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Preface 

God, YHWH, has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 

Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 

Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," (an Anglicized 

version of the Hebrew Moshiach).  
 

"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes 

(sp?), Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the 
Hebrew Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim 
as the vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was 
produced. Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and 
Reformation periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and 
LORD (all in capital letters in the Bible), which was a strategic move of 
Satan as to not using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in 
the Hebrew text of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 

In the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries biblical scholars again began to use the form 
Yahweh and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as            
YaH-oo-VaH. (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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The Pesach Haggadah                                                                  
for Torah-Observant Messianic Believers  

 
Opening and Preparation 
 
Host welcomes every one and the gathering is opened in prayer. 
 

The text of the Pesach Seder
1
 is written in a book form and is called the 

Haggadah, which means “telling”. 
 

The Pesach Seder, in a nut shell, demonstrates how YHWH keeps His 
promises and how He rendered His entire plan of redemption. Also, His 
“Lamb” that was slaughtered during His Son Y’shua’s First Coming and, 
that His Son will come again for a second time. 
 

There is also a direct correlation between how YHWH has redeemed Israel 
out of Egypt, and how He redeems us as Believers out of our “Egypt”

2
 of 

today. This is the sole purpose of the Pesach Seder. 
 
This Messianic Seder is divided into three sections. During the first part, 
we retrace the story of freedom for the Jewish people from slavery in 
Egypt. The last part we will be reminded of our freedom from sin in Y’shua 
and look forward to the day when He will come back to claim His people. 
What happens during the second part? We eat! 
 
 
Demonstrate: 
 
A father walks with a candle, wooden spoon and feather looking for leaven 
in the room without the lights on before the meal starts. 
 
 
Derash

3
: 

 

• The father represents “God the Father”, 

• the candle represents the “Light of the world – Y’shua”,  

• the dark room represents a “world full of sin”, and 

• the feather represents “YHWH Spirit” and He points out the leaven, 
which symbolizes the “sin” in our life.  

 

                                                           
1
 Pesach Seder is the Hebrew for “Passover Order” (for the meal) 

2
 Egypt is a type of the world 

3
 Derash is the Hebrew concept for “spiritual meaning” or “teaching learned from an 

illustration”. In other words, Derash includes the metaphorical meaning 
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When leaven is found it is scooped onto the wooden spoon, which 
represents the cross, meaning Y’shua took all our sin on Him at the cross.  
 
 
Demonstrate: 
 
The wooden spoon is then wrapped in a white cloth and thrown into a fire. 
 
 
Derash: 
 
Meaning, Y’shua took the fires of persecution on Him to rid us from our sin. 
 
 
 

The 15 steps of the meal 
 
 
 

1.   Sanctification (blessing over wine and the first cup is drunk) 
2.   Washing (of the hands) 

3.   Vegetable (dipped in salt water and eaten) 

4.   Breaking (one of the three matzahs on the table) 
5.   The Story (retold of the Exodus from Egypt and the first Pesach, the second cup of   

      wine is then drunk) 

6.   Washing (of the hands the second time before Matzah is eaten)  

7.   Blessing over Grain Products (the ha-motzi blessing, a generic blessing for  

      bread or grain products used as a meal) 

8.   Eating of Matzah (Unleavened Bread) 
9.   The Bitter Herbs Sandwich (is blessed and eaten) 
10. The Sweet Sandwich (is eaten) 
11. Dinner (the festive meal is then eaten) 
12. The Afikomen (is eaten as "desert," the last food of the meal) 
13. Grace after Meals (the third cup of wine is poured, and grace after meal is recited) 

14. Praises (psalms are recited, and a blessing is recited over the last cup of wine) 

15. Closing (statement is given) 

 
 
How many steps are there? Yes, 15 Steps. 
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The significance of the number 15 
 

Fifteen being a multiple of five, partakes of the significance of that number, 
also of the number three with which it is combined, 3 x 5. Five is the 
number of grace, and three is the number of divine perfection. Fifteen, 
therefore, specially refers to acts wrought by the energy of Divine grace.  
 

Deity is seen in it, for the two Hebrew letters which express it are é, Yod 

(10), and ä, Hey (5). These spell the ineffable Name of äé, YaH, who is the 

fountain of all grace.  
 

