from Psalm 82:6 “I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most 
High.” The term nomos (law) applying here to the entire Old Covenant as in John 12:34; 15:25; Rom 3:19;                      
1 Cor 14:21.  

“I said” in Greek is hoti ego eipa. Recitative hoti before a direct quotation like our quotation marks. Eipa is a 
late second aorist

235
 form of indicative with -a instead of -on.  

“Ye are gods” in Greek is theoi este. Another direct quotation after eipa but without hoti. The judges of Israel 
abused their office and YHWH is represented in Psalm 82:6 as calling them “gods” (theoi, elohim) because 
they were YHWH’s representatives. See the same use of elohim in Exod 21:6; Exod 22:9, Exod 22:28. 
Y’shua meets the rabbis on their own ground in a thoroughly Jewish way. 

John 12:34   
The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, 
The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?  

It is understood by Christians that the “law” refers to the “Old Testament” in general, and the “Old Testament” 
in general spoke of the Messiah.

236
 Messiah is the Hebrew for Christ and means “Anointed One”. In other 

words, the “Old Testament” spoke of the “Anointed One” which was to come. 

John 12:49-50 
49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak. 
50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father 
said unto me, so I speak. 

Christians in general do not view this verse that YHWH’s Torah is a requirement for ‘life everlasting’. They 
see this verse as the Word in general which Y’shua spoke, and that it is the Word in general that gives 
everlasting life; which in a sense is correct, but the Torah was specifically designed to give you life.  

In this section, we need to examine what the Bible says about how a man can gain eternal life. A Believer 
needs to know how to live forever from YHWH’s perspective. Let's begin by looking at: 

Gen 3:20-24 
Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. YHWH God made 
garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. And YHWH God said, "The man has now 
become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." So YHWH God banished him from the Garden of 
Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east 
side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the 
tree of life. 

So, in Genesis, YHWH says that men would live forever if they eat from the tree of life. This is the first 
reference to eternal life, in the Scriptures. Let’s look again to see if there are any other ways to have eternal 
life. 

Deut 4:39-40 
Acknowledge and take to heart this day that YHWH is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There 
is no other. Keep His decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well 
with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land YHWH your God gives you 
for all time.  

The above-mentioned passage seems to be saying that you can live forever by keeping the commands and 
decrees of YHWH. Lest we have any doubt, let’s try to confirm this from another passage. 
 
Ezek 20:10-13 
Therefore I led them out of Egypt and brought them into the desert. I gave them my decrees and made 
known to them my laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. Also I gave them my Sabbaths as a 
sign between us, so they would know that I YHWH made them holy. "'Yet the people of Israel rebelled 

                                                      
235 Aorist (from Greek αοριστός without horizon, unbounded) a verb tense used in some Indo-European languages, such as Classical 
Greek, to denote action, or in the indicative mood, past action, without further implication –  
http://www.google.co.za/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:aorist&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title  
or (a verb tense in some languages (classical Greek and Sanskrit) expressing action (especially past action) without indicating its 
completion or continuation) –  
http://wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?s=aorist 
236 Psalm 89:4; 110:4; Isa 9:7; Ezek 37:25; Dan 7:14 
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against me in the desert. They did not follow my decrees but rejected my laws—although the man who 
obeys them will live by them—and they utterly desecrated my Sabbaths. So I said I would pour out my 
wrath on them and destroy them in the desert. 

Ezekiel never comes right out and calls it eternal life, but it is obvious that the way to live is through the 
commands of YHWH. The wicked do not live like the righteous. The only difference must be in how long they 
live. Let’s look at a few more passages to make this point clear. 

Matt 19:15-17  
When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. Now a man came up to Yeshua and asked, 
"Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Yeshua 
replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." 

And 

Mark 10:17-23 
As Yeshua started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he 
asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" "Why do you call me good?" Yeshua answered. "No one is 
good—except God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'" "Teacher," he declared, 
"all these I have kept since I was a boy." Yeshua looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he 
said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me." At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. Yeshua looked 
around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 

And 

Luke 10:25-28 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Yeshua. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?" "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'" "You have answered correctly," Yeshua replied. "Do this and you will live." 

The second way to live forever is to obey the commands of YHWH. By obeying Torah, we inherit eternal life. 
Let’s look at another way to live forever. 

John 6:43-51 
"Stop grumbling among yourselves," Yeshua answered. "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him, and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who 
listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; 
only he has seen the Father. I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your 
forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a 
man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 
forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 

Yet another way to live forever is to eat of the Bread from Heaven. Y’shua is obviously The Bread from 
Heaven. This Living Bread is clarified in: 

John 3:10-16  
"You are Israel's teacher," said Yeshua, "and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we 
speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our 
testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak 
of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of 
Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, That everyone 
who believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

The third way to live forever involves believing in the Son of G-d. This third way is described repeatedly 
throughout the Scriptures in various ways. They all boil down to faith in Mashiach. 

Let's summarize the methods used by YHWH and described in His Scriptures for obtaining eternal life: 

1. Eat from the Tree of Life. 
2. Obey the commands of YHWH. 
3. Believe in the Son of God. 

These are all clearly spelled out in the Bible, yet there is a problem. Let’s look at the problem: 

John 14:6 
Yeshua answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
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me. 

Mashiach seems to be saying that there is ONLY ONE way to life and that is through Y’shua. Yet, we have 
already seen that there are clearly three ways to live forever. How do we resolve this? Proverbs puts all three 
of these together. 

Prov 3:13-20 
Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, For she is more profitable than 
silver and yields better returns than gold. She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare 
with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways, 
and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will be 
blessed. By wisdom YHWH laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; By 
his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. 

The above passage is read in the synagogue when the Torah scroll is returned to the ark. When we say this, 
we agree that Torah is the ultimate wisdom. This passage shows that whoever created the world is Torah 
and is the Tree of life. So, the Tree of Life, the Torah, and Y’shua are all the same entity. Y’shua must 
be the Tree of Life. Y’shua must be the Torah. Y’shua is THE way and THE truth and THE life! 

The Scriptures often compare two different things to a third thing. For example: Torah is light and Y’shua is 
light. 

Prov 6:23 
For the commandment [is] a lamp; and the law (Torah) [is] light; and reproofs of instruction [are] the way of 
life: 

John 8:12 
When Yeshua spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

This has profound implications for the Believer today. It means that we must obey all of YHWH's commands 
in the Torah or we will, in effect, be discarding a part of Y’shua. It means that if we make a distinction 
between the laws of YHWH that we must obey and those that we don't have to obey, that we must somehow 
believe in part of Y’shua and not in all of Him. This does not work! Just as Y’shua is a single entity, so also is 
the Torah a single entity. We can not divide the commands of YHWH any more than we can divide the body 
of Messiah. We either obey all of the Torah or we have rejected Mashiach. 

Further evidence for this idea is demonstrated by the fact that the Sages divide the 613 commandments into 
248 positive (corresponding to the 248 bodily organs) and 365 negative (corresponding to the 365 bodily 
sinews). After all, a wise individual understands that he must take care of the entire organism if he desires 
physical well-being. So, too, it borders on spiritual blindness to dramatize one mitzvah while ignoring 
another. If Y’shua is the Living Torah, then these 613 mitzvot represent His body! 

John 13:34   
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. 

Same explanation as with Matt 22:36, 38, 40. 

John 14:15   
If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

How Christians get past this verse as to not like Torah, is mind-boggling. Christians are taught that the 
“commandments” here are the general instructions of the “New Testament”, and has nothing to do with the 
YHWH’s literal Torah given to Moshe. 

When Torah is understood in its proper Hebrew context, here is some of what the New Covenant says about 
it:  

• Faith does not abolish any part of the Torah (Matt 5:17-20, James 2:10)  

• Keeping the Torah is part of the faith that gets you to heaven (Matt 19:17; Rev 12:17; 14:12; 22:14)  

• You will abide in Y’shua's love, if you keep Torah (John 14:15-23) as He abided in the Father's love by 
keeping Torah (John 15:10; Heb 2:17-18, 4:15)  

• Faith in Y’shua does not cancel out what the Torah says—it establishes it (Rom 3:31)  

• Torah is itself "liberty" and the standard we are to judge ourselves by (James 1:22-25)  

• It is those of the flesh who are not subject to the Torah (Rom 8:5-8)  
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• If you say you know Him, and ignore His Torah, you are a liar (1 John 2:3-7)  

• It does not matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, what matters is keeping YHWH's Torah (1 Cor 7:19)  

• The "law of love" is that we keep His Torah—which is by no means a "burden" (1 John 5:3; 2 John 1:6; 
Matt 11:29,30)  

 
John 14:21 
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

Same explanation as John 14:15 above. 

John 15:10 
If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, 
and abide in his love. 

Same explanation as John 14:15 above. 

John 15:12 
This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

Same explanation as Matt 22:36, 38, 40. 

John 15:25   

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a 
cause.  

Christians connect the “law”, “hate” and the “Pharisees” together and assume that the “law” and the 
“Pharisees” are both seen in a negative light. They see the “law” as negative, and we must not do what the 
Pharisees do; after all, this is “their” law! Y’shua was actually quoting from the TaNaCh (Old Covenant) which 
was designed in its entirety to promote the Messiah. 

“They that hate me without a cause is more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being 
mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away.”

237
  

John 18:31   
Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said 
unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:  

John 19:7   
The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son 
of God.  

Most Christians interpret these two passages correctly, meaning that the Pharisees must judge Y’shua 
according to their own Law (Torah). Again, Y’shua’s death, the “law” and the Pharisees are judged under the 
same umbrella—all as negative. But what does the Torah actually says about condemning somebody to 
death? 

The Jews accustomed to putting persons to death were still in a popular tumult,
238

 but they had not the 
power to do it in any case in a regular way of justice. When they first laid the plan of arresting the Saviour, 
they did it to kill Him in Matt 26:4; but whether they intended to do this secretly, or in a tumult, or by the 
concurrence of the Roman governor, is uncertain. The Jews themselves say that the power of inflicting 
capital punishment was taken away about 40 years before the destruction of the Temple; but still it is 
possible that in the time of Messiah they had the power of determining in capital cases in instances that 
pertained to religion (Josephus, Antiq., b. 14: John 10, Section 2; compare Jewish Wars, b. 6 chapter 2, 
Section 4). 

Bailey says the following on capital punishment during biblical times:  

“There is possibly an additional circumstantial factor which contributed to a lack of teaching concerning 
capital punishment. During the trial of Jesus, his accusers remind the Roman procurator that “it is not lawful 
for us to put any man to death” (John 18:31), and there is a late rabbinic tradition to this effect (Babylonian 
Talmud, Shabbot 15a; Sanhedrin 41a; Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin I.1). Nonetheless, a number of persons 
were put to death. Is John in error? Were the various killings not legal executions? Does John mean that 
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Jesus is charged with a political crime, and thus falls outside the jurisdiction of his accusers? No certain 
answer is possible, although the last option seems most likely. If, however, John’s statement is taken at face 
value (all execution is to be sanctioned by the Roman official), then it is interesting that there is no protest 
against this policy in the pages of the New Testament. The policy would touch at the heart of obedience to 
torah: the blackest crimes could not be punished by those who were commanded to do so. All right to 
execute would have been surrendered to the state, perhaps with some such theological justification as was 
offered by Paul (Rom. 13). Jesus, then, would all the more have nothing to say on the matter. As a rabbi of 
Pharisaic leanings on the matter of response to Rome, he will have given assent to the theological position 
that “the secular power” may condemn to death those within its realm who violate certain of its laws.”

239
 

ACTS 

Acts 5:34   
Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation 
among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;  

“Gamaliel the Elder, or Rabbi Gamaliel I, was a leading authority in the Sanhedrin in the mid first century. He 
was the grandson of the great Jewish teacher Hillel the Elder, and died twenty years before the destruction 
of the Second Temple in Jerusalem. He fathered a son, whom he called Simeon, after his father's name, and 
a daughter, whose daughter (i.e., Gamaliel's granddaughter) married a priest named Simon ben Nathanael. 
The name Gamaliel is the Greek form of the Hebrew name meaning ‘reward of God.’”

240
  

In the Christian tradition, Gamaliel is celebrated as a Pharisee doctor of Jewish Law, who was the teacher of 
Paul the Apostle;

241
 the author of the Book of Acts portrays Gamaliel with great respect, and it also says in 

the verse that he had a “reputation among all the people”.  

Gamaliel became “later president of the Sanhedrin, and the first of the seven rabbis termed “Rabban”.
242
 It is 

held by some that he was one of the doctors who heard the Boy Jesus in the temple (Luke 2:47) and that he 
was a secret disciple like Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, but there is no evidence of either position. 
Besides, he appears here as a loyal Pharisee and “a doctor of the law” (nomodidaskalos).

243
 He, however, 

warns the Sanhedrin Council
244

 to be careful what they do to the Apostles. 
 
Act 6:11, 13-14  
11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, 
and against God. 
13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place, and the law:  
14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the 
customs which Moses delivered us. 

Fact 1: 

Let's take a closer look at exactly what is going on. First of all, Stephen is being falsely accused of 
something. Pay attention as to WHAT he is being falsely accused of. He's being accused of speaking 
against Moses, YHWH and the "customs of Moses". Just so you understand, the "customs of Moses" is 
another way of saying he was speaking against Moses/Torah. So if that is the lie, then what is the truth? And 
if what this study has been teaching about the Torah is true, then why wasn't Stephen preaching that since 
Y’shua has come and died so we don't have to live by YHWH's Torah anymore? 

Fact 2: 

Next is Peter to recount a protest he made to YHWH about something he had been doing all his life: “But 
Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean."”

245
 

                                                      
239 Bailey, Lloyd R., Capital Punishment: What the Bible Says. Abingdon Press, 1987. pp. 73-77 – 
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in all the annals of Judaism – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamaliel 
243 Robertson Word Pictures – E-Sword 
244 Acts 4:15 
245 Acts 10:14 
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This passage is from the vision Peter had of the sheet with the unclean animals coming down from heaven. 
Most preachers talk about this passage and then they focus in on what they THINK YHWH is saying about 
"food" which He isn't, and miss the fact that Peter himself explained to the other disciples that YHWH was 
trying to clarify some things to him about ministering to the Gentiles. But what's really relevant to our 
discussion is the fact that Peter reminds YHWH that he has NEVER eaten anything unclean. Let's think 
about this for a minute. Again this event takes place sometime AFTER Y’shua has gone back to heaven. 
This means to take the Torah and teach it to the Gentiles. Peter had a problem with going to the Gentiles.  

Fact 3: 

We were told all our life that Paul taught against Torah or as it's also called the Law. But listen to Paul's 
words. It conveys something completely different: “And he came to Ephesus and left them there but he 
himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to stay a longer time with 
them he did not consent but took leave of them saying, "I must by all means keep this coming feast in 
Jerusalem but I will return again to you God willing." And he sailed from Ephesus.”

246
  

Now just like everything else in Acts, this event happened a considerable time after Y’shua's resurrection 
so any further observance of Torah should have stopped. So why does Paul pass up a wonderful 
opportunity to teach more about his Messiah, but instead tells the people he MUST leave to attend one of 
the feasts that YHWH has commanded in Torah? Consider one more thing. If you notice in the passage, the 
Jews whom Paul was preaching to asked him to stay. Do you really think that would have happened if he 
was preaching anything against Torah?  

Fact 4: 

“And when they heard it they glorified the Lord. And they said to him,
247
 "You see brother how many 

myriads of Jews there are who have believed and they are all zealous for the law but they have been 
informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that 
they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. What then? The assembly 
must certainly meet for they will hear that you have come. Therefore do what we tell you. We have four men 
who have taken a vow.

248
 Take them and be purified with them and pay their expenses so that they may 

shave their heads and that all may know that those things of which they were informed concerning you are 
nothing but that you yourself also walk orderly and keep the law.”

249
 

When someone tells us about a good deal and backs it up with their money, we tend to put more weight into 
what they've told us, and that's just human nature. Well, human nature hasn't changed much in 2,000 years 
and the Believers gathered in this passage were no different. Again, they had a situation similar to what 
happened to Stephen where Paul was being falsely accused of preaching against the Law/Torah. 

What's a little different and very interesting is that this group of upset people were BELIEVERS and "zealous 
for the Law" and the Church elders in Jerusalem told Paul to join in with four men who had taken the 
Nazarite vow and pay for the sacrifices to prove he walked orderly and kept the Torah. 

Valid Question: 

Now the reader may say at this stage, “Let me get this straight, is it because of Y’shua's death that He has 
done away with obeying His Father's Torah, and somehow Paul doesn't know this and is about to dish out 
big bucks for sacrifices for himself and four other men to prove that he keeps the law? What's wrong with this 
picture?”  

I'm glad you asked, so let Paul keep talking. But because this passage ends with a comment in verse 25 
(Acts 21) which refers to an event in Acts 15, we need to take a look at Acts 15: 

“Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God but 
that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from things strangled, 
and from blood. For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in every city being 

                                                      
246 Acts 18:19-21 
247 Paul 
248 A nazirite or nazarite, (in Hebrew: øéæð, nazir), refers to a Jew who took the ascetic vow described in Num 6:1-21. The term "nazirite" 

comes from the Hebrew word nazir meaning "consecrated" or "separated". This vow required the man or woman to: 1) Abstain from 
wine, wine vinegar, grapes, raisins, and according to some — alcohol and vinegar from alcohol, 2) Refrain from cutting the hair on one's 
head, 3) Avoid corpses and graves, even those of family members, and any structure which contains such. After following these 
requirements for a designated period of time (which would be specified in the individual's vow, and not to be less than 30 days), the 
person would immerse in a Mikvah and make three offerings, a lamb as a burnt offering (olah), an ewe as a sin-offering (hatat), and a 
ram as a peace offering (shelamim), in addition to a basket of unleavened bread, grain offerings and drink offerings, which accompanied 
the peace offering. The nazirite is described as being "holy unto the LORD" (Num 6:8), yet at the same time must bring a sin offering. 
This contradiction has led to divergent approaches to the nazirite in the Talmud, and later authorities.  
249 Acts 21:20-24 
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read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”
250

  

This passage is, of course, the decision that the Jerusalem Council made with regards to some issues in 
handling the new Gentile Believers. The problem is how these verses have been misunderstood and 
the last sentence proves it.  

First, what most Christians where never taught was that the four things mentioned in this passage were not 
anything new for the Jews. YHWH had always had a BEGINNING foundation for people who wanted to 
become part of Israel and the four things mentioned in this passage was part of that foundation. You had 
to lay down some basic ground rules for fellowship in order for others to START learning what they needed. 
The proof of this is verse 21. If only these four things were needed, then who cares that Moses/Torah is 
taught every Sabbath? YHWH cares, that's why people took the time to learn the rest. For centuries, the 
whole Torah was taught on Sabbath and it's still the same today. Now let's move on to some more 
comments from Paul.  

Another Valid Question: 

"Then a certain Ananias a devout man according to the law having a good testimony with all the Jews who 
dwelt there"

251
  

In this verse, Paul is giving his testimony and he tells about the man whom YHWH sent to him to heal his 
eyes after his encounter with Y’shua on the road to Damascus. Again, the question is asked, “Why doesn't 
Ananias know he doesn't have to obey the Torah?” Maybe because he knew something Christians don't. 
Let's keep going.  

 “Then Paul looking earnestly at the council said, "Men and brethren I have lived in all good conscience 
before God until this day.”

252
  

Paul is talking to the Sanhedrin here and they would not have cared one bit about how he lived unless the 
"good conscience" he's talking about is 'walking orderly' according to Torah. Are you starting to see a pattern 
here? Let us see some more. 

Fact 5: 

“But this I confess to you that according to the Way which they call a sect I worship the God of my fathers 
believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.”

253
 

Here Paul is talking to Felix the governor, and he can not make it much plainer that his belief in "the Way" 
has not changed his observance of Torah. There are two more passages to share. 

Fact 6: 

“When he had come the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many serious 
complaints against Paul which they could not prove while he answered for himself. "Neither against the law 
of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I offended in anything at all.”

254
 

“And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So when they had 
come together he said to them, "Men and brethren though I have done nothing against our people or the 
customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hand of the Romans.”

255
 

The saying that, ‘if at first you don't succeed, try again’ is older than we thought; because once again, Paul is 
falsely accused of teaching against the Torah. The sad and really tragic thing is that those accusations 
were turned into a doctrine that has been taught as truth for 2,000 years! As you think about that, let us 
look at one last passage.  

Fact 7: 

“But we desire to hear from you what you think concerning this sect for we know that it is spoken against 
everywhere" So when they had appointed him (Paul) a day, many came to him at his lodging to whom he 
explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God persuading them concerning Jesus from both the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets from morning till evening.”

256
  

                                                      
250 Acts 15:18-21 
251 Acts 22-12  
252 Acts 23:1 
253 Acts 24:14 
254 Acts 25:7-8 
255 Acts 28:17 
256 Acts 28: 22-23 
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Isn't it interesting that Paul taught the people about Y’shua from the "Law of Moses and the Prophets" but 
then again, that's all he could have taught them from because all he had was the TaNaCh.We call it the Old 
Covenant, which contained the Torah/Law, the Prophets and the Writings. What we call the New Covenant 
had not been written yet. Think about it—every single "church" that Paul and any of the disciples 
started was based on the Old Covenant and the Torah!  

Remember the story about the Bereans who searched the Scriptures every day to make sure that what Paul 
taught was correct and were commended for it? There is no way that Paul could have taught them that to be 
a believer in Y’shua implied that the Torah was no longer valid.They would have rejected that immediately. 

The passages included in this section are only scratching the surface as it is not only Acts that confirms that 
Torah must be lived, but every Book in the New and Old Covenants.  

It is hoped that this study triggers you to start your own research, all the while asking YHWH to show you "if 
these things be true". 

In Conclusion 

• Stephen was never against the teaching and living of the Torah; in fact, he embraced Torah. 
• Y’shua did indeed change the customs of the Sacrificial Section of Torah as Stephen said. 
• Y’shua fulfilled those Laws and they do not need to be kept anymore, but the Civil and Moral Laws must 

still be kept. 
 
Act 7:53   
Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.  

Few things evoke human curiosity more powerfully than a secret.  The lure of information that is hidden and 
useful is a successful marketing tool.  Just consider all the books that promise to provide us with secret 
information, from the secret of living longer, to having a happy marriage, to getting rich quickly, to the secret 
of Cajun cooking.  Every topic of human existence has a “secret ingredient” that someone is willing to reveal 
to us—at a price.  

But perhaps the greatest secret ever revealed to man is found in the words spoken by the Children of Israel 
at the foot of Mt. Sinai: “Then he (Moses) took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They 
responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.”

257
  

“Na’aseh v’nishma” is the Hebrew for “we will do and we will obey”.  This phrase is considered by the 
Rabbinic Sages to be the plateau of Israel’s existence and the “anthem of Israel’s faith”.  Read any Jewish 
commentary on Exodus 24 and you will find these words expounded upon at length as the crowning glory of 
the Nation of Israel.  Why? What’s so special about saying, “we will do what you say YHWH, and we will 
obey you”?  Considering the awesome manifestations of YHWH that Israel had just witnessed, wouldn’t this 
have been the natural response?   

The mystery and grandeur of these words is found in the Hebrew in which na’aseh v’nishma literally reads 
“we will do and we will hear”.  Logically, this doesn’t make sense. In the natural order of things, doing does 
not come before hearing.  How can a person do what they haven’t heard or understood first?     

In the general and most popular sense na’aseh v’nishma is understood to mean that Israel is willing to obey 
whatever comes from the mouth of YHWH even before it is given to them, which shows their unwavering 
trust in Him. It also is commonly explained as a commitment to go beyond simple obedience and to really 
explore the depths and details of what YHWH has to say (i.e. “to hear).    

Yet, the real “secret” to the greatness of na’aseh v’nishma is found in a passage from the Talmud: 

“R. Eleazar said: When the Israelites gave precedence to “we will do” over “we will hearken”,  a Heavenly 
Voice went forth and exclaimed to them, Who revealed to My children this secret, which is employed by the 
Ministering Angels, as it is written, Bless the Lord, ye angels of his. Ye mighty in strength, that fulfill his 
word, that hearken unto the voice of his word: first they fulfill and then they hearken?”

258
   

According to the Talmud, when the Children of Israel proclaimed na’aseh v’nishma they uncovered a secret 
that was not known or employed by human beings in prior generations, a secret that was unknown to Adam 
or even Abraham.  Up to that point in history, it was the secret of the angels alone; for in Psalm 103:20, the 
angels are described as na’aseh v’nishma; as beings who “do” YHWH’s commandments and then “hearken” 
to his voice (KJV).   

                                                      
257 Exod 24:7 (NIV) 
258 Shabbat 88 a 
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This order of doing before hearing was the way the angels worked all along and at Sinai Israel had 
uncovered the secret of these “heavenly” priorities.  

But, again, the Hebrew tells us a much deeper secret, for the most literal reading of Psalm 102:20 is “to carry 
out his word to listen to the voice of his word”.  This is a flowing statement and not two separate ideas.  The 
psalmist is not saying that the angels “carry out YHWH’s word” and also “listen to the voice of His word”.  
Instead what is being expressed in the Psalm is that what the angels do.  They listen.   

Therefore the “secret” of na’aseh v’nishma is the understanding that there is no distinction between doing 
and listening.  When an effort is put into listening, then doing comes automatically, because we do what we 
understand.  That’s the secret of the angels.  Angels don’t distinguish between doing and listening because 
what they hear, they do.  Angels can’t help it.  They are in the very presence of YHWH and they have no free 
will.  So whatever they hear from the mouth of YHWH, they do.    

Understanding this concept has huge ramifications for man, who does have a free will.  The tremendous 
secret of na’aseh v’nishma is that man’s free choice isn’t about doing, it’s about listening.  If I choose to listen 
carefully, consider deeply, and thereby realize YHWH’s voice and instructions speaking to me, there is no 
free choice anymore—I’m expected to obey.  Therefore, free choice is rooted in the way I choose to listen 
and hear.   

The secret of the angels is that, when it comes to Torah, what I need to do is hear. Free choice involves 
hearing, because the way in which I hear will determine what I do.   

The surprising thing is that this “secret” is not only revealed in Exodus 24, but it seems to be a secret that 
was understood in the Apostolic writings as well.  Consider the words of Stephen here in Acts 7:53, “who 
have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it”.   

Stephen is speaking before the Sanhedrin, the leaders of Israel.  Generally, this verse is understood to mean 
that the law was given to Moses and Israel through the mediation of angels.  But let’s take apart some of the 
Greek words to see what is really being communicated here.    

• First, the word translated “disposition” is the Greek “diatage” which means “arrangement” or 
“instrumentality”.  

• The word translated “kept” is the Greek “phulasso” which means to “guard” or “to watch”.   
• The final word “it” is an addition, and is not found in the original manuscript.   

Therefore, in the plainest sense, this verse is saying that Israel received the Torah by the “arrangement” of 
angels and have not “guarded” or “watched”.   

So, is Stephen reminding the Sanhedrin, who is on the verge of stoning him, that Israel received the Torah 
through angels?  Actually, that would have been a sound reason to stone him. There is nowhere in the 
Torah, TaNaCh or any historic Jewish writings, in which we are told that the Torah came through angels.  It 
was given directly by YHWH to Israel with Moshe as a mediator.   

Instead, could it be that Stephen is reminding his fellow Israelites that they received the Torah by the 
“arrangement” of angels (i.e., the order of angels, to “do and hear”) and have not guarded or been watchful 
(of this arrangement).  In other words, Israel did not guard the secret that was revealed to them when they 
received the Torah, the secret that listening and hearing is of utmost importance.    

The “secret” of the angels also seems to be one that was well known by Y’shua, too.  A word search on the 
phrase, “he who has ears, let him hear” is very revealing.  Y’shua uses this term in only a few instances 
(such as when telling the Parable of the Soils, and the Salt that loses its Saltiness). 

Instead of understanding this phrase as Y’shua’s way of saying “hey listen up”, could it be that by saying this, 
Y’shua is reminding Israel of the heavenly priorities understood by their ancestors at Sinai (we will do and we 
will hear)?  By using this phrase, Y’shua is admonishing Israel to listen carefully and deeply to particular 
teachings that would very much affect what the people did and how they reacted to Him.  

The phrase “he who has ears, let him hear” is not limited to Y’shua, but is also seen in the Book of 
Revelation where, in seven out of eight occurrences, it is directed to “the churches” (i.e., the assemblies, the 
people of YHWH).  But the final usage of this phrase in Scripture provides us with more support for a “secret” 
that is more precious than any other we might understand or be privy to.  It is a secret that is indeed the 
crowning glory and anthem of faith for the people of YHWH. 

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him (the beast), whose names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: 
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience (endurance) and the faith 
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(conviction) of the saints (the sacred or the blameless). If any man have an ear, let him hear.”
259
  

Act 13:15   
And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye 
men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.  

In this section, the structure of the Torah-based synagogue and its importance to the community is explored. 

Let’s start by examining the concept of a community. A community, qahal in Hebrew, is a Jewish community 
of any size. The qahal was a well-established concept and was called an ekklesia in the Nazarean Codicil 
(Addition). In English we translate the Greek ekklesia as church. So, whenever we see the word church in 
the Nazarean Codicil’s, we should have in mind the concept of a qahal, a community or congregation. A 
community does not happen because folks happen to live together. A qahal requires a lot of work and the 
support of YHWH: 

“Except HaShem builds the house, they labour in vain that build it; except Ha-Shem watches over a city 
[community] the watchman keeps watch in vain.”

260
 

The Midrash on this Psalm gives us some insight as to what kind of work is required to establish and prosper 
a qahal: 

“R. Judah the Prince sent R. Hiyya, R. Jose, and R. Ammi to visit cities in the land of Israel, and to set up in 
them teachers of Scripture and instructors of Oral Law. They came to one city in which they found no 
teacher of Scripture and no instructor of Oral Law, and they said to the people: ‘Fetch us the chief 
watchmen of the city.’ The people brought the watchmen of the city to the Rabbis, and the Rabbis said: ‘Are 
these the watchmen of the city? In truth, they are the destroyers of the city.” And when the people asked 
the Rabbis: ‘Who then, are the watchmen of the city?’ the Rabbis answered: ‘The watchmen of the city are 
the teachers of Scripture and instructors of Oral Law.” Hence it is written: “Except HaShem watches over a 
city, the watchman keeps watch in vain.”

261
 

From this Midrash we learn that the study and application of the scriptures and the Oral Law are the work put 
in by a group of people to establish a qahal. However, without a structure to impart this wisdom, the qahal 
will not prosper. The structure that establishes and prospers a qahal is the synagogue. 

The Greek Ecclesia means simply an Assembly: any assembly of people who are called out from other 
people (for that is the etymological meaning of the word). Hence, it is used of the whole nation of Israel as 
distinct from other nations. The Septuagint uses the word Ecclesia seventy times when it translates the 
Hebrew word: kve (qahal could also be spelled Cahal), from which we get our English word call. It means to 
call together, to assemble, or gather together.  

The synagogue is the structure that YHWH established to regulate and establish a qahal (community) and to 
cause it to prosper. Once a community is established with the structure of the synagogue, then YHWH 
establishes and prospers the qahal. This notion will help us to understand the second verse of Psalm 127: 

“It is in vain for you that you rise up early, and sit up late. You that eat the bread of toil, so He (YHWH) gives 
unto His beloved in sleep.”

262
 

The synagogue provides the structure whereby a qahal, a community, becomes rooted in YHWH. The 
synagogue is an extension of the Bet HaMikdash, the Temple. The Bet HaMikdash served the community in 
the same way that the synagogue serves the community. Attending services in the Bet HaMikdash is like 
attending the services in the synagogue. The synagogue serves the same purpose for a community that the 
Temple served for the nation. The fortunes of the Jew and the Jewish families are intimately tied to the 
proper functioning of the synagogue and its officers. Without the Bet HaMikdash and the synagogue, the 
qahal will languish and will not prosper as the Prophet declares: 

“Is this a time for yourselves to sit in your paneled houses, whilst the House (of G-d) is in ruins? So now, 
thus said Ha-Shem, Master of Legions: Set your heart to (consider) your ways! You have sown much but 
bring in little, eating without being satisfied, drinking without quenching thirst; dressing, yet no one is 
warmed; and whoever earns money earns it for a purse with a hole. Thus said Ha-Shem, Master of 
Legions: Set your heart to your ways! Go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the Temple; I will be 
pleased with it and I will be honoured – said Ha-Shem. You looked for much (produce) but, behold, it is 
little; you bring it home and I blow upon it. Why is this? – The Word of Ha-Shem, Master of Legions – 

                                                      
259 Rev 13:8-9  
260 Tehillim (Psalm) 127:1 (Hebrew Names Version Bible (HNV)) 
261 Midrash to Tehillim (Psalm) 127:1 (HNV) 
262 Tehillim (Psalm) 127:2 (HNV) 
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because of My Temple which is ruined, whilst you run, each to his own house. Therefore, because of you, 
the heavens withhold from giving (dew), and the land withholds its produce.”

263
 

The synagogue, together with the Temple, is the most important institution in Judaism. 

The well-being of the individual, the family, and the community depends on the structure and officers of the 
synagogue. 

The synagogue, traditionally, was the name of the building where Jews and Gentiles gathered to pray. But, 
in a classical sense, a synagogue is to a Chaburah (fellowship) what a cathedral is to a parish church. That 
is, a synagogue and its officers is the structure of a very large and well established community, while a 
Chaburah (fellowship) is a gathering of a smaller community for fellowship, prayer, and learning. 

Chaburah members create the structure of their group. They decide when, where and how often they are to 
meet, how their meetings will be conducted, and what they will do together. Some chaburot are composed 
solely of adults, while others include entire families. Itself a surrogate extended family, the Chaburah 
broadens the network of people available to provide support to its members—and affords husbands, wives, 
and children a sense of belonging. Families can turn to one another for support, both during periods of crisis 
and at times of celebration. The structure and purpose of the synagogue is very different from the Chaburah, 
as we shall see. 

Terms 

Synagogue: [Middle English, from Old French sinagoge, from Late Latin synagoga, from Greek sunagoge, 
assembly, synagogue, from sunagein, to bring together: sun-, syn- + agein, to lead]. 

Sephardi:  Esnoga,  

Yiddish:  Shul 

Ukrainian:  kloyz 

Polish: shtibl 

In Judea and Babylon, the synagogue was called "Bet HaKnesset." 

Ezekiel called it a “Little Sanctuary” (11:16). 

The Origin of the Synagogue 

There is some debate as to when the synagogue first came into existence. There are some that say Moshe 
instituted it; others say that it began when Judah was carried into captivity in Babylon. There are papyri that 
show that Egyptian Jews had synagogues as early as the fifth century BCE. I believe that Moshe instituted 
the synagogue because of the following verses: 

“The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you 
are to dread, And he will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes men 
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare. 
Many of them will stumble; they will fall and be broken, they will be snared and captured." Bind up the 
testimony and seal up the law among my disciples.”

264
 

“Why have you rejected us forever, O God? Why does your anger smolder against the sheep of your 
pasture? Remember the people you purchased of old, the tribe of your inheritance, whom you redeemed--
Mount Zion, where you dwelt. Turn your steps toward these everlasting ruins, all this destruction the enemy 
has brought on the sanctuary. Your foes roared in the place where you met with us; they set up their 
standards as signs. They behaved like men wielding axes to cut through a thicket of trees. They smashed 
all the carved paneling with their axes and hatchets. They burned your sanctuary to the ground; they defiled 
the dwelling place of your Name. They said in their hearts, "We will crush them completely!" They burned 
every place where God was worshiped in the land.”

265
 

Those who believe that the synagogue was formed during the captivity use the book of Ezekiel to prove their 
point. The term used is “little sanctuary” and it is found in:   

                                                      
263 Chagee (Haggai) 1:4-10 (HNV) 
264 Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 8:13-16 (HNV) 
265 Tehillim (Psalms) 74:1-8 (HNV) 
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"Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign HaShem says: Although I sent them far away among the 
nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a while I have been a little sanctuary for them in 
the countries where they have gone.'

266
 

The phrase "little sanctuary" faithfully indicates the role of the synagogue in the thoughts and lives of the 
people. Strong’s dictionary defines a ‘sanctuary’ as: 

4720 miqdash, mik-dawsh'; or miqqedash (Exod. 15:17), mik-ked-awsh'; from 6942; a consecrated thing or 
place, espec. a palace, sanctuary (whether of Jehovah or of idols) or asylum:-chapel, hallowed part, holy 
place, sanctuary. 

“For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath day.”

267
 

Another term used to prove that Moshe gave us the synagogue is the term: “Assembly of Elders”. This term 
is found in:  

“Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me.”
268
 

“In the seventh year, in the fifth month on the tenth day, some of the elders of Israel came to inquire of 
HaShem, and they sat down in front of me.”

269
 

An elder, zaken, as we shall see, is one of the officers of the synagogue. 

Requirements 

A synagogue could be formed in any town large enough to have a congregation capable of supporting ten 
Torah scholars, who were men of leisure. These men were not lazy or idle men, but were at leisure only to 
take care of the synagogue, and to engage in Torah study.  

Every community large enough to have a significant Jewish population which could support the three 
Hakhamim (Rabbis) who make up the bench of three—and the other seven officers—would have a 
synagogue. If a city was not big enough to have and support these ten officers, then it was not called a city—
it was called a village. 

The reason for ten Torah scholars can be deduced from Num 14:27, “How long shall this evil congregation 
exist, complaining about Me? I have heard how the Israelites are complaining about Me.” If we take away 
Joshua and Caleb, there remains only ten; namely, the spies of the land. The idea of a “minyan” (“number”) 
is also inferred from this passage. Now, these “spies” were not ordinary men, but rulers; i.e., Judges or 
Hakhamim, as we can see in Num 13:1-16: 

 

“And HaShem spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. And Moses by the commandment of HaShem sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all 
those men [were] heads of the children of Israel. And these [were] their names:  

Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur. 

Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori. 

Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 

Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. 

Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. 

Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu. 

Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi. 

Of the tribe of Joseph, [namely], of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi. 

Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli. 

Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael. 

Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 

Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 

These [are] the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son 
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of Nun Jehoshua.” 

A “ruler”, in the Torah, is a Hakham, a Judge on the Bet Din. We can see again that the ten are Tsadiqim, 
“righteous ones,” from Abraham’s plea:  

“And Abraham drew near, and said, Will You consume the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there 
are fifty righteous within the city: will You consume and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are 
therein? That be far from You to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that so the 
righteous should be as the wicked; that be far from You: shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? And 
Ha-Shem said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sake. 
And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto Ha-Shem, who am but 
dust and ashes: peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt You destroy all the city for lack 
of five? And he said, I will not destroy it, if I find there forty and five. And he spoke unto Him yet again, and 
said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And He said, I will not do it for the forty’s sake. And he 
said, Oh let not Ha-Shem be angry, and I will speak: peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he 
said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto Ha-
Shem: peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for the twenty’s 
sake. And he said, Oh let not Ha-Shem be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: peradventure ten shall 
be found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake. And Ha-Shem went his way, as soon as 
He had left off communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.””

270
  

Note that Abraham was looking not for ordinary men, but for “righteous men”. He was looking for men who 
knew Torah and Halakha and followed it as a pattern in their lives. This is what makes one righteous. Keep 
in mind that a quorum of ten Jewish men can form a minyan, these same ten can NOT form a synagogue. To 
form a synagogue, we need to have Tsadiqim (righteous men) or rulers (judges or Hakhamim). These ten 
Tsadiqim (“A’asarah Tsadiqim” in Hebrew) could also form a minyan. 

Some say that the 10 men of the synagogue are derived from the smallest group that Moses created. 

“The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till 
evening. When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, "What is this you are doing for 
the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?" Moses 
answered him, "Because the people come to me to seek God's will. Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, 
and I decide between the parties and inform them of God's decrees and laws." Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you 
are doing is not good. You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for 
you; you cannot handle it alone. Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must 
be the people's representative before God and bring their disputes to him. Teach them the decrees and laws, and show 
them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. But select capable men from all the people—men who fear 
God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and 
tens.”

271
 

Notice that the ten men are spoken of in regard to the dispensation of justice. This was the primary purpose 
of the bench of three and a major purpose of the officers of the synagogue. This is why they had to be 
Tsadiqim – Judges on the Bet Din (House of the Court). 

The primary purpose of the synagogue was the dispensation of justice, which was primarily achieved through 
the study, teaching, and application of the Torah, The Prophets, the Writings (TaNaCh), and the Oral Law. 
This means that these ten Tsadiqim had to be well-learned in the Torah and Halakhah. They had to be 
trained as Judges. Today, we would call these men Rabbis or Hakhamim. This can be seen in: 

“When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
Jewish synagogue. As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures”,

272
 

"It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, 
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. For Moses has been preached in every city from the 
earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath."

273
 

“Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the 
kingdom of God.”

274
 

“On a Sabbath Yeshua was teaching in one of the synagogues,”
275
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So, a synagogue is a structure where Y’shua and all the Apostles and disciples went to learn, teach, and 
apply justice. 

The principle service of the synagogue was held on Sabbath morning, and included, according to the Mishna 
(Oral Torah), the recitation of the Shema,

276
 prayer, Reading from the Torah and Haftarah

277
 with translation, 

a sermon (derashah = ‘searching’) based on the Torah reading, and finally the Aaronic benediction. The 
sages often interchanged the word ‘synagogue’ with the phrase ‘house of prayer’, though they everywhere 
agree that the assemblage was primarily one for instruction in the Torah. 

Act 13:39   
And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses.  

Here it is understood that if you believe you are set free from all things of the “law of Moses”, this means the 
“law of Moses” cannot justify you. Therefore, it is made redundant in its totality with the death of Y’shua on 
the cross, correct?  

No, hopelessly wrong! Y’shua did not die for “the Christian gospel” or any new religion. Nor did the Jews kill 
Him because they opposed His teachings. In fact, a study of the Gospels cannot find one clue as evidence 
that Y’shua comitted any religious offense against the Torah. He was a faithful and observant Jew of Torah 
to the end. Y’shua was killed because He claimed to be the Messiah—a political threat to the Roman 
domination of Israel. He was killed by the ruthless practices of an occupying power in Israel. He was 
condemned to death by a Roman Court, with little interest in true justice and none of the safeguards of the 
Jewish religious court. He was put to death by a method of execution only used by the Romans, not the 
Jews. The Romans knew that any person claiming to be the Messiah was the TRUE King of Israel. This was 
a direct challenge to the domination and authority of Rome. Yes, some of the Jewish leadership did have a 
part in His death—but it was for political reasons, NOT religious. If he died for any religious reason, it can be 
said He died for the sins of His people—the nation of Israel and the sins of the world. 

• “In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of trespasses, according to the 
riches of His favor.”

278
  

• “In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
279

  

• “Him, a Prince and a Saviour, Elohim has exalted to His right hand, to give repentance to Yisrael 
and forgiveness of sins.”

280
  

• “Truly You are an El, who hide Yourself, O Elohim of Yisrael, Saviour!” 
281

  

• “But I am Yahweh your Elohim since the land of Mitsrayim, and an Elohim besides Me you shall not 
know, for there is no Saviour besides Me.”

282
  

• “Because there was born to you today in the city of David a Saviour, who is Messiah, the Master.”
283

  

• And they said to the woman, “We no longer believe because of what you said, for we ourselves have 

heard, and we know that this is truly the Moshiach, the Saviour of the world (Mosh’ia HaOlam).”
284

  

• “Let it therefore be known to you, brothers, that through this One forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 
you, and by Him everyone who believes is declared right from all sins from which you were not able 
to be declared right by the Torah of Moshe.”

285
  

This is what Acts 13:39 actually means.The Torah provided forgiveness of sin through repentance and blood 
sacrifice, but could not provide permanent atonement and the power needed to live the righteous life 
demanded by the Torah. Listen to what John says: 

“In this is love, not that we love Elohim, but that He loved us and sent His son to be an atoning offering 
(‘kapparah’ in Hebrew, ilasmos in Greek) for our sins.”

286
  

The New Covenant reinforces the thought that “teshuvah”
287

 must precede atonement. In 1 John 1:5-10 
John writes that we must do teshuvah and confession of sins to YHWH, BEFORE atonement can be 
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efficacious. Teshuvah is sine qua non
288
 of forgiveness. The justice and necessity of blood atonement is 

found in Lev 17:11; Isaiah 1:16-18; Heb 9:22 and Mal 3:2-4. 

Acts 15:1, 5, 21, 24 
1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised 
after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 
5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to 
circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.  
21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every 
sabbath day. 
24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, 
subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such 
commandment:  

The Purpose of Gentile Proselytes & the Circumcision Covenant 

The circumcision/non-circumcision of Gentiles was the most controversial issue facing the First Century 
Christian Church. Whilst it gets little attention today, at the time, no other doctrinal controversy or debate 
eclipsed it. Even more surprising, this seemingly insignificant issue has massive implications for the Christian 
religion today.  

In this research, we will consider the subject of whether Gentiles should be circumcised under the New 
Covenant. No, it does not sound particularly exciting really, does it? But again; the implications that the study 
of this subject have are massive, and understanding it is an important vehicle for preserving true doctrine.  

For our predecessors, in the First Century Church the subject of Gentile circumcision (or more accurately, 
non-circumcision) was dynamite.  

How do we know Gentile non-circumcision was a massive issue for the Church?
289
  

To answer this question, let's take a holistic view. If we do a word search on the subject in the New Covenant 
(after Y’shua’s sacrifice), we find the circumcision of Gentiles is a subject to which Paul refers 13 times 
directly (and more times, indirectly) in Galatians. In fact, it's the crux of the Galatian heresy.  

Furthermore he makes 16 similar references to the subject of circumcision/non-circumcision in his epistle to 
the Gentile Church at Rome. Additionally, there are 10 references in Acts; and of course, most importantly, it 
was the subject of the only recorded doctrinal council in the New Covenant at Jerusalem as seen in Acts 15.  

Which other doctrinal controversy was greater? 

No other doctrinal controversy recorded in the New Covenant was as hotly debated as the the non-
circumcision of Gentile proselytes. Try to find one. Most Christians believe that the written Torah-law of the 
Old Covenant is "done away" with. If that's true, why didn't that create a bigger controversy for a Church 
which originally grew out of the Synagogue system? 

“So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be 
preached to them the next Sabbath. Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and 
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God. On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.”

290
  

Where is the controversy about "Doing Away" With "Old Testament" Torah-Laws?  
Where is the same scale of debate and contention that we can see relating to the non-circumcision of Gentile 
proselytes, for the so called "doing away" of:  

• the "Jewish" Sabbath,  
• "Jewish" Holy Days in Lev 23,  
• the Levitical sacrificial system,  
• the "Jewish" food laws regarding clean and unclean meats (Gen 7, Deut 14)  
• etc.?  
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Why Wasn't This Controversy Even Bigger Than Gentile Non-Circumcision? 

Actually, because these doctrines defined the religion of the synagogue and the Old Covenant, why don't we 
see an EVEN GREATER degree of controversy IF the apostles "did away" with the written Torah-law? So 
why does the New Covenant record no serious controversy about any of these defining Old Covenant 
doctrines? 

Why no Serious Controversy About "Doing Away" With "Old Testament" Doctrines?  

The assertion is that there was no serious controversy about the written-Torah law being "done away" for a 
very simple reason. It wasn't!  
 
"For I am the LORD, I do not change;"

291
  

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever."
292

  

And that's the massive impact on the "Christian" religion today, meaning God cannot and will never change.  

Christianity is missing a Massive Ingredient:  

As uncomfortable for some people as it is, Christianity today has largely lost its (so-called) "Jewish" 
foundation. Actually, although the Bible sometimes refers to the first five Books of the Bible as "the Law of 
Moses", the written Torah-law is and remains the Law of YHWH. The Ten Commandments and the statutes 
and judgments were given by YHWH to Moses. And only three verses before the start of the New 
Covenant—what do we read?  

 
"Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, With the 
statutes and judgments."

293
  

 

God's Covenant of Circumcision with Abraham's Descendents—Genesis 17:  

Genesis 17 is a covenant between Abraham and YHWH, and a covenant is what we'd call today a contract, 
and a contract is simply a legally enforceable agreement between one or more "parties". We might not think 
about it too often, but we all have contracts (legally enforceable agreements) with other "parties". We 
probably have contracts between us and our mortgage lenders; or if we rent, with our landlords. We have 
contracts with credit card companies, banks—you name it. 

If you take a minute or two to read the fine print of a contract—for example a mortgage, they explain that 
both parties to the agreement, in the case of our mortgages—us and the lender—have certain obligations 
(things that WE must do), in return for other things (the things that THEY must do). In the case of a 
mortgage, for example, WE have an obligation to pay the right amount of money every month to the lender; 
and if we do this, then (and only then) after a certain period of time, the lender gives us complete ownership 
of the house. That's their obligation. 

YHWH's covenant with Abraham in Genesis 17 is no different in principle. Abraham has some obligations, 
and so does YHWH, although the terms and conditions of this contract are a little bit more unusual than the 
terms and conditions of your mortgage. 

YHWH's Obligations under the Genesis 17 Covenant: 

1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am 
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. (perfect: or, upright, or, sincere)  
2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. (Here YHWH's 
outlining the first of a series of His obligations to Abraham, which are predicated upon the condition that 
Abraham "walks before God and is upright or sincere".) 
3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,  
4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. (many: Heb. 
multitude of nations)  
5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many 
nations have I made thee. (Abraham: that is, Father of a great multitude)  
6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.  
7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.  
8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of 
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Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.  
9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee 
in their generations.”

294
 (Ah, so it’s not just a question of Abraham following YHWH's way of life, YHWH 

requires that Abraham's DESCENDENTS will keep this covenant, too; but given the term or duration of this 
agreement, you'd expect that, wouldn't you? That sums up YHWH's side of the contract. YHWH was 
promising some wonderful blessings to Abraham's descendents. Now let's read Abraham's and his 
descendents' obligations under the terms of this agreement.) 

Abraham's Obligations under the Genesis 17 Covenant: 

“10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 
child among you shall be circumcised.  
11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and 
you.  
12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he 
that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. (he that is eight: 
Heb. a son of eight days)  
13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and 
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  
14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off 
from his people; he hath broken my covenant.”

295
  

OK, so certainly not your average contractual obligations on Abraham's and his descendants' parts, but 
some pretty spectacular obligations on YHWH's part. But let's pause here for a minute and reflect on 
something. 

This is probably one of the earliest recorded contractual agreements, isn't it? That's something historic in its 
own right, but what's even more special about this is that the parties to this agreement weren't someone like 
you or I and our mortgage lender. This is a legally binding contract between Almighty YHWH and Abraham, 
between the Creator of the Universe and the Father of the Faithful. In the context of WORLD history, this 
ranks up there as one of the most important contracts ever. YHWH Himself is signing on the dotted line.  

Genesis 17 makes it clear to us why Jews have always viewed circumcision as something special. Notice 
how on two occasions, YHWH stipulates that the contract is everlasting, that's why it's between YHWH on 
the one hand, and Abraham AND his descendents on the other hand.  

Our kids tend to resemble us, don't they—some more than others. Your children probably look a bit like you, 
and maybe your children's children will look a bit like them and therefore a bit like you, too; but as the 
generations go on, in say five or ten generations’ time, how would anyone be able to tell that your 
descendents are actually your descendents?  

Conversely, when we meet our great great great great great great great great grandfathers or grandmothers, 
it might not be quite so apparent that we are, in fact, part of exactly the same family; and that some of the 
thanks for the things we've inherited from our parents, (good and bad) are because all those generations 
ago, our ancestors passed on things to their children, including some possessions, some behaviours and 
some of our physical characteristics. 

For Israelites and Jews Circumcision is Crucial to Their Identity—Like a Passport:  

For Jews, then, circumcision is something that defines them; because it confirms that they've descended 
from Abraham, and their part in the blessings promised to Abraham in Genesis 17 and elsewhere. They have 
always believed, and believe today that circumcision fundamentally says who they are.  

Ask any Jew what circumcision means to them. And they will say that it shows that we are the children of 
Abraham, and have a part in YHWH's Genesis 17 covenant with Him. So its clear to see how the practice of 
circumcision by Abraham and his descendents is something that has inextricably linked his extended family 
together, not just UP through the generations to Abraham, but ACROSS to each other as an extended family 
that eventually became a multitude of nations and will continue to grow to become an innumerable multitude 
(as the sand of the sea-shore), just as YHWH promised in His part of the contract.  

For Israelites (and more specifically for Jews), circumcision inextricably identifies WHO THEY ARE, and 
understanding THIS is CRUCIAL to understanding controversies like the Galatian Heresy in the New 
Covenant. 
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To First Century Israelites/Jews, circumcision was like a passport. It was proof of their identity as 
physical descendants of Abraham, proof of their citizenship of the nation of Israel, and proof that they were 
party to the same contract. Paul addressed this crucial issue of being a physical descendent of Abraham 
in Galatians. 

Is The Covenant of Circumcision Really "Everlasting"? 

In Genesis 17, we read the following with regards to the circumcision covenant:  

“And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant ...”

296
  

“He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my 
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.”

297
  

Is the Physical Circumcision Covenant Everlasting? 

In churches that believe in the doctrine of Anglo-American Israelism, it is argued that under the New 
Covenant, the emphasis in the “New Testament” is on "spiritual" as opposed to physical circumcision. By this 
they mean: as long as descendents of Abraham are circumcised "in their hearts" then their obligation 
under the covenant of circumcision is fulfilled. As such, they argue that physical descendents of Abraham do 
not have to be physically circumcised today if they are "circumcised in their hearts".  

That said, given that the physical circumcision covenant of Genesis 17 is twice said by YHWH to be 
everlasting; unless there is explicit scriptural evidence to the contrary, arguably the obligation on 
descendents of Abraham is to be both physically circumcised AND circumcised in their hearts. That is, for 
bona fide physical descendents of Abraham, it's not a question of whether to be physically circumcised OR 
spiritually circumcised; it’s about being BOTH physically AND spiritually circumcised.  
 
In the case of physical circumcision, does everlasting mean everlasting? The answer is a definite “Yes”. See 
the explanation below. 
 

Physical Circumcision for Physical Descendants of Abraham today 

The concept of being "circumcised of the heart" originates in Deuteronomy. Yet, if it was intended to 
replace physical circumcision, why only a few years after it was revealed in Deuteronomy, did YHWH 
command Joshua to circumcise the Israelites again in Joshua 5?  
 
