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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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The journeys of Rabbi Sha’ul … 
 
Introduction 
 
In the middle of the First Century, in the city of Jerusalem, a new 
movement was taking shape within the framework of Judaism--a 
movement based on the teachings of an executed Jew named Y’shua. The 
'new movement' proclaimed this Y’shua their Messiah. They spoke of His 
rising from the dead.  
 
Their beliefs conflicted with some others in the Jewish city--and they 
sometimes sought to drive the 'new movement' out of the city and out of 
existence. Among these persecutors (we may call him a 'Hitman') was a 
young ferocious man named Saul, Paul of Tarsus--or as he was known 
during that time, Rabbi Sha’ul

1
. A devout Jew, unswerving in his views, 

Rabbi Sha’ul extended the persecutions to Jewish communities in 
neighboring countries. But Sha’ul's life took an unexpected turn--he himself 
had a vision of the risen Y’shua personally. He turned from stamping out 
the 'new movement' to spreading its teachings as fast and as far as 
possible; yet he remained firmly anchored to his Hebrew Roots. 
 
From the hearths of simple peasants to the imperial palaces of Rome, 
Rabbi Sha’ul spread the Word of his Messiah, covering thousands of 
arduous kilometers by land and sea. He was driven with unrestrained effort 
to proclaim the Hebrew Messiah Y’shua and tortured beyond human 
capacity for this course!  
 
The communities Sha’ul founded would evolve into the Believers’ 
Assemblies we know today. Through times of persecution, strife, and 
success, Sha’ul would forever cling to his very personal understanding of 
the movement; an understanding that was soon embraced from the high 
plains of Turkey to the very walls of ferocious Rome.  
 
Journey with me in Rabbi Sha’ul's footsteps around the greatest empire 
the world had ever known. When he was about to be taken into the prison, 
Sha’ul said to the commander: "‘Permission to speak?’ And the 
commander replied ‘So you speak Greek?...’ And Paul said ‘I am a Jew 
from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no unremarkable city. I beg you, permit 
me to address the people (Jews)?’ With permission granted, Paul stood 

                                                           
1
 Paul’s Hebrew name 
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on the steps and gestured with his hand to the people. When all was 
quiet, he addressed them, speaking in the language of the Hebrews."

2
 

 
Let’s now explore the world of this remarkable Rabbi Sha’ul ...  
 
Sha’ul’s Life and Journeys 
 
Rabbi Sha’ul was born sometime around 15 B.C. to 2 A.D. It is unclear if 
he was born in Tarsus, or elsewhere to a family from Tarsus. What is 
clear is that he was born into three worlds: the Judaism of the first century, 
the Greek culture of the Mediterranean, and the administrative 
superstructure of the Roman Empire. His familiarity with each of these 
three worlds would make him uniquely suited for the missionary travels of 
his adult life; writing his letters in Greek, he signed his name Paul, the 
Latinized form of his Hebrew name, Sha’ul (Saul). 

 

Date 
(A.D.) 

Significant Event in Rabbi Sha’ul's Life 

 
2 A.D.? 

 
Sha’ul Born in Tarsus 

 
 

 
Sha’ul was born into an Israelite family of the tribe of Benjamin.

3
 

He was circumcised on the eighth day, in compliance with the 
Torah

4
 of YHWH

5
. Sha’ul had at least one sister.

6
 

Most say the city of Tarsus is the capital of the Asia Minor 
province of Cilicia. Because the Roman empire designated it 
as a "free city," Sha’ul was considered a free man and a Roman 
citizen.

7
 

 

                                                           
2
 Acts 21:37-40 
3
 Phil 3:5 
4
 The term Torah (Hebrew for "teaching" or "instruction", or "law"), also known as the 
Pentateuch (Greek: penta [five] and teuchos [book]), refers to the Five Books of Moses—the 
entirety of Judaism's founding legal and ethical religious texts. The Torah is the first of three 
parts of the Tanakh (i.e., Hebrew Bible), the founding religious document of Judaism, and is 
divided into five books, whose names in English are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy 
5
 Gen 17:12, Lev 12:3, Phil 3:5 
6
 Acts 23:16 
7
 Acts 22:25-29 
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12-15 Young Sha’ul Goes to Jerusalem  

 
 

Sha’ul went to Jerusalem to attend a Pharisaic Rabbinical 
school. This school was headed up by Gamaliel

8
 in Y’shua’s 

time. Jews consider him being one of the greatest teachers ever 
of Judaism. Y’shua favoured the teachings of the Pharisees

9
 and 

over that of the Sadducees
10
. Sha’ul was a Pharisee. 

Sha’ul was personally taught by Gamaliel
11
 and eventually 

became a rooted Pharisee.
12
 

 

 

32 Martyrdom of Stephen / Sha’ul Leads Persecution Against 
Believers 

   
Stephen, whose Grecian name means "crown," was stoned in 
Jerusalem in the presence of Sha’ul for his testimony about 
Y’shua.