Fifteen being 8 + 7 as well as 3 x 5, it may also include a reference to 
resurrection, as being a special mark of the energy of Divine grace 
issuing in glory.  
 

A few examples of 15 as Devine Grace:  
 

• The Ark was borne by the Flood fifteen cubits upwards
4
.  

• Hezekiah's pardon from death was fifteen years
5
.  

• The Jews were delivered from death under Esther on the fifteenth day of 
the month

6
. This is especially significant, as their sentence to death was 

connected with the number thirteen.  

• Bethany, where Lazarus was raised, was fifteen furlongs from 
Jerusalem

7
.  

• Rabbi Sha’ul’s (Paul’s) ship anchored safely in fifteen fathoms on the 14
th

 
day, after thirteen days of toil and trial

8
.  

• On the fifteenth day of the first month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread
9
 

(this Pesach Seder celebration); and on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month is the Feast of Tabernacles

10
. 

• Fifteen songs were sung by the pilgrims coming up for the Shalosh 
Regalim

11
. 

• Fifteen steps took you from the Women’s Court into the Jewish Court to 
the Burnt Offering Altar, and off course, 

• There are fifteen steps in YHWH’s redemption plan as illustrated in this 
Pesach Seder. 

                                                           
4
 Gen 7:20 

5
 2 Kings 20:6 

6
 2 Kings 9:18, 21 

7
 John 11:18 

8
 Acts 27:21 

9
 Lev 23:6 

10
 Lev 23:34 

11
 Shalosh Regalim is the Three Pilgrimage Festivals, also known as the Shlosha Regalim 

 are the three major festivals of YHWH — Pesach (Passover), Shavuot ,(םילגר השולש)
(Weeks), and Sukkot (Tents or Booths). The Israelites living in ancient Israel was instructed to 
make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, as commanded by the Torah 
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The items on the Seder Plate explained 
 
The Lam Shank Bone 
 

• The lamb’s shank bone reminds us of the special lamb brought to the 
Temple in Jerusalem on Pesach as an offering to YHWH; it represents 
the Passover lamb that was slain

12
.  

• As this lamb can no longer be sacrificed, it is customary not to eat lamb 
at the Seder.  

• The lamb bone also reminds us of Y'shua, who was called "the Lamb 
which takes away the sin of the world." When, by faith, we apply His 
blood to our hearts, YHWH's hand of judgment passes over our sins 
and we are saved

13
.  

 
The egg  
 

• The egg is usually referred to as the "festival offering" (chagigah).  

• In ancient days, on the Jewish festivals of Pesach, Shavuot (Pentecost) 
and Sukkot (Tabernacles), the Jews would bring an offering to the 
Temple to be roasted in honour of the holiday.  

• At Pesach, this offering also supplemented the meat from the Passover 
lamb.  

• The roasted egg reminds us of that sacrifice which could no longer be 
made after the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. 

 
The Matzah unity 
 

• The Matzah, or unleavened bread that is used in the Seder, is kept in a 
linen cloth/bag.  

• You can see that the cloth has three compartments to hold three 
Matzot, which symbolizes a unity (echad in Hebrew).  

• This linen bag is a whole, consisting of three parts.  

• There is no agreement among Jews as to why there are three Matzot.  

• But Believers in Y'shua know that it could easily represent YHWH the 
Father, Y’shua the Son, and the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit). 

• The “one” bag (echad) comes from “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one”

14
. This is exactly what Y’shua said in John 

10:30. 
 

                                                           
12

 Exod 12:3; Exod 12:6-8; Exod 12:11; Exod 12:46 
13

 John 1:29; John 19:36; 1 Cor 5:7b-8a 
14

 Deut 6:4 
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The Matzah self 
 

• Matzah is made with carefully prepared flour mixed with water and has 
no yeast.  

• Matzot are baked until crispy, brown and flat.  

• To ensure that it does not become leavened during baking, it is pierced 
in many places.  

• Jewish tradition states that the baking of Matzot may only take 18 
minutes from the moment the flour meets the water until it is tossed into 
the oven.  

• Eating Matzah reminds us that when the Jewish people were escaping 
to freedom, they did not have time to let their dough rise. 

• The Matzah also reminds us of Y'shua, He was pierced for our 
transgressions, and He was crushed for our iniquities. 