“2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel 
again the second time."  
3 So Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.  
4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were 
males, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of Egypt.  
5 For all the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness, on the 
way as they came out of Egypt, had not been circumcised.  
6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who were men of war, 
who came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD--to whom the 
LORD swore that He would not show them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He 
would give us, "a land flowing with milk and honey."  
7 Then Joshua circumcised their sons whom He raised up in their place; for they were uncircumcised, 
because they had not been circumcised on the way.  
8 So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they stayed in their places in the camp 
till they were healed.  
9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." Therefore 
the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day.”

298
  

Since Joshua 5 comes so quickly after the encouragement to be "circumcised of the heart", in Deut 10:16 
and 30:6, it shows that being "circumcised of the heart" is no substitute for compliance with the everlasting 
circumcision covenant of Genesis 17. We would argue, therefore, that this proves that for physical 
descendents of Abraham, YHWH's objective was that they should be circumcised physically AND 
"circumcised in their hearts". 

Romans 2:29 says Physical Circumcision is unnecessary 
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Some would still say that Paul contradicts this in Rom 2:29, and shows that physical circumcision is not 
necessary any more.  

“But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 
letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.”

299
  

Paul is explaining the most contentious issue that hit the First Century Church; that is, the non-circumcision 
of Gentiles following the revelation to Peter regarding Cornelius in Acts 10: that Gentiles no longer need 
to be circumcised to become adopted Israelites under Exodus 12:48. Instead, they would become 
adopted children of YHWH (Rom 8:14). For this reason, there was no need for Gentiles to become 
circumcised anymore under Exod 12:48. So Paul is primarily saying that since Cornelius, it wasn't necessary 
for Gentiles to be circumcised to become baptised members of the Church. But Joshua 5 clearly shows, 
though, that Israelites were expected to be physically circumcised, because the covenant of Genesis 17 is 
everlasting. 

Doesn’t Acts 15 "Do Away" With Circumcision? 

Some say that the Jerusalem council recorded in Acts 15 means that physical circumcision was no longer 
necessary for Israelites, too. 

What if you believe you’re an Israelite? 

For example, should those who believe that they are descendents of the lost ten tribes be circumcised 
today?  

What was the implication for devout Gentile proselytes? 

The implication was that devout Gentile proselytes had to become circumcised under Exod 12:48. 

Should "Anglo American Israelites" be circumcised? 

The 10 tribes of the Northern Kingdom were taken out of the land and dispersed into the nations—and 
nobody today knows for sure if they are of Hebrew descent or not. It is a fact of life that many Gentiles are 
seriously seeking their roots—the Hebraic Roots of their faith. Why the urge and need to get to accurate and 
sound Hebrew doctrine in the last days? Nobody can explain it. YHWH is busy awakening Believers globally 
to seek the truth in the Scriptures. Most are returning to a Torah-based lifestyle! A question which male 
Believers are asking is whether the so-called ‘Gentile’ male Believers should be physically circumcised.  

Not long after Deuteronomy introduced the idea of "circumcision of the heart" or what some call "spiritual 
circumcision", the Genesis 17 "everlasting covenant of physical circumcision" between YHWH and 
Abraham's descendents was reinforced, when all the Israelite males were circumcised in Joshua 5. Clearly, 
despite this spiritual dimension, the physical circumcision covenant is just what the Bible says it is— 
"everlasting". So if a man can trace his descendency back to Abraham—then yes, indeed, he is obliged to 
be circumcised (irrespective of where he was born or now lives). 

However, many people who believe that they live in countries which are part of the "lost ten tribes" assume 
that they are Israelites. Is this necessarily the case? How does anyone know "who they were", if they did not 
keep a meticulous record of their genealogy? The only way is if their ancestry can be traced to a Jewish 
family who kept such a record which shows that their ancestry can indeed be traced back to Abraham. 

Genesis 17 only obligates those who can trace their lineage to Abraham to be circumcised. Anyone who 
cannot trace their descendency back to Abraham must be regarded as a Gentile. It's a simple matter of 
definition. 

Is it possible to become an adopted Israelite? 

From the inception of the Old Covenant, YHWH provided a vehicle for people who were not direct 
descendants of Abraham to participate fully in the physical blessings of the everlasting Genesis 17 
covenant of circumcision. This was achieved through a formal adoption process which is explained 
through the participation of Gentiles (strangers) in the Passover service in Exodus 12. As early as 
Gen 17:12-13, it is clear that YHWH's relationship with Israel was never to be entirely excusive.  

“12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who 
is born in your house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant.  
13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, and My 
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.”

300
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So if a man wants to become a formally adopted member of Abraham's physical family too, there's nothing 
to stop him - apart from a brief appointment with a sharp knife! 

Gentile Proselytes and Devout Gentile Proselytes  

Gentile Proselytes:  

Proselyte (Gr. proselutos, a newcomer) is found only in the New Covenant, the Hebrew ger being rendered 
stranger in the Old Covenant. For example: 

“But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates:”

301
  

From the beginning of the nation of Israel, Gentiles had lived amongst them, as the Sabbath command 
implies.  
 
“3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai,  
4 they worked craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors. And they took old sacks on their 
donkeys, old wineskins torn and mended,  
5 old and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the bread of their 
provision was dry and moldy.  
6 And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have come 
from a far country; now therefore, make a covenant with us." 
22 Then Joshua called for them, and he spoke to them, saying, "Why have you deceived us,  
27 And that day Joshua made them woodcutters and water carriers for the congregation and for the altar of 
the LORD, in the place which He would choose, even to this day.”

302
  

So the Hivites from Gibeon became proselytes, living among the Israelites. The New Unger's Bible Dictionary explains 
what this meant: 

"There were at all times strangers living in Israel to whom the Mosaic law did not grant the rights of citizenship, but to 
whom it did extend toleration and certain privileges, for which it obliged them to comply with certain of the religious 
enactments prescribed to Israel. They were required not to blaspheme the name of Jehovah (Leviticus 24:16), not to 
indulge in idolatrous worship (Leviticus 20:2), not to commit acts of indecency (Leviticus 18:26), not to work on the 
Sabbath (Exodus 20:10), not to eat leavened bread during the celebration of the Passover (Exodus 12:19), and not 
to eat blood or the flesh of animals that had died a natural death or had been torn by wild beasts (Leviticus 
17:10,15)".

303
  

Devout Gentile Proselytes:  

However, there was another class of Gentile Proselyte who not only lived amongst the Israelites, but fully 
participated in the Old Covenant. The New Covenant refers to them as "Devout Proselytes". We learn 
more about devout Gentile proselytes in Exod 12:48.  

The Bible mentions a number. Remember the Ethiopian eunuch, whom Stephen helped to understand the 
scriptures? Another example of a devout Gentile proselyte was Rahab. 

“And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father’s household, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.”

304
  

Ultimately, Rahab became worthy of mention in one of the most auspicious chapters in the Bible, up there 
with Abraham and Moses. 

“By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies 
with peace.”

305
  

In Acts 2, we read of the many devout Gentile Proselytes, who were in Jerusalem keeping the Feast of the 
Firstfruits—which became known as the Day of Pentecost.  

“1 Now when the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting.  
3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  
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4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 
5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6 And 
when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them 
speak in his own language.  
7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak 
Galileans?  
8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes,  
11 Cretans and Arabs--we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  
12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?"

306
  

We also read of these Gentile Proselytes in Acts 13: 

“42 when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be 
preached to them the next Sabbath.  
43 Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul 
and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.  
44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.  
45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, 
they opposed the things spoken by Paul.  
46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, "It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken 
to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the 
Gentiles.  
47 For so the Lord has commanded us: 'I have set you as a light to the Gentiles That you should be for 
salvation to the ends of the earth.' "  
48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as 
had been appointed to eternal life believed.  
49 And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region.”

307
  

The Adoption of Devout Gentile Proselytes: Exod 12:48 

Next, we need to move to Exod 12:48, which is a Passover Scripture. This is another key subject. 
Exod 12:48 shows that even as early as this, YHWH's relationship with Abraham under the circumcision 
covenant of Genesis 17 were NEVER designed to be exclusive. It is a most amazing and incredibly 
underrated Scripture, because arguably it holds the key to understanding the single most contentious 
issue affecting the entire New Covenant Church. This subject is not only the central subject of Galatians, 
but a vitally important component of Romans; and was the reason that the Jerusalem council of Acts 15 
was called—just to sort it out. 

This ONE VERSE in Exodus 12 verse 48 became DYNAMITE for the New Covenant Church. In fact, the 
amount of page space in the New Covenant given to this one verse eclipses all other doctrinal disputes.  

We'll see why Exod 12:48 was so contentious later, but for now let's read—starting from verse 43: 

“43 And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the Passover: There shall no 
stranger eat thereof:  
44 But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat 
thereof.  
45 A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof.  
46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; 
neither shall ye break a bone thereof.  
47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.  
48 AND WHEN A STRANGER (a non-Israelite) SHALL SOJOURN WITH THEE, AND WILL KEEP THE 
PASSOVER TO THE LORD, LET ALL HIS MALES BE CIRCUMCISED, AND THEN LET HIM COME 
NEAR AND KEEP IT; AND HE SHALL BE AS ONE THAT IS BORN IN THE LAND: FOR NO 
UNCIRCUMCISED PERSON SHALL EAT THEREOF.”

308
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That's a big deal. YHWH is saying: My covenant with Abraham will not be EXCLUSIVELY with Abraham's 
descendents. Anyone can participate in it. And that's not all, by becoming circumcised HE SHALL BE 
AS ONE THAT IS BORN IN THE LAND!  

We mentioned earlier that, to a descendent of Abraham, circumcision was like a passport. Here YHWH is 
offering Gentiles, who want to convert, the opportunity to become naturalised citizens of Israel. That's 
amazing. Here we get a first glimpse that YHWH is planning to expand His work to the Gentiles, (a Gentile, 
like Titus was, is someone who isn't a descendent of Abraham), BUT the same contractual obligation applies 
as we read in Gen 17—males need to be circumcised. 

What's remarkable is that this opening of the door to Gentiles didn't happen in the New Covenant. It 
happened thousands of years before—even before YHWH revealed (or re-revealed, if you like) the Ten 
Commandments at Sinai. That made this Scripture a VERY, VERY important piece of legislation; and let us 
be clear, legislation is what it is. It is part of the laws of the nation of Israel, which then split into the nations of 
Israel and Judah. The covenant of circumcision between YHWH and Abraham is one of the foundational 
pieces of legislation for those nations. And that's why the single-most contentious issue for the New 
Covenant Church was when YHWH showed them that the Passover legislation in Exod 12:48 was only 
designed to be TEMPORARY, because it is part of the "Sacrificial" section of the Torah. 

Under the Old Covenant, the Circumcision of Gentiles was Temporary. 

If you read Exodus 12, there is absolutely no clue that this was going to be the case. From Exod 12:48 
alone, it looks as though the need for Gentiles to be circumcised is a permanent one. That is, UNTIL the 
point where this was thrown completely on its head because in Acts 10, following a revelation from YHWH, 
Cornelius (a Gentile) was baptised without being circumcised.  
 
Cornelius' Baptism (Without Circumcision) Acts 10 and "Eat the Meat in the Sheet" —Peter's Vision. 

First, in case you have wondered if Acts 10 means that the Old Covenant food laws were "done away with" 
after the “eat the meat in the sheet” vision on the rooftop, Peter DID NOT go downstairs and make himself a 
ham sandwich. Had he done so, the New Covenant would be much thicker than it is now with the doctrinal 
debate that it would have caused to a primarily Jewish Church (Acts 13:42-43).  
 
He did, however, go to meet with Cornelius, a Gentile. And he takes with him some VERY interesting people. 
More about Peter’s associates (those of the circumcision) later, because they crop up again in Galatians. 
First of all though, let's take a look at what Peter does learn from the vision: 
 
“34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is NO RESPECTER OF 
PERSONS:  
35 But IN EVERY NATION HE THAT FEARETH HIM, AND WORKETH RIGHTEOUSNESS, IS 
ACCEPTED WITH HIM.”

309
  

Dropping down to verse 43: 
 
“43 To him (Y’shua) give all the prophets witness, that through his name WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN 
HIM (that is irrespective of whether physically descended from Abraham or not) shall receive remission of 
sins.  
44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.  

(Now that was a surprise. A BIG surprise. The Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and members of his 
household.)  

 
45 And they OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHICH BELIEVED were astonished, as many as came with Peter 
because that ON THE GENTILES also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
46 For they HEARD THEM SPEAK WITH TONGUES, and magnify God. 

Look at verse 45 very carefully:  

“45 And they OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHICH BELIEVED were astonished, as many as came with Peter 
because that ON THE GENTILES also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 46 For they HEARD THEM SPEAK WITH TONGUES, and magnify God.” 
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It appears, then, that a group of people whom the Bible describes as being "of the circumcision" came with 
Peter on this special occasion, and at least SOME of them believed that YHWH HAD poured out His Spirit 
on Gentiles because they were talking in tongues.  

Now that presumably indicates that there were some "of the circumcision" WHO DIDN'T BELIEVE that 
YHWH had done this. Do not forget, Cornelius was an Uncircumcised Gentile. 

Cornelius is referred to as a GENTILE, isn't he? That means he is NOT a circumcised proselyte, because he 
would have been treated in exactly the same way as a physical descendent of Abraham—as a naturalized 
Israelite citizen (Remember what it says in Exod 12:48 - circumcised proselytes are to be treated NO 
DIFFERENTLY from Israelites). The implication here is clear then, that Cornelius is an UNCIRCUMCISED 
GENTILE proselyte.  

From this, Peter and his companions deduce that in the same way that YHWH selectively called them (as 
Jews) YHWH is now selectively calling Gentiles—DIRECTLY. And what's more, in this case, to show He 
means business. YHWH is clearly giving GENTILES His Holy Spirit WITHOUT circumcision AND WITHOUT 
baptism (but baptism must follow immediately).  

These men were speaking in tongues. No doubt about it. They had the Spirit of YHWH. Notice, though, that 
they put the baptism issue right, straight away. Cornelius were baptised immediately. 

“46 Then answered Peter,  
47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as 
well as we?  
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain 
days.”

310
 

Cornelius Was NOT Circumcised 

Notice though what It DOES NOT SAY: 

"And he commanded them to be CIRCUMCISED and THEN baptized in the name of the Lord". 

Because YHWH had revealed to Peter that he should call no man (i.e., no Gentile Proselyte) common or 
unclean, Cornelius was baptized WITHOUT the circumcision required in Exod 12:48, and THAT was what 
created a HUGE problem for the Jewish Church of Acts. It is because of this very issue that the Jerusalem 
Council came together in Acts 15.  

Since large numbers of Gentiles were going to be called and thus have the same rights as Israelites, it would 
have been a mockery of the act of circumcision that YHWH obliged Abraham and his descendents to cause 
all Gentiles to be circumcised, too.  
 
The Single Most Debatable Issue Recorded in the New Covenant:  
 
This issue of Gentile Proselytes not getting circumcised became the single most debatable issue in the 
New Covenant. Large tracts of the Book of Romans were written to address it. It is also the core of the 
Galatian controversy/Galatian heresy and the main topic of the only recorded apostolic conference in Acts 15 
was the non-circumcision of devout Gentile Proselytes.  
 
The Jerusalem Apostolic Conference on Devout Gentile Non-Circumcision—Acts 15:  
 
Let's take a look at Acts 15. Some say Acts 15 is about being "Circumcised of the Heart." For any 
descendent of Abraham, being "circumcised of the heart" IS NOT a substitute for physical circumcision. 
There is nothing in the New Covenant which supersedes Genesis 17. For Israelites, physical circumcision is 
an everlasting obligation for belonging to the land Israel. However, the baptism of the Gentile Cornelius in 
Acts 10 shows that YHWH had changed the commandment in Exod 12:48 that all Gentile Proselytes must be 
circumcised to participate in Passover. 
 
Acts 15 is the Validation of Non-Gentile Circumcision under the New Covenant:  

As we'll see, Acts 15 shows how a Council of Elders resolved the question of whether devout Gentile 
Proselytes should be circumcised or not, following YHWH's revelation to Peter in Acts 10 that he should not 
circumcise Cornelius' household and following Paul and Barnabas' experience (example) in working with 
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newly converted uncircumcised Gentiles, who like Cornelius, were also exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit
311

 
and had demonstrably been given gifts of the Spirit (like speaking in tongues) by YHWH Himself.  
 

“1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye 
(gentiles) be circumcised after the manner of Moses, (i.e. Exod 12:48) ye cannot be saved. 
[Very similar to the Galatian heresy, don't you think?]  
 
2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they 
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto 
the apostles and elders about this question. 
[Dropping down to verse 5] 
 
5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was 
needful to circumcise them (i.e., the Gentiles) and to command them to keep the law of 
Moses (i.e. Exod 12:48).  
6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.  
7 And when there had been MUCH DISPUTING, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and 
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by 
my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.  
8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as 
he did unto us;  
9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  
10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear?  
[Arguably, if the Israelites had been able to bear the yoke of circumcision (as Peter referred to 
it), then the (so called) "lost ten tribes" wouldn't be "lost".]  
11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as 
they.  
12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring 
what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 
[As Peter had seen YHWH’s Spirit affecting Cornelius and his household and had been 
compelled to baptize them uncircumcised, Paul and Barnabas had seen similarly miraculous 
callings amongst other uncircumcised Gentiles.] 
13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me:  
14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name. 
[Notice that: “a people for HIS NAME”. Not “to take out of them a people for Abraham’s name” 
James is saying. Devout Gentile Proselytes aren’t Abraham’s descendents; they are the 
children of YHWH HIMSELF. This is in complete accord with what Paul writes in Rom 8:14-15, 
“14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we 
cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God [i.e., irrespective of whether we're children of Abraham or not], 17 and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, ... (i.e., again, irrespective of whether we're heirs 
of Abraham or not).”

312
] 

Back to Acts 15: 
 
15 And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  
16 After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I 
will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  
17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, AND ALL THE GENTILES, UPON 
WHOM MY NAME IS CALLED (emphasis added), saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.  
18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 
[The next two verses add to some of the confusion on this subject]  
19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are 
turned to God:  
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20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, 
and from things strangled, and from blood. 

 
When James says, "my sentence is, that we trouble not them", he's referring to the circumcision of Devout 
Gentile Proselytes—as the context of this chapter and subsequent disputes in Romans and Galatians shows.  

Some say that verse 20 means that Gentile Converts were only required to "abstain from pollutions of idols, 
and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood," and that therefore the obligations of the 
written Torah-law are not binding on Gentiles.  
 
Not so. James is quoting from the written Torah-law which placed these sorts of requirements on Gentile 
Proselytes as a minimum, as Unger shows:  
 
"There were at all times strangers living in Israel to whom the Mosaic law did not grant the rights of 
citizenship, but to whom it did extend toleration and certain privileges, for which it obliged them to comply 
with certain of the religious enactments prescribed to Israel. They were required not to blaspheme the name 
of Jehovah (Leviticus 24:16), not to indulge in idolatrous worship (Leviticus 20:2), not to commit acts of 
indecency (Leviticus 18:26), not to work on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:10), not to eat leavened bread during 
the celebration of the Passover (Exodus 12:19), and not to eat blood or the flesh of animals that had died a 
natural death or had been torn by wild beasts (Leviticus 17:10,15),"

313
  

 
So, what James is, in fact, saying is, "Since the experience of Peter at Cornelius' conversion in Acts 10 and 
since Paul and Barnabas' experience with uncircumcised Galatian Gentile Proselytes, it is clear that YHWH 
has shown that Gentile circumcision, because of Exod 12:48, is no longer a pre-requisite for baptism. 
However, there are obligations on Gentile Proselytes in the written Torah-law which are entirely unaffected 
by this doctrinal change, and therefore remains valid. So, instead of "doing away with" the written Torah-
law, James is actually emphasising the unchanged aspects of it. This is confirmed in the next verse.  
 

21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being READ in the 
synagogues every sabbath day. 

 
James is NOT saying the written Torah-law in the first five Books of our Bibles is "done away". James is 
actually saying: Gentile Proselytes are completely aware of their remaining obligations because they hear 
the written Torah-law when they go to synagogue every Sabbath day. The fact that Gentile Proselytes 
attended synagogue services on the Sabbath is made clear in Acts 13:42-46.  
 
Instead of abrogating the written Torah-law, James, like Y’shua, is advocating it! That should challenge 
any Pastor and Believers’ doctrine.  
 

"For I am the LORD, I do not change ...
314

 
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
315

  
Those "of the circumcision":  

The phrase, "they of the circumcision" is mentioned in Acts 10:45 when Cornelius, who was uncircumcised, 
was baptised.  
 

45 And they OF THE CIRCUMCISION WHICH BELIEVED were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter because that ON THE GENTILES also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.  

46 For they HEARD THEM SPEAK WITH TONGUES, and magnify God. 
 
This presumably indicates that there were some "of the circumcision" WHO DIDN'T BELIEVE that YHWH 
had done this. Perhaps at least some of “those of the circumcision” somehow couldn’t get their brains around 
the fact that Exod 12:48 MUST have been only temporary; that is, until YHWH decided to call Gentiles on an 
EQUAL footing with Israelites. So YHWH was showing the church that Genesis 17 was intended primarily— 
let’s call it “identity legislation for the nation of Israel”—and insofar as that OCCASIONALLY included 
Gentiles until they were called on a larger scale, so be it. BUT from the baptism of Cornelius onwards, it 
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would be different. Now, contrary to Exod 12:48, Gentiles no longer needed to be circumcised to participate 
in Passover.  
 
YHWH was about to call not just a few Gentiles here and there, but as many Gentiles as Jews in parallel. But 
let’s be clear about one thing: this was not a change to the Torah that any of the apostles had dreamed up. 
YHWH showed the church, because of the way in which Cornelius was given His Spirit that the Almighty 
YHWH Himself was modifying one very small aspect of His Torah because numerous other prophecies 
pertaining to the calling of the Gentiles en masse

316
 would begin to be fulfilled.  

 
Interestingly, we find that same expression in Gal 2:12. 

 
... he (Peter) withdrew and separated himself, fearing THEM WHICH WERE OF THE 
CIRCUMCISION. 

 
As we'll see, even after Cornelius' baptism, (and to some extent, understandably, because of Exod 12:48) 
some of "those of the circumcision" who weren't convinced that uncircumcised Gentiles could eat Passover 
came to Antioch (a Galatian church) and began what became known as the Galatian controversy or Galatian 
heresy. 

Conclusion on Circumcision:  

As we’ve seen, the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 does not discuss “doing away” with the Torah (Laws) of 
Moses. Very clearly, the Genesis 17 covenant of physical circumcision for Jews remains “everlasting”. 
Acts 15 simply addresses the reasonable question: did the church still need to circumcise Gentile Proselytes 
in accordance with Exod 12:48? Since Cornelius was baptised but not circumcised in Acts 10, the answer to 
this question was equally clear. No.  

Gentile Non-Circumcision: The Biggest Doctrinal Controversy for the First Century Church  

The subject of the circumcision of Gentile Proselytes was the biggest doctrinal issue for the first century 
New Covenant Church, because there was a very good scriptural reason for believing that Gentile Proselytes 
should not be circumcised (Acts 10 & Galatians) and at least equally good reasons for understanding that 
they should (Exod 12:48). This is also patently obvious from the huge scale of discent within the first century 
church caused by this one small doctrinal dispute. The entire book of Galatians is written to address the 
Galatian controversy that this one (arguably small) doctrinal change had caused. Large tracts of Romans are 
written to address the same thing. The one recorded apostolic conference recorded in the New Covenant 
(Acts 15) was established to address this issue. All of this controversy was simply to agree a simple change 
in the procedure for the admission of Gentile Converts that YHWH Himself had revealed.  

The Implications of the Controversy about Gentile Non-Circumcision for Us Today  

By understanding the MASSIVE upheaval that this simple thing caused, it becomes entirely obvious that 
there is absolutely no way that the doctrines of the Sabbath, Holy Days, Clean and Unclean Meats or any 
other aspects of the written Torah-law could have been changed following Y’shua’s sacrifice, because 
there’s just not the same level of contentious debate recorded in the New Covenant on these subjects. 
Those who say that Galatians is about grace instead of law, assume the two are mutually exclusive. They 
are not. In fact, this view usually implies a lack of understanding about First Century Jewish Torah-law. 
More than 95% was oral tradition, and 5% was written and what we have in our Bibles. Y’shua rejected the 
Oral-Torah Law and Paul rejected the Oral Torah-Law, too. But neither rejected the written Torah-Law 
in the first five Books of our Bibles.  

As such, a search on the words “Sabbath”, “Holy Days”, “Clean and Unclean Meats” in the New Covenant 
reveals nothing like the same level of debate and teaching going on in the Church at that time regarding 
those subjects as that seen for the non-circumcision of Gentile Proselytes. Jew and Gentile alike were 
being taught "Moses" in the synagogues every Sabbath (Acts 13:42-43 Acts 15:21). The written Torah-
Law remains in force today!  

So is "the Law" Done Away?  

Only Exod 12:48 is "done away". This doctrine change was demonstrated supernaturally by YHWH himself 
when Cornelius "spoke in tongues", having received YHWH's Spirit despite being uncircumcised. The 
apostles reached a consensus about this during the Acts 15 conference in Jerusalem. Despite there being 
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considerable criticism for the Oral Torah-Law, which was and is an illegal addition,
317

 no other change to the 
Written Torah-Law can be proven from Scripture.  

As Y’shua said in Mat 5:17-19... 
 

17 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill.  
18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  
19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men 
so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

318
  

One of the last verses in the Old Covenant, before the New Covenant begins is Mal 4:4: 

"Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, 
with the statutes and judgments.

319
  

Earlier in the same book, Malachi advises: "For I am the LORD, I do not change".
320

 Paul himself said in 
Acts 24, having been arrested in the temple in a ritually purified state: “But this I confess to you, that 
according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which 
are written in the Law and in the Prophets."

321
 About the written Torah-Law, Paul wrote: “Therefore the 

law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.”
322

  

Believe the Bible Firstly: 

As a matter of principle, because these questions are so important to study, please question everything that 
is going to be covered. In fact, don't believe this study (or anyone else’s, for that matter) over the Bible. 
Decide for yourself how these arguments stack up or fail to stack up, like the Bereans did: 
 

10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they 
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.  
11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were 
so.

323
  

 
Act 18:13, 15   
13 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.  
15 But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge 
of such matters.  

 
Mainstream Christianity has misunderstood the New Covenant's message regarding the purpose and value 
of YHWH's Torah. There is this ongoing argument between Law and Grace.  

What “Christians” in general do not understand is that Paul did not teach people to observe the Torah (Law) 
in order to be saved or justified. That was not the purpose of the Torah. He taught them to observe the 
Torah in order to honour YHWH as they walked out the Christian life in the footsteps of their Lord Y’shua. 

 
We received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith.

324
  

 
Paul did not teach people to follow all the extra man-made laws that the Jewish Rabbis had invented as 
"fence laws" in order to guard the laws of Moses, but which were not part of the Written Torah (the first five 
Books of the Bible). Paul did not teach people to offer animal sacrifices in their backyards. The Torah 
actually forbids that. The commands concerning animal sacrifices could be legally carried out only at the 
Temple in Jerusalem, and then only by the descendants of Aaron. Paul did not teach people to punish 
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rebellious teenagers and Sabbath-breakers by stoning them to death. Penalties like that could be imposed 
only by properly appointed judges within the theocracy of Israel, whose constitution was the Torah.  
 
Jewish scholars have identified 613 distinct commands in the Torah. Of those, fewer than 200 commands 
apply to the average person. Many of the other laws applied only to Priests or to the other Levites who 
assisted at the Temple. Some laws applied only to men, some only to women. Other commands applied only 
to kings, or to farmers, or to slave owners.  

Paul taught the Gentile Believers to follow the Torah of Moses that could be followed in their own situation. 

From the decades of Paul's teaching ministry we have available only a small collection of letters which can 
be read completely through in just a few hours. All but two of Paul's letters were written to congregations and 
individuals who had been taught previously by Paul in person. The two exceptions, Romans and Colossians, 
were written to congregations whose leaders knew Paul and were already acquainted with his teachings. 

Paul had remained in several of the congregations for more than a year teaching from the TaNaCh. 
 

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are 
living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. For you know 
what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.

325
  

 
So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter.

326
  

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every 
brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us.

327
  

 
What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ 
Jesus.

328
  

 
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 
men who will also be qualified to teach others.

329
  

 
and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.

330
  

 
Act 21:20-21, 24, 28   

20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how 
many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:  
21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles 
to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after 
the customs. 
24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave 
their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, 
are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.  
28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against 
the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and 
hath polluted this holy place.  

 
Act 22:3   
I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at 
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and 
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.  

 
Act 22:12   
And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews 
which dwelt there,  
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Act 23:3   
Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me 
after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?  

 
In Acts 21, Paul is informed of a rumour being spread that he has been teaching the Jews to forsake the 
teachings of Moses.  So, Paul is asked to pay for and participate in taking a “Nazirite” vow along with four 
other men, which actually included offering an animal sacrifice at the Temple.  Now remember, this is after 
Y’shua went to the cross. Did you know that Paul actually went through with it? Why?  Scripture makes it 
clear…  

So that: “all (that includes you and me) may know that those things of which they were 
informed concerning you (Paul) are nothing, but that you (Paul) yourself also walk orderly 
and keep the law.”

331
  

 
It is so ironic that today we see the same thing happening again. Many people are being told from the 
pulpit even, that Paul is against us keeping YHWH’s instructions as given through Moses. Let’s see if 
we can, once again, put this rumour to rest by seeing what Paul has to say, in his own words.   

In Rom 3:31 Paul said this … “Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, 
we establish the law.”    

In Acts 24:14 Paul says “… so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the 
Law and in the Prophets.    
 
In Heb 10:28 he says “Anyone who has rejected Moses law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or 
three witnesses.”  
 
As plain-spoken as Paul is concerning his view of the Law and the Prophets, many still honestly believe Paul 
is anti-Torah. How can that be? It turns out that Peter gives us an interesting warning in 2 Peter 3:15-16 
concerning the writings of Paul. He says … 
 

“our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in 
all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, 
which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures”.   

 
Peter then goes on to warn us not to be led away by their error.  Sadly, many Christians, including Bible 
teachers and many Pastors, are untaught and unstable when it comes to understanding who Paul really 
was and the context from which he taught.  So, what is the proper context?  
  
We know that Paul loved the Lord, and we know that Paul devoted his life to serving his Master. He was a 
bondservant of Messiah. We also know, and this is the important part … that Paul would never teach people 
to disobey the God of Israel, but… he did come against anyone who tried to add to what Y’shua had 
done on the cross.  
 
This is what we see happening in the book of Galatians, for example.  In Gal 5:4, Paul says, “You have 
become estranged from Messiah, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace”.   
 
Remember, Paul was NOT against the Torah. His own words bear witness to this. So, what was he 
against?  He was against those who would teach the law as a means for salvation.  Do you see the 
difference? Most Bible teachers have missed the context of Paul’s writings, substituting obedience for 
justification.  Paul was not teaching us to ignore YHWH’s commandments when he said “Stand fast, 
therefore, in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of 
bondage”. Paul was warning us not to listen to those who would seek to put conditions on YHWH’s 
unconditional love!  
 
Rest assured that Paul does not teach us to ignore the instructions of the Living God. In fact, if he did, then 
he was a false prophet according to Deuteronomy 13 and deserving of death by stoning.  Speaking of 
stoning, do you know why Stephen was stoned to death?  If you remember, he, too, was falsely accused of 

                                                      
331 Acts 21:24  



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

121 
 

something.  You can find the answer in Acts 6:11-14.  Once again, remember, this is after Y’shua went to the 
cross!!

332
 

 
Paul, along with the other Jewish Believers, continued to follow the Torah of Moses after accepting Y’shua 
as the Messiah. Paul's lifestyle was undoubtly Torah-observant.  

 
A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly 
respected by all the Jews living there.

333
  

 
Ananias was the Christian man that YHWH selected as the agent to restore Paul's sight, baptize him, fill him 
with the Holy Spirit, and commission him as an apostle. 
 

When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to Paul: "You see, brother, how 
many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law."

334
  

 
Historical sources confirm that Torah-observance was the norm among the Jewish Christians. Paul's lifestyle 
did not differ in that regard. The Book of Acts contains ample evidence that Paul continued to faithfully 
observe the TaNaCh’s laws. 

 
To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one 
under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.

335
  

 
In the notes for this verse, the NIV Study Bible acknowledges, "For the Jew's sake Paul conformed to the 
Jewish law." That isn't something that Paul could have done on a part-time basis. Unfortunately, some 
people would rather portray Paul as a clever hypocrite—acting like a Christian when he's with Christians, 
acting like a Jew when he's with Jews, and acting like a Gentile when he's with Gentiles—as if Paul might 
gain some missionary advantage by doing so. We know that Paul did not approve of that kind of hypocrisy 
because he had publicly rebuked Peter for such behaviour. In Gal 2:11-14 Peter had reverted to following a 
man-made tradition. We also know that there were very few times in Paul's ministry when he was not in the 
company of Jews. 

 
Take these men, join in their purification rites and pay their expenses, so that they can have 
their heads shaved. Then everybody will know there is no truth in these reports about you, but 
that you yourself are living in obedience to the law.

336
  

 
The context of this passage refers to the Torah of Moses. James and the apostles who were acquainted with 
Paul, knew that Paul was Torah-observant. By joining in the purification rites, it would become apparent to 
everyone that Paul had been living in obedience to the Torah. Paul did join in the purification rites, so today 
everyone should know that Paul himself was living in obedience to the Torah of Moses. There was no truth in 
the rumours that Paul was teaching people to turn away from Moses. 
 
Paul didn't do this to appease the Jews. When he left Corinth earlier, Paul’s head was shaved as part of a 
vow that he had not yet completed. To fulfill that earlier vow, it was necessary for Paul to participate in these 
purification rites in Jerusalem according to Acts 18:18 and Numbers 6. 
 
If Paul had been in the habit of disregarding the Torah of Moses, it would have been deceitful for Paul to join 
in the purification rites, knowing that everyone would think he had been living according to the Torah. It also 
would have been deceitful for James and the elders to recommend a course of action that would have 
intentionally misled the Believers in Jerusalem. So it is apparent that Paul really had been living in obedience 
to the Torah all along. 
 

Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, "My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God 
in all good conscience to this day."

337
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Many Christians today could say the same thing that Paul said.  However, a few moments later, Paul also 
stated that he was a Pharisee—which defines more clearly what he and the Sanhedrin understood as his 
duty to YHWH. 
 

Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 
the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of 
my hope in the resurrection of the dead."

338
  

 
Although Paul evidently said this in order to take advantage of the dissension between the Pharisees and 
Sadducees, it would not have worked if Paul had not been living in accordance with the Torah of Moses. In 
that case, it would probably have been laughter, rather than a dispute, that broke out in the Sanhedrin when 
Paul claimed to be a Pharisee. Apparently, there was enough evidence to show that Paul's claim to being a 
Pharisee was valid.  Some of the Pharisees argued vigorously, "We find nothing wrong with this man" (Acts 
23:9).  It is doubtful they would have said this about a man who was not following the teachings of Moses. 
Subsequent passages show how determined the Jews were to be rid of Paul, which makes this vindication of 
Paul by some of his enemies even more significant. 

 
However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call 
a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,

339
  

 
When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, 
bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not prove. Then Paul made his 
defense: "I have done nothing wrong against the law of the Jews or against the temple or 
against Caesar."

340
  

 
I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I 
constantly remember you in my prayers.

341
 

 
"The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my 
life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have known me for a long time and can 
testify, if they are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as a 
Pharisee.

342
  

 
Notice that Paul says, "our religion" instead of "their religion". Paul still thought of himself as a part of the 
Jewish religion. Apparently Paul's behavior had been fairly consistent ever since he was a child. It's not likely 
that Paul would have invited the Jews to testify that he lived as a Pharisee unless he was still living 
essentially as a Pharisee; because the Jews would have been eager to challenge, rather than verify, Paul's 
testimony. 
 

Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, Paul 
said to them: "My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the 
customs of our ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans.

343
  

 
In the New Covenant, it was the enemies of the Christians who falsely accused the Believers of breaking the 
Torah of Moses and teaching others to disregard it too (Acts 6:11-14; Acts 18:13; Acts 21:21-24; Acts 21:28-
29). Today, it is Christians themselves who sometimes repeat those same assertions about Paul. 

If Paul were in the habit of disregarding the Torah instructions, then we would expect to find recorded in the 
New Covenant at least one instance where Paul disobeyed the Torah. However, no such record exists. 
Should we assume that Paul is guilty of law-breaking until someone proves him innocent? Not according to 
Scripture. Two or three truthful witnesses are required before we can find a person guilty of transgressing the 
law (Deut 19:15, 1 Tim 5:19).  Through his words and actions, Paul repeatedly led people to believe that he 
was living according to the Torah of Moses. It should be safe to assume that Paul's testimony about his own 
lifestyle is true. Or will we choose to affirm, instead, the same assertions that Paul's enemies directed 
against him? 
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Paul taught the Gentiles to follow his own lifestyle and example:  
 
Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live 
according to the pattern we gave you.

344
  

 
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

345
  

 
Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son 
whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, 
which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.

346
  

 
because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit 
and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. You became 
imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with 
the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia 
and Achaia.

347
  

 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. I praise you for remembering me in 
everything and for holding to the teachings [or tradition -- NIV footnote], just as I passed them 
on to you.

348
  

 
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every 
brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you 
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were 
with you, nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night 
and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not 
because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for 
you to follow.

349
  

 
Paul set himself up as a model for Gentile believers to follow. So when Paul rested on Sabbaths and during 
the annual Sabbaths of the Biblical feasts, resting on those days would have become part of the work ethic 
that the Gentiles were supposed to follow. 
 

Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a 
Christian?" Paul replied, "Short time or long--I pray God that not only you but all who are 
listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains." 

350
 

 
Notice that Paul's prayer was for everyone listening to become, not only a Christian as Agrippa suggested, 
but a Christian specifically like Paul himself. Paul believed that he was an appropriate role model for all 
Christians, whether they were Gentiles or not.  

 
Act 23:29   
Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge 
worthy of death or of bonds.  

Paul uses the argument that he was accused to question “their law” and argues that he lived fearfully under 
the conditions of the Torah and that he did not violate any part of the Torah. He basically told the Sanhedrin, 
his “brothers,”

351
 that he walked blameless and that he is innocent. 

 
Act 24:6, 14   
6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged 
according to our law.  
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14  But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God 
of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:  
 

Explanation as per Acts 23:29.  
 
Act 25:8   
While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, 
nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all.  
 

Explanation as per Acts 23:29.  
 
Act 26:22 
Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and 
great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 
 

Again, Paul admits that he only speak the things said in the “prophets” and “Moses” (Torah), meaning he is 
upholding the Torah. 

 
Act 28:23   
And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he 
expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of 
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.  
 

Again, the Scripture reinforces that Paul’s basis for teaching was from the “law of Moses,” from morning 
to evening. The Law of Moses included laws of ritual purification, prophecies about the Messiah, rules about 
treating livestock, and civil laws about penalties for religious crimes. In fact, the "law of Moses'' included 
everything Moses wrote, what we now call the Books of Moses. Jews call it the Torah, the Law, one of the 
three main sections of the TaNaCh. 
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CHAPTER 4 
THE TORAH IN THE EPISTLES                                               

AND THE REST OF THE NEW COVENANT BOOKS 

 
ROMANS 

 
Rom 2:12-15, 17-18   
12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;  
13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.  
14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:  
15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)  
17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God,  
18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out 
of the law;  
 

Paul taught the Gentile Believers to follow the Torah of Moses. Paul did not teach people to observe the 
Torah in order to be saved or justified. That was not the purpose of the Torah. He taught them to observe 
the Torah in order to honour YHWH as they walked out the Christian life in the footsteps of their Lord 
Y’shua. 
 

We received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith.

352
  

 
Paul did not teach people to follow all the extra man-made laws that the Jewish rabbis had invented as 
"fence laws" in order to guard the Torah of Moses, which were not part of the Written Torah (the first five 
Books of the Bible). 
 
Paul did not teach people to offer animal sacrifices in their backyards. The Torah actually forbids that. The 
commands concerning animal sacrifices could be legally carried out only at the temple in Jerusalem, and 
then only by the descendants of Aaron.  
 
Paul did not teach people to punish rebellious teenagers and Sabbath-breakers by stoning them to death. 
Penalties like that could be imposed only by properly appointed judges within the theocracy of Israel, whose 
constitution was the Torah.  
 
Jewish scholars have identified 613 distinct commands in the Torah. Of those, fewer than 200 commands 
apply to the average person. Many of the other laws applied only to priests or to the other Levites who 
assisted at the Temple. Some laws applied only to men, some only to women. Other commands applied only 
to kings, or to farmers, or to slave owners. 
 
Paul taught the Gentile Believers to follow the laws of Moses that could be followed in their own 
situation. 
 

Rom 2:20   
An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the 
truth in the law.  
 

Meaning he is a fake, it looks like he has the knowledge of the truth about Torah, but teaches another 
doctrine. 

 
Rom 2:23, 25-27   
23   Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?  

                                                      
352 Rom 1:5 
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25   For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy 
circumcision is made uncircumcision.  
26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his 
uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?  
27  And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the 
letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?  
 

Paul defines a "spiritual Jew" as a person who keeps the Torah's requirements. The term "spiritual Jew" 
does not occur in Scripture. The concept comes from Romans 2, where Paul was dealing with the 
controversy over circumcision for adult Gentile converts. In this passage, the Jews (as defined by physical 
ancestry and circumcision) are contrasted with the Gentile converts (who are Israelites by faith, circumcised 
in heart by the Spirit, and have the Torah written on their hearts according to the new covenant). 
 

Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the law, you have become as 
though you had not been circumcised. If those who are not circumcised keep the law's 
requirements, will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? The one who is not 
circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even though you have the 
written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's 
praise is not from men, but from God.

353
  

 
"Circumcision of the heart" is an Old Covenant concept (Lev 26:41; Deut 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4; 9:26; Ezek 
44:7-9).  Paul is arguing against the arrogance of some Jews who thought their ancestry, circumcision, and 
knowledge of the Torah made them superior to Gentile Believers.  According to Paul, Gentile Believers 
become Jews at heart, not in some hazy way, but when the Spirit leads them to actually observe the Torah 
that the literal Jews should have been obeying fearfully. 
 
For the full teaching on the circumcision issue of Gentiles, see Acts 15 in this chapter. 
 

Rom 3:19-21, 27-28, 31   
19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  
20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin.  
21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets;  
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  
31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.  
 

Think about this as you study the following section. If Torah was done away with, then what do we need to 
repent of?  
 

Everyone doing sin also does Torahlessness (Strongs #458), and sin is Torahlessness 
(Strongs #458).

354
  

 
Strongs number G458 is ανοµία in Greek, pronounced anomia meaning “illegality, that is, violation of 
Torah/law or (generally) wickedness: - iniquity, X transgress (-ion of) the Torah/law, unrighteousness.” 
 
Below are some more verses with the same word, and the CONTEXT is Torahlessness—or the 
BREAKING of TORAH!!! 
 

And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you who work 
Torahlessness (Strongs #458)!’

355
  

 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you are like whitewashed tombs which 
outwardly indeed look well, but inside are filled with dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. So 

                                                      
353 Rom 2:25-29 (NIV) 
354 1 John 3:4 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
355 Matt 7:23 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
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you too outwardly indeed appear righteous to men, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and 
Torahlessness (Strongs #458).

356
  

 
And because of the increase in Torahlessness (Strongs #458), the love of many shall become 
cold.

357
  

 
Now here are two back-to-back verses in which anomia (Strongs #458) and anomos (Strongs #459) are 
used (G458 in Greek is ανοµία and is pronounced anomia meaning; “illegality, that is, violation of Torah/law 
or (generally) wickedness: - iniquity, X transgress (-ion of) the Torah/law, unrighteousness.”): 
 

As to the coming of our Master עשוהי Messiah and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 
brothers, not to become easily unsettled in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by 
letter, as if from us, as if the day of הוהי has come.

358
  

 
Let no one deceive you in any way, because the falling away is to come first, and the man of 
lawlessness is to be revealed, the son of destruction,  
[Some texts read sin instead of lawlessness. This man is the Antichrist of which the Book of 
Revelation speaks about.]  
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called Elohim or that is worshipped, so that he 
sits as Elohim in the Dwelling Place of Elohim, showing himself that he is Elohim.  
Do you not remember that I told you this while I was still with you?  
And now you know what restrains, for him to be revealed in his time.

359
  

 
For the secret of Torahlessness (Strongs #458) is already at work—only until he who now 
restrains comes out of the midst.

360
  

 
In the next passages we see G459 in Greek άνοµος pronounced anomos and meaning: “From G1 (as a 
negative particle) and G3551; lawless, that is, (negatively) not subject to the TORAH of YHVH; (by 
implication a Gentile), or (positively) wicked: - without law, lawless, transgressor, unlawful, wicked.” 
 

And then the Torahless (Strongs #459) one shall be revealed, whom the Master shall consume 
with the Spirit of His mouth and bring to naught with the manifestation of His coming.

361
  

 
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of satan, with all power and signs 
and wonders of falsehood, and with all deceit of unrighteousness in those perishing, because 
they did not receive the love of the truth, in order for them to be saved. And for this reason 
Elohim sends them a working of delusion, for them to believe the falsehood, 
[Footnote: Ezek 20:25, John 9:39, John 12:40, Acts 7:42, Rom 1:24-28.]  
in order that all should be judged who did not believe the truth, but have delighted in the 
unrighteousness.

362
 

 
Now pay CLOSE attention to the word anomos/Torahless (Strongs #459) because it is a word that uses a 
NEGATIVE particle, the “a” in front of nomos (Strongs #3551), thus creating the word anomos. 
 
So, what is the point, you may ask? The word nomos (Strongs #3551) means LAW, the Hebrew concept for 
TORAH! This is PLAINLY taught by reading the Words of Y’shua in CONTEXT in Matt 5:17-20: G3551 is 
νόµος in Greek and is pronounced as nomos meaning; “From a primary word νέµω nemo ̄ (to parcel out, 
especially food or grazing to animals); law (through the idea of prescriptive usage), generally (regulation), 
specifically (of Moses/TORAH [including the volume]; also of the Gospel), or figuratively (a principle):  
TORAH/Law.” 

 
Do not think that I came to destroy the Torah (Strongs #3551) or the Prophets. 
[Footnote: The Law and the Prophets is a term used for the pre-Messianic Scriptures.] 
I did not come to destroy but to complete.  

                                                      
356 Matt 23:27-28 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
357 Matt 24:12 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
358 2 Thes 2:1-2 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
359 2 Thes 2:3-6 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
360 2 Thes 2:7 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
361 2 Thes 2:8 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
362 2 Thes 2:9 -12 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
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For truly, I say to you, till the heaven and the earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall by no 
means pass from the Torah (Strongs #3551) till all be done. 
[Footnote: Luke 16:17.]  
“Whoever, then, breaks one of the least of these commands, and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the reign of the heavens; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called 
great in the reign of the heavens.  
For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
[Footnote: Mat 15:3-9, Mark 7:7-13, John 7:19, Acts 7:53, Rom 2:23-27 here which we 
discuss, Gal 6:13.] 
you shall by no means enter into the reign of the heavens.

363
   

 
Meaning TORAH is GOOD!!! Ponder these verses: 
 

And we know that whatever the Torah says, it says to those who are in the Torah, so that every 
mouth might be stopped, and all the world come under judgment before Elohim.   
Therefore by works of Torah no flesh shall be declared right before Him, for by the Torah is 
the knowledge of sin. 
[Footnote: Exod 20:20, Rom 4:15, Rom 7:7.]

364
  

 
By the Torah is the knowledge of sin! This is simply stating that the Torah tells us what is not right, it is 
and will always be the mark or standard! Torah means instruction in righteousness! 
 

But now, apart from the Torah, a righteousness of Elohim has been revealed, being witnessed 
by the Torah and the Prophets,

365
  

 
The Good News of Messiah is based on the Torah and the Prophets (neviim)! 

 
and the righteousness of Elohim is through belief in עשוהי Messiah to all and on all who believe. 
For there is no difference,  for all have sinned and fall short of the esteem of Elohim, being 
declared right, without paying, by His favour through the redemption which is in Messiah 
,עשוהי

366
 

 
The coming of the Seed, or Messiah, is not a new concept; but goes all the way back to the seed of the 
woman, the seed of Abraham, and the seed that was passed down through the physical descendants to 
Y’shua Mashiach! Please ponder Genesis 22 very carefully, because YHWH promises to bless all through 
this seed. Y’shua was and is that seed! Y’shua is also called the Lamb of Elohim. This should also be 
pondered in light of Genesis 22; because that day a ram was given, but the Lamb was future! 
 

whom Elohim set forth as an atonement, through belief in His blood, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His tolerance Elohim had passed over the sins that had taken place 
before, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He is righteous and declares 
righteous the one who has belief in עשוהי.

367
 

 
By believing in Y’shua as Mashiach, you are acknowledging the promises of YHWH from the very beginning, 
spoken of throughout TaNaCh, and culminating in the last days in Y’shua as Mashiach ben Yoseph 
(Suffering Messiah)! Now we are simply waiting for the return of Y’shua, as Mashiach ben David (Reigning 
Messiah) and the establishing of the literal and physical kingdom from Yerushalayim, Yisrael! Yes, the feet of 
YHWH will land on the Mount of Olives – Zechariah 14! Get ready, because many will accept the fake 
because they were not walking in Torah! An interesting parallel is that those that believed in Y’shua 
were Torah-Observant Jews, and the Torahless elite and government rejected Y’shua as Mashiach! The 
same is going to happen in the very end. 
 
The contrast will be that those who reject the words of Y’shua and His upholding of Torah are going to fall for 
the fake, Torahless christ/messiah! Those that uphold Torah are actually walking as Y’shua intended, and 
they will not fall for the counterfeit! 
 

                                                      
363 Matt 5:17-20 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
364 Rom 3:19-20 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
365 Rom 3:21 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
366 Rom 3:22-24 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
367 Rom 3:25-26 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
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Where, then, is the boasting? It is shut out. By what Torah? Of works? No, but by the Torah of 
belief. For we reckon that a man is declared right by belief without works of Torah.

368
 

 
Faith in the Creator is what declares us right, and not the works of Torah or any other outward religious 
observance, whether found in the Written Torah or passed down as traditions! This does not mean that we 
trash or knowingly break the Written Torah! Please read the last verse, 31—context, context, context is key! 
Remember faith comes first, then obedience! Why would anyone keep Torah, if they do not believe in YHWH 
and choose to fear Him? See the logic—you must believe first! 
 

Or is He the Elohim of the Yehudim [Jews] only, and not also of the gentiles?  
Yea, of the gentiles also, since it is one Elohim who shall declare right the circumcised by belief 
and the uncircumcised through belief.  
Do we then nullify the Torah through the belief?  
Let it not be! On the contrary, we establish the Torah. 
[Footnote: See 7:12.]

369
  

 
The last verse says it all! Do we nullify, or do away with the Torah through the faith, or because of faith? Let 
it not be, or God forbid! On the contrary we establish or uphold the Torah!!! This lines up perfectly with 
the words of Y’shua in Mat 5:17-20! 
 

Rom 4:13-16 
13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  
14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none 
effect: 
15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all 
the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 
who is the father of us all, 

 
Paul continues his arguments from the previous chapters. (Keep in mind, Paul did not assign these chapter 
and verse numbers. They were added later.) Thus far, Paul has addressed the ideas of:  
 

• "Cheap grace," where one can claim to "believe" apart from obedience to YHWH's Torah.  
• Earning salvation based on works.  
• Automatic salvation based on being born a Jew, a descendent of Abraham.  

 
Paul now turns to Abraham in order to strengthen his case. In this chapter, he reiterates the themes of 
obedience (faith in Y’shua being likened to Abraham's faith, which was seen in his obedience) as well as the 
Shema

370
 (this faith is accessible to Jew and Gentile through Y’shua). 

 
Starting with verse 2 of Romans chapter 4:   
 

For if Abraham were justified by works he hath whereof to glory 
This verse is often pulled out of its context to teach against Torah. However, Paul's statement is a 
continuance of his previous ones regarding, "works apart from faith as a means to earn salvation". (See 
notes to verses 4-5 and 21 below for the role of "works within faith".) 
 

Verse 3: Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 

                                                      
368 Rom 3:27 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
369 Rom 3:29-31 (The Scriptures ‘98+) 
370 The Shema is the foundation to Paul’s teaching. A key to discerning Paul's teachings, is his own understanding of the Shema: "Hear 
O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One Blessed be His Name, whose glorious Kingdom is forever and ever." The first verse of the 
Shema comes from Deut 6:4. The second verse comes from Oral Torah, that accounts these as words spoken by Jacob to his sons, 
shortly before his death. "Hear O Israel," corresponds to "Hear O Jacob," words spoken to Jacob by his sons, to reassure him that 
YHWH's kingdom would indeed come one day and his decendents were to play an important role. The Shema is sung/said as a prayer 
anticipating the establishment of the Kingdom of God. The essential theme to the Shema is that of harmony and unification. It is a time 
when the Name of God will be one, God and creation are brought back together, the lost tribes (Ephraim) are reunited to Judah, 
righteous gentiles come together with faithful Israel into the faith of Israel, and the Messiah (Bridegroom) and the Shekinah (Bride) are 
joined together. Paul is teaching the election of Israel, along with the inclusion of Gentiles into the faith of Israel, as "God is One" (i.e., 
the Shema). The basis of his teaching is that Jews and Gentiles will honour God together as one "body" or "building." For the Gentiles 
this is to be done through obedience to a specific teaching (the obedience of faith, mentioned at the beginning of the letter). 
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Abraham was counted as righteous, not due to his efforts (the "qualitative level" of his faith), but due to his 
decision to trust in YHWH, despite the circumstances. This theme is continued in verses 19 and 20 (below), 
to show that his faith was not "weak". 
 
Paul points to Abraham to teach that there is one "work" that we can and must do in order to achieve 
salvation. We must choose to "trust YHWH" as Abraham did. All else was out of his hands as it is with ours.  
 

Verses: 4 to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace ... 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth 

 
Paul is not presenting an argument of "Torah versus Grace". This idea, (that there is such a thing as "law 
versus grace") is taught throughout much of Christianity. It is a theology that pits YHWH's Torah against His 
mercy, which is something completely contrary to the Hebrew Scriptures that, instead, reveal that YHWH 
gave His Torah out of His mercy. 
 