13
  Stephen was one of the first deacons specially 

appointed by the early church to serve
14
 and is considered the 

                                                           
8
 Acts 5:34 
9
 Mat 23:2-3 (LITV): "(Y’shua) saying, The scribes and the Pharisees have sat down on 
Moses' seat (teaching and interpreting the Torah fervently). Then all things, whatever they 
(the Pharisees) tell you to keep, keep and do. But do not do according to their works, for 
they say, and do not do." – Y’shua firmly approved and instructs that we should follow the 
Pharisees teachings on Torah, but not their actions, as they do not do as they teach. 
Christians connect the “law,” “hate” and the “Pharisees” together and assume that the “law” 
(YHWH’s Torah) and the “Pharisees” are both seen in a negative light. Pharisee means "to 
separate" or "separated." Pharisaism was a major school of thought of the Jews. Popular at 
the time of Y’shua (John 7:48), they were known for their rigid adherence to the letter of the 
Torah (Acts 26:5, Mat 23:3, Luke 11:39, etc.).  
10
 The Sadducees (or Tzedukim) were a group of Jews opposed to the Pharisees, founded in 
the second century BC. They did not believe in the resurrection. 
11
 Acts 22:3. Gamaliel the Elder or Rabbi Gamaliel I, was a leading authority in the 
Sanhedrin in the mid first century. He was the grandson of the great Jewish teacher Hillel the 
Elder, and died twenty years before the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem. He 
fathered a son, whom he called Simeon, after his father's name, and a daughter. The name 
Gamaliel is the Greek form of the Hebrew name meaning reward of God. In the Christian 
tradition, Rabbi Gamaliel is celebrated as a Pharisee doctor of Jewish Law. 
12
 Acts 23:6-8, 26:4-5; Phil 3:5 

13
 Acts 6-7 

14
 Acts 6:1-6 
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first Messianic
15
 (Christian) martyr. A young, zealous Sha’ul 

consented to and witnessed Stephen's death
16
, after which he 

lead persecution against Believers of Messiah Y’shua.
17
 

 

33 From Saul to Paul:  Saul of Tarsus' Conversion 

   
Saul (Paul) received written permission from the High Priest 
(Sanhedrin

18
) in Jerusalem to search in Damascus' Messianic

19
 

Synagogues for those who believed Y’shua is the Messiah. Saul 
was also given the authority to arrest and bring these Believers 
to Jerusalem for trial and punishment.

20
  

   

  Saul, accompanied by several others, traveled to Damascus in 
Assyria

21
. As he approached the city, a burst of light suddenly 

appeared and caused him to fall to the ground
22
. He then heard 

the thundering voice of Y’shua saying: "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?"

23
  

Saul was struck blind and led into Damascus by his traveling 
companions. Three days later Y’shua inspired a disciple named 
Ananias to visit Saul and heal him of his blindness. After he is 
healed, Saul was baptized and received YHWH's Holy Spirit.

24
  

  
Paul Begins Preaching the Gospel and has His First Death 
Threat  

   
Saul (first referred to as Paul in Acts 13:9) stayed in Damascus 
and powerfully preached the Gospel.  Paul's incredible ability to 

                                                           
15
 A believe that Y’shua is the Messiah – the Anointed One 

16
 Acts 7:58-8:1 

17
 Acts 8:1-4 

18
 The Sanhedrim (Sanhedrin) is the supreme council of the Jews composed of seventy 
elders plus the High Priest (as president of council) that had jurisdiction over religious 
matters. In the Renewed Covenant (New Testament), the Sanhedrim is also referred to as the 
"chief priests and elders of the people" (Mat 26:3). 
19
 Believers in Messiah – Y’shua 

20
 Acts 9:1-2 

21
 Capitol of Syria of today 

22
 Acts 9:3-4 

23
 Acts 9:4 (NIV) 

24
 Acts 9:4-18 
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prove Y’shua is the Messiah from his Hebrew roots, so angered 
Jews in this city that they conspired to kill him.

25
  After learning 

of the plot against his life, Paul fled Damascus at night by 
having Believers lower him down a gate wall using a basket! 
Once out of Damascus, he traveled to Arabia, where for three 
years he was personally taught by Y’shua.

26
  

 

36 Paul's First Visit to Jerusalem After Conversion 

   
After three years in Arabia, Paul journeyed back to Damascus 
in the Spring of the year

27
. He then traveled to Jerusalem and 

stayed fifteen days.
28
  Although Paul tried to get to know other 

converted people in Jerusalem, the brethren were suspicious of 
him and stayed away;

29
 in fact, they were scared of him. 

Barnabas, a disciple known for encouraging others, took Paul to 
the apostles and personally vouched for his converted 
character

30
. Paul was then accepted by fellow Believers in 

Messiah Y’shua.  

Once again, Paul's preaching infuriated some Jews to the point 
where they sought to kill him

31
 in Jerusalem. When the brethren 

learned about the threat to Paul's life, they escorted him to 
Caesarea and then sent him back to his hometown of Tarsus.