• The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His 
wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 

 
There are four types of activities mentioned during the meal that has to do 
with Matzah: 
 

• Motzi: Blessing the matzoh 

• Matzah: Eating the matzoh 

• Maror: Eating the matzoh with bitter herb 

• Korech: Eating combination of matzoh, maror and charoset 
 
The other emblems will be mentioned as we go along through the meal. 
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Starting of the meal 
 
 
Step 1. Sanctification / Kaddesh: 
 

1.1) Each table selects a “Leader”, a person that will take the “lead” role. 
 

1.2) The Leader pours for each Participant, the first of the four cups of 
wine (grape juice). (Do not fill it to the top as you must consume the entire 
cup).  
 

1.3) The blessing over the wine in honour of the holiday is now recited by 
the Host while the Participants recite after him (first the Hebrew, then 
English).  
 

"Baruch Atta  
Adonai Eloheinu  
Melick Haolam  

Bore Parie Hagafen  
Amen" 

 

"Blessed art Thou,  
o Lord our God,  

Ruler of the universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine 

Amen" 
 

1.4) Everyone lean to the left while you drink the wine, leave the cup 
empty. Each cup from now on is completely drunk to symbolize the 
completeness of our joy.  
 

1.5) Why do we lean? This will be explained later. 
 

1.6) A second cup is now poured for each Participant by the Leader and 
left for later.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

First Cup of the Four Cups: The Cup of Sanctification 
 

• With this first cup we remember the first promise YHWH made to the 
Jewish people: "I will bring you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians."

15
 

                                                           
15

 Exod 6:6-7 
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• The word sanctification means "to separate."  

• The LORD separated Israel from Egypt as His people.  

• It is also Y’shua who sanctifies us by grace through faith and separates 
us to live holy lives.  

• "After taking the cup, he (Y’shua) gave thanks and said, "Take this and 
divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God comes."

16
 

  
Reclining 
 

• On this night we recline (lean) because in ancient times that was the 
posture of free people at meals.  

• Those whom YHWH liberated in the Exodus were no longer slaves. 

• It is helpful to know that the tables of that time did not look like the 
famous painting of Leonardo da Vinci. Instead they were horseshoe 
shaped and were very close to the ground. People sat on the ground 
since there were no chairs.  

• On Passover, to demonstrate freedom, pillows were placed around the 
table and Jews would recline rather than sit upright.  

• Y’shua, at the Last Supper, would have reclined upon cushions, leaning 
on His left elbow. 

 
 

Step 2. Washing / Urechatz: 
 

2.1) The hands are now washed without a blessing, in preparation for 
eating the Vegetable (Karpas).  
 

2.2) Each Leader of a table leads his Participants to the hand washing 
area to wash their hands. The Leader must assist them to wash their 
hands (have more than one hand washing area to save time). 
 

2.3) The Derash is first explained before the hand washing is commenced. 
 
 

Derash: 
 

• The washing of hands was customarily done by the servant or the slave 
of the house.  

• It was at this time during the washing of hands, the Bible tells us, that 
Y'shua washed the disciple’s feet

17
. 

                                                           
16

 Luke 22:17-18. Notice this is not the same cup as mentioned in Luke 22:20 
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• Metaphorically, it is only Y’shua who can wash our filthy sins away. 

• As the water flows over your hands, think about how Y’shua washes 
your sins away. 

 
 

Step 3. Vegetable / Karpas:  
 

3.1) The vegetable (usually parsley) is now dipped into salt water by each 
participant and eaten.  
 

3.2) Parsley is a good vegetable to use for this purpose, because when 
you shake off the salt water, it looks like tears. 
 

3.3) The Host blesses the vegetable and the Participants follow: 
 

“Blessed art Thou,  
O Lord our God,  

Ruler of the universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the earth. 

Amen” 
 

3.4) Eat the vegetable and salt water and make sure it is bitter in your 
mouth.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

• The vegetable symbolizes the lowly origins of the Jewish people. 

• The salt water reminds us of the sad and bitter tears shed by the Jews 
when they were slaves.  

• We as Believers dip the greens in salt water to remind us of our tears of 
slavery. The Jews were slaves in Egypt and we were all born slaves to 
sin in this world. 