What Paul "sets against" each other, in this and in all of his letters (including Galatians and Colossians, 
which are consistently misunderstood), is the idea of, "doing works apart from faith" in order to "earn" 
salvation—versus trusting in YHWH's provision, and then living according to His revealed will—the 
Torah. 
 

Verses: 6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man 
[See comments on David in verse 15 below.] 
 
10 when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision?  

 
Paul brings forth the (obvious) point that Abraham was "declared righteous" as a Gentile. 

 
Verse 11 that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; 
that righteousness might be imputed unto them also ... 

 
YHWH declared Abraham righteous as an uncircumcised man, then had him circumcised as a seal of this 
faith, and he became the first Hebrew. Thus, he is a point of union to all who believe; Jew or Gentile. 
 
The understanding and implication of this fact (equal access to salvation for Gentiles) is the "mystery" that 
was fully revealed through Y’shua: 
 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in 
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a 
minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his 
power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is 
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ:

371
  

 
12 not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith 
[See comments to verse 16 below.] 

 
Verses 13-17 show that faith is not nullified through Torah, just as Torah is not nullified through faith 
(Rom 3:31). 

 
14 For if they which are of the law be heirs ... 
15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

 
The context of verse 14 is that of the previous verses. Torah not only "reveals" sin in man, but also 
"stirs up" sin within him. If someone is looking to earn their salvation through observance of the 
Torah (they which are of the law), they are sure to sin and thus fail. No one can "keep Torah" (at all), 

                                                      
371 Eph 3:3-9 
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outside of faith; however, within faith (having the correct view of Torah as YHWH's will for your life), 
one can keep Torah. 
 
An example of this is King David's statements about himself in the Psalms. David, who was an 
adulterer and murderer, wrote that he stood blameless in the Torah. For a detailed discussion of 
how he could make such a (valid) claim, see the article, “Not Subject to the Law of God?” in the 
YashaNet library. 
 
Verse 15 is another that is often pulled out of context. Paul is not saying that anyone who has not 
been exposed to Torah is "off the hook." He made it quite clear in the previous three chapters that 
neither Jew or Gentile have excuse before YHWH. Paul's comment is on the heels of the previous 
verse (note the word "Because" at the beginning of verse 15 above). 

 
16 not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham 

 
This verse (and earlier, in verse 12), points back to the Shema. Paul is reiterating what he said in Rom 1:16 
(to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile), in light of the example of Abraham. 
 
Although being born a descendent of Abraham does give Jews certain benefits, automatic salvation is not 
one of them. This was, however, a view held by at least some Jews of that day: 
 

And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

372
  

 
They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how 
sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?

373
  

 
Paul again falls back onto one of the principles of the Shema, that YHWH is One God for the Jew and the 
Gentile. He shows that the idea of righteousness (by trusting in YHWH) being accessible to Gentiles as well 
as Jews, predates not only Moses and the giving of the Torah, but also Abraham. As Paul shows, Abraham, 
being declared righteous, had nothing to do with his possessing or following the Written Torah, as it had not 
been given yet.  
 
The "New Covenant" and Jewish Midrashic writings are in agreement about who has access to the Holy 
Spirit and heirship as Abraham's seed: 
 

This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith? ... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise.

374
  

 
I bring heaven and earth to bear witness, that any human, Jew or Gentile, man or woman, 
freeman or slave, according to his deeds he can be worthy of Ruach haKodesh (the Holy 
Spirit)

375
 

 
19 And being not weak in faith ... 
20 He staggered not 

 
Abraham had a relationship with YHWH prior to the binding of Isaac. His "strong" faith had to do with "taking 
the next step" and trusting that YHWH would fulfill the promises to He made to him (even though this 
seemed unlikely should he sacrifice Isaac as YHWH asked). Abraham's faith was judged as "being not weak 
..." NOT based on some "qualitative" degree (i.e., doing good enough works, or believing certain doctrines 
"just right"); but because he chose to look beyond the present state of things, trusted YHWH, and obeyed His 
command. 
 

                                                      
372 Matt 3:9 
373 John 8:33 
374 Gal 3:2,28-29 
375 Tana DeBei Eliahu Rabba 9 as cited in, The Bahir: Translation, Introduction and Commentary, by Aryeh Kaplan, Samuel Weiser Inc., 

York Beach, Maine, 1979, p. 156 
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Those "weak in faith" (unlike Abraham) stagger in unbelief and doubt. Paul will make use of the theme of 
those "weak in faith," to teach an important lesson in chapters 14 and 15 of Romans. 
 
Abraham indeed "believed" YHWH, and the proof of his faith was in his actual obedience. Hence, we have 
"James" reminding us that works in conjunction with faith (not apart from faith), is essential to salvation: 
 

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But 
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only.

376
 

 
"James" tells is that these works that we will be judged by are the works of YHWH's Torah: 
 

But whoso looketh into the perfect law [Torah] of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

377
 

 
So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law [Torah] of liberty.

378
 

 
As does Paul: 
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, [Torah] which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.

379
 

 
Rom 5:13-14 
13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: 

 
Through chapters 5-8, Paul elaborates on his arguments from the previous chapters, further explaining the 
inclusion of Gentiles into the faith of Israel, along with their obligations to obey YHWH and exercise "proper 
behaviour." 
 
Verses 1-11:  
The first half of Chapter 5 (v.1-11) is somewhat transitional as it focuses on a life characterized by peace 
with YHWH ("having been justified by faith"). Verse 1 begins "Therefore …" and connects Paul’s arguments 
from the first major section of the letter (1:18-4:25) to the next section of the letter (chapters 5-8). Having 
explained that we are saved by faith/trust in 1:18-4:25, he now goes on to explain what righteous behaviour 
entails in chapters 5-8. Paul then returns to the topic of Israel’s election and obedience to the faith (re: 1:5b) 
on the part of the Gentiles, in chapters 9-16. 
 
Verses 12-21:  
Verse 12, beginning with "Wherefore", initiates a new thought based on the previous 11 verses. (NOTE: 
Chapter 6, verse 1, “What shall we say then?" brings up an argument based on what was mentioned in 5:12-
21.) The second half of chapter 5 makes a comparison between Adam and Messiah. Here again, we see the 
foundation of the Shema in Paul's writing as he appeals to the "oneness" of God. Note how often Paul uses 
the word "one" as well as "all" and "many" in these verses. The theme of obedience versus disobedience is 
seen once more. 
 

Verse 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
 

                                                      
376 James 2:19-24 
377 James 1:25 
378 James 2:12 
379 Eph 2:10 
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This is an important connecting verse between what has been said in the previous four chapters and what 
Paul will bring forward in chapters 5-8. Being "at peace" with YHWH is not a "feeling", but rather is a 
condition opposite of enmity. (Compare to verses 10 and 11 below.) 
 
As mentioned earlier, the idea of "faith", in the Judaism of Paul and Y’shua, is not simply "believing in certain 
facts"; but also agreeing to trust YHWH and walk in obedience to His ways: 
 

In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply.

380
 

 
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also   

 
To those who do not know YHWH (and sadly, to some who do know Him), this verse, along with similar ones 
in the Bible, either makes no sense or offers little "comfort". After all, what is the benefit of entering into a 
relationship with YHWH, if you're still going to face as many tribulations in this life as the person who doesn't 
follow Him? 
 
Y’shua Himself said, "the rain would fall on the just and the unjust" (Mat 5:45). YHWH does not promise to 
change your circumstances for the better (though He can); rather, the promise of His Spirit in you means 
that He will change you, and how you view and deal with these circumstances. This change does not 
happen by itself. It requires growth in knowledge of Him, which is acquired through the Spirit guiding you 
in study and application of His Torah and through prayer. 

 
6 For when we were yet without strength ... 
8 while we were yet sinners ... 
10 For if, when we were enemies ... 

 
These phrases all carry the same meaning. Paul refers to sinners (who do not yet know Y’shua), as "weak" 
(asthenees, meaning "without strength"). Paul's use of the terms, "strength" (as determined by having faith in 
Y’shua), versus "weakness" (not knowing Y’shua), will be important in properly interpreting what he says 
later in the letter. 
 

10 ... we shall be saved by his life. 
11 by whom we have now received the atonement. 

 
This giving of the life of the "atonement sacrifice" declares us "not guilty" of our sin, in the same way the Yom 
Kippur sacrifice did, only not having to be repeated each year. Y’shua is our Yom Kippur sacrifice. (See 
comments on Hebrews 8 and 9.) 
 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world 
 
The appearance of the word, "Wherefore" indicates an upcoming explanation of what has recently been 
addressed. Paul now illustrates the theme of obedience to YHWH, by contrasting it to Adam's disobedience. 
Adam "heard" another voice (Satan's) and chose to obey it; showing that he had more faith in this voice, than 
the voice of YHWH. Here again, "faith" is linked to obedience. 
 

13 but sin is not imputed when there is no law 
14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses 

 
As mentioned earlier in this study, Paul does not teach that without Torah there is no such thing as sin.  
Verse 14 makes this clear, as had there been no "sin" before the giving of the Torah at Sinai, then 
death would not have reigned from Adam to Moses. 
 
Much doctrine has been established around the above verses, particularly many related to the concept of 
"original sin". This is far too deep a subject for this study, however, nor is it the purpose of Paul's teaching in 
this letter. 
 
Judaism does teach the doctrine of the evil inclination in man, called the Yetzer Hara, but also that man can 
overcome this—as YHWH Himself told Cain: 

                                                      
380 Deut 30:16a  
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And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto 
thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

381
 

 
Judaism teaches that today, one conquers sin by learning and obeying the Torah. This is true, but 
trusting in the atoning work of Y’shua is the beginning of Torah-observance (or "Torah-
submissiveness"). 
 
Verses 15-19: 
Unlike Adam, Y’shua Himself obeyed, and offered restoration for man. Y’shua’s obedience covers His 
whole Torah-observant life, not just His resisting temptation in the wilderness and dying on the cross (re: 
Phil 2:8). 
 

19 shall many be made righteous. 
 
The Shema is once again seen here, as Paul's use of the term "many", is indicative of salvation of Gentiles 
as well as Jews. Gentiles have come through faith in Y’shua into a relationship with the One God and Father 
of all—to Israel, to whom the promises are fulfilled in Messiah; and the Gentiles, to whom He has shown 
mercy.  

 
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound 

 
This verse shows part of the Torah's purpose to reveal sin. (To the Jew first, to whom Torah was given; 
however, not only for their sake, but also for the sake of the Gentile world, as the Jews were to be a light 
unto the world with this knowledge; i.e., Matt 5:13-16). 
 
The Torah makes man more "aware" that he is sinning (i.e., "that offence might abound"), as he is now 
violating "known and definable" commands from YHWH. It is important to understand that YHWH gave His 
Torah because of His mercy as an instrument to salvation (with faith/trust being the first of the 
commandments). 
 
One of the difficulties with Christianity is that it does not present a definition of sin. References are made 
to "disobeying YHWH", or "going against the will of YHWH", but what that means is very much left up to 
people to decide. Christianity's various denominations pick and choose what commandments from 
the "Old Testament" they believe are "applicable" (according to their particular doctrines), while they 
all maintain the teaching that believers are "not under the law". 
 
The Torah, by revealing sin as such, is not "part of the problem"; but rather, is "part of the cure". The Torah 
also "stirs up" sin in man as by "laying down the law" of many who see themselves as above YHWH, who will 
respond indignantly with deliberate violation. 
 
Compare this to the parable in Mark 12:1-9, and how the tenants of the land respond to the owner's 
gestures. The more they are made aware of their improper behaviour, the angrier they get: 
 

And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an 
hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country. And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a 
servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. And they caught 
him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent unto them another servant; 
and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully 
handled. And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and 
killing some. Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, 
saying, They will reverence my son. But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. And they took him, and killed him, 
and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come 
and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.

382
 

 

                                                      
381 Gen 4:6-7 
382 Mark 12:1-9 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

135 
 

Paul explains the "dual role" of the Torah in YHWH’s purpose. To make known the full magnitude of sin (so 
that man could see it for what it was), and to act as an instrument of YHWH’s mercy and grace (the law is 
holy, just and good - Rom 7:12), in that it leads men to YHWH. 
 
This "duality" is in accordance to what YHWH said when He gave the Torah: 
 

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will 
not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I 
command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.

383
 

 
Rom 6:14-15 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

 
It is important to understand what chapter six is all about before verses 14 and 15 is explained. The outline of 
chapter 6 would be as follows:  
 

• Rom 6:1-16—Now that we are following Y’shua, and "of the Spirit," we are not free to break Torah 
and sin.  

• Rom 6:17-23—As followers of Y’shua, we are now to follow the righteousness of YHWH's Torah as 
it is learned.  

• Rom 7:1-6—We do not follow the Torah in the flesh, apart from trusting YHWH (and thus face 
condemnation by its curse), but are to follow it in the Spirit.  

• Rom 7:7-21—Although the Torah; a) served the purpose of condemning us, b) stirs up sin in us, and, 
c) cannot be followed in the flesh, the Torah in itself is the holy, just, good, (Rom 7:13), and is the 
spiritual lamp that is to light the path of lives (i.e., Psalm 119:105).  

• Rom 7:22-8:14—The Torah is our delight and duty to follow in faith. A desire to follow the Torah is 
the real "blessed assurance" a believer has, that YHWH's Spirit is within them (and that they are not 
"quenching" the Spirit.)  

 
Unfortunately, due to centuries of anti-Torah bias found in the Church and its Bible commentaries, "Rabbi 
Paul's" important "midrash on Torah observance" is overlooked. Let us start at the beginning of the chapter 
to understand this very important issue 
 

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
 
Paul uses a Talmudic formula of raising an erroneous conclusion in order to immediately refute it (as he did 
in 3:3). This is a reiteration of what Paul taught in Rom 3:5-8, that also looks back to verse 5:20b (But where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound), and the conclusion reached from previous verses on 
justification.  
 
Note that, what defines and points out sin is the Torah ("the Law"). Conversely true then, is that obeying 
Torah is YHWH's desire for His people. The only meaning that "God’s commandments" conveyed in 1

st
 

century Jewish culture (as seen throughout the texts of the "New Testament") was the Torah. 
 
Paul’s teaching on Torah is consistent with that of Y’shua, John and "James":  
 

• Mat 5:17-19—Not one jot or tittle of the Torah is done away with (and anyone teaching 
otherwise is condemned)  

• John 14:15—To love the Lord (Y’shua) is to obey Torah  
• Mat 19:17—keep the Torah’s commandments  
• 1 John 2:1-7—to say you know God, but violate Torah, means you are a liar  
• 1 John 3:4—sin is defined as a violation of Torah  
• James 1:22-25, 2:12-26 & 1 John 5:2-3, 2 John 4-6—support the concept that the Torah is the 

measure of judgement and that obeying the Torah is an integral part of faith  
• James 1:19, 1 John 2:3 and John 14:15—compare these verses regarding having only "faith," 

versus keeping the Torah in faith  
 

                                                      
383 Deut 11:26-28 
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Verse 2: God forbid 
 
"Sin," in the Judaism of Y’shua and Paul, was a violation of God's Torah (i.e., 1 John 3:4). Paul makes it 
clear once more, that Torah is not done away with through faith in Y’shua (i.e., Rom 3:31). Also see 
notes on "sin" in Rom 5:20. 
 

3 Know ye not 
 
Or, "are you ignorant ..." Paul did not found this congregation. He knows they are aware of some teachings, 
but may not be sure of all they know. 
 

3 baptized into Jesus Christ 
 
The term baptized (baptizdo) conveys the meaning of being dipped/soaked into a liquid (to dye) so that 
what is being dipped takes on the qualities of the liquid. Being immersed (v.3) means being united (v.5) 
with Messiah. (re: Rom 13:14; Gal 3:27) 
 

4 we also should walk in newness of life ...  
6 henceforth we should not serve sin ... 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin ...  
11 to be dead indeed unto sin ... 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body ... 
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin 

 
Paul repeats the message again and again throughout these ten verses, describing the "walk in the newness 
of life" (verse 4) as "no longer following sin". Once more, the only place this "walk" was outlined for the 
Roman believers to learn and follow (so they would know what sin is and flee from it), was in the TeNaCh 
(Torah, Prophets and Writings). Paul will make it very clear in chapter 8, that it is those still "of the flesh" (and 
under condemnation), that are not subject to YHWH's Torah (i.e., "not under the law.") 
 
This repetitive message would be redundant to a Jewish audience, having known of sin and its 
consequences through possession of the Torah (i.e., Romans 3). This message is thus geared toward new 
Gentile Believers who had minimal knowledge of what the Torah called "sin", and what they were to obey 
(i.e., "obedience of faith to the gentiles" - Rom 1:5). 
 
Concerning "death and resurrection" with Messiah, it can be said that:  

• In one sense we are already dead and raised by believing.  
• In another sense it is a matter of present obligation, (proper behaviour and growth)  
• In a third sense it is futuristic as a promise of YHWH at our time of death. 

  
We "die to sin" in different ways:  

• Judicially—YHWH decides to take our sin upon Himself through Y’shua (Re: Col 3:1-3)  
• Baptism—their ratification of YHWH's decision on their behalf, and YHWH's seal on them  
• Morally—we are called and have the ability to die to sin, and live correctly, on a daily basis  
• Eschatological—At death, we will "die to sin" in a final sense, and will be raised up to eternal life  

 
5 For if we have been planted together ... 

 
This verse supports verse 4. In "baptism" we are conformed to His death and His resurrection in our mortal 
life. Paul's words may be rooted in Isaiah 53:5 ("by His stripes we are healed"), as the root word for 
"stripes" is chavar, which also has as a root meaning of "to be joined" (i.e., Hos 4:17). 
 

11 reckon ye also yourselves 
 
The first step on the way of obedience is to recognize and to see yourself in light of what the perfect Torah 
says about you (re: James 1:25). 
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12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body 
 
As seen throughout the rest of this chapter and the next two, Paul is concerned with halakha

384
 for Gentiles 

turning from idolatry to the YHWH and faith of Israel. As mentioned, it is the behaviour of these new Gentile 
Believers that will result in sanctification (Re: Rom 15:15-16).  
 
As we will see later in this study, a key purpose for Paul writing Romans was his concern that the situation 
there was deteriorating at the suggestion of those who were challenging the (Torah-based) teaching that 
they had been obeying. 
 

14 for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
 
Here is another verse often stripped of its context to promote the erroneous doctrine of "grace versus law". 
Paul tells the Gentile Believers that they are to follow YHWH's ways as taught in the Torah, and not the way 
of the world (i.e., sin), because they are under grace.  
 
The term "not under law" does not mean "not having to follow YHWH's Torah". This would be heresy to a 
Jewish Rabbi such as Paul, and would contradict Scriptures such as: Rom 3:31, 7:12, 14a; 22, 25; 8:4,7; 
13:8-10; Mat 5:17-19, 19:17; John 14:15, James chapters 1 & 2, 1 John 2:1-7, 3:4, 5:2-3 and 2 John 4-6. 
 
Paul could mean several things by his statement, including any or all of the following:  
 

1) Gentiles and Jews who trust in Y’shua and obey YHWH, are not under the condemnation of the 
Torah, as are those who try to earn their salvation through legalistic observance apart from 
faith/trust. The opposite of "under God's grace" (unmerited favour), would be under God's 
condemnation. This ties into 7:1-6 and is also confirmed by verse 8:1.  

2) YHWH's people are not under legalism. (Upo Nomon = "controlled by law/legalism", re: 3:20b). They 
are to live within the framework of Torah—as YHWH's people have always been under grace and 
Torah, and never under "legalism".  

3) When a Believer frees himself from the punishment of Torah in baptism, in which he puts his evil 
inclination (Yetzer Hara) "to death", he is enabled to obey YHWH’s commandments.  

 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? 

 
Paul's "suggestion" of 3:5-8 and 6:1-2 is stated a third time. Grace is not a license to ignore YHWH’s will (as 
expressed in His word, the Torah), but the means to faithfully follow YHWH’s will (Torah) freely out of a 
sincere heart. 
 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey 
 
Returning to the theme of obedience. There are two ways in life. One can obey YHWH (through learning and 
doing of the Torah, including trusting in His Messiah), or one can "obey" the world by disregarding the Torah. 
 

17 ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
 
Paul refers to a specific body of teaching they had learned in the past. The only doctrine ever taught by 
Y’shua, Paul and the other disciples was from the TeNaCh (Torah, Prophets and Writings). This includes the 
halakha ("walk") for Gentile Believers, such as the initial Torah commandments given to Gentiles by the 
Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. 
 

18 became the servants of righteousness... 
19 yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

 
Paul again emphasizes the call to servanthood, righteousness and holiness. The concept of "holiness" 
(sanctity) is important. This has to do with being "set apart" from the world and conformed to the image of 
YHWH. How we are to "sanctify ourselves" is shown throughout the lessons and commandments of the 

                                                      
384 Halakha (Hebrew: הלכה ; alternative transliterations include Halocho and Halacha) is the collective body of Jewish religious law, 
including biblical law (the 613 mitzvot) and later talmudic and rabbinic law, as well as customs and traditions. Judaism classically draws 
no distinction in its laws between religious and ostensibly non-religious life. Hence, Halakha guides not only religious practices and 
beliefs, but numerous aspects of day-to-day life. Halakha is often translated as "Jewish Law," though a more literal translation might be 
"the path" or "the way of walking." The word is derived from the Hebrew root that means to go or walk. 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

138 
 

Torah. The teachings of Y’shua and the other writers of the "New Testament" do not nullify any of the Torah, 
but point us to the Torah and bring out deeper meaning and greater revelation. 
 

19 to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity 
 
Paul includes spiritual "uncleanness" with all iniquity, thus showing that he views Torah as a "whole" and not 
separating ritual and ethical commands. 
 
This is also found in Paul's other letters as well as in "James": 

• Gal 5:19-21a—Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: 

• 2 Cor 12:21—And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I 
shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and 
fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed. 

• James 2:10—For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all. 

 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

 
Being "free in regard to righteousness" is not a desirable state: 
 

• Psalm 88:5—Free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou 
rememberest no more: and they are cut off from thy hand. 

 
22 ye have your fruit unto holiness 
 

"Fruit" in this context being what was mentioned earlier in this study, the acts of Torah, and those 
stemming from Torah given long before by YHWH: 
 

• Eph 2:10—For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
"Slavery" to righteousness is true freedom. YHWH's concept of freedom/liberty means being free to 
follow His ways. Remember the message YHWH had Moses tell Pharaoh: "Let my people go, so they 
can serve me." 

 
Rom 7:1-14, 16, 21-23, 25   
1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion 
over a man as long as he liveth? 
2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 
liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, 
though she be married to another man. 
4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye 
should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring 
forth fruit unto God. 
5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. 
6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: 
for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. 
For without the law sin was dead. 
9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I 
died. 
10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 
11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 
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13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding 
sinful. 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 
In the previous chapter, Paul explored the meaning of dying with the Messiah and the concept of 
enslavement to sin, after having laid the foundation for this in 5:12-21. As outlined earlier, Chapter 7 of 
Romans continues the teaching about Torah. This is a complex chapter steeped in Pharisaic thought, and 
includes a legal analogy as well as an example from Paul's personal experience. 
 

Verse 1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) 
 
Paul uses "brethren" when speaking of new Gentile Believers, as well as his kinsmen according to the flesh 
(Jews, whether they believe or not in Y’shua.) This will be important later in this study. 
 
This parallel language is seen throughout Romans:  

• Brethren: 1:13, 8:29, 9:3  
• Adopted sons: 8:15, 9:4  
• Children of God: 8:16-17, 9:8  
• The glory: 8:18, 9:4  
• Abraham is their father: 4:10-17  
• Seed of Abraham: 4:13-18, 9:7-8, 11:1  
• Beloved of God: 1:7, 11:28  
• Called: 1:16, 8:28, 9:7, 9:24, 11:29  
• Elect: 8:28, 8:33, 9:11  
• Foreknew: 8:29, 11:2  
• Given the service: 1:9, 9:4, 12:1  

 
"Them that know the Law" probably refers to the Jews in the congregation, particularly in light of the 
subsequent teaching which cannot be understood without a knowledge of Torah, as well as rabbinic 
methods of argument. However, it could also include some Gentiles (learned in the ways of Torah), as Paul 
addresses points throughout Romans (to Gentiles) that refer to the Torah. 
 
Paul knows that the Roman congregation is made up of:  

• Jewish followers of Y’shua that have been raised in Torah from birth  
• Gentiles who converted to Judaism, prior to their faith in Y’shua and know a fair amount about the 

Torah  
• Gentiles who have come to faith in Y’shua and have learned some of Torah since then  
• Gentiles who know practically nothing of Torah, and/or may have the misguided view that it is not 

important  
 
Notes on Verses 1-4: 
Here we have yet a group of verses commonly misused (to teach against Torah), due to the lack of 
knowledge of Paul's Pharisaic mindset and rabbinic technique. As mentioned above, this teaching was 
directed to those "who knew the Law", indicating a deep understanding of Torah on the part of the 
recipient—an understanding that is not part of the Christian mindset of modern times. 
 
Paul, by using an example of a widow and remarriage, appeals to a legal principle from Torah. He takes up 
the point made in 6:14 about "not being under law but under grace" to explain how those trusting in Y’shua 
are free from the law's condemnation (NOT "free from obeying YHWH's Torah"). Everything Paul has said 
previously in this letter—particularly verses 2:13; 3:19-26; 3:31; 4:14; 5:20, 6:2-11 (as well as that which he 
follows up with in 7:5-6 and chapter 8)—must be kept in mind when analyzing this section. 
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From the context of this passage and the previous chapters, "death" in this discussion is regarded in a 
positive light, as we are dying to "something bad" (i.e., "that being dead wherein we were held" - 7:6).   In 
verse 7:1, Paul uses the same word, "dominion" (kurieuo, "to rule over") regarding the "Law", as he did in 
verse 6:9 (referring to death) and sin in verse 6:14. As Paul has stated, when we "die to sin," by trusting in 
YHWH/Messiah, we are dying to the judgment and condemnation of YHWH's holy Torah, that shows us that 
we cannot in our own efforts, meet His standards. 
 
In the analogy of Rom 7:1-4, Torah does not represent the husband (and thus it "dies", as some falsely 
teach). Rather, Torah represents the legal framework which institutes the marriage. Paul explains that the 
woman is legally bound to her husband as long as he is alive. When he dies, this is no longer true and 
she is not subject to the penalties of Torah, should she remarry.  
 
With this Pharisaic "legal argument", Paul is saying that when a man becomes "dead to the Law", he "dies 
to sin" (by placing his trust in YHWH's provision for salvation). He thus "removes himself from the judgment 
of Torah" and is no longer under its accusation and judgment. That man is now free to obey YHWH by 
following His Torah (re: verse 6:17 and forward).

385
 

 
Remember that the ultimate purpose of Torah is to give life (Lev 18:5, Deut 28:15-20, Prov 3:18, 4:4, 13, 
Ezek 20:11), and to witness to YHWH's righteousness. The difficulty for man trying to follow Torah "on his 
own" is that through the Torah (because it is "holy, righteous and good," - re: 7:12), sin is stirred up and 
magnified in him. This is a problem, of course, as the Torah demands that you follow its commandments. 
(See comments on the duality of the Torah at the end of the Chapter 5 notes.) 
 
Although the Torah is "holy, righteous and good" (just like YHWH, its giver), it does not have the power in 
itself to remove man's evil inclination. Paul does not say that it is the Torah that has died nor is 
cancelled, nor is a Believer "made dead" in having to respond to its truth. Rather, Paul is saying that, 
in dying to sin (through trusting in YHWH in Messiah), we are able to perform YHWH's will in keeping 
His Torah and serving Him in the newness of the Spirit (Paul will make this very clear in the next 
chapter). 
 
Paul's argument in Romans is similar to one he made in Philippians chapter 3, when he said he counted the 
past things he relied on for righteousness, "as dung". Again, due to the lack of knowledge of where Paul (the 
Rabbi and Pharisee) is coming from, this section is also often used to teach that Paul no longer followed 
Torah. This is not what Philippians (or Galatians, or Colossians, or any of Paul's writings) says, however. 
Paul is not asserting that YHWH's holy Torah is "dung"; rather, he is saying that his efforts in trying to 
achieve righteousness by following Torah commandments on his own, outside of faith, is an exercise in 
futility. He counts his legalistic approach to Torah as "dung". 
 
In Philippians, Paul teaches along the same lines as he does in Romans in not trying to achieve salvation by 
doing the "works of the Law" in one's own righteousness, but through faith in Y’shua: 
 

Phil 3:9—And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

 
Paul's righteousness as a Jew, prior to his "meeting" with Y’shua, was erroneously placed in his own ability 
to follow the Torah to "earn" his salvation. Paul's teaching (in all his letters) is that we cannot do this on 
our own. We are to trust in the "righteousness which is of God by faith", and then follow His Torah 
with His Spirit in us. 
 
"Believing in the Messiah" is not the end of the road (as is effectively taught by Christianity). Trusting in 
Y’shua is the door to the path we are to follow—the path of Torah. Note that in the same chapter of 
Philippians, Paul does not presume to say that "just by believing" he is guaranteed salvation:  
 

Phil 3:11-14—If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

                                                      
385 A Commentary on the Jewish Roots of Romans, Joseph Shulam, Messianic Jewish Publishers, Baltimore, Maryland, 1997, p. 264 
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Paul's admonition was for the Philippians to walk in the same path he did, which was Torah:  
 

Phil 3:16-17 - Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let 
us mind the same thing. Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as 
ye have us for an ensample.  

 
5 For when we were in the flesh 

 
This verse looks back at the past from which we were delivered. The Torah (even today), leads us to 
salvation through its "negative commands" (i.e., "Thou shall not ..."), that both regulates sin in the life of an 
unbeliever, and causes us to see that we fall short of YHWH's standards.

386
 We then realize the need to die 

to our sin (and to the judgment of Torah) and make the way for YHWH's Spirit to enable us to do what the 
Torah demands. See notes to verse 6 below for the "positive aspects" of Torah. 
 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

 
This verse clarifies what Paul was saying with his analogy (verse 1-4) and looks ahead to what will be said 
in chapter 8. In "dying" to sin, and making room in one’s will to "let God in", a person is now governed by the 
"positive commandments" of the Torah (i.e. walking according to the Spirit and not the flesh, re: 8:1-15).  
 
Paul makes it clear that we still serve YHWH (i.e., follow His ways as He gave in the Torah). A person must 
serve one of two masters. He is either "bound" in the oldness of the letter to serve his Yetzer Hara (evil 
inclination), or he is "freed" from this inclination to serve YHWH. (Of course, this does not mean he will never 
sin—even King David sinned, yet he declared himself (in Psalms) under the inspiration of the Ruach 
HaKodesh to be "righteous according to the Torah"). 
 
A breakdown of Rom 7:6 is as a follows: 
 

"But now we are delivered from the law"—We are delivered from the condemnation of the Torah 
that came when we tried to follow it outside of faith and failed. Refer to the "curse of the Law". 
"... being dead wherein we were held"—Because Y’shua paid the penalty (by His death), for our 
violation of YHWH's Torah, we have been released from this sentence (the fruit of unbelievers is 
death, re: 7:5). We are not released from the entirety of Torah, however, only certain aspects; 
(i.e., its condemnation) just as the woman in the analogy of verses 7:1-4 was only released from 
certain aspects of the Torah. 
"... serve in newness of spirit"—Those of the Spirit continue to "serve" (i.e., follow Torah - re: 
Rom 8:2-8) 
"... not in the oldness of the letter".—Outside of faith, we can only grasp at the "letter of the 
Law". We are no longer to serve YHWH in a lifeless spirit of self-righteous legalism, or misuse 
of YHWH's Torah. We are now to follow it out of love of YHWH, as Torah is holy, righteous and 
good (6:12), as well as spiritual (6:14). 
(Also see notes to verse 14 below.) 

 
Notes on Verses 7-25:  
This section, as the one (above) preceding it, may also be considerd as directed more toward the Jews in the 
audience—though not exclusively. Also, as we will see, the lesson Paul teaches here (about certain Jewish 
beliefs toward Gentiles) will come back later in the letter when he addresses the issue of Gentile attitude 
toward Jews and the faith of Israel. 
 
Many people have difficulty with these verses as Paul speaks of himself, a believer in Y’shua, in the present 
tense (in verses 14-25) as being "a slave under sin's power". Again, people are prone to (incorrectly) think of 
the Torah's demands "legalistically", and thus view Torah observance as "the problem" (and thus done 
away by the Messiah). However, the more people are set free from thinking of the Torah in this way, and 
sees how it reveals (and calls you to) YHWH's perfection, the more conscious they become of their own 
continuing sinfulness and arrogant self-righteousness. 

                                                      
386 Judaism recognizes 613 commands of Torah, breaking them down into 365 "negative" commands (associated with "fear of YHWH"), 
and 248 "positive" ones (associated with "love of YHWH"). The fulfilling of the positive commandments is said to be "superior" to the 
violation of the negative ones, as the former is achievable by those who have a trusting relationship in YHWH, Ramban: Philosopher 
and Kabbalist, Chayim J. Henoch, Jason Aronson Inc. Jerusalem, 1998, pp. 42-45. 
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What was Paul's sin? 
 
Paul cites the 10

th
 Commandment (coveting) in verse 7. This should be kept in mind in order to understand 

the passage correctly. Coveting is not always about wanting what isn't yours—it is also about wanting what 
may be yours, but what you should not regard as "only yours" so as to deny your neighbour. Two other 
Scriptures, Philippians 3 (cited above) and Galatians 2 (cited below), will help provide a clue as to what 
Paul's sin may have been. 
 
The Torah had provided a "coveted status" to the Jew as it was to them only because YHWH provided this 
(Rom 3:2). 
 
Paul himself recognized that this differentiation existed: 
 

Gal 2:15 - We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles 
 
Because of man's sinful nature, it was easy for many Jews to develop a theology of "we're in and they're out" 
with regard to the Gentile world. With some Jews, the Torah and its privilege had become a weapon instead 
of a tool (i.e., Rom 3:27-30, 9:30-10:4, 11:6). 
 
YHWH's purpose in Israel's calling was to be a light to the world (Mat 5:13-16), as Israel is called "God's 
Messiah". Some of this "covenantal-covetousness" naturally carried over to Jews that came to Messiah. This 
may be seen in those who insisted on full Torah observance (conversion) for Gentiles prior to "coming to 
faith in Messiah" (i.e., Acts 15). Without a doubt, Paul's teaching against "covenantal-covetousness" rubbed 
some of his contemporaries the wrong way (those that wanted to remain an exclusive, privileged group), as 
seen in the (false) accusations against Paul that he actually taught "against Torah". 
 
An example of this sin of covenental-covetousness involving a Jew coming to Y’shua is seen in a case 
involving Peter, as described by Paul in Gal 2:11-21. Paul tells of an incident where Peter walked away from 
a group of Gentile Believers when some of his Jewish brethren arrived on the scene. 
 
This passage in Galatians is yet another that is often misinterpreted to teach that Peter's "sin" was "failing to 
see that he didn't have to follow Torah any more". This is completely erroneous, as the text itself shows that 
Paul's argument with Peter had nothing to do with "food", but with his walking away from the Gentiles, 
making them seem inferior.

387
 

 
Paul's lesson in Galatians, as well as here in Romans and in Ephesians 2 (where he describes the   
"mystery" of Gentiles coming to faith) is that in Y’shua this "discrimination" (Jew from Gentile in the flesh by 
circumcision) is removed in a manner that the Law is unable to by its very nature (as a gift to the Jews) to do. 
This is what he rebukes Peter for in Galatians, telling him that he "lived" (was saved) in the same way as the 
Gentiles "lived" (were saved)—both by faith. 
 
Paul knew even back then (Galatians was written years before the Book of Romans) that he and Peter (and 
other Jews) were guilty of this covetous nature that got in the way of them being able to do what the Torah 
truly calls for. 
 
He recognized the solution at that time as well: 
 

Gal 2:19 - For through the Law I died to the Law, that I might live to God. 
 
In Galatians, we see a similar teaching to chapter 7 of Romans. Paul recognized that through the Torah 
(which taught Paul to love YHWH and neighbour), he realized he could not keep the commandment, even 
though he wanted to (see verse 7:19 below). 
 
It would seem likely, that the "personal sin" Paul is speaking about here in Romans 7, is with his 
covetousness of the Torah. As a Jew, Paul "died" to the Torah when he failed in trying to observe the very 
gift of God (Torah), by judging Gentiles to be inferior with regard to salvation. In this way, sin still "lived under 
the Torah" for him and would lead to his death. (See verse 13 below.) 
 

                                                      
387 A full analysis of this subject is found in, The Mystery of Romans, Mark D. Nanos, Fortress Press, 1996, pp. 337-371 
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Paul praised YHWH (7:24-25) that he (a Jew within Torah, as separate from the Gentile who was "outside of 
Torah"), through Y’shua, could live his life without the covenantal-covetousness that his sinful nature 
provoked. He could now accept Gentiles in Y’shua as true brothers, according to YHWH's righteousness, 
and not follow his own righteousness which pitted Jew against Gentile. Paul could not do this before his faith 
in Y’shua. 
 
This ties back to his lesson about Abraham in chapter 4 that showed how Abraham was father to both Jew 
and Gentile who followed YHWH. This is also seen in Matt 20:1-16 - the parable of laborers in the vineyard.  
 
Once again, the foundation of Paul's teaching lies in an understanding of the Shema that teaches that 
YHWH is One God for Jew and Gentile. As mentioned in our Matthew study, the Shema (Deut 6:4) is the 
fundamental "statement of faith" of Judaism. YHWH's first "commandment" is that we put our trust in Him 
("faith"); thereby "loving Him". He then says how we are to love Him—not based on emotions (AS MANY 
CHURCHES DO), but on following His Torah:  
 

Deut 6:1-9 - Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the 
LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 
possess it: That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of 
thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that 
it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath 
promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God  
is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.  

 
7 What shall we say, Is the law sin?" 

 
This is effectively answered in 7:12. Torah itself is not sin—Torah magnifies sin (re: 3:20, 4:15, 5:12, 20, 
7:5). Sin existed before Torah was given, but it is "given power" through the Torah. (Re: 1 Cor 15:56). 
The wages (power) of sin is death (re: 6:23, 8:6). The knowledge of sin "intervenes" between Torah and sin, 
making Torah "an agent" to "provide" for man's sinful passions. Torah itself is not a part of those 
passions, as men do sin in absence of the Torah (v. 2:12, 5:13, 15:12-14), but don't fully recognize sin for 
what it is apart from the Torah (3:20). 
 

7 except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
 
See notes above on Paul's sin of covetousness of Torah. As he explains of himself in this chapter, now that 
Y’shua lives in him, Paul "walks (i.e., follows Torah) according to the Spirit", and is free to live without this        
sin. 
 

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me 
 
This is another example of Pharisaic thought; i.e.: 
 

Talmud, Hagigah 16a. - "If the evil inclination say to thee, 'Sin and the Holy One, blessed be He, 
will pardon,' believe it not, for it is said: 'Trust not in a friend' (Micah 7:5) and 'friend' (re'a) 
means none other that one's evil inclination, for it is said, 'For the inclination of man's heart is 
evil (ra'). 

 
12 the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

 
As said repeatedly though this study, although Torah stirs up sin, it is not sin as it is the revelation and 
instruction of the holy One who gave it (re: 3:5). This answers the question of 7:7 (Is the law sin?). The Torah 
is YHWH's will for Paul as it was for Y’shua (re: 7:22, 25; 8:7; Matt 15:3, 6; Mark 7:8), and for all who follow 
the Messiah. The "deliverance" Paul preaches about is from sin and death (the curse of the Torah), not 
from the Torah itself. 
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Paul thus reiterates that the Torah is not abrogated for Believers (Rom 3:21, 7:12-14, 9:2-5, 11:29-29, 
15:8), in the same fashion that Y’shua taught (Matt 5:17-21). Just as YHWH's faithfulness is not abrogated 
by Israel's unfaithfulness (v.3:3) the Torah is not contaminated because man does not fulfill its 
commandments.  
 
YHWH gave the Torah to give life, but it is also a means of death for those who use it wrongly: 
 

1 Tim 1:5-8 - Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of faith unfeigned: From which some having swerved have turned aside unto 
vain jangling; Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor 
whereof they affirm. But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 

 
13 working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become 
exceeding sinful. 

 
Here Paul says that sin still "lives" under the Torah (see above section on Paul's sin), and leads to death (for 
the man not trusting in YHWH's salvation), by deceiving man through stirring up his Yetzer Hara (evil 
inclination). 
 

14 the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
 
When a man serves his Yetzer Hara, he is bound to his "spirit of flesh". As the law is spiritual, it is only with 
YHWH's Spirit that we can acknowledge it and consent to it in our minds. (re: 7:16, 22, 23, 25, and 8:1) 
Those trying to gain salvation outside of faith, grasp at the "letter of the Law" (7:6). 
 

16 If then I do that which I would not, 
 
This inner conflict shows that a Believer should acknowledge that YHWH's Torah is good and to be obeyed. 
He should delight in YHWH's Torah (re: 7:22). 
 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
 
Paul distinguishes between his own "self" and "sin" as a force which dwells in his flesh. He thus personifies 
the Yetzer Hara, which was typical in rabbinic writings of his day (see verse 11 above). Sin is not merely "an 
act"—it is something that dwells within man. The "person" who is his "master" when he is enslaved by sin is 
thus replaced by the Spirit of Y’shua (re: 8:9) and his "body of death" (7:24) is replaced by an 
imperishable body (1 Cor 15:40-49), through "baptism" into Y’shua's death and resurrection 
(identification with Him). 
 

18 how to perform that which is good I find not. 
 
Neither the "wish" to do well, nor the observance of the commandments as an end to itself, is enough. 
YHWH wishes us to serve Him out of love and a pure heart, not just to respond because the command says 
to. 
 

19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
 
Two verses that contribute to this thought are: 

 
Eccl 7:20—There is not a righteous man on earth that does good and sins not.  
Isaiah 64:5—Even our good deeds are as filthy rags. 

 
What these verses tell us is that there is always some self-interest in our good deeds.  
 

21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members 

 
Paul speaks of a "law" in verse 21 that is different than "God's Law" (Torah) in verse 22. This other law is not 
the Torah, but a "different law", as he says in verse 23. This is the law of sin, which would be equivalent to 
the "power of sin", Yetzer Hara, or even a "perverse Torah". 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

145 
 

 
Paul teaches that Believers should agree with and delight in YHWH's Torah, as it reveals YHWH good will 
and His mercy (re: 7:16) See also: Psalm 19:8, and Psalm 119:14, 16, 24, 35, 47, 70. 
 
The "inward man" Paul speaks of, is the spirit that goes against the Yetzer Hara by dying to sin through 
identification with Y’shua. He thus banishes the "spirit of flesh" from his members (re: 6:13), so that he can 
"agree with Torah", proving through his observance of its commands that it is "holy, righteous and good" (re: 
7:12 & 16). 
 

23 the law of my mind 
 
As contrasted to the "law in my members". It is man's will that makes the choice between serving his Creator 
or his Yetzer Hara. Once a man allows the Yetzer Hara to become his master, his mind and will are taken 
captive by fleshly desires. 
 
As stated elsewhere by Paul: 
 

2 Cor 10:5 - Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

 
24 Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

 
Apart from YHWH, man is unable to master his Yetzer Hara and free himself from the slavery and 
imprisonment of his body to the desires of evil and the wages of sin. 
 
Note that Paul does NOT say, "Who will set me free from the Torah?" Paul thanks YHWH that he is delivered 
from bondage to his Yetzer Hara through the righteousness of Y’shua ("the Lord our righteousness"). He can 
now walk (follow YHWH's Torah) according to the Spirit of truth and holiness, putting to death the "spirit of 
the flesh". 
 

25 ... but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 
 
Alas, a man is never totally free of his Yetzer Hara until he physically dies. Those who follow Y’shua are, in 
a limited sense, still slaves to sin—but in Y’shua's death, we are free from the mastery of sin and death. King 
David was saved by the same faith. Although he sinned quite terribly (i.e., murder, adultery), he could claim 
to have "followed the Torah" (i.e., Psalm 119) as His trust was in YHWH and His Word. 

 
Rom 8:2-4, 7 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 

 
Chapter 8 is the center point of the letter to the Romans—not only in its literal placement, but also with 
regard to the lessons Paul seeks to convey to his audience. With this chapter, Paul now concludes his 
Midrash

388
 on Torah (which began at 6:1). Beginning around verse 28, and continuing through the following 

chapters 9-11, the discussion turns back to Israel. Paul discusses Israel's continued election, their stumbling, 
and the Gentiles' relationship to Israel and the faith of Israel. Following this (in chapters 12-15), Paul will deal 
with correcting specific behavioural problems in the Roman congregation. 
 
To recap the Romans letter thus far: 
In chapters 1-4, Paul iterated a number of "general" teachings, mostly for the benefit of his Gentile audience, 
including:  
 

• The historical continuity and order of salvation history  

                                                      
388 An interpretation or expansion of a Bible text, often with explanations of the text by including some kind of story - 
http://www.google.co.za/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:Midrash&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title 
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• Jew and Gentile judgmentalism and condemnation  
• YHWH’s righteousness based on faith  
• View and purpose of the Torah  
• Election of Israel  

 
Having laid this foundation, in chapters 5-8 (concluding with this chapter), Paul focused more specifically on 
characterizing the life of a Believer in Y’shua the Messiah. He described it in these four ways:  
 

1) Having "peace" (as opposed to enmity) with YHWH (chapter 5)  
2) A life characterized by sanctification through Torah-observance (chapter 6)  
3) Being free from the Torah's condemnation (chapter 7)  
4) Marked by the indwelling of YHWH's Spirit (chapter 8)  

 
The term "spirit" is used 21 times in chapter 8. This is more than any chapter in the entire New Covenant. It 
usually (but not always) refers to the Ruach haKodesh (the Holy Spirit) of YHWH. Paul continues on the 
theme of putting the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination) to death. He compares the Yetzer Hara to "walking in the 
flesh" and the "good inclination" (Yetzer Tov), to "walking in the Spirit". He identifies a "son" as one who 
serves YHWH from love (via the positive commandments) and not from fear (condemnation of the negative 
commandments). 
 
As noted earlier, the terms Paul is using for new believers from the last chapter forward, he also uses for 
Jewish non-believers, whom he also considers "his brethren". Note the following comparative terms used by 
Paul as we go forward: 

 
Yetzer Tov   Yetzer Hara 
(good inclination)   (evil inclination) 
Spirit    Flesh 
Torah of YHWH   "another Torah" 
sons of light   sons of darkness 
spirit of truth   spirit of perversity 
spirit of adoption   spirit of slavery 

 
Verses 1-4: 
In these opening verses of chapter 8, Paul again explains why believers are no longer under the Torah's 
condemnation—once more showing that the issue is not "no longer following Torah", but only the aspects of 
it outlined in earlier. 
 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation  
 
"Therefore ..." is very much a summary of all of chapters 1-7, as Paul concludes his discussion on the 
behaviour of those who have come to trust in YHWH through His Messiah. There is no condemnation (from 
the judgment aspect of Torah) for those who have been "baptized" into Y’shua’s death and resurrection and 
trust in YHWH for their salvation. 
 
Just as the annual Yom Kippur sacrifice had to be "accepted in faith" by the individual Jew in order for his 
sins to be forgiven, the same applies to accepting YHWH's salvation through His sacrificed Messiah—the 
perfect and final Yom Kippur sacrifice. 
 
"No condemnation …" (katakrima = judgment), means having the freedom to serve YHWH while still living in 
the flesh. The person baptized into Y’shua’s death & resurrection has been "freed" from serving his Yetzer 
Hara by YHWH’s gift of righteousness (justification) in Y’shua (chap. 6). The Believer is still confronted with 
this evil inclination (i.e., chapter 7), but is no longer under YHWH’s condemnation due to the sacrifice of 
Y’shua. 
 

2 law of the Spirit ... law of sin and death 
 
As discussed, the Torah both condemns (brings death) and leads men to YHWH (brings life). Compare to 
Heb 4:12: 
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Heb 4:12—For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Paul already explained that YHWH's Torah is a Torah of Spirit (which is the same as the "Torah of 
Messiah"—Gal 6:2) and that there is also a "false torah" of sin & death—(re: Rom 7:21-23).  
 
YHWH's Torah given through Moses (properly understood and applied) is NOT equated to the "law of sin 
and death". The Torah of the Spirit, IS the Torah given through Moses that points to Messiah Who in 
turn points us to Torah (Matt 5:17-21). Y’shua is both the giver of Torah and the embodiment of the Torah 
(i.e., the "Word" made "flesh"—John chapter 1). 
 
YHWH does not change. Moses (as directed by YHWH) also taught "salvation by faith"; i.e., being 
"born again". Deuteronomy 30 is a chapter that shows the connectivity of the Torah to Y’shua. 
Comments follow selected verses from this important chapter: 
 

Deut 30:1—And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing 
and the curse, which I have set before thee, 

 
YHWH says that the Torah He has given is both a blessing and a curse: a blessing to those who follow it in 
faith (i.e., Heb 4:2), and a curse to those who do not. 
 

Deut 30:6—And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love 
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

 
"Circumcision of the heart" is equivalent to being “born again" (i.e., Col 2:11). Although Deut 30:6 is being 
spoken of in a future sense, the command to circumcise the heart had already been given in Deut 10:16, and 
the instructions are presented in the present tense as well (see verses 11-14 below). 
 
The prior mention of this command is why Y’shua reprimanded Nicodemus in John chapter 3. Nicodemus 
should have known this, as a "teacher of Israel". YHWH says He wants us to love Him with all our heart and 
soul. What this means He explains in verse 30:16 (below) as well as in the verses surrounding the Shema 
(re: Deuteronomy chapter 6—see previous chapter notes). 
 

Deut 30:11-14—For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from 
thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest 
do it.  

 
For those who say that no one could ever "follow the Law" and that we had to "wait until the Messiah", this 
verse (and others) creates a problem. YHWH says that it is NOT too hard to follow His Torah. He also held 
them accountable and punished them when they failed. If it was never possible to follow Torah (as many 
today teach), and YHWH still demanded obedience (as the Bible clearly shows), then this would make 
YHWH the supreme sadist! 
 
As mentioned in the previous chapter notes, King David himself claimed that he "followed God's Torah" 
without fault—even though he was guilty of some grievous sins. This is because YHWH has always 
demanded faith first, which is always accompanied by a love and desire to learn and follow His Torah (i.e., 
Hebrews 11). 
 
The "New Covenant" also speaks of those who "kept the Torah to God's satisfaction", prior to Y’shua's 
death: 
 

Luke 1:6—"And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless." 

 
As we will see, Paul makes use of Deut 30:11-14, applying it to Y’shua later in the Romans letter. 
 

Deut 30:15—See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 
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Once again, YHWH makes clear the "duality" of the Torah. 
 

Deut 30:16—In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, 
and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.  

 
Much importance is given to "loving God" in Christianity, yet there is no standard as to WHAT love is (i.e., is 
our definition of "loving God" the same as YHWH's definition? Where is YHWH's definition found at the time 
of Y’shua and Paul?)  
 
Christianity does not say HOW we are to love YHWH. When deciding the presently popular question, 
"What would Jesus do?” the individual is not pointed to YHWH's Torah (or to a Torah-based interpretation of 
the "New Testament") but left to decide in accordance with the particulars of a specific denominational 
theology and their own "feelings". 
 
Here in Deuteronomy (as well as in the "New Covenant, i.e., 1 John 2:3), YHWH explains what he means by 
"loving Him"—obedience (in faith) to His Torah. This is the standard He gave us. 
 
One of the interesting lessons in Hebrew study of the Torah is that YHWH gave commandments in the first 
four books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers) without giving too much detail as to "why" He gave them. 
He deals with the "why" in the last book (Deuteronomy).  
 
It is taught that the reason He did this is that we cannot "love" a YHWH that we know nothing about. 
Therefore, He reveals Himself through the commands and ordinances of the Torah. He first showed 
His people HOW to know and love Him. 
 

Deut 30:19-20—I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
live: That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell 
in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them. 

 
For a third time (above) YHWH speaks of the Torah in dualistic terms. This time He says that we should (and 
therefore can) choose to obey. In this case, two "witnesses" are called before Him and Israel—those being 
heaven and earth. As we see in the Book of Revelation, these same two witnesses will pronounce judgment 
on Israel and the world prior to the return of Messiah Y’shua. 
 
Paul's message is that what is important to YHWH is not whether you are a Jew (brought up with the Torah), 
or a Gentile (raised apart from Torah)—but if you follow His Torah in faith. 
 
Paul made this clear in his letter to the congregation at Corinth. Once again, when Paul (or Y’shua, John, 
James, etc.), spoke of YHWH's commandments, they meant but one thing—the Torah: 
 

1 Cor 7:19—Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the 
commandments [Torah] of God. 
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh 

 
As stated earlier, the instruction of the Torah by itself lacks power to change people's lives. It points out sin 
but does not free man from it. This is not the fault of the Torah; hence Paul’s clause, "because it was weak 
through the flesh" (re: 3:9; 7:25). 
 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us 
 
Y’shua was subject to the same weaknesses and limitations as man in order to be able to redeem him (Heb 
2:18; 4:15). Just as the scapegoat at Yom Kippur represented both the sin and the sin offering, Y’shua was 
sent by YHWH "in the likeness of sinful flesh"; and as the final, permanent Yom Kippur offering for the 
atonement of those sins. 
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The just requirement of Torah (sin punishable by death) is not only fulfilled in Y’shua, but also in those who 
are united and have "died" with Him (re: 6:3-6). The life that results from one's pursuit of love in the Spirit is 
portrayed as the fulfilling of Torah (re: 8:12-16, 13:8-10). 
 
The term "might be fulfilled" does not mean we can follow the Torah perfectly without ever sinning (as was 
shown in chapter 7 and in the example of King David). Rather, it means that we have placed our trust in 
YHWH through His Messiah, and are turned in the direction of obeying His Torah, striving to advance toward 
perfection. As Y’shua is the embodiment of the Torah, to "obey Y’shua" is to obey the Torah, and vice 
versa. Y’shua instructed us, "Be ye holy (sanctified), as your Father in heaven is holy"—teaching along the 
same lines as Paul in Romans. 
 