 32
 

Was the Rabbi Paul married? The Bible does not definitively 
state what Paul's marital status was.  However, the social norm 
of the time required Pharisees and members of the Sanhedrin to 
be married.  As Paul was a Pharisee and likely a member of the 
Sanhedrin, he was almost certainly married at one point.  If this 
is the case, Paul would have been a widower at the time of his 
ministry. 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                           
25
 Acts 9:20-23 

26
 Gal 1:11-12, 15-18 

27
 Gal 1:17 

28
 Acts 9:26, Gal 1:18-19 

29
 Acts 9:26 

30
 Acts 9:27 

31
 Acts 9:29 

32
 Acts 9:30 
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36-40 Paul Stays Home 

   
Paul stayed in his hometown of Tarsus from the summer of 36 
A.D. to the summer of 40 A.D. 

    

40 Barnabas Seeks Paul's Help with Gospel's Success 

   
Due to the rapid spread of the Gospel among Syrian Greeks in 
Antioch, the Jerusalem Believers sent Barnabas to minister to 
the new Believers.

33
 YHWH used Barnabas, after his arrival in 

Antioch, to add even more converts to the church.
34
  

 
Barnabas soon traveled to Tarsus, where Paul was located, to 
solicit his help with the newly converted Antioch brethren. 
 
When were Believers first called Christians? The term Christian, 
to designate someone who believes Y’shua is the Messiah, was 
first used in Syrian Antioch. The Bible doesn't state whether the 
term originated from those in or outside the church. The word 
Christian occurs only three times in the Renewed Covenant 
(N.T.).

35
 

  

41 Paul Serving in Antioch 

   
Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch in Assyria (Syria today) 
for an entire year teaching the brethren.

36
  

    

42-43 Famine Prophesied; Messianic Believers Prepare to Send 
Relief 

   
The prophet Agabus prophesied that a famine was soon to 
occur globally.

37
 Messianic Believers planted and gathered food 

to relieve brethren in Judea.
38
  

    

                                                           
33
 Acts 11:20-22 

34
 Acts 11:23-24 

35
 Acts 11:26, 26:28, 1 Peter 4:16 

36
 Acts 11:25-26 

37
 Acts 11:28 

38
 Acts 11:29 
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44 Jerusalem Receives Famine Relief 

   
Food and relief were sent to Jerusalem by the hands of Paul 
and Barnabas.

39
 After delivering relief, Paul and Barnabas, 

along with John Mark (surnamed Mark), returned to Antioch.
40
 

 

44-46 Rabbi Paul's First Missionary Journey 

   
From Antioch in Syria Paul, Barnabas and John Mark began 
their first journey.

41
 They travelled to Cypress (Cyprus) and 

Perga. Perga was an ancient Greek city in Anatolia and the 
capital of Pamphylia, which is now in Antalya province on the 
southwestern Mediterranean coast of Turkey.

42
 John Mark 

left Paul and Barnabas at Perga and returned to Jerusalem.
43
  

 
After Perga, Paul and Barnabas journeyed to Antioch in 
Pisidia

44
 in the north of Turkey, then to the cities of Iconium,

45
 

Lystra
46
 and Derbe.

47
 When they finished preaching the Gospel 

in Derbe, they retraced their steps through Lystra, Iconium, 
Pisidia Antioch and Perga to strengthen and teach the 
brethren.

48
 From Attalia

49
 they sailed back to Antioch.

50
  

 
 

                                                           
39
 Acts 11:30 

40
 Acts 12:25 

41
 Acts 13:4-52, 14:1-25 

42
 Today it is a large site of ancient ruins 15 kilometres (9.3 miles) east of Antalya on the 
coastal plain 
43
 Acts 13:13 

44
 Antioch in Pisidia – alternatively Antiochia in Pisidia or Pisidian Antioch (Greek) and in 
Roman Empire, Latin: Antiochia Caesareia or Antiochia Caesaria – is a city in the Turkish 
Lakes Region, which is at the crossroads of the Mediterranean, Aegean and Central 
Anatolian regions, and formerly on the border of Pisidia and Phrygia; hence, is also known as 
Antiochia in Phrygia. The site lies approximately 1 km northeast of Yalvaç, the modern town 
of Isparta Province. The city is on a hill with its highest point of 1,236m in the north 
45
 Iconium is known as Konya today. It is a city in the Central Anatolia Region of Turkey. It is 
the capital of the Konya Province, and had a city population of 1,003,373 in 2009 
46
 Lystra was a city in what is now modern Turkey. It is mentioned six times in the Renewed 
Covenant. Lystra is located 30 kilometres (19 miles) south of the city of Konya. It is north of 
the village of Hatunsaray and 15 kilometres (9.3 miles) north of a small town called Akoren. 
47
 Derbe is an ancient city in today's Turkey. This city is mentioned in the biblical book of Acts 
- (Acts 14:6), (Acts 16:1) and was situated near ancient Lystra 
48
 Acts 14:21-25 

49
 Attalia is the ancient name of Antalya, a city on the Mediterranean coast of southwestern 
Turkey 
50
 Acts 14:25-26 
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46-49 Paul and Barnabas in Antioch 

   
Paul and Barnabas stayed and preached in Antioch from 
autumn 46 A.D. to 49 A.D.

