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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 

Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 

Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 

"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  

In the 19
th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the 

name Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, 
but leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as 
Yah-oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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The Western Pagan Calendar versus YHWH’s                     
Sacred Calendar 

Introduction 
 

The modern Gregorian Calendar used by most of the world is an invention 
of the Roman Catholic Church. This calendar, with pagan religious 
holidays designed and enforced by the Catholic Church, is a counterfeit of 
YHWH's Sacred Calendar. A return to all truth is also a return to 
understanding and observing YHWH's Sacred Calendar. 
 

The most widely used calendar was named after a Roman Catholic pope, 
Gregory, who decreed all should follow its definition. This calendar literally 
symbolizes the change of "times and laws". The true power of the Catholic 
Church is demonstrated by its widespread use and especially the 
observance of the Catholic pagan holiday substitutes for YHWH's holy 
days, the yearly Sabbaths placed orderly into His calendar (YHWH’s 
Sabbaths and feasts are already explained in one of our other products). 
 

There have been many different calendars used by different peoples and 
societies in the course of history. It is interesting to note, the further back 
you go in history, the closer other calendars match the principles you will 
learn about from YHWH's Sacred Calendar. When you consider this, you 
will realize it must be this way. The original calendar, and the one the Jews 
use from the Bible, is YHWH's Sacred Calendar. It is interesting to note 
that there was no other calendar for thousands of years, so why does the 
world today follow a pagan calendar that is merely 500 years old?  
 

Background 
 

The original Roman Calendar (circa
1
 700 B.C.) appears to have been a 

luni-solar calendar
2
 and started with the spring equinox

3
, which is actually 

                                                           
1
 “Circa (often abbreviated c., ca., ca or cca. and sometimes italicized to show it is Latin) 

means "in approximately" (it literally means "around"), referring to a date. It is widely used in 
genealogy and historical writing, when the dates of events are approximately known. When 
used in date ranges, a circa is applied before each approximate date, while dates without a 
circa immediately preceding them are generally assumed to be known with certainty” - 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circa 
2
 A luni-solar calendar is a calendar in many cultures whose date indicates both the moon 
phase and the time of the solar year. If the solar year is defined as a tropical year, then a luni-
solar calendar will give an indication of the season 
3
 “An equinox occurs twice a year, when the tilt of the Earth's axis is inclined neither away 

from nor towards the Sun, the Sun being vertically above a point on the Equator. The term 
“equinox” can also be used in a broader sense, meaning the date when such a passage 
happens. The name "equinox" is derived from the Latin aequus (equal) and nox (night), 
because around the equinox, the night and day are equal in duration. It may be better 
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an approximation of when the Sacred Calendar starts. The Roman 
calendar was a very haphazard affair. The pagan calendars have always 
been at the mercy of kings and priests.  
 

The Julian Calendar (46 B.C.) was a solar calendar,
4
 which was 

reasonably accurate for a time with leap years every four years. By this 
time, the New Year was starting at the winter solstice,

5
 the birthday of 

the Sun. The current date of December 25 has actually moved around 
quite a bit as far as its relationship to the solstice is concerned. This will be 
obvious as you study about calendars.  
 

The Gregorian Catholic Calendar (1582), used in the world today, was 
imposed on the world by the power of the Catholic Church. It still took 
centuries of time to complete. Though the calendar is quite accurate now, 
there were arbitrary changes in the dates based on "traditions" which upset 
quite a few people. The power of the Catholic Church and tradition keeps 
this calendar in force.  
 

This calendar is also known as the Solar Calendar. A Solar Year is 365.2 
days in length. Our present-day calendar has changed several times 
from the original calendar that it started out to be.  
 

With Romulus as the leader of Rome, the days and the months of the 
Roman calendar were set by the cycles of the sun and the moon. At that 
time, a year was considered to be ten months in length. The New Year 
began in the Spring on March 1 and ended in December. 
 

Numa then succeeded Romulus as the new leader and introduced a new 
calendar which consisted of twelve months. This calendar ended in 
February. Years later the New Year was changed from March 1

st
 to 

January 1
st
, which is when the civil year began. The days of the year 

numbered three hundred and sixty-five days.  
 
Then, Julius Caesar, the famous Roman Emperor, entered the picture 
and he introduced the Julian calendar. This calendar began on January 1 
in the year 45 B.C.  