Verses 5-8: 
Paul enters the concluding portion of his Midrash on Torah (begun at 6:1), by showing that:  
 

• the mind set on the flesh is unable to please God, because it is …  
• not subject to the Torah  

 
("Subject" = hupotasso [Strong's 5293], meaning "to be under obedience" or "to submit oneself unto".) 
Conversely, this teaches that;  
 

• those led by the Spirit, wishing to please God ...  
• are to submit themselves to obeying the Torah  

 
Recall YHWH's comments in Deuteronomy (above) about "loving Him"—meaning to obey His Torah. Also, a 
comparison can be made between:  
 

• the hostility between the spirit of truth (YHWH's Torah) and the spirit of perversity (the "false torah") 
found within the individual (as Paul spoke of in chapter 7)  

• a similar hostility between Israel and the nations (i.e., the "enmity" spoken of in Ephesians 2)  
 
Interestingly, we are seeing another type of hostility involving Torah today—a hostility emerging between 
followers of Y’shua and His Torah and those who follow an anti-Torah "Jesus".  
 
Y’shua is the reconciliation that solves the dilemma for the individual as well as between Jew and Gentile. 
The Torah’s requirement is fulfilled by Y’shua (the Lord our righteousness—Jer 23:6, Rom 3:21) who took 
upon himself the curse of violating the Torah’s commandments—Gal 3:13-14. In their faithfulness and within 
the Torah-based faith of Israel, Jews and Gentiles are "built together into a dwelling of God in the spirit" (Eph 
2:22). 
 

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 

 
How are we to know what the things of the flesh are, and what the things of the Spirit are? At the time this 
letter was written, there was one source to know the will of YHWH for our lives - the TeNaCh (made up 
of Torah, Prophets, and Writings). This remains true today. The writings of the "New Testament", 
though "divinely inspired", do not contradict and can never contradict what YHWH established with 
His Torah (Mat 5:17-21; Rom 3:31, etc.). One Covenant (New) cannot speak against another Covenant 
(Old)!  
 

6 For to be carnally minded is death; 
 
Why is this so? Paul answers in the next verse. 
 

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God 
 
This is probably one of the least preached verses in the "New Testament", as its clear message is that 
anyone claiming to follow Y’shua in truth is to submit himself to learning and obeying YHWH's Torah.  
 
As discussed, we are not subject to the "curse" of the Torah (its condemnation); but as "sons of God", we are 
called to learn and obey the Father's instruction (His Torah). Note that this was the decree for Gentiles as 
found in Acts 15. They were given several basic essential Torah commands to allow for fellowship with Jews 
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who followed Y’shua, with the intent that they would learn more when attending the synagogues where 
Moses (Torah) was preached (Acts 15:21). 

 
9 Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ 

The "Spirit of Messiah" is equivalent to the "Torah of Messiah". The two are inseparable. Therefore, if 
someone claims to know and love YHWH but willfully disregards His Torah, he faces judgment. John is in 
agreement with Paul: 
 

1 John 2:3-6—And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
[Torah] He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, [Torah] is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, [Torah] in him verily is the love of God 
perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also 
so to walk, [in His Torah] even as he walked [in His Torah]. 

 
When John spoke of "His commandments", the only thing he could have meant is YHWH's Torah. As John 
says, the same Torah that Y’shua "walked", we, too, are to walk. 
 

10 And if Christ be in you 
 
The "Messiah in us" is a very mystical concept and will be dealt with in greater detail in a future Revelation 
study: Eschatology viewed from a Midrashic View. For now, it can be said that the gift of the Ruach 
haKodesh (Holy Spirit) parallels the dwelling of YHWH’s Spirit in the Tabernacle (Exod 33:14) and the 
Temple (1 Kings 8:10-11; Isaiah 6). There is a similarity between the Ruach haKodesh and the Shekinah—
the physical presence of YHWH on earth.   
 
Paul links YHWH's presence in the Temple to Y’shua (Col 1:19; 2:9) and also to Believers who become the 
"Temple of God" (1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor 6:16-18). 
 

11 ... shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
 
Though we will physically die due to sin, the presence of the Ruach haKodesh (which is due to our 
justification) guarantees us that we will be resurrected (re: 1 Cor 6:14; 15:20, 23; 2 Cor 4:14; Phil 3:21; 1 
Thes 4:14). Y’shua has been anointed by YHWH as Mashiach, who has put His Spirit on Him in order that 
He might bring deliverance, life and healing to His people (Isaiah 11:2, 49:8, 61:2). 
 
Verses 12-16: 

Verses 12-16 explain a conclusion drawn from 1-11. Faith is "proactive" and involves obligation (works) on 
our part. (James 2:17-26). As Believers, we are to continually and actively (through the power of the Holy 
Spirit) "put to death" our Yetzer Hara (evil inclination) and not let it rule us (re: 6:12,13,19; 7:5,23). Y’shua 
Himself said we had to be prepared to "take up our cross every day" (Luke 9:23). 
 

13 if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body 
 
Paul says that "through the Spirit" WE do this, thus implying a dual role of the work of the Spirit and the work 
of the Believer himself. This is a continual work. However, the Spirit is not something that the believer simply 
wields himself, as Paul cautions against in verse 14. 

 
13 ye shall live 

 
To "live" means to be adopted as a son of God and to live eternally (i.e., "to be saved"—re: verse 17—see 
also discussion on Galatians 2, from the Romans chapter 7 lesson). If we are truly trusting in YHWH, we 
have this salvation in the present, but its full realization/benefit comes later. We live as sons and not slaves, 
serving YHWH out of love (the positive commandments without condemnation) and not fear (the negative 
commandments, with condemnation). Compare this to Psalm 27, where David conquers his fear by knowing 
the Lord will adopt him. 
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14 as many as are led by the Spirit of God 
 
However, as adopted sons, we are to be "led by the Spirit" which means to be led by YHWH's Torah and not 
creating our own concept of a "spirit" who has us following some vague notion of "love", "grace" or "liberty" 
that is not based on YHWH's revelation to mankind as found in the Torah. (See verses 8 and 9 above.) 
 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness 
 
The function of a witness is to confirm the truth of an act. As we will see, the Spirit also confirms YHWH's 
faithfulness to Israel. This is further developed through verses 27-39 and more so in chapters 9-11. 
 

17 And if children, then heirs ... so be that we suffer with him 
 
This is a transition verse, bringing us to the subject of the hope of the one trusting in Y’shua (from children to 
"heirs"). We are both of these things in the present; but will also be both, to another degree, in the future. 
Hope is the subject in verses 18-19, 21, 23, 28-30 as well. 
 
Paul is restating a theme of chapter 6—"baptism" and burial into Y’shua’s death (suffering). Y’shua Himself 
said that He would suffer (Luke 9:22). 
 
Paul had used Abraham as a model for inheritance in chapter 4, because he, like Messiah:  

• had righteousness imputed unto him by YHWH  
• was faithful to YHWH 
• was promised righteousness unto "his seed"  

 
Paul also used Abraham in a similar example in Gal 3:16. See also Heb 1:2 for Y’shua’s inheritance, and 
Dan 7:18 for the inheritance of His saints. 
 
Verses 18-21: 

In these verses, Paul is speaking of a specific eschatological event related to the coming of Messiah and 
establishment of the Kingdom. He speaks of creation as waiting for this event since the fall of Adam in the 
Garden of Eden. Paul is also beginning to transition his letter into the next phase, dealing with the current 
and future role of Israel—both those who do and do not yet accept Y’shua. 
 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
 
YHWH's elect must suffer and groan along with, even on behalf of, unredeemed creation. Paul shows that 
these "sufferings" are both on the part of the individual Believer, as well as on a greater scale (verses 19-22). 
 

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature  
 
The phrase, "earnest expectation", is rare in Greek and traces itself back to the Hebrew root "ta’arog" used 
only in Psalm 21 (My soul pants for thee, O God); and in Joel 1:20, relating to the coming Day of the Lord. 
(See also 1 Cor 1:7, Heb 9:28.) 
 
Paul is setting up his argument in the next section (chapters 9-11) of the letter where he will discuss how 
Israel's success will bring about the "revealing of the sons of God" for which creation is longing. This will 
bring in riches beyond measure. Paul will show that Israel has not fallen—she is divided. 
 

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity ... 
21 the creature itself also shall be delivered ... 
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth ... 

 
The term "vanity" has to do with an ineffectiveness that does not achieve its goal (i.e., "in vain"). Paul is 
referring back to Gen 3:17-19. Creation has not been able to fulfill the purpose of its existence due to man’s 
failure to do his part (because of sin). Creation is in subjection because of YHWH who subjected it on 
account of man’s fall. But it has hope (within the hope for man—compare Rom 16:20 to Gen 3:15). Nature is 
subject to man, as man is to his Yetzer Hara, since he exchanged YHWH’s truth for his own image (re: 1:21). 
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Paul supports the Jewish view of Messianic Kingdom,
389

 which is compared to "a return to Eden". His use 
of, "for we know …" (verse 22), indicates he believes his audience to be aware of teachings of this tradition. 
The coming glory of Believers comes along with the "restoration of Eden". 
 

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit 
23 we ourselves groan ... as we wait eagerly for our adoption 

 
Paul presents a Kal V’chomer

390
 argument. If creation groans, "how much more then" should we, who have 

the the firstfruits of the Spirit, "groan" even more? In this case, the firstfruits are a gift from YHWH to us—a 
portion of a fuller gift that is to come. Compare this to 2 Cor 5:1-10, where Paul links man’s groaning to hope 
for physical redemption. 
 
"First fruits" were the produce offered at the feast of Shavuot ("Pentecost"). In Judaism, Shavuot is 
associated with the giving of the Torah on Sinai, which in turn has a mystical relationship with the 
establishment of the Kingdom of YHWH. 
 
There is a Midrashic tradition that YHWH's word proceeded as Tongues of fire (i.e., Acts 2): 
 

Targum Pseudo-Jonathan on Exod 20:18—The word that went out from the mouth of the Holy 
One, may His Name be blessed, was like shooting stars and lightnings and like flames and 
torches of fire. 

 
This is also found in the Talmud: 
 

Shabbat 88b—The school of Rabbi Ishmael taught: (Behold My word is like fire, declares the 
Lord), and like a hammer that breaks the rock into pieces (Jer. 23:29) just as a hammer is 
divided into many sparks, so every single word that went forth from the Holy One, blessed be 
He, split up into seventy languages. 

 
The tradition continues today. An amazing image of tongues of fire upon the heads of certain beings may be 
seen in the painting, A Light to Jerusalem, by Baruch Nachshon. This image appears in the 5760 Jewish Art 
Calendar provided by the Orthodox Lubavitch. It is placed on the page with the months of Elul-Tishrei, when 
the fall feasts of Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Succot occur. 
 
Paul's mention of "waiting for our adoption" refers back to v.19. We are already adopted sons of God (v. 
14, 16), but this is not manifest until resurrection. 
 

24 Who hopes for what he already has? 
 
Again, we are considered "saved" when we come to trust YHWH, but our "full salvation" still lies in the future. 
We can choose to walk away from this salvation as well. 
 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
 
Paul teaches that creation groans, the Believer groans, and the Spirit groans. We may not know what to pray 
for because the continuing sinfulness of Believers also has a negative effect on their prayer life (re: 7:14-25). 
The Spirit’s groanings need not be heard by man, as YHWH knows (hears) the intentions of the Spirit. 
YHWH's Spirit, and His Torah, searches out man's intentions: 
 

Prov 20:27—The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the 
belly. 

 
Heb 4:12—For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
Luke 2:35—(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 

 

                                                      
389 A literal 1,000 year peace period on earth where Satan will be locked away and Y’shua will rule the planet from Jerusalem 
390 See Addendum section at the back for details 
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In the same way Y’shua "lives in us" (through the Spirit/Shekinah living in us); so, too, does Messiah help us 
in the same fashion as the Spirit: 
 

Phil 4:13—I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
 

28 all things work together for good to them that love God 
 
Note Paul lists several "bad" things in verse 35. Verses 28-30 underline the certainty of the hope mentioned 
in verses 17-27. This hope rests on the eternal purpose of YHWH.  
 
As Paul will show, beginning in chapter 9, this "good toward which all things work" is first true with regards to 
His promises to Israel, a subject Paul left off in 3:3 but now returns to here and through chapters 9-11. (As 
mentioned, the "chapter breaks" were not part of Paul's original letter and often do not help with the flow of 
the text.) 
 

29 For whom he did foreknow ... to be conformed to the image of his Son 
 
The concepts of, "foreknew, predestined, called and justified" all have to do with "election"; therefore, they 
are concerned with Israel first and foremost. These things apply to Gentile Believers in Y’shua, BECAUSE 
they are first true of Israel. YHWH formed Israel in the womb (Isaiah 43:1; 44:2, 24), He called them by name 
(Isaiah 43:1, 7; 45:4), He proclaimed to them the year of His good will (Isaiah 61:2), and He created them for 
His glory and glorified them (Isaiah 43:7; 44:23; 46:13).

391
 

 
"To be conformed to the image of His son" relates to man’s creation in the image of YHWH (Gen 1:27). 
Y’shua Himself is the "image of the invisible God" (2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15). This is a highly mystical concept in 
Judaism (virtually unknown to Christianity); this will be developed in detail in a future Revelation study. 
 
Verses 31-39: 

This last subsection is a conclusion of the epistle up to this point. It includes several rhetorical questions. 
 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us ... 
 
Paul’s mention of "these things" refers not only to the previous verses, but to chapters 1-8 as a whole. The 
phrase, "If God is for us", is a summary of the Gospel message. It also applies firstly to Israel; as Paul goes 
on to prove in chapters 9-11. 
 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all 
 
YHWH "intervened" to resurrect Y’shua, to vindicate Him, as he intervened to save Isaac (Gen 22:12); and 
will also save all Israel—as Paul will show next. 
 

34 who is even at the right hand of God 
 

Psalm 110:1—The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

 
Psalm 80:17—Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou 
madest strong for thyself. 

 
Note that Y’shua is said to be seated, indicating a finished work—as the Priest did not sit in the Holy of 
Holies except at Yom Kippur.  
 
He is acting as our intercessor/advocate: 
 

Isaiah 53:12—Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

                                                      
391 A Commentary on the Jewish Roots of Romans, Joseph Shulam, Messianic Jewish Publishers, Baltimore, Maryland, 1997, p. 322, 

footnote 76 
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1 John 2:1 - My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 

 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

 
As Paul will show in the following chapters, even Israel's temporary rejection of Messiah cannot break 
YHWH's covenant with His people. 
 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 

 
Paul quotes Psalm 44:22-23, showing Israel's suffering (and that of the Gentile coming into the faith of 
Israel), is "nothing new". Such tribulation is actually a sign of their continued election. This theme will be 
important in the lesson Paul brings forward in the remainder of this letter. (See 9:27-29)  
 

Psalm 44—We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst 
in their days, in the times of old. How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and 
plantedst them; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out. For they got not the land in 
possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and 
thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them. Thou art 
my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. Through thee will we push down our 
enemies: through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. For I will not trust in 
my bow, neither shall my sword save me. But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast 
put them to shame that hated us. In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for 
ever. Selah. But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth with our armies. 
Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: and they which hate us spoil for themselves. 
Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; and hast scattered us among the heathen. 
Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by their price. Thou makest 
us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision to them that are round about us. Thou 
makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of the head among the people. My 
confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face hath covered me, For the voice of 
him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by reason of the enemy and avenger. All this is come 
upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. Our 
heart is not turned back, neither have our steps declined from thy way; Though thou hast sore 
broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with the shadow of death. If we have 
forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a strange god; Shall not God 
search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the 
day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, 
cast us not off for ever. Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our 
oppression? For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. Arise for 
our help, and redeem us for thy mercies' sake.  

 
38 For I am persuaded ... 

 
Y’shua has defeated all rebellious powers (Col 2:15; Eph 1:21-22; 1 Peter 3:22). Compare Paul's words to 
Psalm 139, which speaks of the impossibility of getting beyond the reach of YHWH:  
 

Psalm 139—O lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O 
LORD, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand 
upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light 
about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast 
covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: 
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from 
thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine 
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eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, 
which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How precious also 
are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they are 
more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee. Surely thou wilt slay the 
wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men. For they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name in vain. Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am 
not I grieved with those that rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them 
mine enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  
 
Rom 9:4, 31-32 
4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 
31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness. 
32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

 
Chapters 9-11 give a fuller understanding of exactly what the Gospel message is. Most sermons on this 
subject, when using the Book of Romans as a "guide", typically stop at chapter 8, and do not include Paul's 
important inclusion of the role of Israel found in this section of his letter. The "whole Gospel" message is not 
complete without this understanding of Israel's role and that of the Believer toward Israel. 
 
These three chapters must be taken as a single section, as chapter 9 can be misinterpreted if taken apart 
from 10 and 11. In this section, Gentiles who have come to believe in Y’shua, along with Jews who do not 
yet believe in Y’shua, are Paul's main focus. 
 
Paul is aware of emerging anti-Judaism in the Roman congregation and the tendency of some Gentiles to 
downplay or forget their "Jewish roots". He also knows that the anti-Jewish Roman society that surrounds 
this congregation would feed this prejudice. (This idea is also addressed in Ephesians.) 
 
Chapter 9 of Romans has much to do with YHWH’s role amidst Israel’s apostasy. Paul has just concluded (in 
chapter 8) a section on the hope of the Believer. He explains, at this point in the letter, that YHWH has 
not been unfaithful to Israel as some have come to believe due to most of Israel not trusting in Y’shua. If 
YHWH was not faithful to Israel, and if His love has ended for her (e.g., Deut 7:7; Jer. 31:3), what real hope 
does the (Gentile) Believer have?  
 
Paul also returns to the additional concerns of Jewish election and Torah that he mentioned in Rom 1:16- 
17, and left off after Rom 3:2. 
 
Verses 1-5: 

Paul calls unbelieving Jews his "brethren" as he did not see faith in Y’shua as a break with Israel and his 
fellow Jews of the Diaspora. Paul had not left the Jewish faith (i.e., Rom 3:31). Jews were the historical 
community of YHWH whether they believed in Y’shua or not. Coming to faith in Y’shua would make a Gentile 
a brother to all Jews. Paul will illustrate this in chapter 11. 
 
Gentile salvation has come at great expense to Israel. Their salvation flows out and back to Israel to bring 
her to her promised salvation.

392
  

 
1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost 

 
Paul adds the utmost emphasis to what he is about to say. As we will see, he is continuing a thought from 
8:28, which has much to do with Israel specifically 
 

3-5 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh: Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; Whose are 
the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever. Amen. 

                                                      
392 See Paul's view of salvation history - http://www.yashanet.com/studies/romstudy/intro.htm 
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Paul still considers the Jews who do not yet accept Y’shua as Messiah to be his brethren and also the 
chosen people of YHWH (regardless of their continued unbelief). He goes on to list several aspects of their 
advantage (re: Rom 2:17-20 and 3:1-9). The Torah ("law") is mentioned in a positive light as a gift to Israel. 
Paul also reiterates that Y’shua the Messiah is a Jew, promised to the Jews. 
 
Paul's comments are rooted in 1st Samuel, which make clear that Israel will always remain YHWH's chosen 
people:  

1 Sam 12:20-23—And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have done all this 
wickedness: yet turn not aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; 
And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for 
they are vain. For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it 
hath pleased the LORD to make you his people. Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should 
sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way:  

 
Paul's words about himself "being accursed" may be compared to those of Moses', when the latter prayed for 
Israel after they had grievously sinned against YHWH: 
 

Exod 32:31-32—And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written. 

 
Verses 6-18: 
In this section, a distinction is made between the faithful remnant of Israel, and those whose hearts are 
hardened. Yet, according to Paul, both "groups" are still considered the chosen people of YHWH. The 
references to "hardened" (i.e., objects of YHWH's wrath), do not deal with an individual's ultimate salvation— 
but with their role in YHWH's merciful plan. A "vessel of wrath" can become a "vessel of mercy", as this is 
YHWH’s desire. YHWH shows both His wrath and saving power using such people, as this is necessary to 
accomplish His ultimate purpose. 
 

2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 

 
6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel 

 
Compare this to Rom 3:3, where Paul reminds his readers that the word of YHWH is true—even if man fails 
to respond properly. Paul now reiterates that there is a "righteous Israel" within the entirety of Israel, just as 
there always has been (see v. 27-29 below).  
 
The Mishna also speaks of "all Israel" having a place in the world to come, yet then lists Israelites who will 
have no such place: 
 

Soncino Mishna, Sanhedrin 90a - All Israel have a portion in the world to come, for it is written, 
thy people are all righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the 
work of my hands, that I may be glorified.’ But the following have no portion therein: He who 
maintains that resurrection is not a biblical doctrine, the torah was not divinely revealed, and an 
epikoros. R. Akiba added: one who reads uncanonical books. also one who whispers [a charm] 
over a wound and says, I will bring none of these diseases upon thee which I brought upon the 
egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee.’ Abba Saul says: Also one who pronounces the 
divine name as it is spelt. Three kings and four commoners have no portion in the world to 
come: The three kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh. R. Judah said: Manasseh hath a 
portion therein, for it is written, "And he prayed unto him, and was intreated of him, and he 
hearkened to his supplication and they restored him to Jerusalem, to his kingdom." They [the 
sages] answered him: they restored him to his kingdom, but not to [his portion in] the world to 
come. 

 
7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called ... 
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Paul begins to show YHWH's distinguishing YHWH's chosen people—first by going back to Isaac, who was 
chosen over Ishmael. 
 

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac 
 
He next distinguishes between Jacob and Esau, which is important, as they had the same mother. 
 

11-13 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was 
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau 
have I hated. 

 
Paul introduces the subject of "election"—independent of human works or parentage. The terms, "love" and 
"hate" refer to election and non-election. However, those "not elected" are not removed from YHWH's mercy; 
for instance: 
 

Deut 23:7—Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in his land. 

 
Even though the majority of Jews are not believers in Y’shua, they are still the vessel through which He will 
bring salvation. Y’shua reinforced this when speaking to the Samaritan woman: 
 

John 4:22—Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the 
Jews. 

 
14-16 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. For he saith to 
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy 

 
Having pointed out that YHWH's present dealing with Israel is similar to the way He dealt with Abraham's 
children in the past, Paul stops to address any false conclusions that might be drawn up to this point; 
namely, that YHWH has been unfair all along. Man cannot earn or control YHWH's mercy, nor does any one 
group hold exclusive claim to it, as He is YHWH of all. (Again, Paul falls back on this concept within the 
Shema.) YHWH’s mercy is on a level with His justice. 
 

17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I 
might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

 
Paul quotes from Exod 33:19. Just as Pharaoh served the gracious purpose of YHWH (although he did not 
believe and was ungrateful and unwilling); in a way, non-believing Israel’s "self-will" also serves His purpose 
of revealing His truth and saving power. 
 

Exod 9:16 - And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; 
and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth. 

 
Paul's reference to "power", refers to YHWH 's saving power (re: Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 1:18,24; 6:14; 2 Cor 13:4). 
The concept of the "name" of YHWH ties back to His revelation to Moses: 
 

Exod 3:14—And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

 
Also Y’shua's name: 
 

Mat 1:21—And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Yeshua: for he shall 
save his people from their sins. 

 
Y’shua connects His name with that given to Moses: 
 

John 8:58—Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 
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18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
 
This verse needs to be understood in light of verse 15 above. YHWH does not do things randomly and 
cruelly, but as part of His merciful will. (re: Rom 8:28, 11:32) 

 
19-21 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

 
Paul returns to his earlier argument, where he had stated: 
 

Rom 3:7—For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am 
I also judged as a sinner? 

 
Here, "God" is the God revealed through Y’shua, whose will is one of mercy. Conversely, "man" is the 
created, sinful man of Rom 5:12-21 who is the object of YHWH's mercy (be he Moses or Pharaoh—a 
believer or an unbeliever). Therefore, this "man" has no right to question YHWH. The "potter" has no evil 
intentions—all his handiwork is for his purpose. 
 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

 
The term "fitted" (katartizo) is in the "middle voice" and lends itself to the subjects "first fitting themselves". It 
does not mean "predestined and having no choice".  
 
YHWH’s wrath expresses His sovereignty and His mercy since it brings about repentance and obedience 
unto salvation:  
 

Ezek 20:33-34—As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched 
out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the people, 
and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out.  

 
Ezek 20:42-44—And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of 
Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. And there 
shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall 
lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. And ye shall know 
that I am the LORD when I have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to your 
wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD. 

 
23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory 

 
The term "prepared" (proetoimazo) means more like "being ordained and equipped beforehand". In these 
verses, Paul is showing that as YHWH endured Pharaoh, he now endures rebellious Israel (in this case it is 
for the sake of Gentile salvation), His purpose from the beginning. All of this illustrates His ultimate saving 
power, showing both His patience/mercy and His wrath. This concept will be illuminated in Rom 9:30-11:36. 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 
 
The fact that Gentiles as well as Jews are in the body of Messiah as "vessels of mercy" shows that those 
who are considered "vessels of wrath" (i.e., the "Gentile world"), are not permanently shut out from YHWH's 
grace. Paul also wrote of this in his letter to the Ephesians, explaining to Gentiles that they were once 
children of wrath and thus destined for destruction:  
 

Eph 2:11-12—Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That 
at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.  
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As He is merciful to Gentiles, He will be merciful to Israel. 
 
Note that verse 24 is a conclusion of one thought (some Gentiles and a remnant of Jews make up the 
"elect") and a transition to another (that all Israel will be saved). 
 

25-26 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her 
beloved, which was not beloved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said 
unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God. 

 
Paul quotes Hosea, which originally applied to the northern kingdoms, who were once "lost" and constituted 
an unbelieving majority. He extends this verse (via Midrash) to show YHWH’s salvation of Gentiles. 
 

27-29 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: For he will finish the work, and cut it short in 
righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. And as Esaias said 
before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been 
made like unto Gomorrha. 

 
Paul quotes Isaiah (1:9 and 10:22-23) which concerns YHWH’s election of Israel, to show that the existence 
of a small remnant of believing Jews (and majority of unbelieving Jews) was foretold in scripture. He shows 
that YHWH’s election of Israel was not for a purpose of excluding people, but of including all the nations in 
the earth’s redemption. Paul will go on to state in chapters 10 and 11 that YHWH is not done with Israel, but 
that this is a stage they must pass through. 

 
Psalm 44:20-23—If we have forgotten the name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a 
strange god; Shall not God search this out? for he knoweth the secrets of the heart. Yea, for thy 
sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. Awake, why 
sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever. 

 
30-33 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. But Israel, which followed 
after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? 
Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at 
that stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: 
and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

 
In true Pharisaical fashion, Paul poses a question to make a point. He shows that YHWH indeed has 
granted righteousness to the Gentiles, but in no way do they replace Israel. This verse, out of context from 
the following chapters, can easily be used to reach a false conclusion. Paul repeats the question in chapter 
11, and gives the answer there. 
 
To pursue the Torah on the basis of faith is a good thing and not done away with by faith in Y’shua (e.g., 
Rom 3:31). Torah-observance is not what Paul condemns. However, to pursue the Torah apart from faith 
(i.e., "earning your salvation") is to "stumble over the stone". 
 
Paul states that much of Israel has stumbled over the Torah and the Messiah. These are intertwined as 
Torah and Messiah are "one" and that "one" is the covenant plan of YHWH, expressed in the Torah 
and enacted in the Messiah. Israel did not arrive at the goal of the Torah, which is Y’shua (Rom 10:4). The 
stumbling stone and the object of faith are all at once: YHWH, Messiah and Torah. YHWH is both a 
sanctuary and stumbling stone to Israel: 
 

Isaiah 8:14—And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of 
offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

 
Isaiah 28:16—Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
 
Rom 10:4-5 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. 
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Paul's writings are often misinterpreted when they are separated from the context of Paul's own Torah-
observant lifestyle. When we read Paul's writings, we should look for interpretations that agree with 
Paul's lifestyle, rather than adopting the interpretations that agree most conveniently with our own lifestyle 
or religious traditions. 

Some passages of Paul's epistles may seem at first to be incompatible with Paul's Torah-observant lifestyle. 
Contributing to this problem are the basic theological differences between the men who originally wrote the 
New Covenant and the scholars who later translated it into English. It is evident from the lifestyles of the 
Bible translators that nearly all of them have chosen to disregard many of the instructions YHWH 
gave in the Torah. By their example and words, they teach others to do the same. The Bible translators 
are "anti-Torah" in the sense that they influence people to disregard the Torah of Moses—especially when 
compared to the Jewish men who wrote the New Covenant. 
 
The thrust of this chapter lies heavily in Paul's view of the Shema, which was reflected in the Jerusalem 
Council ruling of Acts 15 (as revealed by God to Peter, Paul, James, etc.) Here it was determined that 
Gentiles do not have to become Jews in order to have a relationship with Messiah.  
 
The deeper reasoning behind this decision was that to require prior conversion would compromise YHWH's 
oneness (i.e., the Shema) and the oneness of all humankind in Him. YHWH is the God of the Jews and God 
of the Gentiles. 
 
By the time of this Romans letter, Paul faced several problems in his task. Some Jews maintained the view 
that Gentiles had to become Jews first as part of their faith in Y’shua. Others denied the righteousness of 
YHWH by asserting their own special place with no regard for YHWH's worldwide intentions. 
 
As time went forward, there also developed problems among Gentiles who did not maintain proper regard for 
the "Jewish roots" of their faith, as well as respect of and responsibility towards those Jews who did not yet 
regard Y’shua as Messiah. (Refer also to background notes.) Paul's words in chapters 9-11 set the stage for 
his counsel of chapters 12-15. 
 

1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 
 
"Brethren" in this context are both Jewish and Gentile Believers in Y’shua. Although this chapter, as well as 
the ones before and after it are focused on Israel, Paul's message is very much for the Gentiles in the 
congregation. He will later remind the Gentiles of the "obedience of faith", with particular regard to those 
Jews who do not yet believe in Y’shua. In chapter 11, Paul will make it clear that his "ministry to the Gentiles" 
is on behalf of Israel's salvation. 
 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.  
 
Paul continues to show his respect for the faith of his Jewish brothers who do not yet believe Y’shua is the 
Messiah. This is important to remember throughout the rest of the letter. 
 

3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  

 
The Pharisees (and others) were very involved with the Torah, keeping many of its outward commandments 
quite well. (Y’shua Himself told the people to follow their example in this respect.

393
) However, they did 

not see beyond the "outer garment" of the Torah commandments to the goal which those commandments 
pointed to (see 10:4 below). If they had been following Torah in faith allowing YHWH to circumcise their 
hearts ("to be born again"

394
), they would have recognized Y’shua for Whom He was—the ultimate goal of 

the Torah and "Elohim" tabernacled in a human form.
395

 At least that's what Paul claims. 
 
However, the "case" for the religious leaders of Y’shua's day not recognizing Him for Who He was is a 
difficult one to prove on a literal level. To lend Hebraic support to Paul's argument, we will take a glimpse into 
a more obscure Jewish resource. 
 

                                                      
393 Matt 23:3 
394 John 3 
395 John 1:1-14 
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The Zohar (one of the most important sources in Hebrew mystical Torah study), states that it is quite 
possible to follow the commandments and not see the "body beneath the garments": 
 

Soncino Zohar, Bemidbar, Section 3, Page 152a—Said R. Simeon: ‘Alas for the man who 
regards the Torah as a book of mere tales and everyday matters! If that were so, we, even we 
could compose a torah dealing with everyday affairs, and of even greater excellence. Nay, even 
the princes of the world possess books of greater worth which we could use as a model for 
composing some such torah. The Torah, however, contains in all its words supernal truths and 
sublime mysteries. Observe the perfect balancing of the upper and the lower worlds. Israel here 
below is balanced by the angels on high, of whom it says: “who makest thy angels into winds” 
(Ps. CIV, 4). For the angels in descending on earth put on themselves earthly garments, as 
otherwise they could not stay in this world, nor could the world endure them. Now, if thus it is 
with the angels, how much more so must it be with the Torah-the Torah that created them, that 
created all the worlds and is the means by which these are sustained. Thus had the Torah not 
clothed herself in garments of this world the world could not endure it. The stories of the Torah 
are thus only her outer garments, and whoever looks upon that garment as being the Torah 
itself, woe to that man-such a one will have no portion in the next world. David thus said: “Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. CXIX, 18), to wit, the 
things that are beneath the garment. Observe this. The garments worn by a man are the most 
visible part of him, and senseless people looking at the man do not seem to see more in him 
than the garments. But in truth the pride of the garments is the body of the man, and the pride of 
the body is the soul. Similarly the Torah has a body made up of the precepts of the Torah, 
called gufe torah (bodies, main principles of the Torah), and that body is enveloped in garments 
made up of worldly narrations. The senseless people only see the garment, the mere narrations; 
those who are somewhat wiser penetrate as far as the body. But the really wise, the servants of 
the most high King, those who stood on Mount Sinai, penetrate right through to the soul, the 
root principle of all, namely, to the real Torah. In the future the same are destined to penetrate 
even to the super-soul (soul of the soul) of the Torah. Observe that in a similar way in the 
supernal world there is garment, body, soul and super-soul. The heavens and their hosts are 
the outer garment, the Community of Israel is the body which receives the soul, to wit, the 
“Glory of Israel”; and the super-soul is the Ancient Holy One. All these are interlocked within 
each other. Woe to the sinners who consider the Torah as mere worldly tales, who only see its 
outer garment; happy are the righteous who fix their gaze on the Torah proper Wine cannot be 
kept save in a jar; so the Torah needs an outer garment. These are the stories and narratives, 
but it behoves us to penetrate beneath them. 

 
NB: This Romans study does not attempt to explore the text at too mystical a level. That is something 
reserved for the Revelation study. 
 

4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
 
This is perhaps the most horribly translated verse in the "New Testament" and appears this way in 
almost every edition of Christian Bibles. The phrase "end of the law" should be translated along the lines of, 
"goal of the Torah", based on what Paul has been discussing up to this point. The word "end" in verse 4 is 
telos in the Greek. Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (which is, incidentally, a 
"Protestant" work), correctly states that telos in Rom 10:4, should be defined as, "the final issue or result of a 
state or process". 
 
Christian translators have instead inserted the ambiguous phrase, "end of the law" to lend support to the 
false view that Paul taught that the Torah was done away with by Y’shua's work. Some, such as the 
New English Bible, go as far as saying, "For Christ ends the law and brings righteousness for everyone who 
has faith."

396
 
 
 

 
Faith in Y’shua does not end the "law" (Rom 3:31, Matt 5:17-21). Paul has already said in his letter that 
the Torah witnesses to the righteousness of YHWH. The context of the entire Romans letter to this point and 
forward, is that if a person was/is following Torah in faith, that person will recognize Y’shua as the Messiah 
as He is the Torah in the flesh; which is the goal of the Torah (refer back to verse 3 above). 

                                                      
396 As cited in the Jewish New Testament Commentary, David Stern, 1995, Jewish New Testament Publications, Clarksville, MD, p.395 
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Verses 5-10: 

In these verses, Paul quotes several times from the Torah to show that the righteousness based in Torah is 
the same as righteousness based on faith/trust. No one was ever saved through doing works before Y’shua.  
Today, followers of Y’shua who keep Torah are often accused of trying to "put people back under the 
bondage of the law", as if to say they are returning to an "old way" of salvation by works. This is an 
erroneous argument, however, as there was never a works-based way of salvation before Y’shua came. 
Salvation has always been through faith—as defined by YHWH—and YHWH has given only one revelation 
(Torah) to live out this faith and to learn how to be conformed to His image.  
 

5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. 

 
Paul quotes Lev 18:5 and makes the point that the Torah points to YHWH's truth and man can thus be 
saved via Torah, if he follows it in faith. The language in this verse ("shall live") is the same as Paul used 
in chapter 8 where he described salvation for the Believer, who by the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit), puts to 
death the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination). Paul again equates following the Torah with following the Ruach, as 
he did in chapter 8. 
 

6-8 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who 
shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into 
the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 

 
Another translation bias is found here. The first word of verse 6, "but", is de in the Greek, which has a variety 
of possible meanings. Christian texts (Young's Literal Translation being an exception) have used the word 
"But" in order to teach a contrast between the "way of Torah" and the "way of Messiah". This is absolute 
falsehood, as they are one and the same. Following the flow and context of Paul's letter (i.e., not putting an 
anti-Torah "spin" on the text), a correct translation of de in this verse, would be "furthermore" or "moreover". 
 
In verse 7, Paul further equates (faith in) Y’shua with following YHWH's Torah (Rom 10:4), by quoting a 
passage from the Torah (Deut 30:11-14) that speaks of obeying the Torah in faith (i.e., you don't have to 
work at it, as it is in your heart), and directly applying it to "believing in Y’shua". 
 
Again, Paul shows that faith/trust via proper understanding of Torah (Rom 10:2-3), and faith/trust via proper 
understanding of Y’shua (Mat 5:17-21), are the same thing. You cannot follow Torah "in faith" and deny 
Y’shua; and you cannot "have faith" in Y’shua while maintaining that you are not subject to the Torah of 
YHWH (Rom 8:6-7, 1 John 2:3-5). 
 

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

 
Having linked faith in Y’shua to the commandment of following Torah (in verses 6-8), Paul now brings forth 
the idea of "verbal repentance". 
 
The Talmud has some interesting commentary on confessing sin and atonement: 
 

Talmud, Yoma 36b - Our Rabbis taught: And shall make atonement — Scripture speaks of 
atonement through words. You say it refers to atonement through words. But perhaps it refers to 
atonement [obtained] through [sacrificial] blood? I infer it thus: Here ‘atonement is mentioned 
and there ‘atonement’ is mentioned — Just as the atonement mentioned in connection with the 
he-goat is one through words, so the atonement mentioned with the bullock is one obtained 
through words. And if you wish to argue against it, then [learn from]: And Aaron shall present 
the bullock for the sin-offering, which is for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for 
his house, yet the bullock has not been slaughtered! What does ‘And if you wish to argue 
against it’ imply? — This: And if you would say: Let us infer from the he-goat prepared within the 
Temple, the atonement of which is obtained through blood, behold [against that argument] 
Scripture says: ‘And he shall make atonement’, and the bullock has not been slaughtered yet! 

 
Talmud, Megilah 20b - AND FOR THE CONFESSION MADE OVER THE OXEN, an analogy 
being drawn between the ‘atonement’ mentioned in this connection and that mentioned in 
connection with the Day of Atonement, as it has been taught in reference to the Day of 
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Atonement: ‘And he shall make atonement for himself and for his house: the text speaks of 
atonement made by words. And atonement is by day, as it is written, For on this day shall 
atonement be made for you. 

 
12-13 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 

 
Once again, we see the theme of the Shema, which shows no distinction between Jew and Gentile regarding 
opportunity for salvation. The term, "whosoever" includes Jew and Gentile—and once again, points to the 
Shema. Here, Paul quotes from the TaNaCh, Joel 2:32. 
 
Verses 14-21: 

The balance of this chapter is concerned with YHWH's restoration process that will demonstrate to the 
children of Israel that they had departed from His mercy. These verses are couched between Paul's desire 
for his people (Rom 10:1) and his having Israel's salvation as the ultimate goal of his ministry "to the 
Gentiles" (11:1-14). 
 
At the time Paul is writing Romans, much of Israel is still either wavering on the issue of Y’shua, or rejecting 
Him altogether. As we will see, Paul wishes to provoke His brethren to jealousy, so they would reconsider 
and obey the good news they had heard. Paul fires off a series of questions to make his point: 

 
14-16 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

 
The subject in these verses remains Israel (as it has been since the end of chapter 9). Paul's mission to his 
brethren is the main focus of chapters 9-11. What is also important to note is that Paul will leverage his 
arguments in the ensuing chapters (12-15) to show Gentiles that they have a responsibility to Israel as part 
of their faith. 
 
Paul's reference to those who preach the gospel of peace is an indirect proclamation that the message of his 
ministry comes in truth and with the blessing of YHWH. 
 
Paul quotes the "Gospel message" from several passages in Isaiah 52 and 53—verses firmly rooted in the 
Torah. He equates the "suffering servant" of Isaiah with Y’shua. Paul makes clear that much of Israel has not 
believed thus far; but this, too, is part of YHWH's mysterious plan—to open the door for Gentiles to come to 
faith, who in turn will provoke more of Israel to faith. 
 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 
"Hearing" ("shema") is not passive listening, but hearing with understanding of obedience. This was lacking 
on the part of most of Israel (i.e., Rom 10:2). 
 

18-21 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world. But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will 
provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. But 
Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 

 
Paul now begins to answer the questions he just posed. Israel indeed has heard the Gospel message of the 
Torah that should lead them to recognizing the Messiah. Therefore (as he has alluded to earlier in the letter), 
those who reject Him have no excuse. 
 
Paul's rebuke is not without precedent. The idea of Israel falling into sin by hearing and not obeying is not 
alien to their history—nor is YHWH's promise to send someone that would save them from this: 
 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

164 
 

Isaiah 6:8-9—Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

 
Isaiah 27:9—By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to 
take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in 
sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up. 

 
Isaiah 59:20—And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD. 

 
Jer 31:33-34—But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more. 

 
Were the book of Romans to end here, some might conclude that due to Israel's sin, YHWH is done with 
them as "the chosen people". Paul heads off such a false conclusion with a stern warning in Romans 11. 

 
Rom 13:8-10 
8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law. 
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 
Chapter 13 is divided into two distinct sections. The first, verses 1-7, has traditionally been interpreted as 
Paul commenting on how Believers should relate to the secular government. Many commentators have 
noted how "peculiar" it was on the part of Paul to interject such a section in the middle of a major discussion 
on Believers' responsibilities within their faith and congregation. When interpreted in this fashion, the verses 
do not harmonize with chapters 9-12 and 13:8 and onward. No good explanation is given as to why Paul did 
this—it has simply been accepted as an oddity. 
 
In our study, we defer to the findings of Mark Nanos, as found in his book, The Mystery of Romans. Nanos' 
research shows that, rather than Paul embarking on a radical subject shift in the midst of his letter, Rom 
13:1-7 is actually a continuation of the emerging discussion on Gentile's responsibilities as followers of 
Y’shua within the faith of Israel. Nanos proposes that Rom 13:1-7 has to do with the Synagogue government, 
whose authority the Gentile Believers were still under. 
 
This was something that did not settle well with many on either side of the issue, and even drew criticism 
from secular Romans. The Jews in authority were primarily unsympathetic toward the cause of Y’shua, and 
did not like all of these Gentiles "invading their Synagogue" often with ungodly pagan practices and manners.  
 
Many of the new Gentile Believers, coming directly out of a very anti-Semitic Roman society, and lacking a 
foundation in Torah, did not understand how their faith was tied to that of the Jews who did not accept 
Y’shua. The idea of being under the authority of the Synagogue (and these same Jews) was a cause for 
anger and hostility, as well as the early development of ideas of theirs being a "new faith" replacing that of 
Israel. (Re: Paul's warning to the Gentiles concerning this, in chapters 9-11.) 
 

1-2 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  

 
Citizens in Rome needed no reminder about their duties to Roman government. If Paul were preaching a civil 
command, he would not identify the government as being "ordained of God". Romans was written during the 
time of the Emperor Nero, who was evil and not "of God". Conversely, Synagogue government was 
"ordained by God" to interpret righteousness for the people, for praise of those who did good deeds, and 
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discipline of those who did not. (Recall Y’shua's comments in Matthew about the people obeying the 
religious leaders who "sat in Moses' seat" of authority.) 
 
The early Messianic community viewed the secular government as empowered by Satan, not YHWH (see 
Luke 4:6-7; Revelation chapters 12, 13, 18). The First Century "Messianic view" was that evil, pagan 
governments would come to an end and thus not to be worthy of support. Paul himself speaks of unrighteous 
secular authority in: 1 Cor 2:8, 61; 1 Thes 5:3; and 2 Thes 2:6-12. 
 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  

 
Jewish rulers were not a "terror to good works" (following Torah)—but Rome certainly was. Power (authority) 
and "rulers" are commonly used in New Covenant regarding the Synagogue. (Acts 9:14, 14:5 26:10-12; Luke 
8:41, 12:11; 14:1, 18:18, 23:13, 24:20; Matt 23:2-4.) 
 
"Fear" is not due to secular government, but is due to YHWH, the Torah, and those who are responsible for 
its interpretation. Paul's desire is for the Gentiles to win the praise of the Jewish leadership, thus giving 
credence to his ministry and teaching of Y’shua as Messiah with the hope that more of his brethren would 
come to faith (i.e., Romans, chapters 9-11). 
 

4-5 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon  
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake.  

 
"Minister of God" cannot be associated with servants of the Roman empire, as the latter were not 
"continually attending to God's things" (re: verse 6 below). 
 
The "sword" could be metaphorical, a symbol of authority which the Synagogue leaders did have. (i.e., Paul's 
previous authority in persecuting Jewish followers of Y’shua, as well as his own submission to beatings at 
the hands of the Synagogue authorities after he, too, came to follow Him as Messiah.)  
 
The "sword" could also be figurative as the Word of God (Heb 4:12), as the religious authorities were the 
interpreters of Torah and responsible for application in the community. (Note Paul's use of "armor" in 13:12.) 
 

6-8 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually 
upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. Owe no man any thing, but to love 
one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

 
The Temple tax was collected by synagogue ministers and paid by righteous Gentiles as well. This did not sit 
well with many new followers of Y’shua who, even though they paid the Temple tax, were not allowed as 
Gentiles to participate in all Temple activities. Both Josephus and the Roman historian Tacitus attest to this 
custom, with the latter criticizing such Gentiles as "people of the worst sort" who, "renouncing their ancestral 
religions, would send their tribute and gifts there (to Jerusalem) in heaps".

397
 

 
The term "honor" has the sense of proper moral behaviour in accord with Torah (re: Gen 38:23; 1 Sam 
15:30; 2 Sam 6:20). Jewish catacombs have designations of "of all honor" for those of higher office (i.e., 
interpreters of good and evil). 
 
Paul calls Believers to honour those authorities with regard to their duties, including Temple tax collection. 
Paul says to pay what you owe and owe nothing to anyone except to love each other. Note in Matt 15:5-6 
and Mark 7:11-12, "honoring your parents" included financial support. 
 
Verses 8-14: 
Paul continues his discussion of proper halakha (the way of "walking" one's faith) for Gentiles, who must live 
in purity if they are to show that they have turned from idolatry to worship of the One God of Israel. Paul 
quotes from the Torah to prove his point. 
 

                                                      
397 Tacitus, Histories 5.5.1 
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9-10 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 
The statement in verse 10 is one often misinterpreted in Christian circles to teach that the Torah given 
by God to Israel through Moses has been replaced by some newly undefined "law of Love". Nothing 
could be further from the truth. This type of false teaching is caused by a lack of knowledge of Paul's 
Hebraic thinking and Talmudic teaching methodology. 
 
Note in verse 9 that Paul equates the Torah commands of not committing adultery, murder, theft, bearing 
false witness or coveting, as the "love that fulfills the law". Therefore, if there is some new "law of love" 
replacing obedience to the Torah, then these things are no longer sin, and as long as one "believes" 
he is doing them "in love". As absurd as this sounds, it is taught throughout Christianity and goes 
unchallenged. 
 
In actuality, Paul's comment about "love fulfilling the Torah" is a paraphrase of one made a generation earlier 
by Rabbi Hillel, a staunch Pharisee quoted throughout the Talmud. No one would ever suggest that Hillel 
taught "against Torah" (as is said of Paul), yet he is recorded in the Talmud as saying: 

 
Shabbat 31a—Do not unto thy neighbor that which you would not have him do unto you. This is 
the whole Jewish law. All else the rest is but commentary. 

 
12 ... let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

 
The "works of darkness" is sin, and is defined by YHWH's Torah. The "armor of light" is equivalent to the "full 
armor of God" as Paul taught in Ephesians 6, and is an allusion to the vestments of the High Priest, which in 
Judaism, are related to aspects of the Torah. The concept of the work of the priest in the Tenakh is one of 
engaging in spiritual "warfare". Salvation does not come without a "fight". 
 
This is reflected in a number of verses where YHWH is said to be clothed in garments of strength and justice: 
 

Psalm 93:1—The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, 
wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved. 

 
Isaiah 59:17—For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon 
his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a 
cloak. 

 
Isaiah 63:1-2—Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that 
is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in 
righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
him that treadeth in the winefat? 

 
14 But put ye on the Lord Yeshua haMashiach, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof. 

 
Returning to Paul's comments in chapter 8, those "of the flesh" are not subject to the Torah of YHWH. 
Therefore, those of the Spirit of Messiah, including Gentiles, are to become both hearers and doers of Torah. 
"Putting on Y’shua" is the same allusion to Ephesians 6, as Y’shua is our heavenly High Priest who provides 
for our salvation. Provision for the flesh and lust is sin and is defined by Torah. 
 

Isaiah 61:10—I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her 
jewels. 

 
The various TaNaCh verses cited above, link the Lord's "garments" to both strength/judgment and salvation. 
Note Y’shua's return, which will be in strength and judgment, is also linked to our ultimate salvation: 
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Heb 9:28—so Messiah was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him 
He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 
 

1 Cor 7:19 
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments 
of God. 
 

This Scripture in Deuteronomy talks about circumcision of the heart:  
 

"Brit-milah (circumcision) therefore the foreskin of your lev (heart), and be no more stiff-
necked."

398
 "  

[Footnote: Be born again o Israel! Known in Hebrew as Brit HaLev (circumcision of the heart).] 
 
The New Covenant Scriptures are 1 Cor 7:19 (above) and: 

 
"For brit-milah (circumcision) truly profits, if you keep the Torah: but if you are a breaker of the 
Torah, your brit-milah (circumcision) has been made akrobustia (uncircumcision/tossed away 
foreskins). Therefore if the akrobustia (uncircumcision) keep the tzedakah (righteousness or 
charity) of the Torah, shall not his akrobustia (uncircumsion) be again counted for brit-milah 
(circumcision)? And shall not the akrobustia (uncircumcision) by nature, if they completely 
perform the Torah, judge you, even though you follow the letter and the brit-milah 
(circumcision), but still transgress the Torah? For he is not a Yahudi (Jew), which is one 
outwardly; neither is that brit-milah (circumcision), which is outward in the flesh: But he is a 
Yahudi (Jew), who is one inwardly; and brit-milah (circumcision) is that of the lev (heart), in the 
Ruach (Spirit), and not in the letter; whose tehilla (praise) is not of men, but from YHWH."

399
  

 
* Note: * Akrobustia is also a term used to refer to Ephraim Israel, who tossed away their right and their 
benefits of belonging to the circumcision, or to the people of historic Yisrael. 
 

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty in which ha Moshiach (Messiah) has made us free, and be 
not harnessed again under the yoke of slavery. Behold, I Shaul say to you, that if you become 
circumcised, ha Moshiach shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man that is 
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole Torah. Ha Moshiach is become of no effect to 
you, whoever of you are declared to be a tzadik (a righteous man, woman or person) by the 
Torah; you are fallen from unmerited favor. For we through the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) 
wait for the tikvah (Hope,expectation, baptism) of tzedakah (Righteousness or charity) by 
emunah (Faith). For in Yahshua ha Moshiach (Jesus the Messiah) neither brit milah 
(circumcision) is anything, nor akrobustia (uncircumcision); but emunah (Faith) which works by 
ahava (Love)."

400
  

 
From these passages, the conclusion is that keeping the Torah of YHWH is the most important thing. 
Having faith which works by love and allowing the Spirit to lead you is what it is all about. It’s not about who 
is physically circumcised or not, as if it is a sign of one's spiritual standing or ranking. It's about the inward 
part being right; i.e., the heart. 

 
1 Cor 7:25, 39 
25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one 
that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 
39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she 
is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 
 

The marriage relationship is entered into when a man and a woman commit themselves to each other, 
before YHWH, as husband and wife, and then consummate that commitment with the sexual union. 
The Scriptures offer NO precepts or guidelines for ceremonies or rituals; in fact, most of it is from pagan 
descent. There is NO command or precept in the Scriptures that says that some man ("clergy") is to 

                                                      
398 Deut 10:16 (Restoration Scriptures) 
399 Rom 2:25-29 (Restoration Scriptures) 
400 Gal 5:1-6 (Restoration Scriptures) 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

168 
 

"marry" the couple. No man can marry the couple because it is YHWH who created and ordains the 
institution, and He gives no command in the Scriptures where He calls for a man to serve as the 
agent of approving the marriage. The couple is to be married before YHWH first and foremost.  
Marriage is defined solely by YHWH; and as such, government-given "marriage licenses" really have no 
binding authority whatsoever on the actual and true definition of marriage. Likewise, government-based 
"divorces", or simply the voiding of government-given "marriage licenses", also have no authority on the 
legitimacy of Biblical marriages. Whatever the government chooses to define has no meaning or bearing in 
terms of whether Biblical marriages are "existing" or "voided".  
 
Marriage was ordained and blessed by YHWH from the beginning. He even used it as a model for His own 
special relationship with His people Israel; He was married to them, and they to Him. YHWH's design was for 
man to "cleave to his wife". Divorce, in contrast, is often tragic and has lasting consequences on generations 
to come, at least when children are involved. In most instances, it leaves deep, often permanent scars on 
one or both divorcees.  
 
Nevertheless, divorce, in and of itself is NOT sinful, so long as it is also lawful. Biblical divorce is actually a 
punishment; a necessary consequence of marital unfaithfulness on the part of the woman. YHWH  
permitted divorce. According to the Torah, a man who wanted to divorce his wife had to "write her a 
certificate of divorce" and then "send her away" or "put her away"…  
 

"When a man takes a wife and shall marry her, then it shall be, if she finds no favour in his 
eyes because he has found a matter of uncoveredness in her, and he shall write her a 
certificate of divorce, and put it in her hand, and send her out of his house"

401
  

      
Although we have already discussed and cleared this issue in Matt 19:7-8, the following is included as 
additional information: 
 
About a century before Messiah, there were two leading parties of rabbis (or teachers): the Shammaites and 
the Hillelites. These two groups would meet on a regular basis to debate various matters of Law at great 
length, including legal questions regarding the proper grounds for divorce. According to the Mishnah, which 
is the most ancient part of the Jewish Talmud, Shammai and his followers argued that a man may not 
divorce his wife unless he finds "a matter of uncoveredness" in her, per Deut 24:1. The party of Hillel, on the 
other hand, insisted that the words "matter" and "uncoveredness" be treated separately in order to allow a 
divorce for either something "uncovered" or for any "matter". In fact, they allowed a man to divorce his wife 
for almost any reason, even if she was a poor cook or if someone else was prettier. This debate is actually 
recorded in the Mishnah:  
      

"Beth Shammai (the Party of Shammai) say a man should not divorce his wife unless he has 
found her guilty of some unseemly conduct, as it says, "Because he hath found some unseemly 
thing in her". Beth Hillel (the Party of Hillel) say even if she has merely spoilt his food, since it 
says, "Because he hath found some unseemly thing in her". 