51
 

    

49 Jerusalem Conference - Is circumcision necessary for 
salvation? 

   
Certain men from Jerusalem travelled to Antioch and began 
teaching that Gentile

52
 Believers must be circumcised in order to 

receive salvation.
53
 After Paul and Barnabas discussed and 

disputed this teaching with those promoting it, they and other 
church members went to Jerusalem to confer about the issue 
with the apostles and elders.

54
 

  
 

49 Jerusalem Conference – Confer of the circumcision issue 

   
After arriving in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas privately met 
with James (Hebrew: Yacov), Peter (Hebrew: Cephas) and John 
(Hebrew: Yochanan) about the circumcision question.

55
 The 

issue of whether converted Gentiles should be circumcised or 
not was then discussed with the entire church.

56
 It was 

ultimately decided that Gentiles need not be circumcised.
57
 A 

letter regarding this decision was delivered to the Gentile 
Believers in Antioch by a group composed of Paul, Barnabas, 
Silas and others.

58
 

 
Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch for an unspecified 
number of days.

59
 A heated argument soon arose while 

discussing plans to revisit Believers in previously evangelized 

                                                           
51
 Acts 14:26-28 

52
 In general, the term Gentile was used by Jews to refer to all nations and people not Jewish 

53
 Acts 15:1, 5 

54
 Acts 15:2, Gal 2:1-2 

55
 Gal 2:4-10 

56
 Acts 15:6, 12, 22 

57
 Acts 15:19 

58
 Acts 15:22-31 

59
 Acts 15:35-36 



11 

 

cities. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark (who abruptly left 
them during their first missionary journey

60
) on the journey but 

Paul did not. The disagreement was so sharp that Paul and 
Barnabas split up: Paul took Silas on a journey revisiting 
cities in Asia Minor (Turkey), while Barnabas takes Mark and 
travels to the island of Cypress (Cyprus).

61
 (Is Barnabas related 

to John Mark (Mark)? Mark is the son of one of Barnabas' 
sisters.

62
 This made Mark a nephew of Barnabas and 

correspondingly Barnabas was Mark's uncle). 

    

49-50 Rabbi Paul Begins His Second Missionary Journey 

   
In late 49 A.D., Paul and Silas left Antioch for Tarsus. From 
there they travelled to Derbe and Lystra. It is in Lystra that 
Paul met Timothy, who would become his frequent traveling 
companion and fellow labourer in spreading the Gospel as well 
as his closest friend.

63
  

Paul, Silas and Timothy travelled to Iconium, Antioch in 
Pisidia, and then to the Asia Minor port city of Troas.

64
 In 

Troas, Paul had a vision of a man in Macedonia (Greece) 
asking for help.

65
 Paul took the vision as a sign from YHWH and 

the three men immediately set sail for Neapolis
66

 in Greece. 
From there they travelled to Philippi,

67
 where a woman named 

Lydia heard Paul's preaching and was baptized along with her 

                                                           
60
 Acts 13:13 

61
 Acts 15:36-41 

62
 Col 4:10 

63
 Acts 16:1; 1 Tim 1:2, 4:14 

64
 Troas or the Troad, region about ancient Troy , on the northwest coast of Asia Minor, in 
present North West Turkey. Traversed by Mt. Ida (Kaz Daği) and strategically located on the 
Hellespont (Dardanelles), it was involved in various struggles to control the straits. Troas was 
the scene of the events of the Iliad and was an ancient center of Aegean civilization. The 
region has yielded to archaeologists a wealth of antiquities 
65
 Acts 16:8-9 

66
 Acts 16:10-11 

67
 Philippi was a city in eastern Greece, established by Philip II in 356 B.C. The present 
municipality, Filippoi, is located near the ruins of the ancient city and it is part of the periphery 
of East Macedonia in Greece 
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entire household.
68
  

Paul cast out a demon from a female slave while in Philippi.
69
 

Her masters, angry that they had lost the ability to make more 
money from the slave's demonic divination, stirred up the city 
against Paul and Silas. The two evangelists were arrested, 
beaten severely and put in prison.

70
 An earthquake, coupled 

with a miraculous loosening of bonds and opening of all prison 
doors, freed Paul and Silas.

71
 

Paul, Silas and Timothy passed through the cities of 
Amphipolis

72
 and Apollonia,

73
 
74
and then travelled to 

Thessalonica
75
. In the city, Rabbi Paul visited a Jewish 

Synagogue and for three consecutive Shabbats (Hebrew for 
'rest' and is Saturday) explains why Y’shua is the Older 
Covenant (O.T.) prophesied Saviour of Mankind.

76
 Remember 

that only a Rabbi could teach in a Synagogue. Although many 
believed, what is said is that certain Jews, who were envious of 
the Gospel's success, formed a mob and started a riot.