                                                                                                                                     

understood to mean that latitudes +L and -L north and south of the equator experience nights 
of equal length” - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equinox 
4
 A solar calendar is a calendar whose dates indicate the position of the earth on its 
revolution around the sun (or equivalently the apparent position of the sun moving on the 
celestial sphere) 
5
 "The Winter Solstice occurs exactly when the earth's axial tilt is farthest away from the sun 

at its maximum of 23° 26'. Though the Winter Solstice lasts only an instant in time, the term is 
also colloquially used as Midwinter or, in contrast, the first day of winter to refer to the day on 
which it occurs. Depending on the shift of the calendar, the Winter Solstice occurs on 
December 21 or 22 each year in the Northern Hemisphere" - 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice 
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Finally, Pope Gregory XIII brought into being his own version of the 
Gregorian calendar in the year 1582, and that evolved into the calendar 
that we use today.  
 

BC, AD, BCE and CE 
 

To categorize calendars is by identifying their core event; that is, what the 
calendar is based on. The "Christian" or Western calendar is a solar 
calendar based on "Christ’s" birth. Even though there is a different 
labeling system between the religious and the secular, the years are set 
around "Christ’s" birth. In religious and traditional secular use, the years 
according to the Western calendar are labeled in a way that directly 
acknowledges the base date as being "Christ’s" birth. That is, the year is 
labeled as BC for "Before Christ" or AD, Anno Domini, or, "in the year of 
our Lord".  
 

More and more, secular uses employ a newer marking system which 
doesn’t recognize that the dates correspond to "Christ’s" birth. They mark 
the year as BCE or CE where BCE stands for "Before the Common Era", 
and CE stands for the "Current Era, Common Era, or Christian Era". 
 

Various Calendars 
 

The Gregorian calendar is generally used synonymously with the 
Christian and Western calendar. The Gregorian version, as said, was 
actually named after Pope Gregory XIII. It has a year comprised of 12 
months and 365 days, 366 in a leap year, which occurs by adding a day in 
February every four years. While the Gregorian calendar is based on the 
Julian calendar — the calendar that was introduced around 45 BCE by 
Julius Caesar after consulting an astronomer — the Gregorian calendar is 
based on the year of "Christ’s" birth. The Gregorian calendar took the 
place of the Julian calendar around the end of the 16th Century. The 
Gregorian calendar sought to improve on its predecessors. The purpose 
was to have a more regular format than the lunar and Julian calendars. 
There is not one hint in the entire Bible about this pagan, man-made 
calendar. 
 

The Islamic calendar is based on the emigration of the Prophet 
Muhammad and his fellow Muslims, the Companions or Sahabah, from 
Mecca to Medina. The emigration is said to have been commanded by 
God after many years of Muslim persecution. The emigration took place in 
622 AD or CE according to the Western Calendar or 4382 AM (Anno 
Mundi, or in the year of the world according to the Jewish calendar  
(more on this topic later)).  Hirah is Arabic for emigration and so, the 
Islamic calendar is also called the Hijri calendar. Years prior to the 
emigration are labeled as BH, Before Hijra, while years after the emigration 
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are labeled as AH, Anno Hijra or In the year of Hijra. The calendar is based 
on the lunar year, has about 354 days and 12 months, each with either 29 
or 30 days. The names of the months are Muharram, Safar, Rabiul-Awwal, 
Rabi-uthani, Jumada al-awwal, Jumada al-thani, Rajab, Sha’ban, 
Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhil-Q’ada, and Dhil-Hijja.  
 

The Jewish calendar is a luni-solar calendar and is based on creation 
which is said to have occurred — around 3760 BCE according to the 
Western Calendar. The Jewish calendar, or the Hebrew calendar, has 
anywhere from 353 to 385 days, and 12 months, 13 in a leap year. Months 
have 29 or 30 days: The months are called Nissan, Iyar, Sivan, Tammuz, 
Av, Elul, Tishri, Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, Shevat, and Adar. In a leap year 
Adar I is inserted after Shevat, and the existing month of Adar is called 
Adar II — the thirteenth month. While the Western and Islamic calendars 
have a New Year beginning with the first month, the New Year according 
to the Jewish calendar begins in the seventh, not first, month of the year. 
 

Another way these calendars differ is when the new day begins. In the 
Julian, Gregorian, Western and Christian calendars, the day begins at 
midnight. The Islamic and Jewish calendars, however, begin at sundown 
according to Scripture: “it was evening and it was morning, the … day”6

, 
and evening to the Jews starts when three stars appear in heaven. 
 

The correction of the Pagan, Julian and Gregorian calendars 
 

September 2, 1752, was a great day in the history of sleep. That 
Wednesday evening, millions of British people in England and the colonies 
went peacefully to sleep and did not wake up until twelve days later. 
 