402
 

      
During the time of Y’shua, the differences between these two schools of thought were still being hotly 
debated. Hillel and his followers made great allowances for divorce, while Shammai and his followers said 
that divorce was limited to some sort of sexual immorality.  
 
Many say the word "uncoveredness" was a reference to adultery, as in Deut 22:13-24, and then the Torah 
demanded the death penalty. Others say, in context the word "uncoveredness" in this passage seems to 
imply prior whoring or fornication on the part of the wife. This would most likely occur if the husband 
discovers her "lack of virginity" on their wedding night, and as a result, "she finds no favour in his eyes". 
Many say it is on this point that Y’shua clarified this matter in Matthew chapters 5 and 19.  
      

"And it has been said, 'Whoever puts away his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' But 
I say to you that whoever puts away his wife, except for the matter of whoring, makes her 
commit adultery. And whoever marries a woman who has been put away commits adultery."

403
 

 

                                                      
401 Deut 24:1 (The Scriptures) 
402 Mishnah Gittin 90a 
403 Matt 5:31-32 (The Scriptures) 
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"And I say to you, whoever puts away his wife, except on the ground of whoring, and marries 
another, commits adultery. And whoever marries her who has been put away commits 
adultery."

404
  

 
Although many Believers think that Y’shua changed the law on divorce under the New Covenant, these 
passages in fact demonstrate otherwise. One valid cause of a man divorcing his wife is if she committed 
whoring, or sexual immorality. It was for this very same reason that Joseph had thought to divorce Mary, 
when she was found to be pregnant. He understandably thought she had committed whoring before they 
came together in sexual union. The Greek word translated as "whoring" in both Matt 5:32 and Matt 19:9 is 
porneia, which we already know means any unlawful sexual relations. It would have been absurd for 
Y’shua to say "except in the case of adultery", since it was already understood that if the wife had committed 
adultery, the penalty under the Torah wasn't divorce, but death by stoning. Porneia, therefore, must 
be understood here in a much wider sense than that of simple adultery.  
 
A woman today, as understood by leading Torah-observant Believers and Scholars, can get a divorce as laid 
out below.  
 
A woman can demand a get (divorce document):  

1) if her husband develops an unbearable odor or a repulsive illness or injury, 
2) if he abandons Torah (not living according to Scripture),  
3) if he does not feed or support her,  
4) if he has an angry temper, or  
5) if he withholds requisite intimate attention from her (and shares it with another person). 

 

Torah violations for handling or terminating a marriage center around high interpersonal standards and 
rules imposed by the Torah upon any Jew towards another; such as prohibitions of:  

1) causing physical or emotional pain,  
2) destroying another's life,  
3) being vengeful or cruel or strict at the expense of another, etc.  

 
The Gemora (Kesubos 61a) says that MARRIAGE IS FOR LIFE AND NOT FOR PAIN. By definition, when 
a marriage is painful, it is not a Torah marriage. The Torah requires never paining a widow or orphan, 
and YHWH becomes furious at and viciously punitive towards a perpetrator [Exod 22:21]. Rashi says this is 
not limited to a widow or orphan; rather, it means NEVER PAINING ANYONE who is DEFENSELESS, 
WEAK OR VULNERABLE. 
 
Sex, Divorce and Remarriage 
In marriage, women are not viewed in the same way as men. Under the Torah, if a married or unmarried 
man had sex with a virgin who was not engaged, he would simply have to marry her (1 Cor 7:36), or at 
least pay the bride price (Exod 22:16-17). This act is never called adultery, even though he had sex with 
another woman. If a married woman had sex with any man other than her husband and she was discovered, 
she would be killed, along with the man (Lev 20:10). 
  
Scripture calls it adultery when a married woman has sex with a man other than her husband, whether the 
other man is married or not. For the married man, it is only viewed as adultery if he has sex with a married or 
engaged woman (Deut 22:22-24). If he had sex with a virgin who was not betrothed, this is NOT called 
adultery (Deut 22:28-29). It is evident, in the Torah, that marriage for the woman is not exactly the same as 
marriage for the man.  
      

For the married woman has been bound by Torah to the living husband, but if the husband dies, 
she is released from the Torah concerning her husband. So then, while her husband lives, she 
shall be called an adulteress if she becomes another man's. But if her husband dies, she is free 
from that part of the Torah, so that she is not an adulteress, having become another man's.

405
  

 
The Scriptures never say this of the husband with regards to his wife because he may acquire another wife. 
But here we have a case in which a woman is married to two men. There is no lawful divorce in this passage. 
It is simply the case of a woman having two husbands. This is called polyandry and it is clearly depicted as 
evil, because such a woman would rightly be called an adulteress. No such teaching is given for the man. On 

                                                      
404 Matt 19:9 (The Scriptures) 
405 Rom 7:2-3 (The Scriptures) 
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the contrary, a man could have two (or more) wives, yet he would not be committing adultery. Polygyny is 
never condemned in Scripture.  
 
In matters of divorce and remarriage, it is Paul's pattern of writing in 1 Corinthians 7 to apply something to 
both the wife and the husband if it indeed applies to both. Both a wife and a husband are admonished not to 
divorce (1 Cor 7:10-11). Both the husband and the wife are commanded not to divorce when they are 
married to an unbeliever (vs. 12-16 which gives the context). But only the wife is told that she cannot be 
joined to another as long as her husband lives (vs. 11 and 39).  
      

And to the married I command, not I, but the Master: A wife should not separate from a 
husband. But if she is indeed separated, let her remain unmarried or be restored to favour with 
her husband, and let a husband not send away a wife.

406
  

A wife is bound by the Torah as long as her husband lives, and if her husband dies, she is free 
to be married to whom she desires, only in the Master.

407
  

      
The reason the man is not mentioned by Paul is because, according to the Torah, a man could marry 
another woman while his first wife was still alive and not be guilty of adultery. Therefore, the Biblical position 
on remarriage is as follows: If a woman is divorced by receiving a get (divorce document) from her 
husband she may remarry another, but the first husband may under no circumstances take her back 
if she is divorced from the last husband also. If a man is divorcing his wife, he may remarry another, or 
he can pray for his first wife's return if she was not married again, and accept her back as his wife if she does 
indeed return (1 Cor 7:11). (Please view Mat 19:7-8 as well). 

 
1 Cor 9:8-9 
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? 
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 

 
Material blessings are merely ancillary benefits, not the true reward for Mitzvah observance; the true reward 
awaits us in the world to come.

408
 These benefits have been compared by some to the Torah law, “Thou 

shall not muzzle an ox in its threshing.”
409

  
 
The ox is amply rewarded for its work. It is given a clean stall, fresh hay and all the grain it can eat. Must the 
master also allow the ox to eat the grain it threshes? Yes, because forcing the ox to work with grain while 
preventing it from eating is cruel and therefore forbidden.  
 
In the same vein, YHWH promises material blessing as the reward for performing his statutes here on earth. 
We will be amply rewarded in the world to come, but Paul argues that as long as we are at work here in this 
world, we are entitled to enjoy its material blessing. 
 

1 Cor 9:20-21 
20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law 
to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 
 

A hasty reading of this section of 1 Corinthians has led some to conclude that Paul acted like something he 
was not—that he behaved hypocritically or fraudulently, pretending to live by the Torah when he felt it 
advantageous, while blatantly disregarding the Torah when he felt it awkward. Did Paul behave this way?  
 
“Become As”: 
Paul’s overriding mission, expressed in his theme Scripture for this section of the letter, can be found in 1 
Cor 9:19. “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more.” In the next three verses, he expanded on how he worked to achieve his goal. “And unto the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might 

                                                      
406 1 Cor 7:10-11 (The Scriptures) 
407 1 Cor 7:39 (The Scriptures) 
408 “There is no reward for mitzvot in this world” (Talmud Kiddushin 39b). “Today is to perform; tomorrow is for reward” (Talmud Eiruvin 
22a, Avodah Zarah 50a). In the words of the Mishnah: “Dividends are paid out in this world but the principle is reserved for the world to 
come” (Peah 1:1) 
409 Deut 25:4 
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gain them that are under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to 
Elohim, but under the law to the Messiah,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I 
as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 
Cor 9:20-22). 
 
In order to help ensure we arrive at a correct understanding of this section of his letter, we need to 
understand the meaning of “became as”, and we need to make sure we are reading an accurate English 
translation. 
 
So, what did Paul mean when he said he “became as” others? Does the phrase mean to “act like” or “behave 
like” others? Emphatically not. Paul could have written “behave like” if he meant, “behave like”, but he did not 
pen those words. Instead, he wrote, “became as.” To “become as” someone means to put oneself in 
another’s position. Paul did not imitate the people around him and fail to respond to holy living as defined in 
the Torah. However, he did empathize with them. Paul put himself in their position. He “got inside their 
heads” to understand their needs and aspirations, their strengths and weaknesses, their opportunities and 
constraints, their ideas, feelings, and values. In other words, he tried to understand where they were coming 
from, so that he could lead them to a better understanding of the right relationship they needed to strive 
toward in the Messiah.  
 
As we will see, this understanding of the meaning of “became as” is further validated by Paul’s own words in 
this section of Scripture as recorded in the Greek manuscripts. 
 
Did Paul put himself in the position of: i.e., “become as”, a Jew? 1 Cor 9:20 apparently indicates that he did. 
Yet, what could he possibly mean considering that he was a Jew (Acts 21:39)? The Greek word translated  
“Jew” here is ioudaiov (Ioudaios, Strong’s #2453). There has been some debate, in the academic world of 
New Testament Studies, on the exact meaning of this word. Most understand the term to refer to a Jew, one 
who belongs to the Jewish nation either by birth or religion. However, this definition alone fails to account for 
its many uses throughout the apostolic writings. Specifically, it fails to account for its use in referring 
exclusively to members of the tribe of Judah; i.e., Jews, or to people living in or originating from Judea; i.e., 
Jews. 
 
In fact, a careful reading of the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant) will show that many of the instances of 
Ioudaios refer to Judeans in particular, and not to Jews in general. This is an important distinction often lost 
in translations. As David Stern writes on page 159 of his Jewish New Testament Commentary, “While 
‘Ioudaioi’ today means only . . . (Jews by religion), in Yeshua’s time all three meanings were possible. This is 
not a new discovery, and I dare suggest . . . that only implicit anti-Semitic bias on the part of translators and 
their intended audiences can account for the continued and unrelieved use of the word ‘Jews’ to translate 
‘loudaioi’ in most English translations until this day. (A few occasionally note ‘Judeans’ as an alternate 
translation in the margin.)”  
 
Although Paul was born in Tarsus, a major city of Cilicia (Acts 21:39), he grew up in Jerusalem, having been 
taught by one of the greatest Jewish rabbis of his day, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). He was very well acquainted 
with the Judean Jew—his approach, his mindset, his strengths and weaknesses—and could, therefore, 
“become as” a Jew; i.e., a Judean Jew. 
 
“Under the Law”: 

Did Paul put himself in the position of: i.e., “become as” those who were “under the law”? 1 Cor 9:20 clearly 
indicates that he did. But, what does it mean to be “under the law”? 
 
The English phrase “under the law” literally translates from the Greek upo nomon (upo nomon). A careful 
study of its usage in the writings of Paul will show that it refers to the burdensome perspective and approach 
to the Torah that some had, due mainly to their tendency to pervert it into a legalistic system for earning or 
meriting one’s own righteousness.  
 
Those who were “under the law” were (mostly Jewish) people trapped in a legalistic perspective of the 
Torah—those who thought that salvation was based on a checklist and that righteousness could be earned 
by formalized obedience apart from a truly converted heart (see Deut 5:29). In one sense, such people were 
oppressed due to their ignorance of the true nature of Torah. They were, therefore, “under the law”. Paul 
understood these people well, since he more than likely once belonged to this category of people himself. He 
could, therefore, “become as” those “under the law”; yet, not being “under the law” himself—not behaving in 
such a manner himself. 
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“Without the Law”: 

Did Paul put himself in the position of those who were “without the law”? According to 1 Corinthians, yes. 
First of all, what does “without the law” mean? The phrase “without the law” comes from the Greek adjective 
anomov (anomos, Strong’s #459), which literally means, “anti-law” or better, “anti-Torah”. In the KJV, 
anomos is also translated “lawless” (1 Tim 1:9), “transgressor” (Mark 15:28) and “wicked” (Acts 2:23 and 2 
Thes 2:8). The related noun anomia (anomia, Strong’s #458) is translated elsewhere as “iniquity” (Mat 7:23, 
13:41, 23:28, Rom 6:19 and 2 Thes 2:7) and “unrighteousness” (2 Cor 6:14). In fact, the apostle John 
referred to sin as anomia—the transgression of the Torah (1 John 3:4). 
 
So, does this mean that Paul disobeyed the Torah? Did he become anomos to YHWH and to the Messiah? 
Did he become “lawless”, “wicked” and filled with “iniquity” when he spent time around such anomos people? 
Paul himself posed this very question in his letter to the brethren in Rome. “What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound?” Read well his answer in Rom 6:2. “God forbid. How shall we, that 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” Additionally, Paul asked, “Do we then make void the law [Torah] 
through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law” (Rom 3:31). 
 
In fact, in order for the disciples in Corinth not to misunderstand him when he wrote, “To them that are 
without law, as without law”, he added the following parenthetical statement: “being not without law to God” 
(1 Cor 9:21).  
 
In the Torah to the Messiah: 

Above, it is written that Paul did not become “under the law” himself, but only that he put himself in the shoes 
of: i.e., “became as”, someone who was “under the law”. Yet, does not the second half of the parenthetical  
statement in 1 Cor 9:21; i.e., “but under the law to the Messiah” indicate that he did become “under the 
law”—that he did pervert the Torah into a legalistic system for working out his own righteousness—or 
perhaps that he did come under judgment and punishment for violating the Torah (!), in order to gain those 
who were anomos? That depends on whether you read the Greek or you read the KJV translation. The 
Greek text does not say that at all! 
 
In this verse, the phrase “under the law” as it appears in the KJV is not translated from upo nomon as it is in 
the preceding verse, 1 Cor 9:20. Here, it is translated from the Greek word ennomov (ennomos, Strong’s 
#1772), which literally means, “in-lawed” or “in the Torah”. Ennomos appears only one other time in the 
Greek manuscripts of the Brit Chadashah, where it is translated “lawful” in the phrase “lawful assembly” (Acts 
19:39). Another acceptable phrase here would be, “assembly in law”. 
 
When correctly translated, 1 Cor 9:21 is one of the clearest statements we have from Paul expressing his 
unequivocal support for the Torah no matter who he was trying to gain for the Messiah! 
 
A translation from the Aramaic (Hebraic Roots Version) has, “And to those who are without the Torah I was 
like those without the Torah, although I am not to Eloah without the Torah but I am in the Torah of the 
Messiah, that I might gain them, even those who are without the Torah.” The Complete Jewish Bible has, 
“With those who live outside the framework of Torah, I put myself in the position of someone outside the 
Torah in order to win those outside the Torah – although I myself am not outside the framework of Elohim’s 
Torah but within the framework of Torah as upheld by the Messiah.” 
 
Overcoming Barriers: 

To summarize, included is an expanded paraphrase of 1 Cor 9:20-21 which conveys the meaning and intent 
of Paul’s writing: 
 

That is, unto the Judean Jews I became as a Judean Jew, that I might gain the Judean Jews; to 
them that are subjected to legalism, i.e. “under the law” in an oppressive sense, due to their 
ignorance and lack of trust, as “under the law”, that I might gain them that are bound up in this 
legalistic thinking; to them that live apart from the Torah, as having no relationship to the Torah 
– yet not being ignorant of nor without the Torah to Elohim, but in fact, being completely 
enveloped in the Torah to the Messiah – that I might gain them that do not know much about 
the Torah and who live outside its framework.  

 
In conclusion, what made Paul such an effective apostle was his ability to understand people, to get “inside 
their heads” so that he could more readily relate to them. As he wrote, “I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some” (1 Cor 9:22). This required the use of an extraordinary gift: the gift to be more 
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willing to understand than to be understood. Unlike Paul, most of us exhibit the natural tendency to remain 
only “inside our own heads”, not attempting to understand others but all the while insisting that they 
understand us! Paul, however, understood the necessity of the unselfish act and constantly thought of 
others’ needs above his own needs. 
 
Let us learn from Paul’s example. When preaching the gospel, he behaved not as a chameleon, a hypocrite, 
a fraud, or a deceiver. In fact, he corrected Peter for behaving in this very fashion (see Gal 2:11-16)! 
Contrariwise, Paul did everything within his power to overcome all barriers that impeded the work Y’shua 
entrusted to him. He could not expect others to meet him halfway. As we say today, he “went the whole nine 
yards”. Why did he behave this way? Let him answer the question. “And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I 
might be partaker thereof with you” (1 Cor 9:23). 
 

1 Cor 10:2   
And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
 

In I Cor 10:1-4, we are told to NOT BE IGNORANT that ALL our fathers were "under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea". This comes from the Hebraic concept in Deut 29:12-15 that BOTH the present and 
FUTURE generations were STANDING at MT SINAI. 
 

“That thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into his oath, which the 
LORD thy God maketh with thee this day: That he may establish thee to day for a people unto 
himself, and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath sworn 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. Neither with you only do I make this 
covenant and this oath; But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD 
our God, and also with him that is not here with us this day:”  

 
In other words, WE (as Believers in Messiah) are COMMANDED to NOT BE IGNORANT that WE were at 
Mount Sinai. Since this is so, WE AND our ANCESTORS BROKE the covenant made at Mount Sinai. One of 
the harshest punishments for breaking the covenant was EXILE. 
 
However, upon repenting, the EXILE would turn into REDEMPTION. The Redemption is a return BACK to 
the ROOTS OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL. 
 
The fulfillment of this promise at the dawn of the Messianic Era is found in Ezek 37:15-28. 
 
Because we are living in the FINAL generation (before Messiah setting His feet upon the Mount of Olives), 
we are told by the prophets that this FINAL generation will RETURN to the roots of the land of Israel 
(REDEMPTION) from the punishment for departing from Torah (which is EXILE). 
 
In CONCEPT: 
 
     EXILE = DIVORCE 
     EXILE = NAKEDNESS 

 
REDEMPTION comes from REPENTENCE for the SIN which caused the EXILE (we embrace 
Torah and our Hebraic Heritage). 
 
REPENTENCE from our sins brings the ATONEMENT for our sins. 

 
Because we ARE living in the FINAL generation, we are living in the GENERATION which WILL see the 
"restoration and regathering of BOTH houses of Israel". For this reason, it is IMPORTANT to understand the 
CONCEPTS in this section, because they pertain to YOU. 

 
1 Cor 14:21   

In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 

 
The ‘gift of tongues’, on occasion, extends into a human tongue foreign to the one speaking it (meaning 
speaking to people in a foreign earthly language supernaturally).  This is exactly what happened on the day 
of Pentecost when the initial Spirit Baptism took place. Those gathered at the Temple heard the 120 
disciples speak in their own tongue (Acts 2:6, 11). This was a fulfillment of what Paul stated here in verse 21. 
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This level of the ‘gift of tongues’ was a sign that the majority of Jews (Yahuwdi) at that time did not listen to. 
He continues in verse 22 ...  “Therefore tongues (in this instance) are for a sign, not (merely) for those who 
believe but (also) to unbelievers; but (and moreover) prophesying is not (merely) for unbelievers either but 
(also) for those who believe.” The same thing will happen when the ‘gift of tongues’ and the ‘gift of 
interpretation’ are exercised. Prophecy is like a dozen eggs, and Tongues with Interpretation are like two 
packets of six eggs. Both equal twelve eggs. 

 
1 Cor 14:34   
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they 
are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 

 
The TaNaCh portrays Rebekah, Rahab, Deborah, Jael, Esther, and Judith and their contributions to the 
nation of Israel with faithfulness and extreme sincerity. These women are represented in the Old Covenant 
as multidimensional human beings: self-reliant, resourceful, influential, and courageous; but at the same 
time, capable of resorting to morally questionable means in order to accomplish their ends.

410
  

 
Distinctions were usually made between men and women during the Old Covenant period. Only men were 
required to attend the annual festivals (Exod 23:17; Lev 23); though women were permitted to attend if they 
chose to do so (1 Sam 1:9, 21-22). The Mosaic Law recognized women’s responsibilities at home as wives 
and mothers. However, this did not prohibit women from all religious service. Women served at the door of 
the Tabernacle (Exod 38:8). Both men and women contributed their valuables for use in the building of the  
Tabernacle (Exod 35:22, 25, 26). The Laver for ministry in the court of the Tabernacle was made of brass 
from the mirrors of the women only.

411
  

 
The TaNaCh presents strong female role models, like the Judge Deborah, Judith and Queen Esther, who 
were depicted as saving the Hebrew people from disaster. In the book of Proverbs, the divine attribute of 
Holy Wisdom is presented as female.

412
 Here are two of the many references: in Prov 1:8 where it tells a son 

not to reject his mother's teaching, and Prov 31:10-31 discribes the ideal wife, even though she is idealized 
for her hard labour for her family. 
 
Deborah was a prophetess who actually ruled Israel (Judges 4:4). When the Israelite men were too afraid to 
assume leadership, Deborah shamed Barak, the military commander of Israel’s army, for failing to assume 
his God-given leadership. Ultimately, he refused to advance against the enemy without Deborah’s presence 
and commanding influence (Judges 4:8).

413
  

 
Huldah, a married prophetess (2 Kings 22:13-20), found the Book of the Law that the previous generation 
had neglected. She was trusted by Josiah, king of Judah, to be the one to verify the authenticity of the Book 
of the Law. Huldah’s husband was keeper of the wardrobe in the court.

414
  

 
Y’shua's interactions with women: 
This section presents some of the New Covenant records of Y'shua’s interactions with women.

415
 According 

to New Covenant scholar Dr. Frank Stagg and classicist Evelyn Stagg, the synoptic Gospels of the canonical 
New Covenant

416
 contain a relatively high number of references to women. The Staggs find no recorded 

instance where Y’shua disgraces, belittles, reproaches, or stereotypes a woman. These writers claim that 
examples of the manner of Y’shua are instructive for inferring his attitudes toward women and show 
repeatedly how he liberated and affirmed women.

417
 According to one story, an unnamed Gentile woman 

taught Y’shua that the ministry of God is not limited to particular groups and persons, but belongs to all who 
have faith (Mark 7:24-30; Mat 15:21-28).

418
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Women disciples: 
 
The Gospels of the New Covenant, written toward the last quarter of the First Century CE, often mention 
Y’shua speaking to women publicly and openly against the social norms of the time.

419
 From the beginning, 

Jewish female disciples, including Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna, had accompanied Y’shua during 
His ministry and supported Him out of their private means (Luke 8:1-3).

420
  

 
Kenneth E. Bailey spent 40 years as a Presbyterian professor of New Covenant in Egypt, Lebanon, 
Jerusalem and Cyprus. He writes about Christianity from a Middle Eastern cultural view.

421
 He finds evidence 

in several New Covenant passages that Y’shua had women disciples. He first cites the reported occasion 
when Y’shua’s family appeared and asked to speak with him. Y’shua replied: 
 

"Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?" And stretching out his hand towards his 
disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and mother." (Mat 12:46-50, emphasis added by 
Bailey) 

 
Women in the New Covenant Church: 

From the beginning of the early Christian church, women were important members of the movement. As time 
went on, groups of Christians organized within the homes of Believers. Those who could offer their home for  
meetings were considered important within the movement and assumed leadership roles.

422
 The New 

Covenant Gospels acknowledge that women were among Y’shua's earliest followers. Jewish women 
disciples, including Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna, had accompanied Y’shua during His ministry 
and supported Him out of their private means (Luke 8:1-3). Although the details of these Gospel stories may 
be questioned, in general they reflect the prominent historical roles women played in Y’shua's ministry as 
disciples.

423
 There were women disciples at the foot of the cross. Women were reported to be the first 

witnesses to the resurrection—chief among them (again), Mary Magdalene. She was not only "witness", but 
also called a "messenger" of the risen Messiah.

424
 The apostles had little respect for her witness and that of 

the other women, saying they "seemed as idle tales" (Luke 24:11). 
 
The letters of Paul — dated to the middle of the first century CE — and his casual greetings to 
acquaintances, offer fascinating and solid information about many Jewish and Gentile women who were 
prominent in the movement. His letters provide vivid clues about the kind of activities in which women 
engaged more generally.

425
  

 
He greets Prisca, Junia, Julia, and Nereus' sister, who worked and traveled as missionaries in pairs with their 
husbands or brothers (Rom 16:3, 7, 15).  
 
Paul writes that Priscilla (a.k.a. Prisca) and her husband risked their lives to save his life.  
 
He praises Junia as a prominent apostle, who had been imprisoned for her labour. It is still debated by 
scholars whether "prominent among the apostles" means Junia was one of the apostles, or only well known 
to the apostles.  
 
Mary and Persis are commended for their hard work (Rom 16:6,12).  
 
Euodia and Syntyche are called his fellow-workers in the Gospel (Phil 4:2-3).  
 

                                                      
419 Blevins, Carolyn DeArmond, Women in Christian History: A Bibliography. Macon, Georgia: Mercer Univ Press, 1995. ISBN 
086554493X 
420 King, Karen L. "Women in Ancient Christianity: The New Discoveries".  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/first/women.html 
421 Bailey, Kenneth E. "Women in the New Testament: A Middle Eastern Cultural View", Theology Matters, Jan/Feb 2000 
422 Blevins, Carolyn DeArmond, Women in Christian History: A Bibliography. Macon, Georgia: Mercer Univ Press, 1995. ISBN 
086554493X 
423 Blevins, Carolyn DeArmond, Women in Christian History: A Bibliography. Macon, Georgia: Mercer Univ Press, 1995. ISBN 
086554493X 
424 Ingrid Maisch, tr. by Linda M. Maloney. Collegeville MN: Liturgical Press, 1998. ISBN 0814624715 
425 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/first/missions.html#letters letters of Paul 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

176 
 

These biblical reports seem to provide credible evidence of women apostles active in the earliest work of 
spreading the Christian message.

426
  

Apostle Paul on Women: 
Woman forbidden to teach or speak in the church: 

 
"Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor 
to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression."

427
  

 
"Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law. And if they will learn 
any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the 
church."

428
  

 
Bishops and Deacons must be men: 
Women are not allowed to be part of leadership: 
 

"This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach"

429
  

 
"Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses 
well."

430
  

 
"For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: If any be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly."

431
  

 
The head of woman is man: 

 
"But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman 
is the man; and the head of Christ is God. But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with 
her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. For if 
the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn 
or shaven, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he 
is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. For the man is not of 
the woman: but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the 
woman for the man."

432
  

 
Full submission to one's husband: 

 
"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the 
body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing."

433
  

 
"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord."

434
  

 
Apostle Peter on women 
Submission to husband: 
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"Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not 
believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives."

435
  

 
Women as weaker partner: 
 

"Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with 
respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that 
nothing will hinder your prayers."

436
  

 
There are two schools of thought concerning the verses quoted above.  
 
The first school of thought is that a woman is not allowed to open her mouth in church or to teach anything, 
and if she wants to know something she must get the answer from her husband at home. 
 
The second school of thought is Y’shua's Gospel Preaching Team included women who provided for His 
Team. Luke 8:1-3 reads, 
 

“It happened soon afterwards, that he went about through cities and villages, preaching and 
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God, and with him the twelve, and certain women 
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary who was called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out; and Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s steward; 
Susanna; and many others; who ministered to them from their possessions.”  

 
It should be noted that the team that accompanied Y'shua in His missions preaching and delivering the Good 
News of the kingdom of YHWH was made up not only of His twelve apostles, but also of many women. It 
should also be noted that these women who accompanied Y'shua ministered to or served Y'shua and His 
apostles out of their own possessions. In other words, Y'shua took the lead role in preaching the Good 
News, followed by His apostles and followed by the women. And in this Good News preaching team it wasn't 
Y'shua who provided for the women, but rather it was the women who provided for both Y'shua and His 
apostles. 
  
This, then, means what Paul was saying in 1 Cor 14:34: "Let your women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also 
saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church" is that women did not sit together with their husbands in synagogues in 
biblical times.  
 
In fact, they were separated and sat in the upper level of the 
synagogue as shown in the picture on the right. These women 
tended to get noisy and call from the balcony to their husbands to 
clarify certain issues discussed in the services. Paul said that this 
sort of behaviour was not allowed. They must wait till the service is 
finished and ask their husbands at home. 
 
Moving on to the next point which Paul stated in 1 Tim 2:11-12 

"Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer 
not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to 
be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was 
not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the 
transgression" means that women are allowed to minister over 
other women, but YHWH does not allow a woman to minister over a man, and is not to “usurp authority over 

the man, but to be in silence”. Usurp authority over” in Greek is α�θεντέω�(authenteo) and literally means not 

“to govern, exercise dominion over one”. This, then, means that a woman who is married must submit fully 
under her husband’s authority when she teaches, and any single woman who would like to teach must 
find herself a mentor with an apostolic anointing and submit herself under his guidance. 

Priscilla, wife of Aquila, moved with Paul (Rom 16:3, Acts 18:18, 1 Cor 16:19, 2 Tim 4:19). Priscilla means 
“Ancient” and she taught the Word of the ancient perfect paths! In fact, she taught a person called Apollos 
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who was mighty in the Scriptures, fervently filled with the Spirit of YHWH, a man who taught diligently—yet 
she took him and expounded to him YHWH’s way more perfectly! 

 
24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
scriptures, came to Ephesus.  
25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake 
and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  
26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly.

437
  

Acts 18:1-3 states that Paul came to Corinth to stay and work with a Jewish husband and wife named Aquila 
and Priscilla.  We can assume that by staying in their home and working with them, they would have not only 
understood Paul's doctrine; but more importantly, would have caught the essence of his heart.  It is safe to 
say that his being there for that season in their lives would have impacted them greatly.  Also, it is probably 
safe to say that they saw him reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath, since we are told that Aquila and 
Priscilla later heard Apollos in the synagogue. Safe to say, Paul's life and ministry would have greatly 
touched Aquila and Priscilla in the home, at work, and at the synagogue. 

When Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos expound the Scriptures, they realized that he was a man with the 
right heart, but he needed further explanation of the Word.  They took him aside and then the unthinkable 
happened.  The unmentionable.  The undenominational.  The excommunicable.  Priscilla, along with her 
husband, taught a man. 

Now, it would seem that if Paul really believed and taught that a woman should not teach a man, does not it 
make good sense that Priscilla, having him around him both day and night for one year and six months (Acts 
18:11), would have known that it was not the perfect plan of YHWH to have done such a "hideous" deed?  
Would she not have backed off and either verbally or quietly made it known to her husband that to explain 
the Word to a man was her husband's job alone? 

"Aquila, go and talk to him man to man.  You know that is Paul's way.  That's the perfect way.  I'll go home 
and throw something in the microwave". 

No, the opposite is true.  Priscilla caught the true spirit of Paul, which was the true spirit of YHWH. She was 
accustomed to ministering and working alongside her husband, and they both brought a life-changing word 
to him. 
 
Later, Paul referred to them in the last chapters of Romans and I Corinthians.  In Romans, he puts Priscilla 
first; in I Corinthians, Aquila.  They evidently had an equal anointing and ability to teach, a model of husband 
and wife ministry.   

Never do we hear him saying something like, "Now church, beware.  Priscilla likes to teach men.  And you 
know I don't condone that." No, he gave her honour and recognized the validity of her ministry, even stating 
that all the churches of the Gentiles gave thanks for her (Rom 16:4).  He gave them equal footing with 
himself, calling them fellow labourers.  He also stated they had a church in denoting the probability of co-
pastorship. 

Now what about Phoebe? 
 
“I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, that you 
may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever 
business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself 
also”.  (Rom 16:1-2)  

The word servant is the word diakonos, from which we get our word deacon.  Strong's Concordance states 
that the general understanding of the meaning of this word was a Christian pastor or teacher.  It can 
mean minister, servant, or deacon.  Paul used it or a derivative of the word thirty-four times.  Six times it 
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clearly refers to the office of a deacon.  Twenty-seven times it is translated minister.  Only once, when Paul 
uses the word, is it translated servant—in describing Phoebe. 

It is found eighteen times in the Gospels.  Fourteen of those times it is translated “minister”.  Most of these 
are clearly what we would consider ministry in the acts and teaching of Y’shua.  Four times, when the context 
is clearly what we would term a hired-servant type, it is actually translated “servant”. 

The point is very clear.  When the male translators dealt with Phoebe, they had a choice.  Do we make 
Phoebe a servant, thus in line with our views where women should be in church?  We surely cannot make 
her a deacon.  That's too much authority.  And we surely cannot make her a minister.  That would leave too 
much room.  Why, she might have been an elder, a prophetess, a pastor, or an apostle.  No way! Make her a 
servant! 
 
Now, we all should be servants.  But when Paul wanted to denote servanthood as a holy characteristic of 
Christian life, he usually used the word doulos, the Greek word for bondslave.  He understood that 
servanthood meant death to self and sacrifice for others.  But when describing the function of another, he did 
not use this word.  But the translators did.  That's the Fifteenth Century translators hired by King James—not 
the First Century apostle chosen by YHWH. 

Now, the translators did a marvelous job on 99% of the Scriptures.  But on some male-female issues, their 
choice of words was coloured by their gender—maybe not intentionally, but certainly in effect. 

For instance, in Eph 6:21, Tychicus is referred to by Paul as a beloved brother and faithful minister.  Same 
word, different sex, different translation. 

Look at Col 1:7.  Epaphras, our dear sundoulous (fellow servant), is a faithful diakonos (translated minister) 
of Messiah Y’shua.  Why not Phoebe?  Then Paul refers to himself as a diakonos in Col 1:23, 1:25, and Eph. 
3:7 and follows in Eph 3:8 that because he was made a diakonos, he can preach! If Paul, why not Phoebe! 

Eph 3:7-8... of which I became a minister [diakonos] according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by 
the effective working of His power.  To me who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Messiah. 

Now some would quote I Tim 3:12: “Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and 
their own houses well.”  This same principle is applied to bishops/elders.  The fact is that Paul was most 
concerned with the polygamy of that time.  If we take this Scripture from a highly restricted sense, then we 
must say that Paul could not have held office in a church, because he was not the husband of one wife—he 
had no wife. 

Sound doctrine must come from an overview of all the Scriptures on a subject.  Then the seemingly hard to 
understand comes into the context of the whole, not the other way around.  What the “Church” has done with 
teaching on women in ministry is the other way around.  We have ignored the practice of women being used 
in ministry and concentrated on a few Scriptures that may have missed out on the translation boat when the 
translators took their voyage. 

It is true that the word diakonos is primarily used to describe a person who would minister in what we would 
term the ministry of helps, and Phoebe may have ministered to the Believers in this fashion.  But the word 
has a fuller meaning, including the one mentioned above in which Paul received grace to preach from his 
grace to minister (diakonos). 

Look at some other Scriptures where diakonos or a derivative of that word is translated ministry: 

• The ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5)  
• The ministry of the spirit (2 Cor 3:7)  
• The ministry of righteousness (2 Cor 3:7)  
• Addicted to the ministry of the saints (1 Cor 16:15)  
• Able ministers of the new covenant (2 Cor 3:6)  
• Civil authorities as ministers (Rom 13:4)  
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Paul is a minister, Tychicus is a minister, Epaphras is a minister, and Timothy is a minister.  Why not 
Phoebe?  Only one reason.  She was a woman.  Who made her less?  Not YHWH.  Not Y’shua.  Not Paul.  
Only man and his pride that has perpetuated womenless ministry. 

1 Cor 14:37   
If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I 
write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 

“Commandments” of YHWH is the Torah and is explained throughout this study. 
 
1 Cor 15:56 
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
 

Please page to Rom 7:7 where this concept is explained. 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 
 

2 Cor 3:15   
But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 

 
Many Jews are still blinded and this is a difficult concept to understand for the Christian, but a day will come 
when their eyes will be fully opened. Let us have a look at how this will happen for the Jew to cross over, but 
we also need to look at what is required for the Christian. 

 
“However, the Day of the Lord will come "like a thief." On that Day the heavens will disappear 
with a roar, the elements will melt and disintegrate, and the earth and everything in it will be 
burned up. Since everything is going to be destroyed like this, what kind of people should you 
be? ...” (2 Peter 3:10-11) 

In that day we will be neither Jew, nor Gentile, but one in Messiah.   
 
“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: " (Acts 10:34) 
[YHWH does not play favourites]  
 
“For in union with the Messiah, you are all children of God through this trusting faithfulness;  
because as many of you as were immersed into the Messiah have clothed yourselves with the 
Messiah, in whom there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor freeman, neither male nor 
female; for in union with the Messiah Yeshua, you are all one. Also, if you belong to the 
Messiah, you are seed of Avraham and heirs according to the promise.” (Gal 3:26-29) 
 
“Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Yeshua the Messiah; and don't waste your time 
thinking about how to provide for the sinful desires of your old nature.” (Rom 13:14) 

 
So then, Christians have forgotten what the word 'Christian' actually means: "to be Christ-like", which in turn 
means to strive to do all He did according to His example, which is to keep the Commandments and 
embrace the Holy Days of God. 
 

“The dragon was infuriated over the woman and went off to fight the rest of her children, those 
who obey God's Commandments and bear witness to Yeshua.” (Rev 12:17) 
 
“This is when perseverance is needed on the part of God's people, those who observe His 
Commandments and exercise Yeshua's faithfulness.” (Rev 14:12) 

 
And of non-believing Jews: Before they "cross over", the veil must be removed—which can only be removed 
in Messiah. 
 

“unlike Moshe, who put a veil over his face, so that the people of Isra'el would not see the fading 
brightness come to an end. What is more, their minds were made stonelike; for to this day the 
same veil remains over them when they read the Old Covenant; it has not been unveiled, 
because only by the Messiah is the veil taken away. Yes, till today, whenever Moshe is read, a 
veil lies over their heart.” (2 Cor 3:13-15) 
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However, the Messianic Jews have the greatest responsibility of all: not in crossing over, for they follow 
closely in Messiah's footsteps and must always strive to be an ever better example of Messiah in them. This 
is so they may help to bring back their brothers and sisters in Messiah who have been lead away by Satan. 
Also being that light for their Jewish brothers and sisters who yet wander in the dark, taking all who are 
willing by the hand and leading them through the Torah and to the revelation that Y’shua is indeed the 
Messiah, until such time that He removes the veil which has been held fast by years of pride, tradition and 
corrupted truths that leads to blindness and dullness of hearing. 

 
“the people living in darkness have seen a Great Light; upon those living in the region, in the 
shadow of death, light has dawned.” (Matt 4:16) 
 

So, in truth is anyone really "crossing over"? No, rather we who are elect and chosen will be restored to 
Messiah's image and do His will. For man's will is of no use at all (John 6:63). 
 
Only the will of the Most High will be done. And His will is that we all become one in Messiah and 
walk in His ways as a Messianic Community with no walls, only the the Body of Messiah—The Light of Life. 
 

"I pray not only for these, but also for those who will trust in Me because of their word, that they 
may all be one. Just as You, Father, are united with Me and I with You, I pray that they may be 
united with Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given 
to Me, I have given to them; so that they may be one, just as We are one -- I united with them 
and You with Me, so that they may be completely one, and the world thus realize that You sent 
Me, and that you have loved them just as You have loved Me. (John 17:20-23) 

 
GALATIANS 

 
Gal 2:16, 19, 21 
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead 
in vain. 
 

Galatians, what a misunderstood Book!  Often, one of the first things a nominal Christian will say when you 
tell them the Law has not been abolished is: "you need to read the Book of Galatians"! In spite of the 
multitude of Scriptures in the "New Testament" which demonstrate we should keep YHWH's law, 
many understand Paul's letter to Galatians to state otherwise.  
 
In reality, there is not a single verse in the Book of Galatians or anywhere in the Scripture that would tell us 
that the Torah has been abolished. Rather, much to the contrary! The Book of Galatians actually proves that 
while we are not saved by our observance of the Torah, true believers will make a sincere effort to walk 
in its precepts. 
 
In this section we will go through many of the verses in Galatians chapter 2 through chapter 5, which contain 
the key verses speaking of YHWH's Torah and its place in our life. It is the words in these chapters that are 
most frequently understood as "abolishing the law". Thus, we will examine them to see if Paul is really 
making any claim that the law is now abolished and not to be heeded.  
 
Almost the entire Christian world regards Paul's letter to the Galatians as "proof" that we need not concern 
ourselves with keeping YHWH's Torah. This is a major mistake that must be addressed thoroughly. It is 
often more difficult for a person to 'unlearn error' than to 'learn truth'. 
 
After his introduction, the first thing Paul mentioned in his letter to the Galatians was: 

 
Gal 1:6-9—I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Messiah unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Messiah. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 
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before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 

 
This topic is the subject matter throughout the Book of Galatians. The real question in the Book of Galatians 
isn't whether or not we should keep the Torah. The real question is this: What is the "true Good News" that 
Y’shua wants us to proclaim? Does the “true Good News" mean that we receive salvation after we have 
been circumcised and kept the law? Does the “true Good News" proclaim salvation through abolishing the 
law so that our sins are taken away? Or does the “true Good News” simply proclaim that we can receive 
forgiveness for transgressing that law if we repent and believe in Y’shua with nothing added? 
 
Let's start with chapter 2: 
 

Gal 2:1-2 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus 
with me also. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means 
I should run, or had run, in vain. 

 
This chapter begins with Paul describing his time in Jerusalem with his fellow labourer in the faith, Barnabas. 
They had gone to Jerusalem to discuss the matter of what the true "Gospel/Good News" is really supposed 
to be. What is needful for a person to receive salvation? The 15th chapter in the Book of Acts discusses this 
visit to Jerusalem in detail: 
 

Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, [and said], 
Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 2 When 
therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they 
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto 
the apostles and elders about this question.  

 
Notice carefully that the reason this trip was necessary was due to certain men from Judea teaching the 
brethren that they would have no salvation unless they were first circumcised. When they brought this 
doctrine to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem, Peter referred to this kind of theology a "a yoke on the neck 
of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear": 
 

Acts 15:5-11 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It is 
necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses." 6 Now the 
apostles and elders came together to consider this matter. 7 And when there had been much 
dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: "Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago 
Elohim chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. 8 "So Elohim, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, 
just as He did to us, 9 "and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith. 10 "Now therefore, why do you test Elohim by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 "But we believe that through the 
grace of the Master Yahushua Messiah we shall be saved in the same manner as they."  

 
Peter states that all are "saved" through the grace of Y’shua Messiah. As evidenced by this statement, the 
question they were discussing is whether or not the Gentiles were saved through the grace of Y’shua the 
Messiah, or by circumcision and keeping commandments. This was also the original question in Acts 15:1. 
 

Kepha said, "we believe that through the grace of the Master Yahushua the Messiah we shall 
be saved, even as they."  

 
His point was that everyone, Jew or Gentile, is saved by grace, not by keeping the law or by circumcision. 
Even Jews, who had been circumcised and kept the law, didn't have salvation until they believed in Y’shua. 
He also said that to make circumcision or Torah-observance the requirement for salvation would be to "test 
Elohim". But how would it "test Elohim"?  
 
The testing would be: "Can YHWH still bring the Gentiles into His flock while making the painful act of adult 
circumcision, and/or keeping the Torah/law of YHWH a prerequisite to being saved?" In truth, there was not 
a man in all the generations of Israel who had ever kept the Torah completely, so to make the keeping of the 
Torah a requirement before salvation was not the true "Good News" that Y’shua and the apostles were to be 
teaching.  
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So Peter, after detailing the proof that YHWH had accepted the Gentiles in their uncircumcised state 
(Cornelius received the Spirit in Acts 10), affirmed that both Jews and Gentiles are saved through the grace 
of Y’shua the Messiah rather than circumcision or any other act of Torah/law observance. The ultimate 
decision in Acts 15 by James was not to require circumcision for salvation. 
 
So who were these "certain men from Judea", anyway? To properly understand the Book of Galatians and 
the context of Paul's letter, it is important that we have a good understanding of what kind of people Paul 
was facing. For this reason, we will begin to identify the beliefs and characteristics of these "certain men from  
Judea". In this section, we will be keeping a running list of notable characteristics of these "certain men" as 
we go along. Here is what we have so far: 
 

• They were from Judea. (Acts 15:1)  
• They were a "sect of the Pharisees" (Acts 15:5)  
• They claimed to be Believers in Y’shua. (Acts 15:5)  
• They believed that one cannot have salvation unless they are first circumcised and/or keep the 

Torah. (Acts 15:1)  
• They were vigorous in their belief to the point that they would argue with Paul and Barnabas over it, 

and even approach the apostles and elders about it. (Acts 15:1,5)  
 
Continuing in Galatians 2: 
 

Gal 2:2-3 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should 
run, or had run, in vain. 3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to 
be circumcised:   

 
Chronologically, the event Paul is describing (Acts 15) marks the first notice of Titus in Scripture. Titus would 
eventually go on to be Paul's co-labourer and assistant in his ministry with the Corinthians and other places 
(see letters to the Corinthians & the Book of Titus). Titus was among the group that went to Jerusalem, and 
the apostles in Jerusalem did not require him to be circumcised.  
 

Gal 2:4-5 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy 
out our liberty which we have in Messiah Yahushua, that they might bring us into bondage: 5 To 
whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you.  

 
Again, the emphasis is placed on the "truth of the Gospel/Good News" being proclaimed rather than "another 
gospel". In verse 4, Paul identifies the "certain men from Judea" as "false brethren". We also see that they 
like to work in secret. Another attribute about them can be found in Galatians 6: 
 

Gal 6:12-13 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be 
circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Messiah. For neither they 
themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they 
may glory in your flesh. 
 

So these "false brethren" were actually Torah breakers themselves, but they were most interested in 
circumcising Gentiles so that they could go back to their Pharisee friends and brag about it. The focus on the 
praise of men was amongst the notable characteristics of some Pharisees of that time: 
 

Matt 23:4-5a For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 

5
 But all their works 

they do for to be seen of men: 
 
What Y’shua said about them continued to be true when Paul wrote this letter to the Galatians. They wanted 
to throw the weight of having them learn & keep the Torah and getting circumcised upon the necks of 
Gentiles before they would be accepted as having had salvation, and thus accepted into the fellowship and 
brotherhood of Messiah. This is not Y’shua's yoke at all. 
 
Let's add these elements to the list of notable characteristics: 

• They were from Judea. (Acts 15:1)  
• They were  a "sect of the Pharisees" (Acts 15:5)  
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• They claimed to be Believers in Y’shua. (Acts 15:5)  
• They believed that one cannot have salvation unless they are first circumcised and/or keep the 

Torah. (Acts 15:1)  
• They were vigorous in their belief to the point that they would argue with Paul and Barnabas over it, 

and even approach the apostles and elders about it. (Acts 15:1,5)  
• They were actually "false brethren" (Gal 2:4)  
• They liked to sneak into the assemblies of true brethren to convert them to their own "good news" 

understanding of how to receive salvation. (Gal 2:4)  
• They didn't even keep the law themselves. (Gal 6:12-13)  
• They were interested in circumcising the Gentiles so that they could receive glory from men. (Gal 

6:12-13)  
• Their sect had a history of being focused on "man pleasing" and laying heavy burdens on people 

that they themselves wouldn't do. (Matt 23:4-5)  
 
So these Pharisees regarded it as their duty to go to the Gentile Believers in Y’shua and try to bring them 
over to "another gospel" which had their own way of receiving salvation. They apparently viewed the true 
Good News as "bad news" for the future of their sect and they wanted to try and pervert the true Good News 
with their doctrines.  
 
With this understanding of what these "false brethren" were all about, let's continue reading Galatians 2: 
 

Gal 2:6-10—But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no 
matter to me: Elohim accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed [to be somewhat] in 
conference added nothing to me: 7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the 
uncircumcision was committed unto me, as [the gospel] of the circumcision [was] unto Peter; 8 
(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was 
mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be 
pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hands of fellowship; that we [should go] unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 10 
Only [they would] that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.  

 
So Paul tells the Galatians that the apostles and elders added nothing to the Good News that Paul was 
proclaiming to the Gentiles. In fact, they had agreed to have Paul and Barnabas go to the Gentiles while they 
went to the Jews. However, Paul next reports that Peter and Barnabas got caught up in a form of hypocrisy: 
 

Gal 2:11-13 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was 
to be blamed. 12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but 
when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the 
circumcision. 13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas 
also was carried away with their dissimulation.  
 

Both "dissembled" and "dissimulation" in this context mean "hypocrisy" and are translated "hypocrisy" in 
most translations. But why was it hypocritical? And why was Paul bold enough to rebuke Peter, the man who 
walked with Y’shua for over 3 years?  
 
They had just had the council in Acts 15 and they had all come to Antioch to deliver the decision to the 
brethren (Acts 15:30-35). When all together at the council, Kepha/Peter and Barnabas both stood with Paul 
and agreed with the Good News they had been proclaiming. So for both of them to withdraw from keeping 
company with the Gentiles was quite hypocritical.  They were standing with the truth that Gentiles were to be 
accepted into the brotherhood and having the salvation of Acts 15, but in practice they were withdrawing and 
separating themselves from them out of concern for what those of "the circumcision" might say or do.  
 
Peter was especially at fault because he had walked with Y’shua for over 3 years and was chosen by YHWH 
to first bring the Good News to the Gentiles (Acts 10). At that time, he was willing to fellowship with the 
Gentiles and defended it in Acts 11. So here was a situation where some very important leaders were 
sinning and causing confusion among the Gentiles by their actions, which was contrary to the decision that 
was made beforehand. So Paul asks: 
 

Gal 2:14-15 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel... 
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(Again we see that the primary issue here is, "what is the true Gospel [Good News]?" Paul rebuked Peter for 
not walking uprightly according to the truth of the Good News.) 
 

Gal 2:14-15 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I 
said unto Peter before [them] all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and 
not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 15 We [who are] 
Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,  

 
Now there are some who like to interpret this as Paul, in essence saying, "If you are a Jew and have rightly 
abandoned the law (living like a Gentile), why do you compel the Gentiles to keep the law like a Jew by only 
eating with the Jews?" Due to this interpretation, it is commonly understood that this is a passage that 
supports the doctrine of the law being abolished. But verse 15 exposes the fallacy of this interpretation when 
Paul contrasts the Jews with Gentiles and identifies the Gentiles as being sinners.  
 
So while many think that Paul's statement of Peter "living after the manner of Gentiles" was a positive one, it 
is actually a negative one because in verse 15 Paul says we are not "sinners of the Gentiles"! In other 
words, Paul was saying, "Peter, how are you ever going to bring the Gentiles (sinners) into living a righteous 
life when you are acting like a sinner yourself?" This was a very convicting statement to Peter that exposed 
his hypocrisy.  
 
So rather than Paul's rebuke being proof that a Gentile should not keep the Torah, it was simply a rebuke 
that Peter himself was sinning (transgressing the law 1 John 3:4) when he chose to fear man over YHWH, 
pretending he was going along with a false gospel and play the hypocrite.  
 
This interpretation is further evidenced when we look into one of the alternative readings in older Greek 
manuscripts. Consider the comparison here: 
 

• The KJV reads: "why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?" 
• The Nestle-Aland Greek text (based on older manuscripts) reads: "How can you compel the 

Gentiles to live as do the Jews." 
 
So the question wasn't, "Why are you over there trying to get Gentiles (Torah breakers) to live like Jews 
(Torah keepers)? Don't you know the law is abolished?" The real question was, "How can you ever compel 
the Gentiles to keep the Torah (like Jews are supposed to) if you are a sinning yourself?" Both Greek texts 
are compatible with the latter understanding, but the Nestle-Aland text would contradict the common 
Christian interpretation of these verses.  
 
The True Good News Explained: 
Let's now look further into these verses to hear a declaration of the true Good News, something Peter was 
failing to be straightforward about: 
 

Gal 2:15-16 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 16 Knowing that a 
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Yahushua Messiah, even we have 
believed in Yahushua Messiah, that we might be justified by the faith of Messiah, and not by the 
works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  

 
In verse 15, notice that the words "who are" are in italics in the KJV. When a word is italicized in the KJV, it is 
to alert the reader that those words are not found in the original text. Commas are also not found in the 
Greek or Hebrew language. Therefore, what it should read is, "We, Jews by nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, know (Greek. perfect tense) that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in 
Y’shua." This solidifies the understanding that Paul is stating that righteous Jews, who know the truth, ought 
to know what is right and proclaim the right way to the Gentiles. Therefore, he was saying that "WE (Paul, 
Barnabas, Peter and all of them), Jews by nature" know very well that we are not justified (made 
righteous) by works of the law, but by faith in Y’shua.  
 
The word translated "Justified" in verse 15 (Gr #1344) simply means to be "declared righteous".  
 
It is a simple but important truth that none of us are able to be made righteous through the law of YHWH. 
The Torah of YHWH simply tells us what is right and wrong. It will not declare any of us to be righteous. To 
the contrary, it will declare that we have been unrighteous! None of us will be able to stand before YHWH 
on the Day of Judgment and say, "From birth until death, I kept Your law"! For this reason, we are 
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condemned unless we can somehow be declared righteous, even though we were not. We need a Saviour. 
We need to have Y’shua's righteousness applied to us in order for us to have salvation. Once we are clothed 
with His righteousness by faith, we have all the righteousness we need to be saved. 
 
When Peter refused to eat with the Gentiles, a people who were formerly idol worshipers and were still 
learning about the Torah, he was suggesting that they had not yet received salvation and were unworthy to 
sit with him at the table. By his example, he was suggesting that he agreed with those "of the circumcision" 
that the Gentiles needed to be circumcised and keep the Torah in order to be accepted by YHWH and 
accepted into the family of believers. But in Y’shua, all we need to do is repent (turn away from sin and 
toward righteousness) and YHWH will purify our hearts by faith, giving us the grace to learn His 
commandments (at a pace that we can bear) without fear of condemnation.  
 