• As we eat the vegetable, we remember that it was springtime (in the 
northern hemisphere) when the Pesach and Y’shua’s sacrifice took 
place. 

 
 

Step 4. Breaking / Yachatz:  
 

4.1) The Leader of each table uncovers the three Matzoh
18

 (plural) on the 
main table. 
 

                                                                                                                                     
17

 John 13:4-12 
18

 Unleavened bread 
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4.2) The “middle one” is removed from the Matzah Tash
19

 and the Leader 
shows it to the Participants of his table. 
 

4.3)  The Leader breaks this Matzah now into two pieces. 
 

4.4) The one broken half is returned to the unity (the three-in-one bag) in 
the middle position. 
 

4.5) The other broken part is set aside for the “Afikomen
20

”.  
 

4.6) The Leader wraps the Afikomen in a white cloth and gives it to a any 
parent to hide.  
 

4.7) While the children close their eyes, the parent hides the Afikomen, 
and the children have to find it or ransom it back at a later stage. The 
children are informed that they will receive a “prize” when they find it. (The 
idea is to keep the children awake and attentive throughout the pre-meal 
proceedings, waiting for this part).  
 
 

Derash: 
 

• The Matzah in the unity reminds us that the Israelites left Egypt before 
their bread could rise. The three Matzot remind us that God is one, yet 
three. 

• The Afikomen will be explained in great detail later on. At this point of 
time, take note of three things: 1) it was broken, 2) it was wrapped in a 
white cloth, and 3) it was hid away. 

 
 

Step 5. The Story / Maggid:  
 

5.1) A retelling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt and the first Pesach 
now follows.  
 

                                                           
19

 Bag with three separate compartments 
20

 Afikoman is a half-piece of Matzah which is broken in the early stages of the Passover 
Seder and set aside to be eaten as a desert after the meal. Based on the Mishnah in 
Pesahim 119a, the Afikomen is a substitute for the Korban Pesach (Passover Lamb), which 
was the last thing eaten at the Passover Seder during the eras of the First and Second 
Temples and during the period of the Mishkan (Tabernacle). Jewish Law has it that it is 
forbidden to eat any other food after eating the Afikomen. The reason is to keep the taste of 
Matzah in the mouth. The Greek word on which Afikomen is based has two meanings: 
"desert", meaning "that which comes after", and "after-dinner revelry" or "entertainment".  
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5.2) This begins with the youngest person asking “The Four Questions”, a 
set of questions about the proceedings designed to encourage 
participation in the Seder.  
 

5.3) The Four Questions are also known as “Why is it different?” (Mah 
Nishtanah), which are the first words of the Four Questions.  
 

5.4) The Maggid
21

 is designed to satisfy the needs of four different types of 
people: 1) the wise one, who wants to know the technical details; 2) the 
wicked one, who excludes himself (and learns the penalty for doing so);          
3) the simple one, who needs to know the basics; and 4) the one who is 
unable to ask, who doesn't even know enough to know what he needs to 
know.  

5.5) Four Children now ask the four questions: 

• Child #1: Why is this night different from all other nights? On all other 
nights we may eat either leavened bread or Matzah. Why on this night, 
only Matzah? 

• Child #2: On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables. Why on this 
night do we eat bitter herbs? 

• Child #3: On all other nights we are not required to dip our vegetables 
even once. Why on this night two times? First, we dip Karpas in salt 
water and then we dip Maror in Charoset. 

• Child #4: On all other nights we sit straight in our chairs. Why on this 
night do we lean to one side? 

 

5.6) The Ten Plagues are now said together whilst you take a drop of wine 
from your cup with your finger and allow it to drip onto your plate.  
 

Recite after the Host: 1) Water into blood, 2) Frogs, 3) Lice, 4) Flies, 5) 
Livestock diseased, 6) Boils, 7) Thunder and hail, 8) Locusts, 9) Darkness, 
10) Death of the firstborn. 