Behind this “so-called twelve days of sleep” was not some revolutionary 
hypnotic technique or miraculous pharmaceutical discovered in the West 
Indies. It was, rather, the British Calendar Act of 1751, which declared 
the day after Wednesday the second to be Thursday the fourteenth. 
Prior to that insensible September evening, the official British calendar 
differed from that of continental Europe by eleven days — that is, 
September 2 in London was September 13 in Paris, Lisbon, and 
Berlin. The discrepancy had sprung from Britain's continued use of the 
Julian calendar, which had been the official calendar of Europe since its 
invention by Julius Caesar (after whom it was named) in 45 B.C. 
 

Caesar's calendar, which consisted of eleven months of 30 or 31 days and 
a 28-day February (extended to 29 days every fourth year), was actually 
"quite accurate": it erred from the real solar calendar by only 11½ minutes 
a year. After centuries, though, even a small inaccuracy like this adds up. 

                                                           
6
 Gen 1:5 
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By the sixteenth century, it had put the Julian calendar behind the solar 
one by 10 days.  
 

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII ordered the advancement of the calendar by 
10 days and introduced a new corrective device to curb further error: 
century years such as 1700 or 1800 would no longer be counted as leap 
years, unless they were (like 1600 or 2000) divisible by 400. 
 

If somewhat inelegant, this system is undeniably effective, and is still in 
official use in the West. The Gregorian calendar year differs from the solar 
year by only 26 seconds—accurate enough for most mortals, since this 
only adds up to one day's difference every 3,323 years.  
 

Despite the prudence of Pope Gregory's correction, many Protestant 
countries, including England, ignored the papal one. Germany and the 
Netherlands agreed to adopt the Gregorian calendar in 1698; Russia only 
accepted it after the revolution of 1918, and Greece waited until 1923 to 
follow suit. And currently many Orthodox churches still follow the Julian 
calendar, which now lags 13 days behind the Gregorian. 
 
Where do the Gregorian Month Names originate from? 
 
The names of the months of the Gregorian calendar were derived from 
the names of the Julian calendar, and are as follows: January originally 
came from Janus, the god of beginnings. February came from a 
sacrificial purification feast which was called Februa. The name March 
was named after Mars, the god of war. April came from the name of the 
Greek goddess named Aphrodite. May's name originated from the name 
of another goddess known as Maia. June got its name from the ancient 
goddess named Juno. July and August, of course, were named after 
Julius Caesar and his successor to the throne, Augustus. And, the final 
four months of the year got their names from their numerical placement 
in the year. As you can see, the names of the months evolved over time 
into their present-day names. In summary, let’s look at the table on the 
next page: 
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Name 
Comes 
from 

Who or 
what? 

Why? 

January Janus
7
 

God of 
Doors 

This month opens the year, the door for the new year and 
the God of Doors was worshipped. 

February Februo purify This was a Roman feast month of sacrifices and purification. 

March Mars
8
 God of War 

Start of year for soldiers as no fighting was done during 
winter months (Nov-Feb – in northern hemisphere). The 
God of War was worshipped for strength. 

April Aphrodite
9
 
Goddess of 
Fertility 

This is the month when trees open their leaves in the 
northern hemisphere and this Goddess of Fertility was 
worshipped. 

May Maia
10
 

Goddess of 
Growth 

This is the month when plants really start to grow in the 
northern hemisphere and the Goddess of Growth was 
worshipped. 

June Juno
11
 

Queen of 
the Gods 

Janus, the god of doors and gates 

July 
Julius 
Caesar 

Ruler of 
Rome 

He reorganised the calendar. 

August Augustus Ruler of He thought he was at least as important as Julius Caesar! 

                                                           
7
 Janus kept the gate of Heaven, so he became the god of doors and gates. He was very important, 
because a house is only as strong as its doors. His temple in Rome had its doors thrown open in times of 
War, and closed in times of Peace. They were usually open! The Emperor Augustus closed the doors of 
the temple, since he brought peace to the Roman Empire. Janus had two faces, one looking forwards and 
one looking back, since a door can let you in, or let you out. The first month of the year is named after him. 
In January, we look back at the last year, and forward to the next. 
8
 The Romans were great soldiers and thought Mars, the god of War, was very important. They said that 
he was the father of Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome. When Romulus and Remus were babies, 
they were left to die. But they were found by a mother wolf, who suckled them. Romulus gave his name to 
Rome. The Campus Martius or field of Mars, was next to the river Tiber in ancient Rome. It was used to 
train soldiers and hold horse races. March was called after Mars because that was when the soldiers 
started fighting again after winter. 
9
 “Aphrodite Greek (Roman: Venus) (Ancient Greek: is the Greek goddess of love, beauty and raw 