77
 The 

riotous crowd went to the house of Jason seeking Paul and 

                                                           
68
 Acts 16:12-15 

69
 Acts 16:16-18 

70
 Acts 16:19-24 

71
 Acts 16:25-40 

72
 Amphipolis was an ancient Greek city in the region once inhabited by the Edoni people in 
the present-day periphery of Central Macedonia. It was built on a raised plateau overlooking 
the east bank of the river Strymon where it emerged from Lake Cercinitis, about 3m from the 
Aegean Sea. Founded in 437 B.C., the city was finally abandoned in the 8th century AD. The 
present municipality Amfipoli, named after the ancient city, occupies the site. Currently, it is a 
municipality in the Serres Prefecture, Central Macedonia with a population of 3,623 (2001 
census) 
73
 Acts 17:1 

74
 Apollonia was founded as a slave trade port by the Corinthians in about 600 BC, it 
maintained an important status for centuries. The city grew rich on the slave trade and local 
agriculture, as well as its large harbour, said to have been able to hold a hundred ships at a 
time. Apollonia, like Dyrrachium further north, was an important port on the Illyrian coast as 
the most convenient link between Brundusium and northern Greece, and as one of the 
western starting points of the Via Egnatia leading east to Thessaloniki and Byzantium in 
Thrace. It had its own mint, stamping coins that have been found as far away as the basin of 
the Danube. 
75
 Thessaloniki, Thessalonica, or Salonica is the second-largest city in Greece and the 
capital of Macedonia. Its honorific title is Συµпρωτεύουσα (Symprotévousa), literally "co-
capital", a reference to its historical status as the Συµβασιλεύουσα (Symvasilévousa) or "co-
reigning" city of the Byzantine Empire, alongside Constantinople. According to the 2001 
census, the municipality of Thessaloniki had a population of 363,987 
76
 Acts 17:2-4 

77
 Acts 17:4-5 
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Silas. When they were not found, the crowd dragged Jason and 
some brethren to the local civil magistrates and accused them 
of wrongdoing.

78
 In a short time, however, Jason and the 

brethren were let go. Paul, Silas and Timothy soon left the city 
for Berea. 

Who is Jason? Jason, whose house Rabbi Paul and Silas 
stayed at in Thessalonica

79
, may have been a relative of Paul.

80
 

 

  Paul and Silas visited and preached in a Synagogue in Berea. 
The Bereans, unlike those in Thessalonica, were not only willing 
to listen to what Paul had to say, they also verified what was 
preached from the Older Covenant Scriptures.

81
 Many Bereans 

came to believe the Gospel. Unfortunately, Orthodox Jews from 
Thessalonica arrived in the city seeking to cause more trouble 
for Paul.

82
 He immediately left for the coast and set sail for 

Athens, while Silas and Timothy stayed in Berea.
83
 

 
Once in Athens, Paul wrote Silas/Timothy requesting they 
come to him as soon as possible.

84
 As he waited for their arrival, 

he was troubled by how pervasive the worship of false gods was 
among the Athenians.

85
 His preaching lead to an invitation by 

several Athenians to elaborate on the Gospel. Paul was taken to 

                                                           
78
 Acts 17:5-8 

79
 Acts 17:5 

80
 Rom 16:21 

81
 Acts 17:11-12 

82
 Acts 17:13 

83
 Acts 17:14 

84
 Acts 17:15 

85
 Acts 17:16 
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the Areopagus
86
, also known as Mars Hill (where the supreme 

judges of Athens assembled) where he used the existence of an 
altar dedicated to the unknown god to reveal the existence of a 
Creator God who alone is worthy of worship.

87
 

 

50-52 Paul Continues and Completes His Second Missionary 
Journey 

   
In late summer 50 A.D., Rabbi Paul left the city of Athens and 
travelled to Corinth.

88
 He was soon joined by Silas and 

Timothy. After the Corinthian Jews rejected his message, Paul 
received a vision from YHWH telling him he will be protected 
from harm and that the Gospel message he carried would bear 
much fruit.

89
 Paul stayed and taught in Corinth for a year and a 

half.
90
  

                                                           
86
 The Areopagus or Areios Pagos is the 'Rock of Ares', north-west of the Acropolis, which 
in classical times functioned as the high Court of Appeal for criminal and civil cases in Athens. 
Ares was supposed to have been tried here by the gods for the murder of Poseidon's son 
Alirrothios (a typical example of an aetiological myth). In The Eumenides of Aeschylus (458 
B.C.), the Areopagus is the site of the trial of Orestes for killing his mother (Clytemnestra) and 
her lover (Aegisthus). Phryne, the hetaera from 4th century B.C. Greece and famed for her 
beauty, appeared before the Areopagus accused of profaning the Eleusinian mysteries. 
Legend has it that she let her cloak drop, so impressing the judges with her almost divine 
form that she was summarily acquitted. The origin of its name is not clear. In Greek pagos 
means big piece of rock. Areios could have come from Ares or from the Erinyes, as on its foot 
was erected a temple dedicated to the Erinyes where murderers used to find shelter so as not 
to face the consequences of their actions. Later, the Romans referred to the rocky hill as 
"Mars Hill," after Mars, the Roman God of War. In pre-classical times (before the 5th century 
B.C.), the Areopagus was the council of elders of the city, similar to the Roman Senate. Like 
the Senate, its membership was restricted to those who had held high public office, in this 
case that of Archon. In 462 B.C., Ephialtes put through reforms which deprived the 
Areopagus of almost all its functions except that of a murder tribunal in favour of Heliaia. In an 
unusual development, the Areopagus acquired a new function in the 4th century B.C., 
investigating corruption, although conviction powers remained with the Ecclesia. The 
Areopagus, like most city-state institutions, continued to function in Roman times, and it was 
from this location, drawing from the potential significance of the Athenian altar to the 
Unknown God, that Rabbi Paul is said to have delivered the famous speech, "Now what you 
worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. The God who made the world 
and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by 
hands." (Acts 17:24). The term "Areopagus" also refers to the judicial body of aristocratic 
origin (the power of which was enhanced by Solon) that subsequently formed the higher court 
of modern Greece 
87
 Acts 17:22-32 

88
 Acts 17:33, 18:1 

89
 Acts 18:4-10 

90
 Acts 18:11 



15 

 

• Paul writes 1 Thessalonians from Corinth in 50 A.D. 