5.7) At the end of the Maggid, a blessing is recited by everybody over the 
second cup of wine (Again the Host recites first):  

 

                                                           
21

 Maggid (ַמִּגיד), sometimes spelled as magid, is a traditional Eastern European Jewish 
religious itinerant preacher, skilled as a narrator of Torah and religious stories. A preacher of 
the more scholarly sort was called a "darshan", and usually occupied the official position of 
Rabbi. The title of "maggid mesharim" (= "a preacher of uprightness"; abbreviated) probably 
dates from the sixteenth century 
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“Blessed are you,  
O LORD our God, 
King of the universe, 

who creates the fruit of the vine. 
Amen” 

5.7) Whilst leaning to your left drink the cup empty.  

 

Derash: 
 

Second Cup: The Cup of Judgment 
 

• With this second cup we remember the second promise YHWH made 
to the Jewish people: "I will free you from being slaves to them."

22
  

• The LORD freed Israel through His judgment on Egypt. And YHWH 
freed us from darkness and brought us into the kingdom of Y’shua.  

• For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption 
and the forgiveness of sins

23
.  

 

The Four Questions: 
 

• The Torah commands four times that the Jews must teach their 
children about the Exodus from Egypt.  

• These four commands suggest that there are four kinds of children, 
each of whom learns in a different way. 

• YHWH's Word will call to mind four types of sons: 1) the wise, 2) the 
wicked, 3) the simple one, and 4) the one who cannot ask why things 
are done because he does not know anything. 

• As Believers in Y’shua we must also be sensitive as to how our children 
are asking about salvation, and we must answer them appropriately. 

 
 

Step 6. Washing / Rachtzah:  
 

6.1) A second washing of the hands now follows. 
 

6.2) While the Host explains the Derash, each Leader takes cleansing 
water and a towel around the table so that all Participants my dip their 
fingertips into the water and dry them with the towel. 
 

                                                           
22

 Exod 6:6-7 
23

 Col 1:13-14 
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Derash: 
 

• During Y'shua's Last Passover, (Supper), the Bible tells us: "… they 
prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Y’shua and his apostles 
reclined at the table. And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer. After taking the cup, he gave 
thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will 
not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes."

24
  

• But, it was at this time during the washing of hands, the Bible tells us 
Y'shua ... "So he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Y’shua replied, "You do not 
realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." "No," said 
Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Y’shua answered, "Unless I 
wash you, you have no part with me." "Then, Lord," Simon Peter 
replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" Y’shua 
answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; 
his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 
you." For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he 
said not every one was clean. When he had finished washing their feet, 
he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand 
what I have done for you?" he asked them"

25
.  

 
 

Step 7. Blessing over Grain Products / Motzi:  
 

7.1) A blessing is now recited after the washing of the hands. This is done 
in preparation for eating the Matzah: 
 

7.2) The Host says the blessing first and the Participants follow: 
 

“Blessed are you,  
O LORD our God, 
King of the universe, 

who brings forth bread from the earth. 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
24

 Luke 22:13-18 
25

 John 13:4-12 
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Blessed are you,  
O LORD our God, 
King of the universe, 

who has sanctified us by Y’shua 
and bid us to eat Matzah, 

Amen” 
 
 

Step 8. Eating of Unleavened Bread / Matzah:  
 

8.1) The Leader of the table breaks the entire “middle remaining half” 
Matzoh of the unity into small pieces, and distributes a piece to all the 
Participants. 
 

8.2) A small piece of this Matzah is eaten with some salt.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

• The Matzah is symbolic of the Israelite’s tormenting hardship they had 
in Egypt. 

• The Matzah is also symbolic of Y’shua’s body that was bruised, pierced 
and broken for us, so that we could have a way out of our “Egypt”. 

• Lev 2:13 says: “And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou 
season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy 
God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou 
shalt offer salt”.  

• Y’shua said: “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men”.

26
  

 
 

Step 9. The Bitter Herbs Sandwich / Maror:  
 

9.1) The Leader now breaks the “upper” Matzoh of the unity into small 
pieces, and distributes two pieces to each of the Participants. 
 

9.2) The Participants dip a small piece in the Maror (usually raw 
horseradish; sometimes romaine lettuce), and put another piece on top, 
making a sandwich. (Note that there are two bitter herbs on the Seder 
plate: one labeled Maror and one labeled Chazeret. The one labeled Maror 
should be used here).  
 

                                                           
26

 Mat 5:13 
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9.3) A blessing is recited over the bitter vegetable by the Host and is 
followed by all. 
 