sexuality. According to Greek poet Hesiod, she was born when Cronus cut off Ouranos' genitals and threw 
them into the sea, and from the aphros (sea foam) arose Aphrodite. Because of her beauty, other gods 
feared that jealousy would interrupt the peace among them and lead to war, and so Zeus married her to 
Hephaestus, who was not viewed as a threat. However, Aphrodite became instrumental in the Eros and 
Psyche legend, and later was both Adonis' lover and his surrogate mother” - 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite 
10
 Flora, the goddess of flowers, rather than Maia, the goddess of Growth, but they were similar goddesses. 
In the Middle Ages, people went out Maying on the first of May. They would go to the fields and woods, 
collecting flowers and enjoying the sunshine. This might have been in honour of Maia, the goddess of May, 
or Flora, the goddess of flowers. Today, we still have the first Monday in May as a holiday. Sometimes 
people dance round a maypole 
11
 Juno was the wife of Jupiter and queen of the gods. She was the goddess of women and marriage. Her 
bird was the peacock. The Romans believed that every man had a spirit that looked after him all his life. 
This was called his genius. Some people believed each man had both a good genius and a bad genius. 
Women didn't have a genius, they had a juno instead. The first day in each month (the Kalends) belonged 
to Juno. 
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Rome 

September Septem seven Seventh month (counting from March) 

October Octo eight Eighth month (counting from March) 

November Novem nine Ninth month (counting from March) 

December Decem ten Tenth month (counting from March) 

 

When you look at September, October, November and December, it 
seems as if the Romans couldn't count. But their year used to start in 
March. When Julius Caesar reorganised the calendar and made it start in 
January, he kept the old names, apart from one month, which he called 
after himself – July. Augustus came after Julius Caesar and changed the 
name of another month.  
 

In summary, the Names of Months (and of Days) on the Gregorian 
calendar are derived from Roman and Teutonic-Germanic names of pagan 
deities. 
 

The Greek words "Dios" and "Theos," and the Latin word "deus" all refer to 
pagan gods: Greek "Dieus / Zeus, Teutonic-Germanic "Ziu," Roman 
"Diovis / Jovis / Jupiter / Zeus were all names for Sun-god deities that 
"shine, have brightness." 
 

Makes you think, doesn’t it? 
 

Where do the Gregorian Weekday Names originate from? 
 

The days of the week were named as follows:  

• Sunday was originally named after the Sun, because it was the 
supreme god in Roman and Greek Mythology that was 
worshipped, that it was also the first day of the week – to bring 
homage to the supreme Sun-god;  

• Monday was originally named after the Moon and was called Moonday, 
another god that was worshipped, which evolved into Monday over 
time.  

• The next day was originally named Mars Day after the Roman warrior 
god, but was later changed to Tiu's Day for the Teutonic warrior 
god. It later evolved into Tuesday as we know it today.  

• Wotan's Day was named for the Roman god of peace, but it was later 
changed to Woden's Day after a Teutonic god. This day later evolved 
into our present day called Wednesday. Notice how the "e" and the "n" 
somehow got transposed over the years.  

• Thursday was originally called Jupiter's Day, named after the Roman 
god of thunder and lightning. It later got changed to Thor's Day, 
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named after the ancient god of thunder. Finally, it evolved into its 
present-day name.  

• Venus' Day was the fifth day of the week, named after the Roman 
goddess who symbolized Spring. This name was changed to Frigg's 
Day after the Scandinavian Love goddess. On this day, temple 
prostitution, orgies and alcohol abuse was the order of the day. We can 
still see the trend in the world today of Fridays (but YHWH said 
distance yourself from that and honour MY Sabbath--Friday evening to 
Saturday evening). The name Frigg's Day finally evolved into Friday. 

• Saturday has hardly been changed as it began as Saturn's Day, 
named after the Roman god of the harvest. Of course, it evolved over 
the years into our modern day Saturday.  
 

Day Named after 

Sunday The Sun-god 

Monday The Moon-god 

Tuesday Tiu (the Anglo-Saxon god of war, equivalent to the Norse Tyr or the Roman Mars) 

Wednesday Woden (the Anglo-Saxon equivalent of Odin, the chief Norse god) 

Thursday Thor (the Norse god of thunder) 

Friday Frigg (the Norse god of love and fertility, the equivalent of the Roman Venus) 

Saturday Saturn (the Roman god of agriculture) 

 

Interesting, isn’t it? 
 