• Paul writes 2 Thessalonians from Corinth in 51 A.D. 

The Jews eventually raised another tumult against Paul and 
brought him before the area's Roman governor.

91
 Paul was set 

free, however, when the governor refused to hear the Jews’ 
accusations. He stayed in the city a little while longer

92
 before 

sailing with Priscilla and Aquila to Ephesus.
93
 The Jewish 

Priscilla and her husband Aquila also taught and mentored the 
top Rabbi from the Synagogue.

94
 Paul also preached here in a 

Synagogue for a time, then left Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus 
while he sailed to Caesarea.

95
 He then travelled to Jerusalem 

to keep the Feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles),
96
 and then headed 

to Antioch.
97
 

    

52-53 Paul in Antioch; Peter is Rebuked 

   
The Apostle Peter visited Antioch during the Spring Holy Day 
season. Peter didn't mind eating or fellowshipping with 
uncircumcised Gentile converts until brethren from Jerusalem, 
who still believed all Gentile Believers should be circumcised, 
arrived. When they came, Peter, Barnabas and other church 
members stopped eating with the Gentile converts and began to 
withdraw contact with them. Paul, knowing this behaviour was 
not according to the truth of YHWH, publicly corrects Peter.

98
  

• Paul writes Epistle to the Galatians from Antioch in late 
Spring of 53 A.D. 

 

 

                                                           
91
 Acts 18:12-16 

92
 Acts 18:18 

93
 Acts 18:18-19 

94
 Act 18:26 

95
 Acts 18:19-22 

96
 Acts 18:21-22 

97
 Acts 18:22 

98
 Gal 2:11-20 
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53-57 Apostle Paul Begins His Third Missionary Journey 

   
Paul travelled from Antioch to the Asia Minor regions of 
Galatia

99
 and Phrygia

100
 in order to strengthen the faith of 

some Christians (Acts 18:23). He eventually arrived at 
Ephesus

101
 and stayed in the city for a little more than three 

years.
102
 He then journeyed back to Macedonia in Greece. He 

visited Corinth
103
 during his three month stay in the region. 

• Paul writes 1 Corinthians in late winter of 56 A.D. 

• Paul writes 2 Corinthians in late summer of 57 A.D. 

• Paul writes Book of Romans in winter of 57 A.D. 

58 Paul keeps YHWH’s Feast Day in Troas; Roman Soldiers 
Arrest Him in Jerusalem 

   
Paul and company travelled through Macedonia to Troas, 
where they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Pesach/ 
Passover).

104
 After the Feast, Paul walked to Assos

105
 while the 

                                                           
99
 Ancient Galatia was an area in the highlands of central Anatolia in modern Turkey. Galatia 
was named for the immigrant Gauls from Thrace (cf. Tylis), who settled here and became its 
ruling caste in the 3rd century BC, following the Gallic invasion of the Balkans in 279 B.C. It 
has been called the "Gallia" of the East, Roman writers calling its inhabitants "Galli" ("Gauls") 
100
 In antiquity, Phrygia was a kingdom in the west central part of Anatolia, in what is now 

modern-day Turkey 
101
 Ephesus (Turkish Efes) was an ancient Greek city, and later a major Roman city, on the 

west coast of Asia Minor, near present-day Selçuk, Izmir Province, Turkey. It was one of the 
twelve cities of the Ionian League during the Classical Greek era. In the Roman period, it was 
for many years the second largest city of the Roman Empire; ranking behind Rome, the 
empire's capital. Ephesus had a population of more than 250,000 in the 1st century B.C., 
which also made it the second largest city in the world. The city was famed for the Temple of 
Artemis (completed around 550 B.C.), one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World 
102
 Acts 19:1-20 

103
 Acts 20:1-3 

104
 Acts 20:6 

105
 Assos, also known as Behramkale or for short Behram, is a small historically rich town in 

Çanakkale Province, Ayvacık District, Turkey. Aristotle lived here and opened an Academy. 
The city was also visited by Rabbi Paul. Today Assos is an Aegean-coast seaside retreat 
amid ancient ruins. Though officially named Behramkale, most people still call the town by its 
ancient name of Assos. The town is on the Biga Peninsula, although the peninsula is known 
by its ancient name, Troad. The town itself is on the Adramyttian Gulf (Turkish: Edremit 
Körfezi). Assos had a harbor, which was the only good harbor on the 80 kilometres (50 miles) 
of the north coast of the Adramyttian Gulf. This made Assos a key shipping station through 
the Troad.  
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rest of his company (which includes Luke) boarded a ship and 
sailed to the city.