Consider the differences in the two "gospels": 
  

Good News of 'the Circumcision' The True Good News 

Repent and accept Y’shua  
THEN 
Learn all of the Torah and obey it  
THEN 
Get circumcised  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Repent and accept Y’shua (Acts 2:38)  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

 
It was this "good news of the circumcision" that Paul spent a tremendous amount of time battling against. 
They truly believed that a person was only saved when they became a son of Abraham through circumcision. 
Why? The reality is that in Scripture, there is almost a ring of logic to it. The logic was that since circumcision 
was the sign of the covenant between YHWH and Abraham, which stated that He would give Abraham's 
descendants the land of Canaan, one needed to be circumcised in order to be a son of Abraham; and thus 
an inheritor of the land. Being an inheritor of the land was needed in order to receive all the promised 
blessings that came along with that covenant; namely, eternal life in that land. But there are number of 
reasons why this belief was wrong, and Paul discusses this in great detail in Galatians chapter 3. We will go 
over that later. 
 
Van Sittert, in an article for Calvary Academics, made the following statement as quoted below that 
according to the last part of verse 16, “that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works 
of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified”, that: 
 

“This seems to be quite a negative statement regarding the Torah, but the question is, was it 
translated correctly? There are two basic facts that must be taken into account according to 
Ariel Berkowitz.

438
 The first is the hermeneutical principle established by Acts 21:20ff, where we 

see that Paul lived Torah as well as encouraging others to do so. Secondly, to take into account 
the hermeneutical principle of the contexts, especially that of the whole book. Right through the 
Book of Galatians Paul makes it clear that justification does not come through the works of the 
law but only through faith in Y’shua HaMashiach.”

439
  

 
Berkowitz gives futher insight to clarify the issue: 
 

“Looking at the Greek of Galatians 2:16, we find that the definite article before the phrase 
“works of law” has been left out. It is not, as many English versions translate it, works of the law. 
If the translator adds the definite article, it helps the reader to assume that “the law” is a 
reference to the Torah. In fact, however, it is not. “Works of Law” is a phrase indicating a man – 
made system of works, of which performance – based acceptance is the core belief. Ergon 
nomou should be translated as “works of law”. Thus Galatians 2:16 should read: knowing that 
a man is not justified by works of law but through faith in Messiah Yeshua, even we have 

                                                      
438 Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, Torah Rediscoved, Pg 103 
439 JJ van Sittert, Carvary Academics, Article on New Testament Survey - Explaining Paul’s view regarding grace and the Torah 
according to the Book of Galatians 
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believed in Messiah Yeshua that we may be justified by faith in Messiah, and not by 
works of law; since by works of law shall no flesh be justified.”

440
 

 
Let's continue where we left off in chapter 2: 
 

Galatians 2:17-21 But if, while we seek to be justified by Messiah, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Messiah the minister of sin? Elohim forbid. For if I build again the things 
which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  

 
At this point, Paul is making a very interesting statement. He discusses a potential situation where a person 
who sought to be justified by Messiah, was instead found to be a sinner. But how could such a situation be 
possible? Isn't everyone who seeks to be justified by Messiah "declared righteous"? 
 
The answer to that is a flat "NO". Not everyone who seeks to be justified by Messiah is declared righteous. 
Y’shua said that Himself in Matthew 7: 
 

Mat 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Master, Master, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in 
that day, Master, Master, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

 
The ones Y’shua said He would condemn apparently thought that they were "justified by Messiah" and even 
claimed to do various miracles as a testimony that Y’shua was with them. But they were found sinners 
("Depart from me, ye that work iniquity"). So if one refuses to do the will of the Heavenly Father, they will 
not be declared righteous.  

• The word translated "iniquity" is Gr word #458, anomia. This word literally means, "illegality; i.e., 
violation of law" according to the Strong's Greek Lexicon.  

• The Thayer's Greek Lexicon says it means, "1) the condition of without law 1a) because ignorant of it 
1b) because of violating it 2) contempt and violation of law, iniquity, wickedness."  

 
The truth is that those claim to follow Y’shua, but want to continue to live a life of sin (transgressing the 
Torah) are in big trouble! We need to not be among them!  
 
Therefore, Messiah is not a minister of sin at all. As Paul said, "God forbid"! (Lit. May it not be!) 
 

Gal 2:17-21 But if, while we seek to be justified by Messiah, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Messiah the minister of sin? Elohim forbid 

 
Here are a couple of other places where Paul said this same phrase: 
 

Rom 6:15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God 
forbid. 
Rom 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

 
Paul was again saying, "God forbid" that we decide to continue in sin or even that we make the law void 
through faith. Rather, we establish the law (Gr word #2476, 'cause it to stand'). He is basically saying the 
same thing here in Galatians. Messiah is not a minister of sin (transgression of the law).  
 

1 John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law. 

 
So Paul says, if I choose to build again the things which I destroyed (sin), I make myself a transgressor. 
Read it again: 
 

Gal 2:17-21 But if, while we seek to be justified by Messiah, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Messiah the minister of sin? Elohim forbid. For if I build again the things 
which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  

                                                      
440 Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, Torah Rediscoved, Pg 114 
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[The word translated "transgressor" here (#3848) is found 5 times in the 'New Testament', and 
every single time it is used in reference to someone disobeying the Torah of YHWH given 
through Moses (Rom 2:25, 27; Gal 2:18; Jas 2:9, 11). But how was sin "destroyed" in us to 
begin with?]  
 
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto Elohim. I am crucified with 
Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Elohim, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  

 
Note that it says we are "dead to the law". Note that it does NOT say the law is dead to us! There is a 
huge difference. If we are dead to the Torah then we have fulfilled the requirement that the Torah demands: 
our death. The Torah demands that we die because at some point in our life we have broken that Torah. 
When we receive Y’shua, we become "dead to the law" because we are "crucified/impaled with Messiah". 
But we also "live to Elohim".  
 
What is being said here is that if one chooses to "build again the things which I destroyed" (sin) we make 
ourselves transgressors and are rebuilding the sin that was placed upon us before we "died to the law". 
Y’shua is not a minister of sin. He didn't die for us so that he could destroy our sins only so that we could go 
back to our former life of transgressing the Torah. He died for us so that the Torah's death requirement could 
be fulfilled in us if we become a part of His body which was put to death on the tree, but now "lives to 
Elohim"! Read the verse again with this understanding in mind, and it makes perfect sense: 
 

Gal 2:17-18 But if, while we seek to be justified by Messiah, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Messiah the minister of sin? Elohim forbid. For if I build again the things 
which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto Elohim. 

 
"For" in verses 19 and 20 indicate that the words to follow were the reasons why Y’shua is not a minister of 
sin. We are not to rebuild the things we destroyed (transgression of the Torah) and we died to the Torah so 
that we could "live to Elohim". It is no longer we who live, but it is "Messiah that liveth in us”.  
 

Gal 2:19-20 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto Elohim. I am 
crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Elohim, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.  

 
This being the case: 
 

1 John 2:4-6 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of Elohim perfected: 
hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to 
walk, even as he walked. 

 
If "Messiah liveth/abideth in us", then we will walk as He walked. How did He walk? He kept the Torah to 
absolute perfection. Because He kept the Torah to absolute perfection, He is the righteous one. His 
righteousness is what saves us when it is no longer we who live but Messiah who lives in us. Y’shua is not a 
minister of sin; He is a minister of deliverance from sin by saving us from death and living out the righteous 
commandments IN US that He kept while on the earth. Our obedience to the Torah/law of YHWH is the 
evidence that Y’shua lives in us.  
 
This is not to say that Y’shua demands that we instantly walk in perfection. He only requires that we turn 
away from sin, truly (from the heart) seeking to keep YHWH's commandments as we learn them at a pace 
that HE decides, not man. Ultimately, our righteousness comes from Y’shua the Messiah who gave His life 
for us.  
 

Verse 21 I do not frustrate the grace of Elohim: for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Messiah is dead in vain. 

 
If our righteousness (and thus, our salvation) were to come from Torah keeping, we could have been 
declared righteous without Messiah and He would’ve died for nothing. The "good news of the circumcision" 
taught that Believers in Y’shua are not saved until they learn and obey the Torah, and then get circumcised. 
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But the true "Good News" is that we are all saved the moment we choose to repent and have faith in 
Y’shua. And what good news that is! Our hearts are purified by faith the moment we repent and believe. It is 
just as Peter said in Acts 2:38: 

 
Acts 2:38-39 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Yahushua Messiah for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
Yahweh our Elohim shall call.  

 
We repent, and are baptized in Y’shua's name to represent the death of the old man and Y’shua living in us. 
The Spirit of YHWH then dwells within us, guiding us to all truth, guiding us day by day to higher levels of 
obedience, just as the prophet Ezekiel predicted this indwelling of His Spirit would do: 
 

Ezek 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 

 
Those who promoted the "gospel of the circumcision" believed circumcision and Torah obedience had to 
come first, and that's why they were shocked when the Spirit fell upon uncircumcised men: 
 

Acts 10:45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 
Still, there was a tendency for a circumcised person who is learned in the Torah to treat those who just came 
to Messiah differently, as if they had no salvation yet. This is not the true "Good News" and that is why this 
letter to Galatians was written.  
 
The "good news" isn't that we are forgiven and now are free to disobey YHWH's Torah. That's not good 
news at all. The "good news" isn't that we achieve salvation and forgiveness through Y’shua after we get 
circumcised and keep the Torah.  
 
The Good News is that YHWH receives us and is willing to save us the very moment we turn our hearts 
toward learning and following His ways of truth in the Torah and the rest of His word, receiving Y’shua the 
Messiah as our righteousness when we failed to be obedient toward it. The moment we decide to do that, we 
are received into the body of Messiah and are now sons and daughters of Elohim, children of Israel, through 
Y’shua the Son of the living Elohim, who, by the Spirit of YHWH, dwells within us. 
 

Gal 3:2, 5, 10-19, 21, 23-24 
2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? 
5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live 
by faith. 
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect. 
18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. 
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. 
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 
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24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith. 
 

This study is a continuation of the study on chapter 2. If you have not read the study chapter 2, please read it 
before reading this study. Otherwise, the points made here may not make any sense to you. 
 
The words in Galatians 3 were written to explain, from the Old Covenant Scriptures, why circumcision and 
Torah keeping are not prerequisites to receiving salvation. Paul demonstrates very clearly why we 
receive salvation through Y’shua the Messiah and why all Gentiles are sons of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
through Him. 
 
Let's begin by quoting the end of chapter 2 to get a context of the first verses in chapter 3. 
 

Gal 2:20-21 I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Elohim, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of Elohim: for if righteousness come by the 
law, then Messiah is dead in vain. 

 
Looking at the context from which Paul was speaking, Paul is facing those who are presenting "another good 
news/gospel", the gospel of circumcision. The Gentiles were not accepted by those who were "of the 
circumcision" because they believed that even though the Gentiles received Y’shua, that was not good 
enough. They believed that the Gentiles were not sons of Abraham and they were not saved until they were 
first circumcised and kept the Torah. This unscriptural method of receiving salvation was a threat to Y’shua 
Himself. It was so dangerous that Paul said in the beginning of his letter: 
 

Gal 1:8-9 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

 
For if we choose to proclaim the Good News, the message we proclaim must be true. Otherwise, we are 
building a foundation on falsehood. Y’shua is the way, the truth and the life. The "good news of the 
circumcision" was a threat to being able to reach the rest of the world with salvation.  
 
All throughout the Scriptures, including the 'Old Testament', it is always the hearts of men that YHWH is most 
concerned about. Suppose there was a Gentile that lived 200 years before Messiah who came to the 
conviction that YHWH was the true Elohim and he repented of his ways. Then, as he learned more about 
YHWH's commandments, he began to make a sincere effort to walk in them. This being the case, at what 
point would such a man be received by YHWH? Would it be after he observed 5 commandments? Or would 
it be after he observed 10? Or might it be the observance of 613 commandments were necessary for him to 
achieve salvation? The truth is, YHWH knows the hearts of all men and can meet them where they are. This 
has always been true: 
 

Ezek 33:12 Therefore, thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness 
of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression: as for the wickedness of the 
wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; neither shall 
the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth. 

 
So the "good news of the circumcision" was not based on a correct understanding of how YHWH deals with 
mankind. It wasn't true in Paul's day, and it was never true at any point in history. YHWH sees the hearts of 
all men. It was prideful men who wanted to have their own little 'club' that turned the Good News of Y’shua 
into some kind of works-based salvation with circumcision being the 'hazing act' in order to be accepted into 
the club. This was a perversion of what YHWH intended His plan of salvation to be and what He intended 
circumcision to be. 
 
For review, let's examine again the characteristics of those who were proclaiming this "good news of the 
circumcision": 

• They were from Judea. (Acts 15:1)  
• They were a "sect of the Pharisees" (Acts 15:5)  
• They claimed to be believers in Y’shua. (Acts 15:5)  
• They believed that one cannot have salvation unless they are first circumcised and/or keep the 

Torah. (Acts 15:1)  
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• They were vigorous in their belief to the point that they would argue with Paul and Barnabas over it, 
and even approach the apostles and elders about it. (Acts 15:1,5)  

• They were actually "false brethren". (Gal 2:4)  
• They liked to sneak into the assemblies of true brethren to convert them to their own "good news" 

understanding of how to receive salvation. (Gal 2:4)  
• They didn't even keep the Torah themselves. (Gal 6:12-13)  
• They were interested in circumcising the Gentiles so that they could receive glory from men. (Gal 

6:12-13)  
• Their sect had a history of being focused on "man pleasing" and laying heavy burdens on people 

that they themselves wouldn't do. (Matt 23:4-5)  
 
With this in mind, let's continue to Galatians 3: 
 

Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 
whose eyes Yahushua the Messiah hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2 This 
only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? 

 
The Gentiles, who turned their lives over to YHWH, didn't receive the Holy Spirit because they had been 
keeping the Torah. They received the Holy Spirit because they repented and accepted Y’shua the Messiah. 
In response to the false 'good news of the circumcision', Paul was reminding them that the Spirit was given 
as evidence of their immediate salvation. Peter, also, had been shown this truth:  
   

Acts 10:44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word. 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

 
YHWH's plan of instant recognition of the Gentiles' salvation was something very difficult for many Jews to 
accept. It was so ingrained in their culture that a Gentile couldn't just come to YHWH and be accepted the 
same as a natural Jew without going through a long process. But YHWH showed that He accepted them 
when He poured out His Spirit on the Gentiles the moment they believed, thereby demonstrating that their 
sins were forgiven by faith, not by circumcision and Torah/law keeping. So Paul pointed out that they 
received the Spirit by the hearing of faith, not because they had kept the Torah (they hadn't).   
 

Gal 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 
 
In this verse, it is believed by some that anyone attempting to be obedient to YHWH's Torah is seeking to "be 
made perfect by the flesh". But would doing something like honouring your parents be an attempt to "be 
made perfect by the flesh"? Certainly not, but submitting to the 'good news of the circumcision' certainly 
would be.   
 
Nevertheless, let's examine the Greek word translated "made perfect" in this verse. It is Strong's word #2005 
and it means "to fulfill further (or completely); i.e., execute; by implication, to terminate, undergo" or in the 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon, "to bring to an end, accomplish, perfect, execute, complete". Young's Literal 
translation reads: 
 

Gal 3:3 so thoughtless are ye! having begun in the Spirit, now in the flesh do ye end? 
 
Since the Gentiles had already received the Holy Spirit as evidence of their salvation, it was senseless for 
them to convert to the good news of 'the circumcision' which would have actually resulted in their 
condemnation rather than salvation. For if we require Torah obedience as a prerequisite to salvation, none of 
us would be found faultless before the throne of YHWH on the Day of Judgment. We would be relying on the 
Adam man (self) and his abilities in the flesh to obey the Torah to achieve salvation rather than trusting in 
what Y’shua has already done for us. Thus, our end would be "in the flesh" rather than "in the Spirit". Anyone 
relying on their perfection in the flesh as one of the prerequisites to salvation will find that their own 
righteousness will not save them in the Day of Judgment. 
 
The Jews of that time period taught that you were not a child of Abraham and therefore 'not Israel' until you 
were circumcised. They believed that one couldn't receive Israel's promises unless you 'became Israel' by 
being circumcised. Overall, they were putting too much of their faith in the fact that they were children of 
Abraham. But John the Baptist rebuked them for this:  
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Matt 3:7-9 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We 
have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that Yahweh is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. 

 
Thus, there was a tremendous amount of emphasis put on whether or not a person was a son of Abraham—
even to the point of someone getting puffed up and believing they didn't need to repent.   

Let's continue in Galatians 3: 
 
Gal 3:4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.5 He therefore that 
ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? 

 
Further proof that the context of Paul's words on this issue is the question of which "good news" is to be 
believed and what is necessary for salvation is what Paul says here in verse 4. If the Gentiles had received a 
false message of salvation from Paul and the other apostles, all the suffering they endured up to that point 
was in vain because they weren't even saved to begin with. Paul is making this very point when he asks 
them if they suffered persecution in vain. In verse 5, he also adds further evidence that YHWH has accepted 
them by bringing to remembrance the ministry of the Spirit which worked miracles among them even though 
they were uncircumcised and unlearned in the Torah. YHWH had purified their hearts by faith just as Peter 
said in Acts 15:  

Acts 15:8-11 And Elohim, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy 
Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye Elohim, to put a yoke upon the neck of the 
disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the 
grace of the Master Yahushua Messiah we shall be saved, even as they. 

 
So we are all saved by grace, not by this "good news of the circumcision" which was in contrast to the true 
Good News. Again, for review, compare the two side by side: 
 

Good News of 'the Circumcision' The True Good News 

Repent and accept Y’shua  
THEN 
Learn all of the Torah and obey it  
THEN 
Get circumcised  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Repent and accept Y’shua (Acts 2:38)  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Vain attempt to be "justified by the law"  "Justification by faith" in Y’shua  

Still "Under the law"  Humbly "Under grace"  

 
The true Good News is that we receive salvation when we repent and accept Y’shua as our righteousness. 
Those who lived before Y’shua's day were still saved by faith in YHWH's promises: 
 

Gal 3:6 Even as Abraham believed Yahweh, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
 
So even Abraham 'believed' YHWH and because of that belief he was declared righteous. He believed the 
promises, and his faith in YHWH was evidenced by his works when he demonstrated a willingness to offer 
his own son Isaac on the altar to YHWH:  
 

Heb 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten son, 

18
 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy 

seed be called: 
19
 Accounting that Elohim was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from 

whence also he received him in a figure. 
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And Y’shua said: 
 

John 8:56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 
 
And so Paul demonstrates that even Abraham was saved by faith. Those who are of faith are also 
considered to be children of Abraham:  
 

Gal 3:6 Even as Abraham believed Yahweh, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 7 
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 

 
If one has faith like Abraham, one is like Abraham. Therefore they are children of Abraham. Consider what 
Y’shua said to the Scribes and Pharisees on this same subject:  
 

John 8:37-39  I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath 
no place in you.38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have 
seen with your father.39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Yahushua 
saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

 
So Paul is in total agreement with what Y’shua had taught on this. Continuing in Galatians: 
 

Gal 3:8-9 And the scripture, foreseeing that Yahweh would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then 
they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  

In keeping with the theme of understanding the true "Good News," Paul begins to explain how the true 
"Good News" was preached all the way back in the 12th and 22nd chapter of Genesis.   
 

Gen 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

 
And again: 
 

Gen 22:11-14 And the angel of Yahweh called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest Elohim, seeing thou hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And Abraham called the name of that place 
Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of Yahweh it shall be seen. 

 
Because of this, YHWH said to Abraham: 
 

Gen 22:15-18 And the angel of Yahweh called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 
16
 

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith Yahweh, for because thou hast done this thing, and 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

 
Because Abraham did not withhold his only son, YHWH gave him the promises. We read earlier in Galatians 
3:8 that the "Good news" was preached to Abraham when he was given this promise. But how was the true 
"Good News" preached in this promise? And does the Torah play a role in the Good News at all? That's what 
Galatians 3 explains in detail, and it is actually quite awesome when fully understood! So let's continue: 
 

Gal 3:9-10 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 10 For as many as 
are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed [is] every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

 
Because of a misunderstanding of the Book of Galatians, there are a lot of people who believe that anyone 
attempting to obey YHWH's commandments are "under a curse". But if this was true, we would be cursed 
every time we tried to honour our parents. We would be cursed for refraining from adultery or even choosing  
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to worship YHWH alone. But the truth is that we are no more cursed for doing those things than we would be 
if we kept the Sabbath. So what does verse 10 actually mean?   
 
We see that he is comparing those "which be of faith" to those who are "of the works of the law". In this is the 
contrast of the two versions of the "Good News"—the 'good news of the circumcision' and the True Good 
News. The 'good news of the circumcision' says that we do not receive salvation through faith in Y’shua 
alone, but we receive salvation when learning/keeping the Torah and are circumcised.  
 
As we said earlier, if we require Torah obedience as a prerequisite to salvation, none of us would be found 
faultless before the throne of YHWH on the Day of Judgment. We would be relying on the Adam man (self) 
and his abilities in the flesh to obey the Torah, rather than trusting in what Y’shua has already done for us. 
Anyone attempting to trust in the Adam man for their righteousness is "of the works of the law" and is under 
a curse, because the Torah itself says "cursed is everyone" who has not done the things which were written 
in the Torah/law! Since none of us has done them, none of us will receive salvation by them. Anyone 
attempting to be declared righteous (justified) by them will find themselves condemned.  
 
Sadly though, today many think that we are under a curse if we seek to obey them. But this is not what it 
says. Paul is quoting from Deut 27:26 where it says: 
 

Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 

 
Does this Scripture say that those who do them are under a curse? Certainly not. It is saying those who DO 
NOT do them are under a curse! Paul is not saying that we should not do them. Paul is saying that no one 
should submit to the false 'good news of the circumcision' which actually places a person under a curse by 
trying to insert the works of the 'Adam man' into YHWH's plan for salvation. Anyone seeking to be justified 
(declared righteous) by the law is going to be condemned because they haven't kept the law; thus, they are 
cursed and not blessed with believing Abraham. So Paul says:  
 

Gal 3:9-11 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 10 For as many as 
are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 11 But that no 
man is justified by the law in the sight of Yahweh, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

 
No one is justified by the law because the law doesn't declare us righteous. It declares us to be unrighteous. 
Therefore, the "just" (one who is declared righteous) must live (have eternal life) by faith that YHWH has 
mercy and will forgive our sins. Let's look at the Scripture quoted here:  
 

Hab 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. 
 
One cannot live or be justified by trusting in his own righteousness. This Scripture says, "His soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him." To claim that we have our own righteousness is to be prideful. Here is how the  
New King James version translates this:  
 

Hab 2:4 (NKJV) "Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his 
faith. 

 
So just because a person claims to be "upright" does not mean he is. We cannot be justified before YHWH 
by our claims of righteousness because all men have sinned at some point in their life. We are left with no 
choice but to "live" (have eternal life) by faith!  We must come to YHWH and trust in Him to forgive us of our 
sins and make us righteous through Y’shua the Messiah if we expect to have any hope whatsoever. Any 
other claim to righteousness is pure pride! The 'good news of the circumcision' minimized the sufficiency of 
our righteousness in Y’shua.   
 

Gal 3:11-12 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of Yahweh, it is evident: for, The 
just shall live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them. 

 
This is once again a quote from the Torah. Let's examine it:  
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Lev 18:5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall 
live in them: I am Yahweh 

 
If a man has done the Torah, he will certainly LIVE and have eternal life. This man would be justified by the 
law. But NO MAN has ever done this except Y’shua the Messiah. Therefore no man can LIVE or have 
salvation because they kept them. We all must rely on Y’shua! We cannot rely on our own obedience to the 
law to save us.  
 

Gal 3:13 The Messiah hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed [is] every one that hangeth on a tree: 

 
Is the law a curse? Some would love to quote this verse to you to tell you that. But as we learned earlier, it 
isn't those who KEEP the law that are under the curse, but those who have BROKEN it. Y’shua redeemed us 
from the curse that came when we disobeyed the law, For He was cursed for us by being hung on the tree.  
 

Deut 21:22-23 And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, 
and thou hang him on a tree: 23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of Elohim;) that thy land be 
not defiled, which the Yahweh thy Elohim giveth thee for an inheritance. 

 
Y’shua was hanged on a tree, yet He committed no sins. It was for our iniquities and our transgressions that 
He was put to death, just as the prophets foretold:  
 

Isaiah 53:5-6 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and Yahweh hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 

 
We have committed sins (transgressions of the law, 1 John 3:4) that are worthy of death (the wages of sin IS 
death, Rom 6:23). Y’shua has redeemed us from this curse by becoming a curse for us when YHWH laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all. So for anyone to claim that they have salvation because they have obeyed the 
Torah commandments, they cannot be speaking the truth. None of us has obeyed them, so none of us will 
live (have eternal life) by them. Anyone saying that you aren't saved unless you are first circumcised and 
keep the law is seeking salvation by his own works and is under a curse. Such a one has not submitted to 
the truth that Y’shua's righteousness is sufficient to bring a sinner the cleansing he needs to be a child of 
Abraham: 
 

Gal 3:13-14 The Messiah hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed [is] every one that hangeth on a tree: 14 That the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Yahushua the Messiah; that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 
We see this promise fulfilled when we saw how the Gentiles received the Spirit in Acts 10. So now the 
blessing of Abraham (eternal life in the Promised Land) would also come to the Gentiles when they receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith. The Spirit of YHWH was poured out on the Gentiles when He purified 
their hearts by faith in Acts 10 and other Scriptures, proving that He had accepted them in their 
uncircumcised state when they believed in Y’shua. For Jews to refuse fellowship with Gentiles (Galatians 2, 
Acts 11, 15) until they were circumcised and kept the law was hypocritical, was a misrepresentation of the 
true Good News, and denied the power of Y’shua's blood as being sufficient to cleanse us of all 
unrighteousness.   
 
Next, Paul begins to explain how the Good News was preached to Abraham in the Genesis 12 & 22 
promises, and how that applies to us today as well: 
 

Gal 3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it 
be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

 
Even in covenants of men, no one can take away or add to that covenant. Therefore, the same is true of 
YHWH's covenants.  
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Gal 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is the Messiah. 

 
Notice carefully that Paul makes an important point regarding Genesis 22. YHWH did NOT mean "To seeds" 
(all descendants of Abraham) but rather "To his SEED" (Y’shua the Messiah). Thus, the promise is made to 
two people: Abraham and Y’shua. For "He saith not, And to seeds, as of many".   
 
Not everyone is going to inherit the land promised to Abraham. The wicked among the literal children of 
Israel will not inherit it. The wicked among the Gentiles will not inherit it. Only the righteous will inherit the 
land. In order for one to be righteous, they need to be a part of the body of Messiah, the "Seed" to whom the 
promises are made. Thus, YHWH said to Abraham:  
 

Gen 12:3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
Gen 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 
obeyed my voice. 

 
So, not only are the promises made to Abraham and to Messiah, but YHWH also promised a blessing to all 
the nations and families of the earth (Yes, Gentiles!) through Abraham and through his Seed, the 
Messiah. That blessing is eternal life in the Promised Land. Thus, the following promise in Genesis is fulfilled 
in Him: 
 

Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 
We know that Y’shua bruised the head of the serpent, but not without a wound Himself. YHWH chose to 
bring this Seed (the Messiah) through a son of Abraham, and then later narrowed it down to a son of David, 
and then through Mary, the prophetic woman who brought forth the Seed that would destroy the work of the 
enemy; namely, sin and death.  
 

1 John 3:8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of Elohim was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

 
Let's continue in Galatians 3: 
 

Gal 3:16-17 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Messiah. And this I say, that the 
covenant, that was confirmed before of Elohim in Messiah, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. 

 
Now here is where it can get very confusing if we did not understand the previous points and the context in 
which they were given. The 'good news of the circumcision' sought to involve the necessity of circumcision 
and Torah/law keeping as a prerequisite to receiving salvation (forgiveness of sin and eternal life in the 
Promised Land) and being accepted into full fellowship. But Paul is making the point that there is nothing 
written later on in the Torah that can disannul the promise given to Abraham and to His seed. If we are in 
Y’shua, we have everything we need! The additional requirements which the 'good news of the circumcision' 
sought to involve were attempts to disannul the Abrahamic covenant or add to it. So Paul said:  
 

Gal 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but Elohim gave it to 
Abraham by promise. 

 
So if the inheritance (eternal life in the Promised Land) comes from YHWH's law, then it is no longer a 
promise but something conditional upon our own perfection. If it were conditional upon our own ability to 
obey the Torah, none of us would make it. Therefore, we need the promise. It is this promise to Abraham 
and to his Seed (Y’shua) which is actually the "Good news" that we need. It is that "Good News" that was 
preached to Abraham:  
 

Gal 3:8-9 And the scripture, foreseeing that Yahweh would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

9 
So 

then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  
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We need to be as faithful Abraham who believed the "Good News" and we need to be the Seed of Abraham 
(Messiah) in order to be blessed with the inheritance. It is no longer we who live; it is Y’shua the Seed of 
Abraham who lives in us. This is the simple plan of salvation that YHWH first mentioned in Gen 3:15, right 
after the first sin was committed that further revealed by YHWH's promise to Abraham and to his Seed; and 
even further revealed by the righteousness found in the Torah, YHWH's promise to David and the words of 
the prophets.  
 
So where does the law of YHWH actually fit in all of this? Paul was glad we asked...  
 

Gal 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. 

 
Now if we hadn't paid any attention to the previous verses, we might get the impression that the law was just 
a temporary thing until Y’shua came. But since we have been going over this very carefully, we will 
understand what is truly meant here in verse 19.  
 
Firstly, notice that it says that the law was added 'because of transgressions'. It needed to be established 
that YHWH has a righteous standard that He wants everyone to live by. If YHWH had not given the 
Torah/law, there would have been no transgression from which one needed to be redeemed through Y’shua 
the Messiah:  
 

Rom 4:15b for where no law is, there is no transgression. 
 
Now notice that it says that it was added, "till the seed should come to whom the promise was made". But to 
whom was the promise made? We know the answer: 
 

Gal 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Messiah. 

 
The promise was made to Abraham and to the Messiah Y’shua, his Seed.  
 
But how is it that Seed should come to Abraham and Himself? Oh, but this is the beauty of the Good News! 
We ARE the body of the Messiah. It is no longer we who live but Messiah who lives in us. The day will come 
when Y’shua will return to gather each of us (His body) together with Abraham, and at that time we will have 
no need of the Torah because we will no longer have sin within us.  
 

1 Tim 1:9-10 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, For whoremongers, for them that defile 
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 

 
Are there such men on the earth today? Certainly, and sometimes those who are in the body of Messiah fail 
to cleave to sound doctrine. Therefore, the need for the law of YHWH to instruct us is still here any time we 
might fall short of righteousness.  
 
Suppose, for a moment, you had the responsibility to supervise a room of 30 children for a day. On the first 
day you supervised them, all of the children were loving, obedient and never needed a bit of correction. In 
such a condition there would be no need for laws, commandments and ordinances to keep the children from 
doing wrong.  
 
Now suppose that on the second day you supervised them, there were some major problems where the 
children were starting to get selfish and were fighting with one another. You would then need to set up 
"ground rules" (i.e., commandments, ordinances, statutes, laws) for the children to follow so that they would 
learn to walk in love rather than hate.  
 
The same is true of our Heavenly Father. If we were walking in love, He would have no need to give us 
commandments, ordinances and laws to keep us from doing wrong things to Him and wrong things to one 
another. But since we have an inclination to do evil and be selfish, the Torah/law of YHWH was given so that 
we would see that we have sinned against Him and against one another. When the day comes that we no  
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longer have the inclination to do evil, we will have no need of the Torah. But as long as there are lawless and 
disobedient sinners, unholy and profane men, liars, or any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine—the 
Torah/law is necessary to provide instruction in righteousness: 
 

2 Tim 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of Elohim, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of Elohim may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
With these principles in mind, the correct understanding of Gal 3:19 comes to light: 
 

Gal 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. 

 
The simple truth is that the earth was full of disobedient children who needed instruction in righteousness, 
but in our case also needed redemption from sin. If no law had been given, YHWH's righteous standard 
would have been unknown and none of us would have realized that we need to repent and be forgiven for 
anything. YHWH had to show everyone what His will is, what His way of Righteousness is so that when 
Y’shua would come, we would all realize we are sinners. 
 
Continuing in Galatians: 
 

Gal 3:20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but Elohim is one. 
 
The vagueness of this verse has resulted in much perplexity among various commentators. We must be 
humble enough to join them in saying we are not 100% sure what Paul exactly intended to say here with so 
few words, but it is at least safe to conclude that there is nothing here that has anything to do with the idea 
that we are free to defiantly disobey YHWH's law now.  
 

Gal 3:21 Is the law then against the promises of Elohim? Elohim forbid: for if there had been a 
law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 

 
If the law was able to give us righteousness and eternal life, it would have been against the promises of 
YHWH which, as we discussed, involved the Seed (the Messiah); bringing us the blessing rather than the 
law. The law itself does not deliver the promise of life, but only points out what our sins actually are so that 
we will receive the promise of the inheritance by faith in Y’shua:  
 

Gal 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Yahushua 
Messiah might be given to them that believe. 

 
Were it not for the Torah, we would not have recognized our sin and we would have not sought to receive the 
promise by faith in Y’shua. So the Torah has an important role in us receiving the promise, but the Torah 
itself does not give us the promise. The Torah does promise life to those who do the things which were 
written within it, but none of us have done the things which are written within it! Only Y’shua has done it. 
Therefore we need to be a part of Him, and we need to abide in Him in order for us to receive the promise. 
The promise is to Him, and He is the Way, the Truth and the Life… no man comes to the Father except 
through Him. Of course, as we discussed in the Galatians 2 study, those who abide in Him will want to walk 
as He walked...keeping the Torah.   
 

1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 
 
But it is faith and salvation that comes first, not Torah-observance. Otherwise, we are ALL condemned. 
Continuing in Galatians 3: 
 

Gal 3:23-24 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Messiah, that we might be justified by faith. 

 
Before we believed, the Torah/law kept us under guard as a schoolmaster to teach us that we needed 
salvation and redemption. It confined us all under sin, kept until the promise by faith in Y’shua would be 
revealed to us. Its purpose is to bring us to Y’shua so that we can be declared righteous by faith.   
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Today, if we chose to put ourselves under the law, we would be condemned. But if we humbly admitted that 
we needed YHWH's Grace and chose to believe in the promise of justification by faith in Y’shua, we would 
be a part of His body and He would dwell in us so that we can receive the promise of eternal life. 
 

Gal 3:25-27 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all 
the children of Elohim by faith in Messiah Yahushua. 

27
 For as many of you as have been 

baptized into Messiah have put on Messiah. 
 
If we were still under the schoolmaster/law, we would still be looking for the way to get out of the confinement 
of sin. But we consider ourselves children of Elohim by faith in Y’shua, who is a Child of the living Elohim. 
We were baptized into Messiah and have put on Messiah. It is no longer we who live; it is Messiah who lives 
in us.  
 
This being the case, we are no longer under the law/tutor which had the intent of bringing us to Y’shua 
through confining/concluding us all under sin. But of course, this does not mean that we can continue in sin 
so that grace may abound: 
 

Rom 6:15-16 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? 
Elohim forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

 
Rom 6:1-6 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? Elohim 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Yahushua Messiah were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Messiah was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 
Paul never taught that being under Grace was a license to continue breaking YHWH's law. This is another 
perversion—the modern "good news" that is often proclaimed today. Rather, the fact that we are now the 
Body of Messiah should demonstrate that we are to live as He did, walk as He walked and love as He loved. 
He kept the Torah perfectly, and it is He who now lives in us. Our choice to turn away from Torah breaking 
and receive Him for our salvation is evidence that He lives in us.  
 
The problem with the Galatians is that they had it backwards. You don't seek obedience to the law through 
human effort and then receive salvation; you receive salvation through Y’shua's indwelling Spirit so that you 
have the power to walk in obedience!  
 
The 'good news of the circumcision' was a false doctrine that created division within the body of Messiah, 
with the Gentiles being like second-class citizens who needed more than Y’shua's righteousness to be 
considered worthy of full fellowship.  
 
In Galatians 3, Paul's purpose is to demonstrate quite clearly one principle that exposes the 'good news of 
the circumcision' as a false doctrine that was never true: Salvation is not of the law, it is of promise. 
Therefore, we don't need circumcision to be a son of Abraham; we need Y’shua the Messiah, the Seed of 
Abraham dwelling in us! 
 

Gal 3:27-29 For as many of you as have been baptized into Messiah have put on Messiah.  
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Messiah Yahushua. And if ye be Messiah's, then are ye Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 

 
HalleluYah, for in YHWH's eyes we are all Abraham's Seed through Y’shua. It is through YHWH's promise to 
Abraham that this is so. Not through circumcision, not through our own righteousness...only through Y’shua 
and His Sonship, His righteousness, His indwelling Spirit. We are Israelites, indeed, through Y’shua who 
dwells in us. Because of this, we are no longer strangers, but heirs: 
 

Eph 2:8-13 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
Elohim: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 
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Messiah Yahushua unto good works, which Elohim hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that 
time ye were without Messiah, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without Elohim in the world: But now in 
Messiah Yahushua ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Messiah. 

 
Indeed, many of us in time past were Gentiles in the flesh, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise. But through the Good News of Y’shua the Messiah, we are no 
longer Gentiles; but we are sons of Abraham, made nigh to the covenants of promise, joint heirs 
according to the promise, being one new man: Y’shua the Messiah living in each one of us.  
 
Therefore, we have much to be thankful for. Let's allow Him to live in each of us in such a way that others 
recognize the Torah-observant Saviour and want the peace and reconciliation with YHWH that we have 
received through Him: cleaving to His promises, heeding His word, loving YHWH with all our hearts, and 
loving one another as He so loved us. That's what Y’shua is all about, and that's what the Torah is all about. 
Fellow children of Israel, follow His example! Let no one tell you any differently.  

 
Gal 4:4-5, 21  
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, 
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

This study is a continuation of the study in chapters 2 and 3. If you have not read the previous studies which 
go over chapters 2 and 3, verse by verse, please read them before reading this study. Otherwise, the points 
made here may not make any sense to you.  
 
We left off in Galatians 3 with a very important conclusion:  
 

Gal 3:26-29 For ye are all the children of Elohim by faith in Messiah Yahushua. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Messiah have put on Messiah. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Messiah 
Yahushua. And if ye be Messiah's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.  

 
The blessing of this is that each of us becomes children of Elohim, the seed of Abraham by Y’shua the 
Messiah. All of us are now one in the Messiah Y’shua. It was not circumcision or the 'good news of the 
circumcision' that made this possible; it was the blood of Y’shua. Continuing in this thought, Paul next says:   
 

Gal 4:1-3  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be master of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father.  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  

 
During the time period in which Paul was speaking, the common practice was to appoint a caretaker to watch 
over a child until he was of a certain age. Paul is using this cultural practice as an illustration of the role of 
YHWH's law in our lives. Rather than functioning as a means by which we are able to receive YHWH's 
promise of eternal life, the law of YHWH simply shows us what sin is and reveals our own bondage to it.  
 
In the case of the Galatians, it was their idolatry and other pagan practices that was exposed as worthy of 
condemnation. The Torah/law of YHWH teaches us that we need our Heavenly Father's mercy upon us if we 
ever want to hope for eternal life. The way we receive that mercy is through Y’shua's righteousness being 
placed upon us:  
 

Gal 4:4-5 But when the fulness of the time was come, Elohim sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.  

 
Note that Y’shua was under the law even as we were. There are some who believe that the phrase "under 
the law" is a metaphor for a person committing a sin. But this isn't true because Y’shua was born under the 
law but did not commit sin. Y’shua was born under the law and kept the law to absolute perfection. For this 
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reason, He is the Righteous One who is able to redeem those who were under the law but condemned as 
sinners, held in bondage to the elements of the world. 
 

Gal 4:6-7 And because ye are sons, Elohim hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 
of Elohim through Messiah.  

 
In His love and mercy, YHWH redeemed us (bought us off the slave market) and caused us to be adopted 
into His family, making us sons of Elohim. This was made possible because Y’shua died for us. When He 
died for us and rose again, our Adam man participated with Him in that death and we were made a new 
creation: 
 

Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Elohim, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 

 
So we were made sons of Elohim rather than mere servants or children who were held under the bondage of 
sin. Of course, now that we are made free, this does not mean that we should continue in sin: 
 

1 Cor 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify Elohim in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are Elohim's. 

 
Rom 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? Elohim 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

So again, we "live to Elohim" as Paul said in Galatians 2. We don't rebuild that sin again that was destroyed 
or we'll become transgressors once more. But apparently, the Galatians had a problem with this very thing: 
 

Gal 4:8-11 Howbeit then, when ye knew not Elohim, ye did service unto them which by nature 
are no elohim. But now, after that ye have known Elohim, or rather are known of Elohim, how 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  
Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed 
upon you labour in vain.  

 
Many believe that the "days, and months, and times, and years" are in reference to the Sabbath and feast 
day gatherings that YHWH commanded in the Torah/law. They claim that any observance of such things are 
an attempt to "earn our salvation" rather than trusting in the blood of Y’shua to be our cleansing.  
 
Paul is not specific about what "days, and months, and times, and years" he is referring to. A nominal 
Christian might say that Paul is condemning the observance of any day, month time or year. But even if this 
were the case, it would actually condemn the nominal Christian because going to church on Sunday would 
be an observance of a day. And certainly the observance of Christmas and Easter festivals would fall under 
that as well.  
 
But is Paul speaking of YHWH's commanded observances of the weekly Sabbath, Passover, Pentecost and 
other such holy days? If so, Paul is condemning himself because he was a feast keeper: 
 

Acts 18:20-21 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not; 21 - But 
bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: 
but I will return again unto you, if YAHWEH will. And he sailed from Ephesus.  

 
Paul said that he was looking forward to keeping the feast in Jerusalem. So if we understand the feast days 
to be the "weak and beggarly elements" that bring us into bondage, this would contradict Paul's own 
practice. In fact, Paul said:  
 

Acts 25:8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against 
the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all. 

 
So was Paul bringing himself into bondage? Was he observing the very "weak and beggarly elements" that 
he told the Galatians not to observe? Was Paul a hypocrite? The answer to all of these questions would 
have to be "yes" if we understood the keeping of these commands in the Torah to be "weak and beggarly".  
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So what was Paul talking about? Let's read it again more carefully. Remember that the Galatians were 
formerly idol worshipers: 
 

Gal 4:8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not Elohim, ye did service unto them which by nature are 
no elohim. 

 
Having been idol worshipers, there was no feast keeping to "turn ye again" to. They did not formerly keep the 
feast days and Sabbath.  
 

Gal 4:9 But now, after that ye have known Elohim, or rather are known of Elohim, how turn ye 
again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 

 
The elements here were the "elements of the world" that they were formerly in bondage to, as he previously 
said: 
 

Gal 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:  
 
Since the Galatians were formerly idol worshipers, the observances that they "turn again" to would be 
observances that were found in idolatry. They were not formerly a Torah-observant people but "did service 
unto them which by nature are no Elohim". It isn't the keeping of the Torah/law that results in bondage. It's 
transgressing the law that is sin and bondage. Otherwise, Y’shua Himself was in bondage because He 
was born under the law and kept it without fault. 
 
At this point, Paul must have been very frustrated, because not only were the Galatians looking to "another 
gospel/good news" for assurance of salvation, but they were also holding onto former things that they were 
supposed to be turned away from. No wonder he said: 
 

Gal 4:11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.  
 
Even more evidence that Paul wasn't condemning them for keeping the feast days and Sabbath was his next 
statement: 
 

Gal 4:12 Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all.  
 
Since Paul himself kept the feast, he would be again contradicting himself in saying "be as I am" if the 
"days/months/times/years" were referring to the feast days. He wants them to be as he is, for he considers 
himself to be like them--redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, saved by grace through faith--not through any 
work of men but by the righteousness of Y’shua the Messiah. 
 

Paul next makes the point that their wayward ways are not a personal hurt to him ("ye have not injured me at 
all"), even though he toiled and laboured for them through infirmities: 

 

Gal 4:13-15 Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the 
first. And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me 
as an angel of Elohim, even as Messiah Yahushua. 

 
Where is then the blessedness ye spake 

of? for I bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, 
and have given them to me.  

 

The specific infirmity that Paul speaks of is quite possibly poor eyesight (compare this to Gal 6:11), but it is 
not certain. What is certain is that he suffered many afflictions while he proclaimed the good news, and the 
Galatians received the good news with joy and thanksgiving in spite of the afflictions.   
 

Gal 4:16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?  
 

Those who were false teachers among them were apparently speaking against him so he brings to 
remembrance the blessedness and love they all had for one another, and reminds them that he isn't their 
enemy--but only wants to bring them the truth. There was a tremendous amount of peer pressure being 
placed on them from all sides, and they were caving into believing a false way of salvation:  
 

Gal 4:17 They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might 
affect them.  

 

This is a somewhat confusing statement in the KJV. It may help to read the New King James in this instance: 
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Gal 4:17 They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may 
be zealous for them. 

 

They were being manipulated by others who used exclusion and peer pressure to get them to conform. One 
example of that is back in chapter 2 when some of the Jews refused to eat at the same table as the 
Gentiles.  
 

Gal 4:18-20 But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I 
am present with you. My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Messiah be formed in 
you, I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of 
you. Zeal is good, but it must be according to truth.  

 

Next, Paul begins to use an allegory in order to demonstrate the truth of the good news. Many believe that 
this allegory proves that we should not be obedient to the law of YHWH, but once again we will demonstrate 
this to be a false belief.  
 

First of all, remember what it really means to be "under the law". It means to submit to the 'good news of the 
circumcision' which is contrasted with the true Good News as follows: 
 

Good News of 'the Circumcision' The True Good News 

Repent and accept Y’shua  
THEN 
Learn all of the Torah and obey it  
THEN 
Get circumcised  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Repent and accept Y’shua (Acts 2:38)  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Vain attempt to be "justified by the law"  "Justification by faith" in Y’shua  

Still "Under the law"  Humbly "Under grace"  

 
With this in mind, let's continue to read Galatians 4: 
 

Gal 4:21-23 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, 
that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. But he who was 
of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.  

 
Once again, Paul appeals to the Book of Genesis to demonstrate an eternal truth. Remember that YHWH 
promised Abraham he would have a son in his old age even though he never had any children. After this 
promise was made to Abraham, both Abraham and Sarah thought that the promised son would not literally 
come through Sarah's womb, but through her handmaid/bondwoman (Hagar) on behalf of Sarah. The son 
that was born through Hagar was Ishmael.  
 
Ishmael is called one who was 'born after the flesh' because he was brought about in a way that was 
contrary to YHWH's promise, being the son of a bondwoman (slave). YHWH was actually going to fulfill his 
promise by miraculously allowing Sarah to have a son (Isaac) well past child-bearing years. Thus, the 
promise was going to be fulfilled by a work of YHWH rather than a work of men. This becomes a perfect 
illustration of the difference between one receiving YHWH's promise of salvation by a work of YHWH and 
another trying to receive YHWH's promise of salvation by a work of men: 
 

Gal 4:24-25 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the 
mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  

 
So why is Jerusalem and her children compared to Hagar and her children? Jerusalem as a whole were (like 
Abraham) attempting to receive the promise through human effort, coming up with their own idea of how 
YHWH would fulfill his promises rather than letting Yahweh fulfill them Himself. The inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were trying to bring about the promises of eternal life through their own works rather than through works of 
YHWH through the Messiah, who brings all of us the righteousness we need to have eternal life.  
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Any effort to use the Sinai covenant as a means of salvation will ultimately fail to deliver a man from the 
bondage of sin—for none of us have kept the law. None of us will receive the promises of YHWH through 
human effort. It takes a work of YHWH for any of us to have salvation.  
 

Gal 4:26-28 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, 
Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the 
desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isaac 
was, are the children of promise.  

 
Those who cleave to the understanding that we receive the promise of eternal life through the work of YHWH 
are likened to Isaac, the son of a freewoman. We are the children of Promise because we have become the 
seed of Abraham through Y’shua the Messiah who lives in us—rather than through our own human effort of 
circumcision or Torah/law keeping.  
 

Gal 4:29-31 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and 
her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 
 

The bondwoman was ultimately cast out of Abraham's household because of the persecutions (Genesis 21) 
and was not allowed to be an heir with the freewoman. For this reason, it is important to submit to the true 
Good News of salvation rather than the false 'good news of the circumcision' which states that we do not 
receive salvation until we keep the law and get circumcised. 
 

Gal 5:3-4, 14, 18, 23 
3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 
4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. 
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 
Gal 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Messiah has made us free, and do not be 
entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 

 
The yoke of bondage is, as we discussed in previous chapters, the 'good news of the circumcision.' As we 
discussed, Peter agreed with this in Acts 15:10-11. See the previous chapter discussions for more 
information. 

Circumcision: 

At this point, Paul begins to make some important statements about circumcision and its role in the true 
'Good News'. In short, circumcision is not part of the Good News of Y’shua, in the sense that can we still 
receive salvation—whether we are circumcised or uncircumcised. Let's continue in Galatians 5: 
 

Gal 5:2-5 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Messiah will profit you 
nothing. And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 
the whole law. You have become estranged from Messiah, you who attempt to be justified by 
law; you have fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith. 

 
One of the most important things to remember when reading the book of Galatians is that he is speaking to a 
certain group of people. In this case, he is speaking to the Galatians who were about to fall prey to a false 
'good news'. As is evidenced by Paul's statements, "You have become estranged from Messiah, you who 
attempt to be justified by law" and "For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by 
faith", the subject matter at hand is whether or not circumcision is a part of the true Good News that brings 
salvation.  
 
Paul was NOT against circumcision if done for the right reasons. Proof of this is found in Paul's own example 
and practice, once again: 
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Acts 16:1-3 Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named 
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a 
Greek: Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. Him would Paul 
have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those 
quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek. 
 

In light of the common interpretation of Galatians 5, Paul was doing the very thing that most people think 
Paul was telling the Galatians not to do! Was he circumcising Timothy so that "Messiah could profit him 
nothing" and that he would become "estranged from Messiah"?  
 

Gal 5:3-4 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 
the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Messiah, you who [attempt] [to] be justified 
by law; you have fallen from grace.  

 
Why did Paul tell the Galatians that they would be "fallen from grace", "estranged from Messiah", and 
"Messiah would profit them nothing" if they were to become circumcised because of Jewish pressures; but 
then circumcise Timothy "because of the Jews"? Was Paul a hypocrite? Certainly not, but he would be if you 
went along with the common interpretation of Galatians. He was on one hand trying to tell the Gentiles of 
Galatia to not give into Jewish pressures; but then by most interpreters he gave into Jewish pressures 
himself in Acts 16:1-3. What is really going on here? 
 
The truth is that Paul was not against circumcision. He was against the false doctrines found in the "good 
news of the circumcision" which was a perversion of the true "Good News" that YHWH desires to proclaim.  
 
Timothy's father was a Greek. This means that Timothy would not be of Jewish heritage because in Scripture 
a person's lineage follows the father’s line. Today, Orthodox Jews believe it follows the mother's lineage; but 
it is not certain if this was the practice in the First Century. But even as the son of a Gentile, Timothy was 
raised in the Scriptures by his Jewish mother Eunice (2 Tim 1:5, 3:15), was "well reported of by the brethren" 
according to Acts 16:2, and was ready in his heart to be circumcised.  
 
Now there is no record of Paul ever circumcising anyone other than Timothy. But we see that in Acts 16:3, 
Paul decided to take it upon himself to circumcise Timothy. Why did Paul want to do the actual act of 
circumcision here? To prove to the Jews that he was not in any way against circumcising the son of a Gentile 
if it was done for reasons that would not pervert the Good News of Y’shua. He did this right after going to the 
apostles and elders about the circumcision question in Acts 15. Paul's decision to make sure he was the one 
to circumcise Timothy would alleviate any concerns that Paul's trip to Jerusalem had any intentions of doing 
away with circumcision as a whole, even for the son of a Gentile—as it says "for they all knew his father was 
a Greek". 
 
Let's read the verses in Galatians again: 
 

Gal 5:2-5 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, the Messiah will profit you 
nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to 
keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Messiah, you who [attempt] [to] be 
justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the 
hope of righteousness by faith. 

 
The issue here was our source of "righteousness".Those that held to the 'good news of the circumcision' 
believed that person had to learn/obey the Torah and be circumcised before they could be considered 
righteous, and thus be saved. But the true Good News is that one needs only repent and believe in Y’shua to 
be considered righteous, and thus be saved. The former was an attempt to be "justified (declared righteous) 
by the law". The latter was the humble admission that our own righteousness is inadequate to gain any hope 
of receiving salvation through it. As a reminder, let's look at our diagram again: 
 

Good News of 'the Circumcision' The True Good News 

Repent and accept Y’shua  
THEN 
Learn all of the Torah and obey it  
THEN 
Get circumcised  

Repent and accept Y’shua (Acts 2:38)  
THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  
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THEN 
YOU ARE ABRAHAM'S SEED AND ARE 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS  

Vain attempt to be "justified by the law"  "Justification by faith" in Y’shua  

Still "Under the law"  Humbly "Under grace"  

 
If a man was to try to be "justified by the law" by submitting to the 'good news of the circumcision' and getting 
circumcised, they would be a "debtor to keep the whole law". Why? Because in order for us to be justified 
(declared righteous) by the law, we would need to keep every single commandment in order to be 
considered righteous. For whether we fail in one point, or a thousand points, we are still labeled a 
transgressor. For this reason, any attempt to be justified by the law will utterly fail. This is why the law has no 
part in justifying us. We need Y’shua for our righteousness/justification. That's why it says that we "wait for 
the hope of righteousness by faith".  

 
Gal 5:5-6 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in 
the Messiah Yahushua neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith 
working through love. 

 
So, again, Paul makes the point that if we are in Messiah Y’shua—whether we are circumcised or 
uncircumcised—it doesn't amount to anything in regards to whether or not we have righteousness. If we 
come to Y’shua, we are saved regardless of whether we are circumcised or not. Let's examine those verses 
once more before moving on: 
 

Gal 5:2-6  Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, the Messiah will profit you 
nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 
the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Messiah, you who [attempt] [to] be justified 
by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith. 6 For in the Messiah Yahushua neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
avails anything, but faith working through love. 

 
Again, keep in mind that Paul himself circumcised Timothy. Therefore, when it says "the Messiah will profit 
you nothing" and "every man who becomes circumcised...is a debtor to keep the whole law" and "you have 
become estranged from Messiah", it does not mean everyone in the entire world who becomes circumcised 
is condemned.  
 
Paul is writing to the Galatians. Before we think his statements apply to everyone in the entire world, we 
need to examine the context, examine other Scriptures, and examine Paul's own practices to get a full 
understanding of what was intended. Otherwise, we have Paul sending Timothy to the Lake of Fire by 
circumcising him "because of the Jews".  
 