“Blessed are you,  
O LORD our God, 
King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us  
by Y’shua our Messiah 
and bid us to eat Maror. 

Amen” 
 

9.4) The Matzah sandwich with the bitter vegetables is now eaten.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

• Maror reminds us that the Egyptians made the lives of the Jews bitter 
when they were slaves.  

• They made their lives bitter with hard labour in brick and mortar (the 
sandwich) and with all kinds of work in the fields

27
.  

• Each year, as we sit together at the Seder table, we imagine that each of 
us came out of Egypt.  

• The Torah teaches us: "On that day tell your son, 'I do this because of 
what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.'"

28
 

• This sandwich was eaten with Lamb during Temple times in Jerusalem--it 
is also known as the “sop”. It is still the custom today to give this dipped 
sop with affection to a loved one.  

• It was with the “dipped sop” (bitter herb) Y'shua spoke of His betrayal: 
""One of you shall betray me" Peter motioned John to ask who he was, 
Y’shua answered: " He it is, to whom I shall give a sop" After he dipped 
sop, Judas left to betray Him"

29
. 

 

Step 10. The Sweet Sandwich / Korech:  
 

10.1) The Leader now breaks the “bottom” Matzoh of the unity into small 
pieces, and again distributes two pieces to all the Participants. 
 

10.2) This time we eat the Matzah sandwich with some Charoset and 
Maror on; prepare your sandwich.  
 

10.3) Participants eat their bitter/sweet sandwich. 

                                                           
27

 Exod 1:14 
28

 Exod 13:8 
29

 John 13:21-28 
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Derash: 
 

• The Charoset is a mixture of apples, nuts, cinnamon and wine, and the 
Maror is bitter herbs. 

• This sandwich reminds us of the bitterness of slavery, but also of the 
sweetness of freedom, which YHWH brought about through the Exodus 
and ultimately through Y’shua.  

 
 

Step 11. Dinner / Shulchan Orech:  
 

11.1) The festive meal is now eaten.  
 

11.2) There is no particular requirement regarding what to eat at this meal 
(except, of course, that Chametz

30
 cannot be eaten. Do not rush the meal).  

 
 

Step 12. The Afikomen / Tzafun: 
 

12.1) The piece of Matzah broken from the unity which was set aside 
earlier, called the Afikomen, is now focused on. 
 

12.2) The children now search for the Afikomen. 
 

12.3) The children after ransoming the Afikomen back, receives a “gift”. 
The Leaders hand the gifts out (use your own discretion as what you want 
to give). 
 

12.4) The Afikomen is brought to the table and each Participant get a piece 
of this Afikomen “Bread”. 
 

12.5) The piece of Afikomen which you receive is broken into two. 
 

12.6) The Host blesses the “Afikomen Bread” and the Participants follow: 
 

“Blessed are you,  
O LORD our God, 
King of the universe, 

who brings forth bread from the earth, 
Amen” 

 

12.7) One piece is eaten as "dessert," the last food of the meal only after 
the Derash is explained by the Host.  
 

                                                           
30

 Chametz (also Chometz or Chumetz; ָחֵמץ) refers to bread, grains and leavened products 
that are not consumed on Pesach. Among Ashkenazic Jews, gefilte fish and Matzah ball soup 
are traditionally eaten at the beginning of the meal. Roast chicken or turkey are common as a 
main course, as is beef brisket.  
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12.8) The other piece is taken home and placed in a place where you see 
it and continuously remind you what the “Bread” is.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

• The Afikomen is our substitute for the Passover Lamb, which in days of 
old, was the final food of the Seder feast. 

• Y’shua took this portion of the Seder bread to establish the Lord's 
Supper, the Covenant Meal (Communion). 

• Y’shua is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.
31

  

• This is known as “the Bread of affliction”, “the humble Bread”. 

• The Bread itself reminds us of Him--now look at your bread.  

• The Rabbis have rigid codes as to the appearance of the Matzah. It 
must have stripes, be pierced and must be without leaven. Y'shua was 
afflicted, striped, pierced and without sin (leaven symbolizes sin). 

• The Prophet Isaiah, spoke of the Messiah to come in chapter 53. 

• It is interesting to note that a perfect description of Y'shua tolled 700 
years before His birth! 