106
 Once they met, they boarded a ship to 

Mitylene.
107
 
108
 They sailed again, visited a few cities, and then 

came to Miletus.
109
 
110
 From Miletus, Paul requested elders 

from the Ephesian church to visit him. When they arrived, he 
warned them about the coming apostasy in the church.

111
  

Paul left Miletus by boat and visited Islands such as Coos,
112
 

Rhodes,
113
 and then went to Patara

114
 in Asia Minor (Turkey) 

before arriving at Caesarea in Israel. He stayed at the house of 
Philip the evangelist for several days.

115
 Paul then set off for 

Jerusalem, even though he was warned twice about entering 
the city.

116
  

Arriving in Jerusalem, Paul visited James
117
 and soon 

afterwards, went to the Temple with four Jewish converts.
118
 

                                                           
106
 Acts 20:13-14 

107
 Acts 20:14 

108
 Mytilene is the capital city of Lesbos, a Greek island in the north eastern Aegean Sea, and 

capital of Lesbos Prefecture and the Northern Aegean region. It is built on the southeast edge 
of the island. Mytilene, whose name is pre-Greek, is also the seat of a metropolitan bishop of 
the Orthodox church. It situated close to Turkey 
109
 Acts 20:15 

110
 Miletus was an ancient city on the western coast of Anatolia (in what is now Aydin 

Province, Turkey), near the mouth of the Maeander River in ancient Caria. In the 6th Century 
B.C., Miletus was the site of origin of the Greek philosophical (and scientific) tradition, when 
Thales, followed by Anaximander and Anaximines (known collectively, to modern scholars, as 
the Milesian School) began to speculate about the material constitution of the world, and to 
propose speculative naturalistic (as opposed to traditional, supernatural) explanations for 
various natural phenomena 
111
 Acts 20:15-38 

112
 Kos, an island SW of Asia Minor 

113
 Rhodes is a Greek island approximately 18 kilometres (11 miles) southwest of Turkey in 

eastern Aegean Sea. It is the largest of the Dodecanese islands in terms of both land area 
and population, with a population of 117,007 of which 53,709 resided in the homonymous 
capital city of the island. Historically, Rhodes was famous worldwide for the Colossus of 
Rhodes, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. The medieval Old Town of the City of 
Rhodes has been declared a World Heritage Site 
114
 Patara, later renamed Arsinoe, was a flourishing maritime and commercial city on the 

south-west coast of Lycia on the Mediterranean coast of Turkey near the modern small town 
of Gelemiş, in Antalya Province 
115
 Acts 21:1-8 

116
 Acts 21:4, 10-15 

117
 Acts 21:18 

118
 Acts 21:23-26 
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Jews from Asia who hated Paul, believing he brought a Gentile 
into the Temple area, caused a riot.

119
 Roman troops heard of 

the tumult and raced to the scene, saving Paul from certain 
death.

120
 They took Paul away from the crowds, and then 

decided to scourge him to find out what crime(s) he committed 
that so enraged the people. Paul was saved from being 
scourged, however, when the chief captain learned he was a 
Roman citizen.

121
 Paul's defense of himself the next day before 

the Sanhedrin
122
 accomplished little. He was soon escorted out 

of the city at night by Roman soldiers, so he wouldn't be 
killed.

123
 The soldiers took Paul to Felix in Caesarea, who was 

the Roman governor of Judea, so that he could decide Paul's 
fate.

124
 

    

58-60 Paul is a Prisoner in Caesarea; Appeals His Case to Caesar 

   
Paul defended himself three times within the two years he was a 
Roman prisoner (Acts 24-26). Although having been found to 
have done nothing worthy of bonds or death, Paul appealed his 
case to Caesar as to bring prophecy into fulfillment. When 
Y’shua met him on the Damascus road, Y’shua told him in 
Hebrew that he will be in the presence of kings, leaders and 
nations.

125
 
126
 Rabbi Paul thus knew this was his opportunity to 

appear before Ceasar.
 127
 He seized the opportunity in the face 

of sure death!  
 

60-61 Rabbi Paul Journeys to Rome 

   
In the Autumn of 60 A.D. Paul, along with other prisoners, 
boarded a boat for Rome.

128
 The prisoners were escorted on 

their journey by a Roman Centurion named Julius.
129
 After 

                                                           
119
 Acts 21:27-30 

120
 Acts 21:31-32 

121
 Acts 22:25-29 

122
 Acts 23:1-10 

123
 Acts 23:12-23 

124
 Acts 23:24-35 

125
 Act 9:15 

126
 Acts 26:17-19 

127
 Act 25:10-12  

128
 Capitol of Italy 

129
 Acts 27:1-2 
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stopping in several cities along the way, Paul and company 
made their way to the Isle of Crete.

130
 
131
 Although Paul warns 

Julius not to sail the Mediterranean during a dangerous time of 
the year (September - October), the Centurion disregarded his 
advice and set sail from Crete.