Paul is addressing the false 'good news of the circumcision', so for someone to be circumcised by them was 
a sign of submission to that false doctrine, a doctrine so dangerous it could cause a man to lose his 
salvation. Paul himself did circumcise the son of a Gentile to prove he wasn't against circumcision, but he 
vigorously refuted anyone who taught this 'good news of the circumcision' which was always was a false 
doctrine. 
 
The truth is that if we are in Messiah Y’shua, whether we are circumcised or uncircumcised doesn't gain us 
salvation. To the contrary, if we use it (or any other commanded act) in an attempt to replace the work of 
Messiah, we are putting ourselves under the law and separating ourselves from Y’shua.  
 
We are sons of Abraham through Y’shua the Messiah, not circumcision. In this sense, it avails us nothing. 
But circumcision for the right reasons does fulfill a purpose. Otherwise, Timothy endured a very painful 
ordeal for nothing. He wasn't getting circumcised because he wanted to witness to the Jews, as some say. 
Timothy was going to be circumcised anyway. Paul was choosing to be the one who actually did the act of 
circumcising Timothy 'because of the Jews'. He was proving to them that he was not against circumcision if 
done for the right reasons. What are the right reasons? No, it is not so that you can impress the Jews! He 
was clearly dead against that! 
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In the Torah, circumcision was never the first item on YHWH's list of things He desired. YHWH didn't give 
Abraham the covenant of circumcision on the day that he called him. He gave the covenant of circumcision 
to Abraham after Abraham had walked with Him many years.  
 
This was also how YHWH dealt with this issue with the children of Israel. The children of Israel were in the 
wilderness for 40 years and were not circumcising their children; but YHWH said nothing about it until just 
before they entered the Promised Land: 
 

Joshua 5:2-7 At that time YHWH said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise 
again the children of Israel the second time. And Joshua made him sharp knives, and 
circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. And this is the cause why Joshua 
did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, 
died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt. Now all the people that came 
out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they 
came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised. For the children of Israel walked forty 
years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were 
consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of Yahweh: unto whom Yahweh sware that he 
would not shew them the land, which Yahweh sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a 
land that floweth with milk and honey. And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them 
Joshua circumcised: for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by 
the way. 

 
The trek of the children of Israel going through the wilderness is a picture of our own salvation. It wasn't until 
just before they entered the Promised Land that YHWH said anything about it. Why? YHWH had some major 
sins of the people that needed to be dealt with first; namely, idolatry, fornication and a lack of faith.  
 
The same is true of Gentiles who are turning to YHWH. They need to focus on learning YHWH's 
commandments and practicing them before they concern themselves with circumcision: 
 

Rom 2:25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the 
law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. 

 
For this reason Paul told the very carnal Corinthians who were turning to YHWH: 
 

1 Cor 7:18-19 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any 
called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of Elohim. 

 
The real focus for one being called was the need to keep YHWH's commandments. This was in perfect line 
with the ruling in Acts 15. Gentiles needed to spend their time learning the Torah and this was the reason 
James made the ruling in Acts 15: 
 

Acts 15:19-21 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the 
Gentiles are turned to Elohim: But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of 
idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses of old time 
hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 

 
The expectation that came out of this ruling was that the Gentiles would be learning the Torah when they 
attended the synagogues every Sabbath. This is why James limited the requirements for new Believers to 
some 'necessary things' which demonstrated their allegiance to YHWH. The 'pollutions of idols... 
fornication... things strangled, and... blood' had to do with idolatrous temple practices.  
 
Now, Timothy was not circumcised as a child because his father was a Greek. But he was not raised to be 
an idol worshiper. His Jewish mother and grandmother raised him in the Scriptures: 
 

2 Tim 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Messiah Yahushua. 

 
Because of this, Timothy, who was 'well reported of by the brethren', was quite ready as an adult to go ahead 
and get circumcised. Paul's decision to be the one who circumcise him in Acts 16:1-3 was proof that Paul still 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

208 
 

preached circumcision if done for the right reasons. He did this to prove to the Jews that he was not against 
circumcision—even if the person is an adult and the son of a Gentile.  
 
As we know, the actual commanded time of circumcision was on the 8th day from birth. For an adult to go 
through this process is extremely painful. It wasn't the first item on YHWH's agenda in the Torah and it 
wasn't in the First Century assembly either, per the ruling in Acts 15 and other verses. 
 

Gal 5:7-11 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? This 
persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. I have 
confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth 
you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why 
do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 

 
Further evidence that Paul was not against circumcision is Paul's statement, "if I yet preach circumcision, 
why do I yet suffer persecution?" Because Paul still preached circumcision, and proved that he wasn't 
against it in Acts 16:1-3, there should be nothing offensive about Y’shua's death on the tree being sufficient 
to bring salvation. But because some in Judah did not see righteousness by faith, they stumbled: 

 
Rom 9:30-33 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. But 
Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of 
the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

 
So the Gentiles were receiving righteousness by faith in Y’shua, while many of the Jews were not, because 
they were setting aside the work of Y’shua and trying to gain their own righteousness by law-keeping. Thus, 
Y’shua became a stumbling stone and rock of offense to them rather than the only begotten Son of YHWH 
who was able to make them righteous.  
 
If Paul did not preach circumcision, there would be a legitimate reason for them to stumble because 
circumcision is clearly something YHWH commanded (Gen 17:12, Lev 12:2-3, Exod 12:48). But Paul points 
out the fact that he did preach circumcision should cause the 'offense of the cross/stake' to 'cease.' The only 
reason it does not is because some are not seeking righteousness by faith in Y’shua, but by their own works. 
For this reason, the children of the bondwoman persecute the children of the freewoman—as we read 
earlier.  
 

Gal 4:29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even so it is now. 

 
But everyone, Jew or Gentile, is able to receive the rebirth of the Spirit if they are willing to let the Adam man 
die and let Y’shua live in them by the power and wisdom of Elohim: 
 

1 Cor 1:22-24 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach 
Messiah crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Messiah the power of Elohim, and the wisdom of 
Elohim. 

 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Messiah: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Messiah liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of Elohim, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 

 
Let's continue in Galatians 5: 
 

Gal 5:12 I would they were even cut off which trouble you. 
 
Some have understood this to mean that Paul was hoping that the ones who troubled the Galatians would 
emasculate themselves. I don't believe that this is necessarily true, because being 'cut off' can also be in 
reference to someone who is cut off from the community of Believers. Being cut off from the fellowship of 
Believers is certainly the context of his statement: 
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Gal 5:7-10 I have confidence in you through the Master, that ye will be none otherwise minded: 
but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. And I, brethren, if I yet 
preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 

 
I 

would they were even cut off which trouble you. 
 
So Paul's confidence was that they would judge them who were troubling them by cutting them off from 
fellowship. They needed to be judged because they were perverting the true Good News of Y’shua and 
turning people toward their own 'good news of the circumcision', a doctrine that was never true at any time in 
history. New Believers in Y’shua have the grace and liberty to learn and apply YHWH's commandments as 
His Spirit leads, without having a spiritual gun pointed to their head if they don't immediately whip into shape.  
 
But Paul does warn the Galatians that liberty is not to be used as an excuse to walk in sin: 
 

Gal 5:13-26 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion 
to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

 
Indeed, it is true that all of YHWH's law is fulfilled when we love our neighbour as ourselves. Knowing this, 
we should forsake the idea that we don't keep a certain commandment because "Y’shua fulfilled all that". 
The truth is that Y’shua fulfilled every commandment in the Torah; and if He is dwelling in us, then we will 
fulfill them as well! This is what it truly means to "walk in the Spirit". 
 

Ezek 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them. 

 
And again: 
 

Rom 8:5-10 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against Elohim: for it is not subject 
to the law of Elohim, neither indeed can be. 

8
 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please 

Elohim. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of Elohim dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Messiah, he is none of his. And if Messiah be in you, the 
body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

 
So the carnally-minded man is at enmity against Elohim because he is not subjecting himself to the Torah, 
which teaches us to love YHWH and love one another. Our liberation in Messiah is never to be used as an 
excuse to continue transgressing the Torah/law of YHWH, as is commonly taught today. It is because we 
have transgressed the Torah/law of YHWH that Y’shua had to come and die for us in the first place!  
 
Paul now goes on to explain the way one walks in the Spirit: 
 

Gal 5:15-18 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not 
under the law.  

 
Notice it says that we will not be under the law if we are led of the Spirit. There are two ways that we can 
find ourselves 'under the law'. One is by refusing to acknowledge that our righteousness and our 
salvation come from Y’shua alone. The other is by refusing to be led by His Spirit which causes us to 
walk in His statutes, keep His judgments and do them! So Paul warns the Galatians: 
 

Gal 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of Elohim.  

 
How is that for a warning! We must walk in the Spirit and never use our liberty as an occasion or excuse to 
disobey YHWH. 
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Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Messiah's have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.  

 
So YHWH's plan was to promise all of us eternal life through Abraham's Seed, Y’shua: first by showing us 
the path of righteousness which is in His law. And YHWH, being ever so merciful, gave His only Son to 
redeem us from the curses that result in our disobedience to Him. The standard of righteousness DOES 
NOT CHANGE when we accept Y’shua, but our standing before YHWH does!  
 
It is a total distortion to teach that everyone in the world is expected to refrain from sin (transgression of the 
law) and will be condemned for their failure to keep it; but those who receive Y’shua are free to purposely 
transgress the law all day long! This is not YHWH's 'Good news' and Paul was making that very clear! We 
need to walk in the Spirit! If we walk in the Spirit, we will be 'subject to the law of YHWH'.  
 
But we will not misuse the law of YHWH to make it fulfill a function that it is never able to fulfill: to give us 
righteousness and salvation. It is this misuse of the Torah that Paul is addressing in Galatians. Let's not 
misuse his writings to say something that he never meant to say.  
 
Those who do so are in a lot of trouble: 
 

2 Peter 3:13-17 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that 
the longsuffering of our Master is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to 
the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 
these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

 
So let's be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless. Let's not be among the unlearned and 
unstable who twist his letters to their own destruction. In the end, Y’shua will not be saying "Depart from me, 
ye commandment keepers"! Rather, as Paul said, those who walk in the flesh (the former ways of sin) will 
not inherit the kingdom of YHWH.  
 
Therefore, let's walk in the Spirit...being found by Him without spot and blameless. Not because of our own 
righteousness, but because of His indwelling Spirit. If He dwells in us, then He will cleanse us of the former 
things and give us the power to walk as He walked, live and He lived, and be where He is! This is the Good 
News! 
 

Rev 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 

 
Rev 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his Elohim, and he shall be my 
son. 

 
Let it be so that we are among the inheritors, ever faithful to trust in His righteousness for our salvation, ever 
seeking to walk in His Spirit; and ever cleaving to the One who is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
The eternal principles of love, as given in the Torah, have not changed and they never will. Let's seek to walk 
in those eternal principles that we might likewise remain in His word (Y’shua) abides in us forever. 

 
Gal 6:2   
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
 

There are many different laws. The law of sin and death was nailed to the cross. The laws dealing with 
sacrifices were only for the Temple period. The intention of ceremonial laws is to bring holiness to YHWH’s 
people. “And the Lord spoke unto Moses and said, ‘Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel and 
say to them; You shall be holy, for I the Lord you God am holy.’” Y’shua became the ultimate sacrifice–no 
more sacrifices are needed (Hebrews 8). 
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We are not without the law but under “the law of Christ”. There are laws that apply to Believers today that 
deal with our relationships with other people. The Torah, however, is good and just and perfect; but man with 
his sin nature is unable to keep the Torah. 
 
The New Covenant verses concerning YHWH’s Torah explain that those who love YHWH will follow His 
instructions—His ways, His paths (Rom 2:23; Eph 6:2-3; Exod 20:12; Deut 5:16; Heb 10:16; James 1:25; 
2:11; 8-26; 1 John 2:3-4, 24; 3:22; 5:2,3; 2 John 6; Rev 22:14). The Torah was never meant to save—only to 
guide. Without YHWH’s instructions, it would be impossible for people to live together. Without YHWH’s 
Torah, there could be no grace. As David said in Psalm 119, YHWH laid down precepts that are to be 
obeyed. He said he meditated on YHWH’s precepts and ways, and if we walk in YHWH’s paths our hearts 
are set free. 
 
The Jews never believed that anyone could earn their way to salvation. They know salvation is only by 
grace through Messiah (pray they will have their eyes opened to see that Y’shua is the Messiah). Neither 
Y’shua nor Paul ever taught YHWH’s law was “done away with”. Paul’s letters to the Gentiles speak against 
those who twisted the Torah–those who abused it such as making it a prerequisite for salvation. Paul made it 
clear to the Gentiles that they can not live by the Torah only to attain salvation.  
 
Paul never implied that Believers in Y’shua were to start a “new religion” that did away with the Old 
Covenant. In fact, Paul explains we should thank YHWH for His mercy that by faith we are grafted into Israel 
and we are not to boast for their eyes are blinded, in part, until the fullness of the Gentiles (Rom 11:16-36).  
We are under a new covenant, but we still have the same King and His Word says obedience is better than 
sacrifice. The Torah exposes sin, measures man, and actually shows us how full of mercy YHWH is. 
 
The idea that grace replaced the Torah began in the second century. The second chapter explains how the 
Early Church left their Hebraic roots. During the second century, Marcion, a heretic who twisted Paul’s 
writings, caused a radical opposition between the Law and the Gospels. He suggested the entire "Old 
Testament" be omitted from the canon. He broke away from the Roman church in 144 and set up his own 
very successful group. Polycarp referred to Marcion as the Son of Satan. Marcion believed the God 
described in the "Old Testament" was cruel, so he refused to acknowledge the God of the "Old Testament" 
but embraced the portions of the "New Testament" that expressed God’s love. Marcion created a reduced 
version of the "New Testament" consisting of Luke and parts of Paul’s letters—purposely leaving out all 
Jewish interpolations.  
 
“So fulfil the law of Christ” actually means to fulfil the Torah of YHWH. Why? Because Y’shua came to fulfil 
YHWH’s Torah. 

 
Gal 6:13 
For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you 
circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. 

 
Paul, who generally seems to have dictated his letters by the hand of another, personally wrote the end of 
his letter to the Galatians in his own handwriting (verse 11). Here Paul claims that those proclaiming the 
"good news of the circumcision" compelled the Galatians to be circumcised. Paul states that they who were 
pushing for legalistic observance of the Law by having them circumcised didn't keep the Law perfectly either 
(Rom 3:23; Gal 3:22). 
 
What do we conclude from Paul’s letter to the Galations? Galatians unconditionally proves that we 
should observe the Torah! 
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EPHESIANS 
 

Eph 2:15 
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
 

Paul taught that the Gentile Believers became united with the Jewish Believers as fellow citizens of Israel 
(the descendants of Jacob).  In Messiah, there is no difference between Jewish and Gentile Believers.  

 
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by 
those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- 
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ. … Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's 
people and members of God's household.

441
  

 
This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

442
  

 
Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, 
but Christ is all, and is in all. Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

443
  

 
In Jer 11:16 the Lord calls Israel an Olive tree and predicts that branches would be broken from it. Paul uses 
that metaphor of the Olive tree to explain how the Gentile Believers are grafted into the root of Israel. 
 

If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not 
boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root 
supports you … After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary 
to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!

444
  

 
That Olive tree could not represent Y’shua or the Christian Church because those original Israelite branches 
that are cut off can be grafted back into the same tree from which they originally sprouted, which was not 
Christianity. 
 
Gentiles who are grafted in become identified with the actual descendants of Jacob. Christians who think that 
the Torah is only for the Jews have failed to realize that according to Paul, Believers can not separate 
themselves from the Jews without pruning themselves from the Olive tree. 
 

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him,

445
  

 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.

446
  

 
The congregation in Thessalonica took this message to heart and used the Jewish assemblies as an 
example to follow. 
 

For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You 
suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the Jews,

447
  

                                                      
441 Eph 2:11-13, 19 (NIV) 
442 Eph 3: 6 (NIV) 
443 Col 3: 11,12 (NIV) 
444 Rom 11:17-18, 24 (NIV) 
445 Rom 10:12 (NIV) 
446 Gal 3: 28-29 (NIV) 
447 1 Thes 2:14 (NIV) 
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Eph 6:2 
Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

 
The fifth commandment of the Ten Commandments links the first four commandments with the remaining 
five. Commandments one through four teach us how to love and respect YHWH. Commandments five 
through ten show us how to love and respect our fellow man. Proper respect toward our fellow man begins in 
the home. The fifth commandment teaches us how to honour and respect our parents. 
 
The fifth commandment is the first commandment with a promise. “Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee” (Exod 20:12). Paul referred to 
this promise when he wrote, “Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise)”. 
A long life is promised to those who have the proper respect for their parents. 
 
Young children and infants, when properly trained, usually regard their parents with awe. Children who are 
properly trained will esteem their parents and will be compliant. A parent is almost like God to an infant. The 
fifth commandment emphasizes this frame of mind—an attitude of reverence and humility so often seen in a 
small child. If this attitude and frame of mind are established in childhood, it will usually continue for life. 
When called of YHWH, this attitude will automatically be transferred to YHWH; and the Believer will have no 
difficulty obeying the Ten Commandments and the Torah.  
 
The fifth commandment is the link between the first four commandments and the last five. It is an awesome 
responsibility on the part of parents to teach their children to properly honour and respect them. The Bible 
tells us, “Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the Lord your God” 
(Lev 19:3). Fear, as used in this text, means to have reverence and respect. It is essential, for the long life 
promised by the fifth commandment, that this attitude toward parents be established at an early age. Parents 
who are successful will never regret the effort it took to implant this behavioural pattern in their children. 
 
Notice the blessings the Bible promises for those who honour their parents. One benefit is found in Eph 6:3, 
“That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth”. Along with the assurance that we can 
have a long life, this promise ensures a happy life. This is quite a contrast to those who live a short life, full of 
misery and unhappiness. A number of positive statements are found in the Book of Proverbs regarding 
respect for one’s parents. One who respects his parents and fears YHWH will obey YHWH.  
 

“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: For length of days, 
and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee”

448
  

 

PHILIPPIANS 
 

Phil 3:5-6, 9   
5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 
6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

 
As the saying goes, many Christians today don't have enough evidence of being convicted of being a 
Christian in a court of law. 
 
Here Paul declared himself a Jew of the Jews, circumcised on the 8th day, a Pharisee who was so zealous 
for the traditions of Israel that he persecuted the Church. In fact, he was on his way to do just that when he 
had his conversion experience on the Damascus Road. 
 
From the many Scriptures in the Word, we see there is a faith righteousness and a works righteousness. 
Verse 9 refers to faith righteousness. As a result of this faith, we become obedient to the leading of the Holy  
Spirit (Messiah in us). We demonstrate our faith by acts (works) of righteousness. Salvation is a free gift. 
We cannot earn salvation. Once we are slaves of righteousness, we perform righteous deeds; we keep his 
commandments because we love Him (Rom 6:16, 18, John 14:15).  

 

                                                      
448 Prov 3:1-2 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

214 
 

COLOSSIANS 
 

Col 2:14  
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

 
Y’shua taught that the “Law” (Torah) would not be changed until the earth passed away, and He 
commissioned His disciples to teach both Jews and the Gentiles everything that He had taught his disciples.  

 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

449
  

 
Did you notice that Y’shua said no part of the Torah would disappear "by any means"? If that is true (which 
it is), then even if the Torah had been "nailed to the cross" (which it wasn't), even that would not cause the 
Torah to disappear. (Did being nailed to the cross cause Y’shua to disappear or become irrelevant?) 
 
So then, what was "nailed to the cross" in verse 14? According to the Gospel accounts of Y’shua's death, 
there were only two things nailed to the cross: Y’shua himself, and a handwritten placard that specified his 
"crime". Think about that placard while reading Col 2:14 in the KJV or another fairly literal translation. Paul is 
talking about the placard that belongs on your own cross—the legal certificate that lists your guilt and your 
debt according to the Torah. By taking the placard listing your crimes and nailing it to his own cross, Y’shua 
received the just punishment for those crimes under the Torah. Justice has been served. The Torah has 
been satisfied (not abolished). It's awesome! 
 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

450
  

 
Y’shua did not give His disciples a separate curriculum for teaching Gentiles. Everything that Y’shua had 
taught His disciples was to be taught to all nations. When Y’shua taught His disciples, "Anyone who breaks 
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same… whoever practices and 
teaches these commands…", he gave no indication that the words "Anyone", "others", and "whoever" 
referred only to Jews. Y’shua expected His disciples to pass that same teaching on to the Gentiles, including 
the command, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law". Although there would have been Gentiles 
present in the crowd while Y’shua was preaching, He never said, "This teaching applies only to the Jews". 
 
As a faithful apostle of Y’shua, Paul was teaching the Gentiles to practice the commands of the Torah. Paul 
often read publicly from the Scriptures. If, after reading aloud from the Torah, Paul had told people to 
disregard any of the commands in those passages, he would have been teaching "others" to break the laws, 
which would have been contrary to what Y’shua taught.   
 

Col 2:22   
Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 

 
Again, these are the “ordinances” of men that were blotted out—taken out of the way. They are all 
commandments and doctrines of men. Not YHWH's commandments. To further prove this point, let us look 
at the Greek words that are translated "ordinances".  
 

• In verse 14, the Greek word that is translated "ordinances" is the Greek word "Dogma" which means 
"ordinances"  

• In verse 21, the Greek word that is translated "be subject to ordinances" is "Dogmatizo" which 
means "be subject to ordinances".  

 
In other words, the root word (Dogma, Ordinance) remains constant. The only difference is in the phrase. 

                                                      
449 Mat 5:17-19 (NIV) 
450 Matt 28:19, 20 (NIV) 
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1 THESSALONIANS 
 

1 Thes 4:2  
For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 

 
As proven throughout this study, it refers to the Torah of YHWH. 
 
 

1 TIMOTHY 
 

1 Tim 1:5, 7-9 
5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of 
faith unfeigned: 
7 Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they 
affirm. 
8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 
9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers 
and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
 

It is clear and factual that the anti-Torah bias of the translators works its way into our English translations of 
the New Covenant. The translators inevitably chose the meanings that agree most closely with their own 
theological biases and lifestyle choices. That works fine when the translators share the same beliefs as the 
Bible author. But when the translators disagree with the original author on something as fundamental as the 
purpose and value of following the instructions of the Old Covenant, it leads to confusing translations that 
can make it appear as if Paul disagreed with his own lifestyle! 
 
Let's look at one example of how the bias of the translators has affected the meaning of our English 
translations of the New Covenant. 

 
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

451
  

 
In this verse, the word "end" is translated from the Greek word telos, which often means end; but also can 
mean aim or goal, as it does in 1 Tim 1:5, "The goal [telos] of the commandment is charity [love] ..."  
 
If the Bible translators had chosen to use "goal" instead of "end" when translating Rom 10:4, the verse would 
say, "Christ is the goal of the law ..." which would make sense in the context of what Paul was teaching in 
Romans 10. It would also agree with what the Old Covenant prophets wrote regarding the Torah and the 
Messiah. Paul himself testified that he believed everything that agreed with the Law and the Prophets (Acts 
24:14), so we should expect all of Paul's writings to agree with the Old Covenant. 
 
Instead, the scholars chose to translate telos as "end" (Christ is the end of the law...), which gives the 
impression that the Torah is no longer a reliable guide for Christian living. That idea agrees with the religious 
traditions of the translators, but it disagrees with numerous passages in the Law and the Prophets. That 
would not have been Paul's intent; unless Paul intended to deceive us when he testified, "I believe 
everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets" (Acts 24:14). 
 
By choosing to use the word "end" instead of "goal" in Rom 10:4, the translators have not only made Paul 
contradict what he said he believed, but they have also led people to think that the Law has been abolished; 
even though Y’shua explicitly instructed, "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
..." (Mat 5:17-19). 
 
Peter warned us that in his day, Paul's writings were already being distorted (2 Peter 3:16). Since people 
have been twisting the meaning of Paul's writings for such a long time, how can we tell whether a passage 
has been misinterpreted? We can use the same test that the Bereans used (Acts 17:10-11). Paul's true 
teachings will still agree with the Old Covenant Scriptures just as they did at Berea nearly 2,000 years ago. 
This means Paul affirmed the whole law.  
 

                                                      
451 Rom 10:4 (NIV) 
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We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.
452

  
 
Proper use of the Torah was the primary issue in many passages of Paul's writings.  
 

For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey 
the law who will be declared righteous.

453
  

Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since 
there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 
that same faith. Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the 
law.

454
  

 
So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.

455
  

 
We know that the law is spiritual;…

456
  

 
For in my inner being I delight in God's law;

457
  

 
Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what 
counts.

458
  

 
How do we know if Paul was referring to the whole Torah, or just to certain parts of the Torah? Paul never 
mentions a distinction between the Torah commandments in his writings.  
 
The Israelites viewed the whole Torah as one set of instructions, with the Ten Commandments serving as a 
summary or 'Table of Contents' for the rest of the Torah. For example, the first commandment says not to 
worship idols, and the rest of the Torah tells how to avoid idolatry by honouring the true YHWH. The 
commandment says to work six days and to rest on the Sabbath, and other parts of the Torah contain 
guidelines for how to do your work and how to rest.  
 
Paul used the Old Covenant as the textbook for instructing all Believers.  
 

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said 
was true.

459
  

 
The New Covenant had not yet been written, so the Bereans were using the Old Covenant Scriptures to 
evaluate whether or not Paul's message was true. It is evident from this passage that the message which  
Paul preached did not contradict the Old Covenant in any way; otherwise, those noble Bereans would have 
rejected Paul's teachings. Neither the Old Covenant nor Paul's message has changed since that time, so 
today we should be very cautious of any interpretation that makes Paul's message contradict the Old 
Covenant Scriptures. 
 

As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the 
 dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ, " he said. Some of the Jews were 
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a 
few prominent women. 

460
 

 
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.

461
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But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

462
  

 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

463
  

 
In all of these passages, Paul is referring to the Old Covenant. Paul did not teach that any part of the Old 
Covenant Scripture was irrelevant for Believers. 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

464
  

 
But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great 
alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen—that the 
Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people 
and to the Gentiles.

465
  

 
Did Moses and the Old Covenant prophets say that when the Messiah came, YHWH's people would stop 
following the Torah? No. According to Moses, the Gentiles who were associated with Israel would be taught 
to carefully follow all of the laws YHWH gave to Israel (Deut 31:10-13, Josh 8:31-33).  This was to happen, 
especially at the Feast of Tabernacles; which is the same feast all the Gentiles will be required to attend 
when Y’shua reigns in Jerusalem as King over the whole earth (Zech 14:16-19).  If Paul was teaching what 
Moses and the prophets said would happen, then we should expect him to teach the Gentile Believers to 
follow the Torah.  

 
1 Tim 6:14 
That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
 

Paul instructs Timothy to keep, honour, and protect the true doctrine; and Paul makes it clear that it is the 
Torah that must be kept till Messiah comes. 

 

TITUS 
 

Tit 1:3 
But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me 
according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 
 

This is reference to the Torah of YHWH as proven throughout this study. 
 

Tit 3:9 
But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for 
they are unprofitable and vain. 
 

This means the Torah of YHWH is the basis of all teaching and doctrine, so do not get caught-up or side-
tracked in any teaching that is not Torah-based. 
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HEBREWS 
 

Heb 3:2-3, 5   
2 Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 
3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded 
the house hath more honour than the house. 
5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things 
which were to be spoken after; 

In this context, “Moses” here is referenced to the person Moses and not the Torah. 
 

Heb 7:5, 11-12, 14, 16, 18-19 
7 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though 
they come out of the loins of Abraham: 
11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the 
law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, 
and not be called after the order of Aaron? 
12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 
14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing 
concerning priesthood. 
16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless 
life. 
18 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof. 
19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we 
draw nigh unto God. 
 

To understand the entire concept, it is better to start at verse 5: “And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, 
who receive the office of the priesthood,” —it was the priests that taught the teachings of YHWH in the Old 
Covenant. The same applies today, there are still full-time priests doing this job; i.e., teachers, ministers, etc. 
Verse 5 continues: “…have a commandment to take tithes (accept) of the people according to the law,”              
(priests today may also receive tithes—but the Believer must sow where he gets his spiritual food!) “that is, 
of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:” 

 
The only form of income the priests in the Old Covenant received was the tithes that were brought to the 
Temple for them to live from. In the New Covenant, the same thing is said … 

 
“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel”  
(1 Cor 9:14) 

 
Verse 6-10 “But he (Melchizedek) whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of 
Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. And without all contradiction the less is blessed of 
the better. And here men that die receive tithes; (meaning earthly priests) but there he receiveth them, 
(Melchizedek received the tithes) of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so say, Levi 
also, (modern day priests also) who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. (although priests 
received tithes, every priest had to pay as well – every minister today must also pay tithe in the order 
Abraham paid, he must find a place where he receives his spiritual food) For he (Abraham) was yet in 
the loins of his father, when Melchizedek met him.  

 
Now pay attention … 

 
Verse 11-12 “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people 
received the Torah) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of 
Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there 
is made of necessity a change also of the law.”                                                           

 
This does not say that the Torah is done away with completely, it was only changed. Priesthood was 
never done away with, likewise with Torah. There is still priesthood today, but it is called the Royal 
Priesthood.

466
   

                                                      
466 1 Peter 2:9 
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Hebrews is addressing only the Sacrificial Ceremonial system of the Torah. This Sacrificial 
Ceremonial System of the Torah is being changed.  The Civil and Ethical Divisions still remain!  

 
Heb 7:28 
For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was 
since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. 
 

This means the earthly High Priests were no longer needed and were replaced with the ultimate High Priest, 
which is Y’shua HaMashiach. The sacrifice, good for all time, has been made.  

 
Heb 8:4-5, 9:19, 22  
4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 
according to the law: 
5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of 
God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 
9:19, 22 
19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took 
the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both 
the book, and all the people, 
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission. 
 

Starting with Heb 8:1-9: These verses present a kal v'chomer
467
 argument. As Y’shua's position of Heavenly 

High Priest is of a higher order than that of the Aaronic priesthood, how much better, then, is the Renewed 
Covenant (promised in Jeremiah 33 and related Scriptures)? Let us read verses 1-9: 

 
1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;  
2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.  
3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that 
this man have somewhat also to offer.  
4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts 
according to the law:  
5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of 
God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things 
according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.  
6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a 
better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second. 
8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:  
9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I 
regarded them not, saith the Lord.  

 
The "fault" spoken of was not with YHWH's original covenant, but with the people. They had promised, "All 
the words which YHWH has spoken we do" (Exod 24:7) but did not keep their promise. Thus they tainted the 
covenant and created a cause for it to be renewed on "better terms". The quote within the text is from 
Jeremiah chapter 31. 
 

                                                      
467 A common use of the word hermeneutics refers to a process of scriptural interpretation. Its earliest example is however found not in 
the written texts, but in the Jewish Oral Tradition dated to the Second Temple era (515 BCE - 70 CE) that later became the Talmud. 
Summaries of the principles by which Torah can be interpreted date back at least to Hillel the Elder, although the thirteen principles set 
forth in the Baraita of Rabbi Ishmael are perhaps the best known. These principle ranged from standard rules of logic (for example, a 
fortiori� argument (known in Hebrew as רמוחו לק (kal v'chomer)), to more expansive ones, like the rule that a passage could be 
interpreted by reference to another passage in which the same word appears (gezera sheva). The rabbis did not ascribe equal 
persuasive power to the various principles. This was the first record of hermeneutic rules in the world, through the exegetic 
interpretation of Biblical texts. (� The Latin phrase argumentum a fortiori literally means one of the following: "from the stronger", 
"even more so", "with even stronger reason". It denotes a proof of a claim by means of an already proved stronger claim. For example, if 
one can lift a 100 kg object, then it follows that one can lift a 50 kg object). 
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31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah:  
32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD:  
33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith 
the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.  
34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  

 
The change in the Covenant is not that any of it has been abolished, as the "law" (YHWH's Torah) is still to 
be followed; it now being in the minds and on the hearts of those who are part of faithful Israel—(Jew and 
Gentile). Y’shua also made clear in Matt 5:17-21 and Paul in Rom 3:31 that the Torah continues.  
 
Back to Heb 8:10-13: 

 
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a people:  
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.  
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more.  
13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.  
 

And from Jeremiah: 
 

35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; 
The LORD of hosts is his name:  
36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel 
also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.  

 
Has Israel disappeared? No, not at all! That means the Torah will never disappear! Although we can 
experience elements of the New Covenant at this time, we are not yet in the ‘time’ of the fulfilment of the ‘full’ 
New Covenant. Note that in the time of the New Covenant fulfilment, there will no longer be any need 
to "witness" to people, as all will know YHWH. This will literally happen during the Millennium. The last 
verse (Heb 8:13), written well after Y’shua's death, states clearly that the original ("old") is still in effect, 
though it is "fading away". 
 
Moving on to Hebrews 9 
 

1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. 
2 For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and 
the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.  
3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;  
4a Which had the golden censer, … 
 

The censer is said to be in the Holy of Holies, therefore the text is referring to Yom Kippur, as this was the 
only time the High Priest would bring this within. 
  

4b … and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot 
that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;  
5 And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak 
particularly.  
6 Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, 
accomplishing the service of God.  
7a But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, … 
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Again—this time more specifically, the text points to Yom Kippur and not the daily sacrifices.  
 

7b … , not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:  
8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:  
9a Which was a figure for the time then present, 

 
The Temple, its artifacts, the priesthood and the feast days are all "representations" of their heavenly 
counterparts. See also Heb 8:4-5. 
 

9b in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service 
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;  
10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed 
on them until the time of reformation.  
11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;  
 

Once more, the reference is to the heavenly Tabernacle that Moses was given a vision of.  
 

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  

 
The reference is a fulfillment of Dan 9:24. 
 

13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
The above is a "kal v'chomer" argument. If something of lesser value is true, then how much more is the 
greater example true? Note, however, that the text states that the Yom Kippur sacrifice DID bring 
forgiveness; albeit, not permanent. 
 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.  
16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  
17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the 
testator liveth. 

 
Y’shua had to die in order for His "heirs" (those whose trust is in Him) to inherit the Kingdom. 
 

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.  
19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took 
the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both 
the book, and all the people,  
20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.  
21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry.  
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission.  

 
This is another allusion to Yom Kippur, as forgiveness could also come in the daily offerings, through means 
other than blood (i.e., meal offering, money).  
 

23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with 
these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  
24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:  
25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; 
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Again, the reference is to Yom Kippur.  
 

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the 
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:  
28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.  

 
The last verses above show an important distinction. Salvation is not yet fully "accomplished" from our 
perspective. Messiah will come again to do this. He came to deal with sin the first time (riding lowly on a 
donkey). When He returns at the end of the age, He will affect salvation for those who trust in Him 
(arriving in the clouds: see comments on verse 7 below). The text helps point to an explanation regarding the 
difficulty in understanding Y’shua's role as Passover Lamb versus His roles as the Yom Kippur sacrifice, as 
they are not the same. (If He is the Yom Kippur sacrifice, why did He die at Passover?)  
 
The answer is found when it is understood that His return brings about the unification of all things (in the 
Millennial Sabbath), including the unification of the Feasts of YHWH. From our earthly point (in time) these 
Feasts appear to be very distinct; but from the heavenly point of view (outside of time), they, along with all 
else, are in harmony. (This is why "Tipheret" [harmony] is the most important sephirah

468
 in Hebrew mystical 

literature.)  
 
Thus, Scripture tells us that Y’shua was not only slain approximately 1970 years ago, but He is also the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev 14:8); and that YHWH's redemptive work was finished 
from the foundation of the world (Heb 4:3). As God (Y’shua) is the Aleph and the Tav, (the beginning and 
the end), these things are "already accomplished".  
 
Under the new covenant, YHWH writes his Torah on the hearts and in the minds of His people  
 
The promise of the new covenant from Jeremiah 31 is quoted in Hebrews 8 (and 10). 

 
But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is 
mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises. For if there had been 
nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. But God 
found fault with the people and said: 
"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful 
to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws [Torah] in 
their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No 
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because 
they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more." 
By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
aging will soon disappear.

469
  

 

                                                      
468

 Sephirot [or "enumerations", Sephiroth, Sefiroth (ְסִפירֹות), singular: Sephirah, also Sefirah (ְסִפיָרה "enumeration" in Hebrew)], in the 
Kabbalah of Judaism, are the ten attributes that God (who is referred to as ףוס ןיא רוא Aur Ain Soph, "Limitless Light, Light Without End") 
created through which he can manifest, not only in the physical but the metaphysical universe. The ten Sephirot are a step-by-step 
process illuminating the Divine plan as it unfolds itself in our world. They are known by the following names/characteristics from highest 
to lowest: 

• Keter - Crown - Divine Plan/ Creator/ infinite light/ Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh - I AM THAT I AM (Supreme/ Total Consciousness)  
• Chokmah - Divine Reality/ revelation/ Yesh me-ayin - being from nothingness (Power of Wisdom)  
• Binah - Understanding/ repentance/ reason (Power of Love)  
• Chesed - Mercy/ Grace/ Love of (intention to emulate) God (Power of Vision)  
• Gevurah - Judgment/ strength/ determination (Power of Intention)  
• Tipheret - Symmetry/ balance/ compassion (Creative Power)  
• Netzach - Contemplation/ Initiative/ persistence (Power of the Eternal Now)  
• Hod - Surrender/ sincerity/ steadfastness (Intellectual/ Observational Power)  
• Yesod - Foundation/ wholly remembering/ coherent knowledge (Power of Manifesting)  
• Malkuth - Lower Crown - Kingdom/ physical presence/ vision and illusion (Power of Healing/ Accomplishment/ Level of 

Realization of Divine Plan)  
469 Heb 8:6-13 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

223 
 

Several things should be noted about the passage above. It says that the new covenant is founded on better 
promises—it says nothing about better laws. The only fault with the first covenant was that the people did 
not remain faithful. Under the first covenant, the people were responsible for putting YHWH's laws in their 
hearts (Deut 6:6)—which they failed to do. The new covenant fixes that fault because YHWH promises to put 
His Torah in the hearts and minds of His people. Under the new covenant, God promises to forgive 
wickedness - it says nothing about redefining wickedness by changing the laws. 
 
At the time Hebrews was written, the first covenant had not yet disappeared—it "will soon disappear".  
 
Compare that with what Paul says in 1 Cor 7:31, "For this world in its present form is passing away." And 
John says in 1 John 2:17, "The world and its desires pass away." The New Covenant authors expected an 
imminent end of the world, so what they wrote agrees with what Y’shua said about the law remaining "until 
heaven and earth disappear" (Mat 5:18). 
 
The Greek word for obsolete means "be made old". The author of Hebrews used that same Greek word 
earlier in Heb 1:11 to describe the foundations of the earth and the heavens, which still exist today and are 
currently essential for our daily survival. 
 
Part of the new covenant promise in this passage is not yet fulfilled: "No longer will a man teach his 
neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord', because they will all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest." This will happen sometime in the future. Will the first covenant disappear before the new 
covenant is fully implemented? 
 
YHWH promised to make the new covenant with the house of Israel.  Part of the Good News that Paul 
preached to the Gentiles is that they can have a part in the promises and covenants by becoming heirs with 
Israel by faith in Y’shua. 

 
Heb 10:1, 8 
1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 

can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the 
comers thereunto perfect. 

8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 

 
Christians need to understand what Messianic Judaism is all about; for example, when someone brings up 
the line, “But the law is only a shadow”. There is a book by Vern Poythress, entitled The Shadow of Christ in 
the Law of Moses that takes this concept and justifies centuries of supersessionist

470
 reading of the Old 

Covenant/Hebrew Scriptures. On Amazon.com, a reviewer of Poythress’s book puts it this way, “Christianity 
is not continuation of Judaism. In fact, Judaism today only started after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
AD. Ancient Israelite religion in the Old Testament is a different religion altogether.” 
 
It can’t be disagreed more—this is absolutely false! Is this a fitting statement from those who follow a Jewish 
Messiah? Is it historically feasible to claim that Judaism today has little or no continuity with Moses, Samuel, 
David, and Elijah? Of course not! 
 
Lying behind the shadowy view of the Torah is an important verse in a much-misunderstood book of the New 
Covenant: The Letter to the Hebrews. The verse in question is Heb 10:1. Let us cite it for you in the NIV: 
 

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For 
this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect 
those who draw near to worship.  

 
Did you notice that word “only”? What is the Greek word which led the NIV translators to put the word “only” 
there? 
 
There is no word “only” in the Greek. Check out how a few other translations deal with it: 
 

                                                      
470 Supersessionist refers to the belief that Christians have taken Israel’s place as YHWH’s people and that YHWH is through with Israel; 
plainly speaking, this is known as Replacement Theology 
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For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make 
perfect those who draw near. (ESV). 
 
Since the law has |only| a shadow of the good things to come, and not the actual form of those 
realities, it can never perfect the worshipers by the same sacrifices they continually offer year 
after year. (HCSB). 
 
Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make 
perfect those who approach. (NRSV). 
 
For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of 
things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect 
those who draw near. (NASB). 

 
To summarize these results, ESV has “but a shadow”; while HCSB, NRSV, and NASB have “only a shadow”, 
though HCSB has the decency to put “only” in brackets. 
 
There are two English translations that do it much better. The first is a Christian translation called the NET 
Bible (New English Translation) and which has extensive notes about the language of the Bible: 
 

For the law possesses a shadow of the good things to come but not the reality itself, and is 
therefore completely unable, by the same sacrifices offered continually, year after year, to 
perfect those who come to worship. (NET). 

 
This is a good, positive translation of the point that the writer of Hebrews is making. He is not saying, “The 
Law is bad and the Good News of Jesus is good”. He is saying to a group of Jews who are thinking of 
abandoning their faith in Messiah, “It is true that the Torah possesses a shadow of the Good News we now 
know in Messiah, but don’t go back to the Torah without Messiah, because the Torah was incomplete.” 
 
Those are very different points. 
 
And all of that leads me to the Complete Jewish Bible and its rendering. The Complete Jewish Bible is the 
work of Dr. David Stern, and has as its goal overcoming anti-Semitism in Christian thought; teaching 
Believers the connection between Y’shua-faith and Judaism, and teaching Jews that the New Covenant 
completes the Hebrew Scriptures. Consider how the CJB translates Heb 10:1: 
 

For the Torah has in it a shadow of the good things to come, but not the actual manifestation of 
the originals. Therefore, it can never, by means of the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year 
after year, bring to the goal those who approach the Holy Place to offer them. (CJB). 

 
When few Christian translations can see the connection, the CJB again and again gets it right.  
 
We should not be saying, “the law is only a shadow” or “merely a shadow” or “but a shadow”. The Torah 
has in it a shadow of the Good News of Messiah! This is a positive point to be appreciated.  
 
Yet the Torah, without Messiah and the Good News, is incomplete. The Torah leaves Israel near to YHWH 
but banished outside the tent, with YHWH hidden in the back room called the Holy of Holies. The Torah 
draws you near, but not into direct contact, with YHWH. The Torah hints at something more, a time when 
hearts are circumcised and people are directly in contact with YHWH. 

 
Heb 10:28 
He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
 

The Law was not given to mankind to save us, but simply to show us right from wrong. In Rom 3:20, we 
see that without these standards we would live in a world with utter chaos. "Therefore by the deeds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."  
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We are also warned of breaking Moses’ Law in Hebrew 10:  
 

"For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains 
no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose you, shall he be thought worthy, 
who has trodden under foot the Son of Elohim, and has counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and has done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
For we know him that has said, Vengeance belongs unto me, I will recompense, says Yahweh. 
And again, Yahweh shall judge his people" (Heb 10:26-30).  

 
Notice that the writer of Hebrews very plainly says that once we have come to the knowledge of the truth, 
there is no more remedy for sins committed thereafter. This is a dreadful thought!  
 
The writer of Hebrews continues by stating that those who break Moses’ Law, which was received through 
YHWH, will have a greater judgment than those of the Old Covenant. This contradicts the man-made notion 
of a New Covenant based on grace and faith alone. Salvation involves more than a simple proclaiming faith 
and grace to all those who believe. Salvation requires an action — obedience. 
 
We find this confirmed in Heb 5:9: "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto 
all them that obey him." Y’shua, the author of salvation, offers the gift of salvation only to those who obey 
YHWH’s Word. We cannot just believe or say that we have faith, but must act on our faith by obedience. 
 
By observing His Law, we demonstrate to YHWH that we want to obey and serve Him. In 1John 5:3, we read 
that if we love YHWH, we will obey His commandments. "For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep his 
commandments: and his commandments are not grievous."  
 
This passage is important to understand, because the message goes much deeper than most realize. We 
not only show love by keeping YHWH’s commandments, but we must also keep them out of a deep-down 
desire to serve Him. His commandments must be so desirable that they never seem grievous to us.  
 
If they are grievous, then we have defeated the purpose of observing YHWH’s Torah. YHWH’s Law is to 
shape and mold us into YHWH’s own character. Any negative feelings toward His law amount to 
resistance of that goal. YHWH’s standards are a reflection of His own morals and ethics. Why should He not 
want us to have the same nature as He does?  
 

JAMES 
 

James 1:25, 2:8-12   
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
 
James 2:8-12 
8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye 
do well: 
9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 
transgressors. 
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 
12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 
 

Does this statement, “Faith Alone Is Not Enough” challenge your theology? Well, it should. In the Book of 
James, we find Y’shua’s brother unequivocally promoting Torah-keeping for YHWH’s people. 
 

"What does it profit, my brethren, though a man say he has faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say 
unto them, Depart in peace, be warmed and filled; notwithstanding you give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what does it profit? Even so faith, if it has not works, is 
dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, You have faith, and I have works: show me your faith 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                 Balance of New Covenant - Chapter 4 

 

226 
 

without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one 
Elohim; you do well: the devils also believe, and tremble" (James 2:14-19).  
 

James asks a crucial question for any Believer: What good is it if we have faith but no works? It’s like a 
vehicle with no fuel—it travels nowhere. Our salvation works the same way. With faith and works we are 
promised YHWH’s kingdom; however, without either of the two our salvation comes to a halt, with no 
fuel to continue.  
 
James also said that even the demons believe in YHWH’s and Y’shua’s existence, but just having this belief 
does not make them worthy of YHWH’s Kingdom. They have neither works nor an obedient heart, which are 
obedience as well as faith. 
 
Three noteworthy passages are found in the Book of Revelation. The first is the prophecy of the woman, 
meaning the Assembly, being taken into the wilderness for protection from the adversary. "And the dragon 
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the 
commandments of Elohim, and have the testimony of Yahshua the Messiah" (Rev. 12:17).  
 
Notice what distinguishes YHWH’s people. Two characteristics define YHWH’s saints:  
 

1) keeping of YHWH’s commandments, and  
2) having faith in Y’shua.  

 
YHWH’s expectations for His people are defined by these two characteristics.  
 
We find these two attributes again in Rev 14:12. "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep 
the commandments of Elohim, and the faith of Yahshua."  
 
YHWH defines His Saints as those that are keeping His commandments and having a faith in Y’shua the 
Messiah. Very simply, these two elements are essential for a Believer, for without them we will not have 
access to YHWH’s Kingdom.  
 
In the last chapter of the Bible, YHWH warns us once again of the need for keeping His commandments.  

 
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city" (Rev 22:14). 

 
Here at the end of the Bible, YHWH clearly says that keeping His commandments is a requirement for 
entering His glorious Kingdom. YHWH will only accept those with an obedient and humble heart. This 
means a heart that never wavers from Him, but stays true to the end.  
 
Every word in the entire Bible is for our benefit. Paul explains this in 2 Tim 3:16: "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of Elohim, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness."  
 
Every utterance that YHWH has given is profitable in some way. Whether it is reproof, correction, or 
instruction, YHWH’s Word has a place in each of our lives. It instructs us to righteousness, which is defined 
by observing YHWH’s Torah.  
 

James 4:11 
Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his 
brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a 
doer of the law, but a judge. 

 
It states 1 John 3:23-24 “...this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Yeshua 
HaMashiach, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his 
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he hath given us. Gal 5:22 also says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, ...”  
 

James 2:8 “If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself, ye do well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convicted of 
the law as transgressors.” 
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James 3:1-2 “My brethren, do not all desire to be teachers, knowing that we shall receive the 
greater condemnation. For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same 
[is] a perfect man, [and] able also to bridle the whole body.Seek knowledge, wisdom and 
understanding, for this is good. But I will show you a more excellent way ...” 
 
1 Cor 13:1-8 “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not Love, I am 
become [as] sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have [the gift of] prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the 
poor], and though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. 
Love has patience, [and] is kind; Love is not jealous; Love boasts not itself, Love is not puffed 
up, Does not behave itself unseemly, Love is not selfish, is not provoked or vindictive, thinketh 
no evil; ,.. Love never faileth: ... and is not conditional.  
[It does not say if you show me love, I will show you love.]  
 
1 Peter 2:15-17 “For so is the will of God, that with well doing we may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: As free, and not having [our] liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but 
as the servants of God. Honour all [men]. Love the brotherhood. Fear God  
Teshuvah, [a time of repentance], is a most serious time, a time to search our hearts and see if 
there is any iniquity in us.  

 
The Spirit of YHWH is always with us and He exposes the state of our innermost being, and it comes up 
wanting. We will know when we are getting close to YHWH, by how much LOVE is in us.  
 

1 Cor 8:1-2 “...Knowledge puffeth up, but LOVE edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth 
any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.  

 
They will know us by our love? We are to show love; thereby, they will know to whom we belong.  
 

1 John 3:18 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 
truth.” 
 
James 4:11-12 “Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of [his] 
brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou 
judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to 
save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?”  
 

But, who is my brother? 
  
1 John 5:1 “Whosoever believeth that Yeshua is the Messiah is born of God: and every one 
that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is born of Him. 
 
John 1:12-13 “But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become the sons of 
God, [even] to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

 
All that receive and believe in Messiah are sons of God, by God’s will. If I am a son of God, then they are my 
brothers, all.  
 
When our brother or sister is sick, we are to help them.  
 

Rom 12: 15-16 “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. [Be] of the 
same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.” 
  
Jude 1: 22-23 “And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, 
pulling [them] out of the fire;” 
 
Psalm 145:8 “Yah [is] gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and great in mercy.” 
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Love does not demand, and is not conditional. Love is an expression of the heart. It is those that have not 
known love—the unloved, which need it the most. Because He FIRST loved us, we must be first to show 
Love, and not wait for it to be shown.  
 

Matt 5:46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? 
 
LOVE is all-powerful. It can control what we do, what we think, and how we are received. It can put away 
contention, anger, divisiveness, and hurts. It has the power to make us humble and to change our whole 
character. Love has a positive and a negative charge. It is the reflection of YHWH in us, because He FIRST 
loved us! It brings joy to the receiver and the giver. 

 
Luke 6:38 For with the same measure that ye give out, it shall be measured to you again.  

 
Love has the ability to reproduce. Not just physically, but spiritually. 
 
According to society, we classify people not only by their accomplishments, but by their lifestyle. 
Those that have and those that have not. The feeble and the strong, the learned and the unlearned, the 
failures and the accomplished. But, we all come up short in the eyes of our Almighty Creator. We are all but 
dung on a pile of dung! There is a list of Who’s Who in Society, and many desire to be included in this list. 
We that have come to know the truth are on a list. We are listed in the book of LIFE which does not 
disseminate where we stand in society. We are not of this world; we are part of the Family of YHWH, in 
unity of LOVE. 
  
It is the ugly, the poor, the sick, the broken-hearted, the cast offs of society, and the HUMBLE, which is 
what the Kingdom of YHWH is fashioned from. It is not made from the proud, the elite, the rich, or the 
hurtful. YHWH even loves those that don’t love Him. YHWH does all things out of Love. 
 
There are those that are in abusive marriages that keep going back for more abuse (women, especially, 
fall into this trap). We wonder how they can do this. They have a LOVE, that no matter how much they are 
beaten, they cannot stop loving their spouse. Believe it or not, this is the kind of love, [and more], we need as 
Believers. I am not saying that we should accept abuse—it is just we need a love of this kind to express 
YHWH in us that’s unconditional! 
 
How can we obtain such great love? This highest degree of love can only come from YHWH, but it first must 
be our desire. Solomon was given the desire of his heart. He asked for wisdom and knowledge and was 
commended because he did not ask for money or long life. 

  
2 Cron 1:7 In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall give 
thee.  
 
2 Cron 1:11-12 And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast not 
asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; 
but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over 
whom I have made thee king: Wisdom and knowledge [is] granted unto thee;  

 
What is the greater gift, Wisdom or LOVE? Wisdom reflects the one with it. And all the earth sought to 
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart ... but, Love reflects the GLORY of YHWH! 
 
The Angels proclaimed Glory to YHWH in the Highest, and after this they sang ... and good will towards man. 
This, too, must be the great principal governing all our testimonies and work. We cannot give Glory to 
YHWH without doing good to men. Be not proud of the state that you are in. Be humble, and ask YHWH 
for His love to abide in you, because your prayer will be heard.  

 
Psa 10:17 [YHWH], thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou 
wilt cause thine ear to hear: 
  
John 10:37-38 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe 
not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father [is] in me, and I in 
him. 
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John 13:35 By this shall all [men] know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.  
 
Matt 22:37-40 Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second [is] like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Torah and the 
prophets. 
 
Matt 25:45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did [it] not 
to one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me.  
 

Desire a fellowship with Love, for I know God is there. A fellowship based, not in word but in deed; with 
Equality, Fraternity, and Unity—the strong with the weak. For with the strong is the weak made strong. 
Charity [LOVE] edifieth,  
 
Read Col 3:12-15 painstakingly, for it says … 
 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,  
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, ... 
And above all these things [put on] love, which is the bond of perfectness.  

And let the peace of YHWH rule in your hearts,  
to the which also you are called in one body; and be ye thankful ... 

Amen. 
 

"V'lo nei-vosh l'olam vaed"  
May we never be ashamed 

 

2 PETER 
 

2 Pet 2:21 
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
 

First let us quote from Y'shua.  In Matthew it is plainly stated by Y'shua that the Torah was still in effect.  The 
one thing that you must pay attention to is that, not only does Y’shua tell us that the Torah has not passed 
away, but He quotes it.  This is clearly seen in Matt 5:16-48. 
 
In Verse 16; it plainly states to do all things to glorify “YOUR” Father who is in heaven. In Verse 17, Y'shua 
states without ANY DOUBT that He did NOT come to destroy the Torah [law] or the Prophets, but rather to 
fulfill the Torah. {A point of accuracy} there are 324 Prophesies in Torah that tells of the Messiah and His 
coming. 
 