• The Prophet Zechariah also said of the Messiah: "And I will pour out on 
the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and 
they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve 
bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son”

32
.  

• There are 65 major direct prophecies predicting the birth, life, death and 
resurrection of the Messiah, and another 259 prophecies to the coming 
of the Messiah, all written hundreds to thousands of years before His 
birth. Only Y'shua has or could fulfill these predictions foretold by the 
prophets of YHWH! 

• The Afikomen has been “buried” and “risen”. A reward was given for the 
finder of the Afikomen. You sit with this immense gift today. 

• It was during the blessing after the meal and the eating of the Afikomen 
that the Bible tells us: “Y’shua, the same night in which he was 
betrayed, took bread: and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and 
said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you (Afikomen): this 
do in remembrance of me”

33
. 

• Y’shua also said: "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never 
go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty."

34
  

                                                           
31

 John 1:29 
32

 Zech 12:10 
33

 1 Cor 11:23-24 
34

 John 6:35 
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• Rabbi Sha’ul (Paul) also wrote to the Corinthians, "A man ought to 
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup"

35
.  

• Let us pause for a moment of thought for what Y’shua did for us (pause 
for a moment).  

• Let us eat the bread, knowing His sacrificial death on the cross fulfilled 
the prophetic symbolism of the Passover lamb. 

 
 

Step 13. Grace after Meals / Barech:  
 

13.1) The third cup of wine is now poured by the Leader for every 
Participant. 
 

13.2) As in Jewish custom, we thank YHWH after the meal for the food we 
have eaten. 
 

13.3) The “grace after meals” (Birkat ha-Mazon) is now recited. (This is 
similar to the grace that would be said on any Shabbat.) 
 

HOST:  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
ALL:  May the name of the Lord be blessed from this time forth 

and forever. 
HOST:  We praise You, O God, from whose abundance we have 

partaken. 
ALL:  We praise You, O Lord our God, our Saviour and our King 

who gives bread to all flesh, for Your lovingkindness 
endures forever. Amen. 

 

13.4) A blessing is now recited by everyone together over the third cup of 
wine: 
 

"Baruch Atta Adonai  
Eloheinu Melick Haolam  
Bore Parie Hagafen  

Amen" 
"Blessed art Thou,  
o Lord our God,  

King of the universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine 

Amen" 
 

13.5) Listen to the Derash before the cup is consumed … 
 
 

 
 

                                                           
35

 1 Cor 11:28 
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Derash: 
 

Third Cup: The Cup of Redemption /Salvation 
 

• With this cup Israel remembers their deliverance from 430 years of 
slavery, and their redemption from the plague of death by the blood of 
the first Passover Lamb. 

• It was with this cup the Word of God tells us: “In the same way, after 
the supper he, (Y'shua) took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you”

36
.  

• Rabbi Sha’ul writes: "This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me"

37
, meaning in remembrance of Y’shua.  

• Lift with me the Cup of Salvation, the Cup of Y'shua and call on the 
name of the Lord. Remembering that Y’shua’s blood was poured out for 
the forgiveness of sins. Let us all be thankful. [time for personal prayer] 
(pause for a moment of thought). 

 

13.6) The third cup is now consumed.  
 

13.7) The fourth cup is poured by the Leader, including a cup set aside for 
the prophet Elijah, who is supposed to herald the Messiah, and is 
supposed to come on Pesach to do this.  
 

13.8) A door is opened for a while at this point for Elijah. The person who 
opens the door remains there.  
 

 

Derash for Elijah: 
 

• Elijah is the bearer of good tidings of joy and peace.  

• His name is especially associated with the coming of the Messiah, 
whose advent he is expected to announce.  

• "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 
day of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will 
come and strike the land with a curse."

38
 

• Legend declares that Elijah visits every Jewish home at the Seder and 
sips the cup.  

• When Israel was exiled from the land, the cup of Elijah was filled, but 
not drunk. It remains on the table as a sign of YHWH's further 
Messianic promise of renewal. 

• We recall Y’shua saying of John the Baptist: "And they asked him 
(Y’shua), "Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 

                                                           
36

 Luke 22:20 
37

 1 Cor 11:25b 
38

 Mal 4:5-6 
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first?" Y’shua replied, "To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores 
all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much 
and be rejected? But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to 
him everything they wished, just as it is written about him."