132
 The ship encountered a fierce 

storm along the way and was shipwrecked near the island of 
Malta.

133
 
134
 All those on the ship either swam or grabbed 

boards from the wreck and successfully made their way to the 
island. After staying three months, Paul and company set sail 
again for Rome. He eventually arrived in the Italian port city of 
Puteoli,

135
 where he stayed for one week with Messianic 

Believers in the area. He then walked the rest of the distance to 
Rome. 
 

61-63 Paul the Prisoner Arrives in Rome 

   
The Centurion Julius delivered Paul to the captain of the guard 
in Rome,

136
 where he was allowed to live by himself guarded 

only by a soldier. For the two years Paul was in Rome he was 
able to receive visitors and continue his preaching of the 
Gospel.

137
  

• Paul writes Book of Hebrews in early Spring of 61 A.D. 

• Paul writes the Books of Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon. 

• Paul writes the books of 1 Timothy and Titus in 63 A.D. 

• Luke finishes writing the Book of Acts (which is mostly 
about Paul) 

                                                           
130
 Acts 27:7 

131
 The Greek Islands are a collection of over 6,000 islands and islets that belong to Greece. 

Only 227 of the islands are inhabited, and only 78 of those have more than 100 inhabitants. 
The largest Greek island by area is Crete, located at the southern edge of the Aegean Sea 
132
 Acts 27:9-12 

133
 Acts 27:14 - 28:1 

134
 Malta Island is the largest of the three major islands that constitute the Maltese 

archipelago and Republic of Malta. Malta is in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea directly 
south of Italy and north of Libya. The area is 246 km² (95 square miles). The capital is 
Valletta, largest city is Qormi and largest locality is Birkirkara. The landscape is characterised 
by low hills with terraced fields 
135
 Acts 28:13 

136
 Acts 28:16 

137
 Acts 28:23-31 
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63-67 Paul is Set Free from Prison 

   
Paul was released from prison in 63 A.D. and travelled to the 
island of Crete.

138
 He then went to Nicopolis in Macedonia.

139
 

140
 From 64 to 67 A.D., Paul fulfilled his goal of visiting Spain

141
 

and Britain. 

    

67-68 Paul is Again a Roman Prisoner 

  The Apostle Paul, once again a prisoner in Rome, wrote a letter 
to his friend Timothy (2 Timothy). It was Paul's last writing 
before he died a martyr's death around the middle of 68 A.D.  

• Paul writes 2 Timothy from a prison in Rome in 67 A.D. 

70  Destruction of Jerusalem's Second Temple by the Romans. 

   

How and where did Rabbi Paul die?  
 

"Paul is thought to have died in Rome as a martyr. The New 
Testament book of Acts 26 tells of Paul standing trial before the 
Roman Procurators Felix and then Festus. This information is used 
to suggest a date of about 59 AD. In Acts, Paul is sent to Rome 
and we are told he arrives in chains. This was likely in about 60 
AD. Early Church Fathers, like Eusebius, pass down a tradition 
that Paul was martyred in Rome, although there is no reference to 
Paul's martyrdom in the New Testament. In 64 AD, Rome suffered 
a horrific fire that burnt much of the city. Nero, then Caesar, 
responded by blaming Christians and ended up persecuting 
them for a short period of time. Many scholars have suggested 
that it was during Nero's persecution that Paul was killed. A well-
known tradition is that Paul was beheaded. The evidence 
available suggests that Paul died a martyr in Rome in about the 
mid-60s AD. That he died in Rome is the most certain, the 
exact date and manner of his death are more questionable."

142
 

                                                           
138
 Titus 1:5 

139
 Titus 3:12 

140
 Nicopolis was a major city in the Greek province of Macedonia 

141
 Rom 15:28 

142
 http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_did_Paul_the_apostle_die 
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Closing Thoughts  
 
Few people know that after Israel, Turkey then Greece, has more Biblical 
sites than any other land. Two-thirds of the Renewed Covenant Books 
were written either to or from churches in Turkey, and the rest from Greece 
and Rome. The three major apostles—Peter, Paul and John—either 
ministered or lived in Turkey. Moreover, Y’shua trained Rabbi Sha’ul 
personally in Arabia for three years. 
 
You experience the adventure of a lifetime as you walk the streets of 
Rome, do Island hopping in Greece, navigate the ancient bazaars in 
Turkey, walk in the footsteps of Roman emperors and early Messianic 
Believers, visit key archaeological sites and experience for yourself the 
graciousness and hospitality of these foreign people. 
 
Rabbi Paul's missionary journeys are much more than mere dotted lines 
on rough maps at the back of your Bible. His life-changing teachings 
compare with unprecedented accuracy to that of Y’shua. Paul was a Rabbi 
and he firmly upheld YHWH’s 'Instructions' in the Torah. His teachings and 
travels changed the world; and when you, too, follow in the Footsteps of 
Paul, you'll experience those amazing journeys more powerfully than ever! 

 

We inform – You choose
143

                                                                             
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"

144
 

 
 
 
 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.  

Proverbs 25:25 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
143
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 

amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
144
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 
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Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
 
 
 
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 
 
 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 
 
 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 