In Verse 18, Y'shua tells us that until Heaven and Earth have passed away, that NO PART of the Torah— 
not even one jot or stroke of the scribe’s pen will pass away from the Torah until it is ALL fulfilled. In Verse 
19, we are even taught that if we were to break any of these commandments, EVEN the LEAST or MOST 
INSIGNIFICANT ones and teach others to do the same, we would lose our place in heaven.  We are 
instructed to keep and teach the commandments.   
 
It is understood that there are those who claim that according to Paul, that the law was gone.  It has been 
proven in this study that Paul kept the Torah.  Paul taught the Torah.  Paul taught in the Synogogue.   
 
In the Hebrew, the word for Law is Torah, and it means Teaching or Instruction.  The Hebrew usage is from 
the Peshitta text, which is an exact representation of the word used in the New Covenant. The Semitic root 
means “to civilize”.   
 
If we were to follow the teachings of the “modern” Church today, we would all be as lawless and apostate 
as the “world” sees us.  The general Church teaches that “The Law is not for today”. They teach that the Old 
Testament was abolished (even though the New Covenant teaches otherwise). This is an apostate teaching, 
and it relieves man of any obligation to YHWH beyond confessing/professing faith in the Messiah.  This is 
not only misleading, but also very distructive and it is killing our society. 
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The Scriptures even forewarned us of these teachings, that the Church would teach people what they want 
to hear:  
 

2 Tim 4:3-5 For a time will be when they will not endure sound doctrine, but they will heap up 
teachers to themselves according to their own lusts, tickling the ear. And they will turn away 
their ears from the truth and will be turned to myths. But you watch in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fully carry out your ministry.  

 
Many people are very happy to hear that they have no obligation to YHWH other than acceptance of His 
Son.  But Y'shua warned us of these false teachers, and that they would propagate “lawlessness”: 
 

Matt 24:11-13 And many false prophets will rise and deceive many. And because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many will become cold. But he who endures to the end, the same shall be 
kept safe. 
 
2 Thes 2:3-4 Let not anyone deceive you by any means. For that Day shall not come unless 
there first comes a falling away, and the man of sin shall be revealed, the son of perdition, who 
opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped, so that he sits as 
God in the temple of God, setting himself forth, that he is God.  
 
2 Thes 2:7-10 For the mystery of lawlessness is already working, only he is now holding back 
until it comes out of the midst. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the breath of His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming,  
whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceit of unrighteousness in those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, so that they might be saved.  

 
Two entire books of the New Covenant, 2 Peter and Jude, are dedicated to combating these apostate 
teachings. These books warn us of men who will promise “liberty” but turn from the “holy commandment” 
Torah: 
 

2 Peter 2:18-21 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they lure through the lusts 
of the flesh, by unbridled lust, the ones who were escaping from those who live in error; 
promising them liberty, they themselves are the slaves of corruption. For by whom anyone 
has been overcome, even to this one he has been enslaved. For if they have escaped the 
pollutions of the world through the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and are 
again entangled, they have been overcome by these, their last things are worse than the first. 
For it would have been better for them not to have fully known the way of righteousness, 
than fully knowing it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.  

 
And turn “the grace of our God” into a license to sin: 
 

Jude 1:4  For certain men crept in secretly, those having been of old previously written into this 
condemnation, ungodly ones perverting the grace of our God for unbridled lust, and 
denying the only Master, God, even our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Jude 1:14-18 And Enoch, the seventh from Adam, also prophesied to these, saying, Behold, the 
Lord came with myriads of His saints, to do judgment against all, and to rebuke all the ungodly 
of them concerning all their ungodly works which they ungodly did, and concerning all the hard 
things ungodly sinners spoke against Him. These are murmurers, complainers, leading lives 
according to their lusts. And their mouth speaks proud things, admiring faces for the sake of 
gain. But you, beloved, remember the words spoken before by the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, because they told you that at the last time there will be mockers according 
to their lusts, leading ungodly lives.  

 
And we saw in Matt 5:19 that Y'shua condemed these teachers, saying that they would be called “the least in 
the Kingdom of Heaven”. 
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The Dispensationalists and Replacement Theologists have their own agendas as well.  Deleting or making 
null the Old Covenant or Torah supports their twisted theology.  Their doctrine is that there are two ages: 
“The age of the Law” and “The age of Grace”. 
 
The Age of the Law was the Old Covenant and the Age of Grace is the New Covenant. And the 
Replacement Theologists teach that YHWH replaced Israel with the Church and Judaism with Christianity 
(The Constantine Conspiracy).  The ‘Old Testament’ with the ‘New Testament’: Law vs. Grace.  So they, too, 
teach that “the law is not for today” or “we have no law”.   
      
It is evident that the teachers of 2 Peter and Jude taught against sexual immorality as was IN THE LAW.  So 
how could the Churches today teach there is no Law?  (One exception to note: The Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Churches [MCC] teaches exactly that.  That there is NO sexual Immorality, and 
they support same sex unions and go as far as claiming that YHWH supports and approves them.)  This is a 
clear violation: see above Jude 1:4, 2 Peter 2:18-21. 
 
YHWH's Eternal Consistancy: 
Now we all know that YHWH is eternally consistant: 
 

Mal 3:6 For I am Jehovah, I change not. Because of this you sons of Jacob are not destroyed. 
 
Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today and forever.  

 
It is very important to realize that the men of the Old Covenant were under grace, just as we are today. 
 

Gen 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of Jehovah.  
 
Exod 33:12 And Moses said to Jehovah, Behold, You say to me, Bring up this people. And You 
have not told me whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, I know you by name, and you 
have also found grace in My sight.  
 
Exod 33:17 And Jehovah said to Moses, I will do this thing also that you have spoken. For you 
have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.  
 
Judges 6:17 And he said to Him, If now I have found grace in Your sight, then show me a sign 
that You talk with me.  
 
Jer 31:2 So says Jehovah, The people who were left of the sword found grace in the 
wilderness; even Israel, when I will go to give him rest.  

 
And they were equally justified by faith: 
 

Gen 15:6 And he believed in Jehovah. And He counted it to him for righteousness.  
 
Rom 4:1-4 What then shall we say that our father Abraham has found, according to flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has a boast; but not before God. For what does the 
Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness." But to 
him working, the reward is not reckoned according to grace, but according to debt. 
 
Gal 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness.  
 
Heb 10:38 Now, "the Just shall live by faith. But if he draws back, My soul shall have no 
pleasure in him."  
 
Heb 11:40 for God had provided some better thing for us, that they should not be made 
perfect without us. 
  
Hab 2:4 Behold, the soul of him is lifted up, and is not upright; but the just shall live by his 
faith. 
  
Rom 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, "The 
just shall live by faith."  
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Gal 3:11 But that no one is justified by the Law in the sight of God is clear, for, "The just shall 
live by faith."  

 
As you can see they could not have earned their salvation: 
 

Gal 2:16 knowing that a man is not justified by works of the Law, but through faith in Jesus 
Christ; even we believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith in Christ, and 
not by works of the Law. For all flesh will not be justified by works of law.  

 
Reality Check time:   
 
The New Covenant contains more commandments than the Old Covenant.  The New Covenant contains 
1050 commandments, [as deliniated in Dakes Annotated Reference Bible, pp313-316], while the Old 
Covenant Mosaic Law contains only a total of 613 [b.Makkot 23b].  However, we can’t forget, either, that the 
sacrificial part of Torah has now been fulfilled by Y’shua; so that means there’s a lot less laws to worry about.  
But they are very important laws to govern our lives by as they come from YHWH!   
 
Paul is greatly misunderstood:   
 
Many claim that Paul taught that the Torah/Law was not for today.  The Ebionites of ancient times even 
removed Paul's writing from their canon (Eusebius; Eccl. Hist. 3:27:4).  Many believed that even though 
Y'shua may not have abolished the law, Paul did.  This is a debate as old as the current era itself.  One 
modern day Dispensationalist, Maurice Johnson, taught that the Messiah did not abolish the Law, but that 
Paul did several years after the fact. (Apparently G-d allowed this system of Jewish ordinances to be 
practiced about thirty years after Christ fulfilled it because in His patience, G-d only gradually showed the 
Jews how it was that His program was changing... Thus it was that after G-d had slowly led the Christians out 
of Jewish religion He had Paul finally write these glorious, liberating truths. [Saved by “Dry” Baptism; a 
pamphlet by Maurice Johnson; pp9-10]).  So as you can see, as with any false teaching, the lack of Scripture 
is normal. 
 
Peter warns us that Paul's writings are hard to understand “... in which are some things hard to understand, 
which those who are untaught and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures.” 2 Peter 3:15-16. 
 
Now understand, Paul knew that his teachings were being perverted.  He mentions this in Rom 3:8; “And 
why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”? As we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that 
we say.”  Paul elaborates on this slanderous twist of his teachings, saying, “What shall we say then?  Shall 
we continue in sin that grace may abound?  Certainly not!...” Rom 6:1-2 and “What then?  Shall we sin 
because we are not under the Torah/Law but under grace?  Certainly not!” Rom 6:15. When Paul visited 
Jerusalem (Acts 21) he was again confronted with these twisted/misunderstood teachings. 
 

Act 21:20-21 When they heard about it, they praised God and told him, "You see, brother, how 
many thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and all of them are zealous for the law.  
But they have been told about you-that you teach all the Jews living among the gentiles to 
forsake the Law of Moses, and that you tell them not to circumcise their children or observe the 
customs.  

 
Now understand, Scripture shows very clearly that there was confusion over what he (Paul) had taught; and 
that to correct the misunderstanding, he (Paul) was ordered to take the Nazarite vows.  
 

Act 21:22-26 What is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. So do what we 
tell you. We have four men who are under a vow. Take these men, go through the purification 
ceremony with them, and pay the expenses to shave their heads. Then everyone will know that 
there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself constantly observe 
and guard the law. As for the gentiles who have become believers, we have sent a letter with 
our judgment that they should keep away from food that has been sacrificed to idols, from 
blood, from the meat of strangled animals, and from sexual immorality." Then Paul took the men 
and the next day purified himself with them. Then he went into the temple to announce the time 
when the days of purification would be over and when the sacrifice would be offered for each of 
them.  
[Nazarite Vows - Num 6:13-21]   
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As we can see in Acts 21:24, He took the vows and offered sacrifices at the Temple.  He also did and said 
many things to prove that he both kept and taught the Torah/Law. 
 
Paul: 

 1. Circumcised Timothy (Acts 16:1-3) 
 2. Took the Nazarite Vow (Acts 18:18; 21:17-26) 
 3. Taught and observed the Jewish holy days such as: 
      Passover (Acts 20:6; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; 11:17-34) 
     Shavuot (Pentecost) (Acts 20:16; 1 Cor. 16:8) 
     fasting on Yom Kippur (Acts 27:9) 
    Performed animal sacrifices in the Temple (Acts 21:17-26/Num. 6:13-21; Acts 24:17-18). 

 
Among his more notable statements on the subject are: 
    

“Neither against the Jewish Law, nor against the Temple, nor against Caesar have I offended in 
anything at all.” (Acts 25:8) 
“I have done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers.” (Rom 7:12) 
“...the Law is holy and the commandment is holy and just and good.” (Rom 7:12) 
“Do we then nullify the Law through faith?  May it never be!  On the contrary, we maintain the 
Law.” (Rom 3:31) 

 
Now these statements are damning for the Dispensationalists and the Replacement Theologists.  They prove 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the claims that Paul taught against the Torah were false.  Paul is and was 
one of the most difficult teachers to understand.   
 
What Scriptures say about the Torah: 
 
David delighted in the Law (he was saved by faith) (Rom 4:5-8; Ps119:97, 113, 163).  
Paul also delighted in the Law (Rom 7:12). 
 

Rom 7:12 So indeed the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.   
 
It is also to be noted that the TeNaCh and the New Covenant call the Law perfect. 

 
Psa 19:7-8 The Law of Jehovah is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of Jehovah is 
sure, making the simple wise. The Precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
Commandments of Jehovah are pure, giving light to the eyes. 
  
Jam 1:25 But whoever looks into the perfect Law of liberty and continues in it, he is not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work. This one shall be blessed in his doing.  
 

There are many Scriptures that tell us the Torah is everlasting and for all generations: 
 

Exod 27:21 in the tabernacle of the congregation, outside the veil which is before the testimony. 
Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before Jehovah. It shall be a statute 
forever to their generations on behalf of the sons of Israel.  
 
Exod 28:43 And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in to the 
tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near the altar to minister in the holy place; 
so that they do not bear iniquity, and die. It shall be a statute forever to him and his seed after 
him.  
 
Exod 29:28 And it shall be Aaron's and his sons' by a statute forever from the sons of Israel. For 
it is a heave offering. And it shall be a heave offering from the sons of Israel of the sacrifices of 
their peace offerings, even their heave offering to Jehovah. 
 
Exod 30:21 they shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they do not die. And it shall be a 
statute forever to them, to him and to his seed throughout their generations.  
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Lev 6:18 All the males among the sons of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall be a statute forever in 
your generations concerning the offerings of Jehovah made by fire. Everyone that touches them 
shall be holy.  
 
Lev 6:22 And the priest of his sons, who is anointed in his stead, shall offer it. It is a statute 
forever to Jehovah. It shall be wholly burnt.  
 
Lev 7:34 For I have taken the breast of the wave offering and the heave shoulder from the sons 
of Israel, from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest 
and to his sons by a statute forever from among the sons of Israel.  
 
Lev 7:36 which Jehovah commanded to be given to them of the sons of Israel, in the day that 
He anointed them as a statute forever throughout their generations.  
 
Lev 10:9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, neither you nor your sons with you, when you go 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest you die, a statute forever throughout your 
generations.  
 
Lev 10:15 The heave shoulder and the wave breast they shall bring with the fire offerings of the 
fat, to wave for a wave offering before Jehovah. And it shall be yours, and your sons' with you, 
by a statute forever, even as Jehovah has commanded.  
 
Lev 17:7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices to goats, after whom they have gone 
whoring. This shall be a statute forever to them throughout their generations.  
 
Lev 23:14 And you shall eat neither bread, nor parched grain, nor green ears, until the same 
day, until you have brought an offering to your God. It shall be a statute forever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings.  
 
Lev 23:21 And you shall proclaim on the same day that it may be a holy convocation to you. 
You shall do no work of labor. It shall be a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your 
generations. 
  
Lev 23:41 And you shall keep it a feast to Jehovah seven days in the year. It shall be a statute 
forever in your generations. You shall keep it in the seventh month.  
 
Lev 24:3 Aaron shall order it from evening until the morning before Jehovah forever outside the 
veil of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation. It shall be a statute forever in your 
generations.  
 
Num 10:8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets. And they shall be to 
you for an ordinance forever throughout your generations.  
 
Num 15:15 One ordinance for you of the congregation and also for the stranger that resides 
with you, an ordinance forever in your generations. As you are, so the stranger shall be before 
Jehovah.  
  
Num 18:8 And Jehovah spoke to Aaron, Behold, I have also given you the charge of My heave 
offerings of all the holy things of the sons of Israel. I have given them to you for the anointing, 
and to your sons, by an ordinance forever.   
 
Num 18:11 And this is yours, the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the 
sons of Israel. I have given them to you and to your sons and to your daughters with you, by a 
statute forever. Everyone that is clean in your house shall eat it. 
 
Num 18:19 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the sons of Israel offer to Jehovah, I 
have given you and your sons and your daughters with you, by a law forever. It is a covenant of 
salt forever before Jehovah to you and to your seed with you.  
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Num 18:23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they 
shall bear their iniquity, a statute forever throughout your generations, that among the sons of 
Israel they have no inheritance.  
 
Num 19:10 And he who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes and be unclean 
until the evening. And it shall be to the sons of Israel, and to the stranger that lives among them, 
for a statute forever.  
 
Deut 5:29 Oh that there were such a heart in them that they would fear Me and keep all My 
commandments always, so that it might be well with them and with their sons forever!  
 
Psa 119:160 Your Word is true from the beginning; and every one of Your righteous judgments 
endures forever. 

 
The law is not to be changed or taken away from: 
 

Deut 4:2 You shall not add to the Word which I command you, neither shall you take away 
from it, so that you may keep the commands of Jehovah your God which I command you.  
 
Deut 12:32 All the things I command you, be careful to do it. You shall not add to it, nor 
take away from it.  
 

The New Covenant Scriptures verify this: 
 
Matt 5:18 For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or one 
tittle shall in any way pass from the Law until all is fulfilled. 
 
Luke 16:17 And it is easier for the heaven and earth to pass than for one tittle of the Law to 
fail.  

 
The Law is not abolished by Y'shua HaMashiach: 
 

Matt 5:17 Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. 

 
Not abolished by faith: 
 

Rom 3:31 Do we then make the Law void through faith? Let it not be! But we establish the 
Law.  

 
The New Covenant calls the Torah “The Law of Messiah”: 
 

Gal 6:2 Bear one another's burdens, and so you will fulfill the Law of Christ.  
 
Now if the Torah/Law is good and everlasting, it stands to reason that it should be observed.  Paul tells us 
that we should not use grace as an excuse to sin:   
 

Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound?  
Rom 6:2 Let it not be! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  
Rom 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under Law, but under grace? Let it not 
be!  

 
Paul also tells us that the only way to know sin is through the knowledge of the Law: 
 

Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Let it not be said! But I did not know sin except 
through the law. For also I did not know lust except the law said, You shall not lust. 

 
Y'shua tells us that if we love Him, we will keep his commandments: 
 

Joh 14:15 If you love Me, keep My commandments. 
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Joh 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who 
loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will reveal Myself to him. 
Joh 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If a man loves Me, he will keep My Word. And My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  
Joh 14:24 He who does not love Me does not keep My Words, and the Word which you hear is 
not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.  
Joh 14:25 I have spoken these things to you, being present with you.  
Joh 15:10 If you keep My commandments, you shall abide in My love, even as I have kept My 
Father's commandments and abide in His love.   

 
The fact that we are saved by faith is all the more reason that we should keep the Torah as Scripture tells us: 

 
Tit 3:5-8 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured 
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace, we 
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Faithful is the Word, and as to these 
things, I desire that you strongly affirm that those believing God might be careful to maintain 
good works. These things are good and profitable to men.  
 
1 John 2:3-7 And by this we know that we have known Him, if we keep His commandments. He 
who says, I have known Him, and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. But whoever keeps His Word, truly in this one the love of God is perfected. By this 
we know that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk even as 
He walked. Brothers, I do not write a new commandment to you, but an old commandment 
which you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the Word which you have heard 
from the beginning.  
 
Jam 2:14-26 My brothers, what profit is it if a man says he has faith and does not have works? 
Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, Go in peace, be warmed and filled, but you do not give them those things which 
are needful to the body, what good is it? Even so, if it does not have works, faith is dead, being 
by itself. But someone will say, You have faith, and I have works. Show me your faith without 
your works, and I will show you my faith from my works. You believe that there is one God, you 
do well; even the demons believe and tremble. But will you know, O vain man, that faith without 
works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he had offered Isaac his 
son upon the altar? Do you see how faith worked with his works, and from the works faith was 
made complete? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed to him for righteousness, and he was called the friend of God." You see then how a 
man is justified by works, and not by faith only. And in the same way, was not Rahab the harlot 
also justified by works when she had received the messengers and had sent them out another 
way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.  

 
Y'shua was tempted in all the things we were and He did keep the Torah: 
 

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot be touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted just as we are, yet without sin. 

 
We can not use the excuse that “We can't keep the Torah, anyway, so why bother?” You will see in Deut 
30:9-14, that that statement is invalid: 
 

Deut 30:9-14 And Jehovah your God will make you have plenty in every work of your hand, in 
the fruit of your body, and in the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of your land, for good. For 
Jehovah will again rejoice over you for good, as He rejoiced over your fathers; for you shall 
listen to the voice of Jehovah your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which are 
written in this book of the Law, and if you turn to Jehovah your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul. For this commandment which I command you today is not hidden from you, neither 
is it far off. It is not in Heaven, that you should say, Who shall go up for us to Heaven, and bring 
it to us, so that we may hear it and do it? Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, Who 
shall go over the sea for us to the region beyond the sea, and bring it to us, so that we may hear 
it and do it? But the Word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may do 
it.  
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There is no conflict between Law and Liberty, in fact James calls the Law “the Law of Liberty” (James 1:25; 
2:12). 
 
Contrary to the Dispensationalists and the Once Saved Always Saved teachers, true liberty does not include 
a license to sin (Rom 3:8; 6:1-2, 15).  The best and only way to know what not to do is to know the Torah. If 
the Torah is void, then there can be no sin.  And if there is no sin, there is no need for a Messiah. And if there 
is no need for the Messiah, what are we doing worshipping YHWH?  If the Old Covenant is no longer valid, 
then the Prophesies (all 324) of the Messiah are not valid; and thus making the idea of a Messiah invalid. 
      
Scripture clearly tells us that the Torah is good, and that the observance is good.  It does not save, but it sure 
makes it eaiser to resist sin. 

 
2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfected, thoroughly 
furnished to every good work.  

 
It does not say “Only the New Covenant” it says “All Scripture”.  Let’s quit splitting hairs in following the 
Roman Church and the Constantine Conspiracy. Let’s take back our rightful place in Israel.   
 
The old law could be broken Jer 31:32; to remedy this YHWH gives, not a new law, but a new power to the 
old law. It used to be a mere code of morals, external to man and obeyed as a duty. In the Body of Messiah, 
it becomes an inner force, shaping man’s character from within—to be obeyed spiritually.  
 
It is travesty that the Body of Believers has no real clue as to the blessings and the power that can be added 
to their “Christian” walk by getting to know the Torah.  It is said by many that it was/is too confusing and not 
really relevant to today’s Church.  On the contrary, it is so vital to today’s Church in so many ways.  The first 
and most important point is that if we take away the Laws, then how do we know what is sin?  How do we 
conduct ourselves in our homes, churches, businesses, and our governments?  All of our guidelines are 
there in the Torah.  YHWH gave us the “Owner’s Manual” of life in the Torah.  It is easy to say that the law is 
passed away; it is so easy to pick and choose which laws we are willing to follow.  For instance, look at the 
most basic of the Laws, the Ten Commandments (Exod 20:1-17;   Deut 5:1-21).   
 
These commandments are the basis of most governments.  It is the foundation of the basic civil rights that 
we protect.  If we were to throw just the basic Ten Commandments out; then we, in effect, destroy our basic 
human rights.  This is just not an option.   
 
Let us also bring up a very basic point.  If we take the “Law/Torah” out of Scripture: 
 

• then we actually destroy about 60% of the entire Scripture   
• we also deny the Lordship of our Messiah.   

 
By removing any part of Scripture, we are in effect denying Y'shua the Messiah.  Are you sure you want to 
do that?  Every Christian claims, professes, holds true and accurate, that Y'shua is GOD.  It is a fact that no 
person can prove Y'shua was/is the Messiah without the use of the Law/Torah, the Old Covenant.  It can not 
be done.  It is impossible. 
      
The Messiah's entire being is described in the prophesies of the TaNaCh, except for a few verses regarding 
the proof of who and what He is.  There are 324 prophesies that point to, describe and proclaim the Messiah.  
If we deny the Old Covenant, then we are denying the existance of our Messiah.  Now let's look at some very 
basic facts. 
 
YHWH is everlasting, the WORD/the Scriptures were with Him, and the WORD was God.  Now notice it does 
NOT say the ‘New Testament’.  It says “the Word”.   
 

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him. Without him was 
not anything made that has been made. 
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Now Scripture tells us that God became flesh.  He became the living Word: 
 

John 1:6-14 There came a man, sent from God, whose name was Yochanan. The same came 
as a witness, that he might testify about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but was sent that he might testify about the light. The true light that enlightens 
everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
and the world didn't recognize him. He came to his own, and those who were his own didn't 
receive him. But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become God's children, 
to those who believe in his name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glory, 
such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 
Now Y'shua is God.  All things are of Him:   
 

1 Cor 8:6 yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for him; and one 
Lord, Yeshua the Messiah, through whom are all things, and we live through him. 

 
John 10:30-38  I and the Father are one." Therefore the Judeans took up stones again to stone 
him. Yeshua answered them, "I have shown you many good works from my Father. For which 
of those works do you stone me?" The Judeans answered him, "We don't stone you for a good 
work, but for blasphemy: because you, being a man, make yourself God." Yeshua answered 
them, "Isn't it written in your Torah, 'I said, you are gods?' If he called them gods, to whom the 
word of God came (and the Scripture can't be broken), do you say of him whom the Father 
sanctified and sent into the world, 'You blaspheme,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God?' If I 
don't do the works of my Father, don't believe me. But if I do them, though you don't believe me, 
believe the works; that you may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in the Father."  
 
John 17:11 I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, keep them through your name which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are.  
 
John 17:21 that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 
may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me. 
 

Y'shua and YHWH are one in the same, and are the WORD. If we take away any part, then we take away 
who and what YHWH is. He even tells us that His WORDS will not pass away. 
 

Psalm 148:6 He has also established them forever and ever. He has made a decree which will 
not pass away.  
 
Dan 7:14 There was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.  
 
Matt 5:18 For most certainly, I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not even one smallest 
letter or one tiny pen stroke shall in any way pass away from the Torah, until all things are 
accomplished.  
 
Matt 24:34-35 Most certainly I tell you, this generation will not pass away, until all these things 
are accomplished. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

 
Mark 13:30-31 Most certainly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things happen. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

 
Luke 16:17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one tiny stroke of a pen 
in the Torah to become void.  
 
Luke 21:32-33 Most certainly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things are 
accomplished. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass away. 
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So on that note, how can you say that any portion of YHWH and His Word is not for today, or that any part of 
Him is void or invalid? How can we have the audacity to claim that we have the right or ability to limit YHWH 
for any reason?  If any part of Scripture is correct, then it is all correct.  If any part is void, then it is all void.   
 
You are either for YHWH or you are against Him. There is no middle ground. It is either all or nothing. 
 

Matt 12:30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who doesn't gather with me, scatters.  
Luk 11:23 "He that is not with me is against me. He who doesn't gather with me scatters. 
 

1 JOHN 
 

1 John 2:2-5 
2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 

him. 
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that 

we are in him. 
 

The only commandments John knew were in the Torah. What is important to know here is that the Torah 
itself is not a curse; rather, the curse is but one part of the Torah. This "curse of the law" AND its function of 
being "a tutor" (a "guide" or "guardian", literally one who escorts you), apply to those who have not yet 
placed their faith in YHWH.  
 
It is often taught that when Paul spoke of the Torah serving as a guardian before Y’shua, he was saying that 
it held the Jews, under the Law of Moses, in bondage until Y’shua came and died and now that role of the 
Torah is permanently done away with. This is a biased misreading of the text, as YHWH does not change. 
What Paul is saying is that in the life of every living person (yesterday and today), the Torah functions as 
such before they come to Messiah. The Torah's curse and role of guardian ceases after anyone comes 
to trust in Y’shua. However, the Torah's role as YHWH's revelation of how we are to live for Him 
continues. 

 
1 John 2:7-8 
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had 
from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. 
8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because 
the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 
 

So, now you have John as a schizophrenic, because he not only talked about the commandments in 1 John 
5:2-3 and in 1 John 2:3-4, but look at what he said in verse 7: "Brethren, I write no new commandment unto 
you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which 
ye have heard from the beginning."  
 
As for Israel, look at Ezek 37:15-28. There is the definition of Israel, see anything in there that points to the 
rest of the Gentiles. (The Ishmael side of the family might be the only folks left out of this one.) It is correct 
that YHWH has many more commandments than the 10; but the 10 is the second part, just after Love of God 
and Love of your neighbour. As a matter of fact, there are 613 commandments in the Old Covenant, but 
there are 1040 in the Renewed Covenant. Nothing new in the New Covenant, but everyone keeps forgetting 
to love Y’shua by following one of those New Covenant commandments, his commandment in John 
14:15. 
 

1 John 3:4 
Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 
 

In Matthew chapter 7, Y’shua gives a Midrash
471

 on the Torah. Here, at the conclusion of His Midrash, He 
shows in three different ways who falls in this category of those "He does not know".  
He describes them as follows: 

                                                      
471 Containing extra-legal material of anecdotal or allegorical nature, designed either to clarify historical material, or to teach a moral 
point - http://www.google.co.za/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:Midrash&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title 
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Matt 7:21 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  
Matt 7:23 - And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.  
Matt 7:26 - And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  

 
Regarding the first, Matt 7:21: At the time Y’shua spoke, where was the Father's will to be found? Only in the 
Torah (and its extension through the rest of the TeNaCh).  
 
Concerning what He next says in verse 23: How is iniquity (sin) defined even in the "New Testament"? It is 
the breaking of Torah: 1 John 3:4—Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 
transgression of the law. The word for "iniquity" in verse 23 is "lawlessness" from the Greek anomia. Y’shua 
clearly states that those who practice lawlessness will not enter into His kingdom. What "law" are these 
people violating with their "lawlessness"? As it has been clearly shown, the context of Matt 5:17 through 7:29 
is that of "religious law"—the Torah. 
 
Lastly, in verse 26, when Y’shua says "these sayings of mine", He is in no way stating that "His 
commandments" now replace those of the Father's. Such a statement would immediately disqualify Him as 
being the Messiah. Yet, this doctrine is taught in many places today (usually in a roundabout way).Y’shua's 
sayings are those of the Father—they are One. If you have heard Him you have heard the Father, and vice 
versa. He makes this clear throughout all four Gospel accounts. 
 
Paul also reminds us that this does not change for believers in Messiah. The Torah remains: Rom 3:31—Do 
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

 
1 John 3:22-24 
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in his sight. 
23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 
 

Taking the Scripture literally, it says “whatever we ask of YHWH”. That means anything in His will for us, 
we receive of Him that He wants to give to us; but this is conditional! The condition is that “we keep His 
Torah (commandments here is plural), and do the things that please Him”. 
 
Verse 23 says that we also believe in the name of Y’shua HaMashiach, and love one another. 
 
Verse 24 reinforces that the person keeping Torah is doing exactly what YHWH requires. 

 
1 John 4:21, 5:2-3 
And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 
 
1 John 5:2-3 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. 
 

This was already explained in detail in James 4:11. 
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2 JOHN 
 

2 John 1:4-6 
4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a 
commandment from the Father. 
5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that 
which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 
6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye 
have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 

 
Restitution means to return it to the way it was, but as beings that are limited by time and space, this is 
sometimes impossible to do, but with YHWH it is possible.  YHWH has the power to make restitution for all 
things, and it is through Him that we are able to make restitution for ourselves; there is no other way 
possible.  Restitution is judged by YHWH of the amount, when it is made and even how effective it will be.  
As imperfect beings, we make mistakes; we don't understand how far-reaching the consequences of our 
actions really are—but we must learn to apply the Torah in this life and not lessen the requirements 
needed to make restitution.  If we lessen the requirements, we cheat the offender from understanding the 
consequences of his actions and the disciplines of making full and proper restoration.  Y’shua taught:  
   

Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be 
exalted.   
WOE unto you who shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: you don't enter yourself, 
neither do you allow others to enter.  
WOE unto you who take widows' houses, and make a show of your religion with your long 
prayers.  
WOE unto you hypocrites who compass sea and land to make one proselyte into a twofold 
more child of hell than yourselves.  
WOE unto you blind guides, which teach men to shall swear by their religious denominations, 
instead of obeying the Torah of YHWH as your Authority.  
WOE unto you hypocrites who pay tithes but have made void the TORAH, MISHPATIM, 
CHESED, and EMUNAH: all are required, but you blind leaders, strain at a gnat, and swallow a 
camel.  
WOE unto you who put on a show on the outside, but inside are full of extortion, gossip and 
excess.  First cleanse your heart and mind, then the outside of will be clean as well.  
WOE unto you who are like white washed tombs, you look clean on the outside, but inside you 
are full of rotten bones, outwardly you appear righteous, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
Torahlessness.  
WOE unto you hypocrites who tell others that you are like the righteous prophets of YHWH, I 
send out prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and you kill and crucify them; you scourge them 
in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:

472
  

   
Messiah is the author of Justice; His Teaching is centered on repentance and entering into the Kingdom of 
YHWH.  Many false leaders have used the beauty of the Salvation message to fill their pockets with 
mammon; it is the responsibility of each one in Y’shua to uphold the values and teachings of Y’shua as Holy. 
 
It is each one of our responsibilities to make a clear distinction between paganism and Truth.  The false 
leaders glory in the flesh of those who uphold their authority, they are the first to condemn others who 
expose the lawlessness within their churches, synagogues, temples or mosques.  Those who would protect 
their religious icons are the first to crucify the messengers of Freedom in Torah and Messiah.  The greatest 
loss to the household of Faith is never monetary, or even the value YHWH places in the good character of 
His children who are in Messiah—the greatest loss is dividing out the Children of Israel so they cannot 
find their way to enter into the Joy of YHWH.  
   
YHWH requires the guilty to make restitution to the innocent.  Before one enters into any congregation or 
covenant with another, it is wise to determine if there will be a Beit Din

473
 of men who are Mighty in 

Scriptures and the Ruach HaKodesh of YHWH; who will be able to bring Righteous Counsel to make 
restitution in the Name of YHWH, and uphold the Torah of YHWH.  Without a Beit Din, there is no 

                                                      
472 Matt 23:12-33 
473 A court of Jewish law 
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accountability, no counsel and no reconciliation. This allows the wicked to abuse others and wreak havoc in 
the community.  
   
Y’shua says that in the last days, "because Torah-lessness shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold"— 
Matt 24:12.  The love of many certainly has "waxed cold" in these last days as Torah has become a curse 
word for many people; but YHWH is also raising up a people unto Himself who have His Torah written 
upon their hearts.  Our hearts and souls are being enlarged as many apply Torah and walk in Messiah by 
the authority of the Word of YHWH.  
   
Y’shua says, "You have heard it said, you shall love your neighbour, and hate your enemy.  But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  That you may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven: for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust.  For if you love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?  
And if you salute your brethren only, what do you more than others? do not even the publicans so?  Be you 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect."   
 
Our calling requires us to expect all souls we meet to want to enter into the Kingdom of YHWH, although this 
is many times not the case; only YHWH knows who will enter into Life and who will not.  Love requires that 
we respect others, but we must not lower the standards of Torah because no one will be saved in their 
sins. We have a Saviour who came to save us FROM our sins.  Loving our enemies and blessing them that 
hate us means that we apply the Torah to the fullest extent we can in Y’shua.  It means we uphold Torah, we 
give witness to others about YHWH and His Torah and the righteous requirements for Salvation.   
 
Y’shua said, "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven". Matt 16:19.  The word Hebrew 
meaning of bind means to forbid, loose means to permit.  Y’shua gave his Talmidim

474
 the authority to 

establish Halacha (authoritative decisions) within the community; but these decisions require a Beit Din, 
where two or three are gathered in His Name.  The Ruach HaKodesh is given to guide the Beit Din to 
make decisions according to what the Messiah gives in counsel to His people.  The Torah requires that we 
not have unequal balances when establishing restitution with those who are either within or outside of our 
community—each one must be treated as equal before YHWH.  
   

"Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of Elohim; and every one that loves is born of 
YHWH, and knows YHWH."

475
  

 
"For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are 
not grievous."

476
  

   
"Now I request of you not as though I wrote a new commandment unto you, but that which we 
had from the beginning, that we love one another.  And this is love, that we walk after his 
commandments.  This is the commandment, That, as you have heard from the beginning, you 
should walk in it."

477
 

 
 

REVELATION 
 

Rev 12:17 
And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 
which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 

The "keeping of the commands of God" (the Torah) is of paramount importance with regard to protection 
during these dark times, the Soncino Zohar, Bereshith, Section 1, Page 151a says the following: 
 

R. Hiya and R. Hizkiah were once sitting underneath a tree in the field of Ono. R. Hiya fell into a 
slumber and beheld Elijah. He said to him: ‘The whole field is illumined with your presence.’ 

                                                      
474 Disciples 
475 1 John 4:7 
476 1 John 5:3 
477 2 John 1:5-6 
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Elijah answered: ‘I am come to tell you that Jerusalem is about to be laid waste together with all 
the towns of the sages, for the reason that Jerusalem is the embodiment of judgement, and is 
preserved by judgement, and now judgement demands its destruction; and Samael has already 
been given power over it and over its mighty ones. I have therefore come to advise the sages 
thereof so that they may try to obtain for Jerusalem some years of grace. For so long as 
knowledge of the Torah is found therein it will be spared, the Torah being the tree of life 
by which all live. But when the study of the Torah ceases below, the tree of life 
disappears from the world. Hence so long as the sages cling to the Torah, Samael has no 
power over them, as Scripture says: “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau” (Gen. XXVII, 22). The voice is the Torah, which is termed the voice of Jacob, 
and so long as that voice pours forth, the utterance also dominates and prevails (over the hands 
of Esau). Hence the study of the Torah should never cease.’  

 
Rev 14:12 
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus. 

 
Verse 12 is grounded in the Hebraic concept of both keeping Torah and the faith OF Y’shua (tzaddik – a 
Righteous One). 
 
The commandments of YHWH's Torah act as the means to both understanding oneself and linking to 
YHWH: 
 

Every mitzvah is a bond between man and God. As such, the attitude towards the mitzvah must 
relate to both these points. Man must find himself in the mitzvah, and he must find God in the 
mitzvah. Love is the mode of the person finding himself in the mitzvah. Awe is the mode of 
finding God in the mitzvah.

478
  

 
Even the word for YHWH's commandment, "mitzvah," carries with it the meaning of "unification": 
 

"Mitzvah" - commandment - also means companionship or union (from the Aramaic "tzavta" - 
companionship). One who fulfills a commandment becomes united with the essence of G-d, 
who ordained that precept.

479
  

 
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov stresses the importance of "binding oneself to the Messiah", as it is through such 
a Righteous One that YHWH is fully revealed. (This idea is fundamental to understanding the role Y’shua 
played as a sinless tzaddik who further "opened the path".) This increase in Torah knowledge (the Torah of 
Messiah) is equated to the River of the Garden of Eden (which we see "reappearing” at the end of the Book 
of Revelation for the first time since the Book of Genesis). 
 

Furthermore, "the River" refers to the Voice of Rebuke. The Voice of Rebuke is present in the 
Mashiach, represented by the tzaddikim who reveal the pathways of spirituality.  
 
... the Torah is that sweet-smelling spice which emanates from the Voice of Rebuke, bringing all 
back to God.  
 
... The Mashiach of each generation (i.e., the tzadikkim) are those who draw the power of Eden 
(prayer) into the Garden (Torah), giving form and shape to that which is beyond conception. 
This is their awesome power, and this is why they can reveal Godliness—for they are able to 
reveal the mitzvot (commandments) and advice with which we can relate to God. This is why 
the tzadikkim are called "the Voice of Rebuke", and "the River".  
 
... cleaving to the tzadikkim - to Mashiach - is crucial. Without it, one cannot hope to combine 
the aspects of Torah and prayer, and thereby come to recognize God.  
 
... The Voice of Rebuke is the Song of the Future, which itself corresponds to the revelation of 
God's Name.

480
  

                                                      
478 From http://www.aish.com/spirituality/kabbala101/Kabbala_14_-_Love_and_Awe.asp 
479 From Iggrot Kodesh, Vol 10, 368, Rabbi Yosef Y. Schneersohn, as cited in; The Divine Commandments - The Significance and 
Function of the Mitzvot in Chabad Philosophy, Nissan Mindel, Kehot Publicatoin Society, Brooklyn NY, 1992, p.17 
480 Mashiach - Who? What? Why? How? Where? When?, Chaim Kramer, Breslov Research Institute, Jerusalem, pp. 114-115 
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We can thus conclude that the term "patience of the saints" in verse 12 relates to the "perfect path" one can 
take in life; i.e., following YHWH's Torah to the best of one's ability, and "attaching oneself" to a Great 
Tzaddik who "paves the way ahead" for you through His greater righteousness. 

  
Rev 22:14 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. 
 

The verse explicitly says to “do” YHWH’s Torah. The denial of access to the Tree of Life is fundamentally 
related to the sin of separating the bride from the groom. Thus the tikkun

481
 of the the bride/groom and 

access to the Tree of Life, is directly tied to the keeping of the commandments of the Torah. 
 

Furthermore, one of the special paragraphs said in advance of a mitzvah, to focus us on the 
purpose of the mitzvah (found in most prayer books) is: [I hereby do this mitzvah] for the sake of 
the unification of The Holy One, Blessed is He, and His Divine Presence, in fear and in love, to 
unify the Name of yud-h'eh with vav h'eh in completion, in the name of the entire Jewish 
people.

482
 
 
 

 
To conclude 
 
In chapters 3 and 4, we have now covered each and every verse that appertained to YHWH’s Torah and 
how it is viewed through the eyes of the Jew, or interpreted from a Hebraic perspective. With this, we used 
the correct tools to interpret Scripture. All Scripture was viewed through the eyes of Messiah Y’shua. 
 
SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS 3 AND 4 
 

• Chapters 4 and 5 deal with how to understand the Torah-based New Covenant Scriptures. 
• The Torah is holy, and the commandments are holy and just and good. 
• The Torah is perfect, converting the soul.  
• The Torah is the perfect Law of liberty.  
• The Torah is everlasting and for all generations.  
• The Torah is not to be changed or taken away from. 
• The Torah is not abolished by Y'shua HaMashiach. 
• The Torah is not abolished by faith. 
• The New Covenant calls the Torah “The Law of Messiah”. 
• The Torah is good and everlasting; then it stands to reason that it should be observed. 
• Paul tells us that we should not use grace as an excuse to sin.   
• The only way to know sin is through the knowledge of the Torah. 
• Y'shua tells us that if we love Him we will keep his commandments, His Torah. 
• The fact that we are saved by faith is all the more reason that we should keep the Torah as 

Scripture informs us. 
• Y'shua was tempted in all the things we are, and He did keep the Torah. 
• We can not use the excuse that “We can't keep the Torah anyway, so why bother?” Deut 30:9-14, 

states that this statement is invalid. 
• There is no conflict between Law and Liberty.  
• Scripture clearly tells us that the Torah is good, and that the observance is good.  It does not save, 

but it sure makes it easer to resist sin. 
• All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfected, thoroughly furnished to every 
good work. It does not say “Only the New Covenant” it says “All Scripture” and the Torah is 
included.   

• The commandments are the basis of most governments.  It is the foundation of the basic civil 
rights that we protect.  If we were to throw out just the basic Ten Commandments, then we in 
effect, destroy our basic human rights.   

• If we take the Torah out of Scripture, then we actually destroy about 60% of the entire Scripture; 
even worse, we then also deny the Lordship of our Messiah which is proven only in the Torah. 
 

                                                      
481 Perfecting 
482 From http://www.torah.org/learning/perceptions/5760/vaeschanan.html - Parshas Vaeschanan/Nachamu, Pleading in Comfort, by 
Rabbi Pinchas Winston 
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CHAPTER 5 
Conclusion 

 
  

’shua, Paul, and the rest of the New Covenant writers taught the Gentile Believers to follow the Law of 
Moses, the Torah of YHWH. Paul, along with the other Jewish believers, continued to follow the laws 
of Moses after accepting Y’shua as the Messiah. Paul lived a Torah-observant lifestyle. Paul taught 

the Gentiles to follow his own lifestyle and example. By his own Torah-observant lifestyle, and by specifically 
teaching the Gentiles to follow his own example (and the example of Y’shua), Paul was teaching the Gentiles 
to follow the Law of Moses.  
 
Paul affirmed the whole Torah. Paul used the Old Covenant as the textbook for instructing all Believers. The 
New Covenant contains a vast amount of examples where Paul instructed the Gentiles to follow specific Old 
Covenant laws. Paul taught that the Gentile Believers became united with the Jewish Believers as full 
citizens of Israel (the descendants of Jacob). In Y’shua, there was no difference between Jewish and Gentile 
Believers.  
 
Y’shua taught that the Torah would not be changed until the earth passed away. Y’shua commissioned His 
disciples to teach both Jews and the Gentiles everything that He had taught them.  
 
When Believers first started to realize the implications of following and living Torah, the initial reaction was to 
be repulsed by the specter of legalism. Many thought that observing the Old Covenant laws would rob a 
person of the joys of the Christian life, and that anyone who chose such a lifestyle would soon become 
repulsive to others.  The fallacy of such thinking slowly became obvious as a Believer realized that all of the 
Bible authors and heroes from Moses to Paul had honoured the Torah without being legalistic. Y’shua 
himself observed the Torah perfectly, while teaching emphatically against legalism and drawing crowds of 
ardent followers.  
 
In our modern culture, people adopt all sorts of lifestyles just for the fun of it. People fancy themselves as 
cowboys, athletes, great outdoorsmen, or rock stars.  They work religiously to acquire the clothes, 
equipment, vocabulary, and skills to accompany their dreams. So why is it that when someone suggests that 
Believers could adopt the lifestyle of our Lord Y’shua (the same lifestyle followed by the founding apostles of 
true Christianity), we find the idea is repulsive or even heretical?  Couldn't we do it just for the fun of it?  
 
The Christianity that has been handed down to us from the time of Constantine contains a payload of subtly 
ingrained prejudices against the Torah, and against the Jews themselves.  The time has arrived for every 
seeker of truth to examine those prejudices in the light of Scripture.  
 
 
 

My doctrine shallshallshallshall drop as the rain,  
my speech shallshallshallshall distil as the dew,  

 
as the small rain upon the tender herb,  
and as the showers upon the grass: 

Deut 32:2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y 
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ADDENDUMS 
 
THE SEVEN RULES OF HILLEL  
 
The Seven Rules of Hillel existed long before Rabbi Hillel (60 BCE – 20 CE?), but he was the first to write 
them down. These rules are so old, that we see them used in the TeNaCh (Old Testament).  
 
Rabbis Hillel and Shamai were competitive leading figures in Judaism during the days of Y’shua's youth. 
Hillel was known for teaching the Spirit of the Law and Shamai was known for teaching the letter of the Law. 
Y’shua's teaching largely followed that of the School of Hillel rather than that of the School of Shamai (an 
exception being Y’shua agreeing with Shamai regarding divorce in Matt 19:9). 
 
For example, Y’shua's famous "golden rule": Whatever you would that men should do to you, do you even to 
them, for this is the Torah and the Prophets. (Matt 7:12) 
 
This reads very closely with Hillel's famous statement: What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor that 
is the whole Torah ... (b.Shabbat 31a) 
 
Upon Hillel's death, the mantle of the School of Hillel was passed to his son Simeon. Upon Simeon's death, 
the mantle of the school of Hillel passed to Gamliel. This Gamliel spoke in defense of the early Nazarenes 
(Acts 5:34-39). He was the teacher of Paul (Acts 22:3).  In 2 Tim 2:15, Paul speaks of "rightly dividing the 
word of truth". What did Paul mean by this? Was he saying that there were right and wrong ways to interpret 
the scriptures? Did Paul believe there were actual rules to be followed when interpreting (understanding) the 
Scriptures? Was Paul speaking of the Seven Rules of Hillel? 
 
Paul was certainly taught these rules in the School of Hillel by Hillel's own grandson Gamliel. When we 
examine Paul's writings, we will see that they are filled with uses of Hillel's Seven Rules (several examples 
appear below). It would appear, then, that the Seven Rules of Hillel are at least part of what Paul was 
speaking of when he spoke of "rightly dividing the Word of truth". 
 
The Seven Rules of Hillel are: 
 
1. Kal Vahomer (Light and heavy) 
The Kal vahomer rule says that what applies in a less important case will certainly apply in a more important 
case. A kal vahomer argument is often, but not always, signaled by a phrase like "how much more ..." 
 
The Rabbinical writers recognize two forms of kal vahomer:  

• kal vahomer meforash - In this form the kal vahomer argument appears explicitly.  
• kal vahomer satum - In which the kal vahomer argument is only implied.  

 
There are several examples of kal vahomer in the Tenach. For example: Behold the righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner. (Prov 11:31). And: If you have run with 
footmen and they have wearied you, then how can you contend with horses? (Jer 12:5a). Other TeNaCh 
examples to look at: Deut 31:27; 1 Sam 23:3; Jer 12:5b; Ezek 15:5; Esther 9:12 
 
There are several examples of kal vahomer in the New Covenant. Y'shua often uses this form of argument. 
For example: If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the Law of Moses should not be broken, 
are you angry with me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath? (John 7:23). And: What man 
is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it 
out? Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. 
(Matt 12:11-12). Other examples of Y'shua's usage of kal vahomer are: Matt 6:26, 30 = Luke 12:24, 28; Matt 
7:11 = Luke 11:13; Matt 10:25 & John 15:18-20; Matt 12:12 & John 7:23. 
 
Paul especially used kal vahomer. Examples include: Rom 5:8-9, 10, 15, 17; 11:12, 24; 1 Cor 9:11-12; 12:22; 
2 Cor 3:7-9, 11; Phil 2:12; Phil 1:16; Heb 2:2-3; 9:13-14; 10:28-29; 12:9, 25. 
 
2. G'zerah Shavah (Equivalence of expressions) 
An analogy is made between two separate texts on the basis of a similar phrase, word or root; i.e., where the 
same words are applied to two separate cases, it follows that the same considerations apply to both. 
Tenakh example: By comparing 1 Sam 1:10 to Judges 13:5, using the phrase "no razor shall touch his 
head", we may conlude that Samuel, like Samson, was a nazarite. 
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New Covenant example: In Heb 3:6-4:13, Paul compares Psalms 95:7-11 = Heb 3:7-11 to Gen 2:2 = Heb 4:4 
based on the words "works" and "day"/"today" ("today" in Hebrew is literally "the day"). Paul uses this 
exegesis to conclude that there will be 6,000 years of this world followed by a 1,000 year Shabbat. 
 
3. Binyan ab mikathub echad (Building up a "family" from a single text) 
A principle is found in several passages: A consideration found in one of them applies to all. Heb 9:11-22 
applies "blood" from Exod 24:8=Heb 9:20 to Jer 31:31-34 
 
4. Binyab ab mishene kethubim (Building up a "family" from two or more texts) 
A principle is established by relating two texts together: The principle can then be applied to other passages. 
For example, You shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in measures of length, of weight, or quantity. 
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall you have; I am the Lord your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt (Lev 19:35-36). By use of the fourth rule of Hillel, we can recognize that 
the provision of equals weights and measures applies also to how we judge others and their actions. 
 
In Heb 1:5-14, Paul sites the following to build a rule that the Messiah is of a higher order than angels:  

• Psalms 2:7 = Heb 1:5  
• 2 Sam 7:14 = Heb 1:5  
• Deut 32:43/Psalms 97:7/(Neh 9:6) = Heb 1:6  
• Psalms 104:4 = Heb 1:7  
• Psalms 45:6-7 = Heb 1:8-9  
• Psalms 102:25-27 = Heb 1:10-12  
• Psalms 110:1 = Heb 1:13  

 
Binyan ab mikathub echad and Binyab ab mishene kethubim are especially useful in identifying biblical 
principles and applying them to real life situations. In this way, Scripture is recontextualized so that it remains 
relevant for all generations. 
 
5. Kelal uferat (The general and the particular) 
A general principle may be restricted by a particularization of it in another verse; or, conversely, a particular 
rule may be extended into a general principle. A Tenach example: Gen 1:27 makes the general statement 
that God created man. Gen 2:7, 21 particularizes this by giving the details of the creation of Adam and 
Chava (Eve). Other examples would be verses detailing how to perform sacrifices or how to keep the feasts. 
In the Gospels, the principle of divorce being allowed for "uncleanliness" is particularized to mean for sexual 
immorality only. 
 
6. Kayotze bo mimekom akhar (Analogy made from another passage) 
Two passages may seem to conflict until compared with a third, which has points of general though not 
necessarily verbal similarity. Tenach examples:  

• Lev 1:1 "out of the tent of meeting" and Exod 25:22 "from above the ark of the covenant between the 
chrubim" seem to disagree until we examine Num. 7:89 where we learn that Moses entered the tent 
of meeting to hear YHWH speaking from between the cherubim.  

• 1 Chron 27:1 explained the numerical disagreement between 2 Sam 24:9 and 1 Chron 21:5.  
• Exod 19:20 "YHWH came down upon Mount Sinai" seems to disagree with Deut 4:36, "Out of 

Heaven He let you hear His voice." Exod 20:19 (20:22 in some editions) reconciles the two by telling 
us that God brought the heavens down to the mount and spoke. (m.Sifra 1:7)  

 
An example from Romans: Paul shows that the following TeNaCh passages SEEM to conflict: The just shall 
live by faith (Rom 1:17 = Hab 2:4) with There is none righteous, no, not one ... (Rom 3:10 = Psalms 14:1-3= 
Psalms 53:1-3; Eccl 7:20). Paul does the same here: [G-d] will render to each one according to his deeds. 
(Rom 2:6 = Psalms 62:12; Prov 24:12) with Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered; Blessed is the man whom YHWH shall not impute sin. (Rom 4:7-8 = Psalms 32:1-2). 
 
Paul resolves the apparent conflict by citing Gen 15:6 (in Rom 4:3, 22): Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness. Thus Paul resolves the apparent conflict by showing that under certain 
circumstances, belief/faith/trust (same word in Hebrew) can act as a substitute for righteousness/being just 
(same word in Hebrew). 
 
7. Davar hilmad me'anino (Explanation obtained from context) 
The total context, not just the isolated statement must be considered for an accurate exegesis. An example 
would be Rom 14:1, "I know and am convinced by the Lord Yeshua that nothing is unclean of itself; but to 



The Rape of the Torah in the New Covenant                                                 Addendums 

 

247 
 

him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean." Paul is not abrogating the kosher laws, but 
pointing out to Gentile Believers in the congregation at Rome (within his larger context of Romans) that: 1) 
things are unclean not of themselves but because God said they are unclean; and 2) they must remember 
the higher principle, that their "freedom to eat what is unclean" is secondary to the salvation of unsaved Jews 
who are observing their behavior, as they are looking for "Gentiles coming into the faith of Israel" to be acting 
in an "appropriate manner" as a truth test of Paul’s ministry (and Y’shua’s Messiahship). 
 
* Credit and thanks for this information are given to James Trimm, Society for the Advancement of Nazarene Judaism 
(www.nazarene.net), and Herbert Bateman IV, "Early Jewish Hermeneutics and Hebrews 1:5-13," chapter 1, 1997, American University 
Studies, Peter Lang Publishers. 
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