39
  

• "Elijah has come" This is true as in the person of John the Baptist. 

13.9) So please close the door and be seated. Elijah and the Messiah 
have already come and we await His return. 
 
 

Step 14. Praises / Hallel:  
 

14.1) Psalm 113 to 118 are the Passover Psalms. The Great Passover 
Hallel is Psalms 136. These were sung in the Temple by the Temple Choir 
during Pesach. Let us read responsively a Hallel of Praise: 
 

READER:  Praise the Lord! 
 

ALL:  Praise, O servants of the Lord. Praise the name of the 
Lord. 

 

READER:  Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and 
forever. When Israel went forth from Egypt, the House of 
Jacob from a people of strange language, Judah became 
His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. 

 

ALL:  The sea looked and fled. The Jordan turned back. The 
mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs. 

 

READER:  You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; He is their help 
and their shield. What shall I render to the Lord for all His 
benefits toward me? 

 

ALL:  I shall lift up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord. 

 

READER:  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
 

ALL:   For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
 

READER:  I shall give thanks to Thee, for Thou hast answered me; 
and Thou hast become my salvation. 

 

ALL:  The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. 

 

                                                           
39

 Mark 9:11-13; Mark 9:13; Mat 11:14; Mat 11:13,14, 15 
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LEADER:  This is the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

ALL:  This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

 

READER:  O Lord, do save, we beseech thee! 
 

ALL:   O Lord, do save, we beseech thee! 
 

READER:  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
We have blessed you from the House of the Lord. 

 

ALL:  Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. For His 
lovingkindness is everlasting. 

 

14.2) A blessing is recited over the last cup of wine. 
  

"Baruch Atta  
Adonai Eloheinu  
Melick Haolam  

Bore Parie Hagafen  
Amen" 

 

"Blessed art Thou,  
O Lord our God,  

King of the universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine 

Amen" 
 

14.3) Consume the last cup.  
 
 

Derash: 
 

Fourth Cup: The Cup of Praise 
 

• Jews praise YHWH because He promised them: "I will take you as my 
own people."

40
 

• We also praise YHWH that all of us, Jew and Gentile, can become His 
people by faith in Y’shua according to the Olive Tree of Rom 11:24. 

• Rabbi Sha’ul wrote of this Cup: "The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood of Messiah? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the body of Messiah?"

41
  

                                                           
40

 Exodus 6:6-7 
41

 1 Cor 10:16 
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• "When you come together, is it not the Lord's Supper you eat... For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death till He comes"

42
. 

 
 

Step 15. Closing / Nirtzah:  
 

15.1) In closing we call out to our Lord and God together: 
 

“Have compassion, O Lord our God,  
upon us, upon Israel Your people,  

upon Jerusalem Your city,  
on Zion the dwelling place of Your glory,  
and upon Your altar and Your Temple.  
Rebuild Jerusalem, Your holy city,  

speedily in our days.  
Be gracious to us and give us strength. 

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God,  
Ruler of the universe.  

We thank Thee for sustaining us all to this day.  
Blessed be the Lord. 

Ended is the Passover Seder according to custom,  
statute and law. 

As we were worthy to celebrate it this year,  
so may we perform it in future years. 

O Pure One in heaven above,  
restore the congregation of Israel in Your love,  

and bring them to the knowledge and love of the everlasting Redeemer, 
Y'shua, the Anointed one, King of Kings, Lord of Lords.  

For before Him every knee will bow and every tongue confess,  
Y’shua HaMashiach is Lord.  

And we will be with Him in the New Jerusalem.  
He will be our God and we will be His people forever more. 
Speedily lead Your redeemed people to Zion in Joy. 

 
15.2) The Seder customary ends by everyone shouting together: 
 

Next Year in Jerusalem! 
 
15.3) This can be followed by various hymns, stories and fellowship. 
 
15.4) Coffee can now be served whilst the participants fellowship  

                                                           
42

 1 Cor 11:20 & 26 
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We inform – You choose
43
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
44
 

 
 
 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically                     

to us in either one of the field of: 
 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

 

from Certificate to Doctorate. 
 
 

  

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 

 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 

 

 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 

 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 

 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
43

 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
44

 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
And Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye 
may keep your own tradition.  