What is YHWH instruction on keeping time? 
 

Biblical Principles and Witnesses  
 

The Bible is the absolute foundation for determining the design and 
purpose of the Calendar. The Bible is clear on the principles of the 
Calendar. The Bible is not scientifically clear on how to determine 
the details of the Calendar. Determining the details of the Calendar 
is supported by examining the witness of thousands who have 
followed the Calendar to the best of their understanding.  
 

The identification and examination of Biblical principles and the 
most credible witnesses to the Calendar is the purpose of this 
booklet. The importance of two or three credible witnesses is an 
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established Biblical principle found in the Torah12 and repeated 
in the New Covenant.  
 

At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he 
that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one 
witness he shall not be put to death.13 (Emphasis mine) 

 

This principle applies in capital offense cases and in the 
establishment of guilt for any sin.  
 

One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or 
for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the 
matter be established.14 

 

Our Saviour Y’shua applied this principle to any disputed matter and 
made it the heart of His principles for conflict resolution.  
 

But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established.15 
 

Rabbi Sha’ul (Paul) invoked this principle in his dealings with the 
contentious Corinthians.  
 

This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or 
three witnesses shall every word be established.16 

 

YHWH provides two witnesses in the Bible to teach us truth and 
lead us to truth. His law is His first witness and the second is His 
prophets.  
 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.17 

                                                           
12
 “The term "Torah" (Hebrew: ּתֹוָרה, "teaching" or "instruction", sometimes translated as 

"law"), refers either to the Five Books of Moses (or Pentateuch) or to the entirety of 
Judaism's founding legal and ethical religious texts. A "Sefer Torah" (ּתֹוָרה ֵסֶפר, "book of 
Torah") or Torah scroll, is a copy of the Torah written on parchment in a formal, traditional 
manner by a specially trained scribe under very strict requirements.” – 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah 
13
 Deut 17:6 

14
 Deut 19:15  

15
 Mat 18:16 

16
 II Cor 13:1 

17
 Isaiah 8:20 
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YHWH provides these same two witnesses at the end of time 
to testify to the truth and lead us to truth.  
 

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed 
in sackcloth.18 

  

Calendar Determination  
 

This is the first principle of Calendar determination which must be clearly 
established. YHWH's Sacred Calendar is completely based on the 
movements of the sun and the moon, the two witnesses. We need to 
consider carefully the record of the fourth day of creation. 
  

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for 
seasons, and for days, and years:  
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth: and it was so.  
16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 
17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 
the earth,  
18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light 
from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.  
19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.19 
 

Notice, the sun as the greater light rules the day or sets the rules for 
the day while the moon as the lesser light rules in the night and sets 
the rules at night. Next, focus on verse 14 with a close examination of the 
Strong's Dictionary definition of two important Hebrew words.  
 

God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide 
the day from the night; and let them be signals [H226] for appointed 
times [H4150], days, and years. (paraphrased)  

 

Astronomical Signals  
 

The Hebrew word H226 translated 'sign' indicates the sun and moon are 
the signals for events on the Calendar. It is important to note signals occur 
just before the events they signal.  
 

a) sign, signal  

• a distinguishing mark  

                                                           
18
 Rev 11:3 

19
 Gen 1:14-19 
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• banner  

• remembrance  

• miraculous sign  

• omen  

• warning  
b) token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof

20
 

 

Appointed Times  
 

The word translated seasons is the Hebrew word H4150 "moed" which has 
a very special meaning. It is a very valuable study of the Bible to look up 
the many uses of this word and the various ways it is translated. I believe 
the best translation in all cases, picking from those given in Strong's 
Dictionary, is "appointed time". A definition, I would suggest, is more like 
"designated times" or even "holy times".  

1. appointed place, appointed time, meeting  
a. appointed time  

1. appointed time (general)  
2. sacred season, set feast, appointed season  

b. appointed meeting  
c. appointed place  
d. appointed sign or signal  
e. tent of meeting

21
  

An important extension to Strong's Dictionary is suggested. “I believe 
"moed" also refers to the day of the new moon, the beginning of the new 
month. The month is an appointed time, a part of the Calendar and closely 
associated with the feasts. While the word is never explicitly translated as 
referring to the month, a careful consideration and study of the previous 
verses in Genesis and others will show a clear relationship.”22

  
 

The sun and moon are the signals for all the appointed times of YHWH. 
Astronomical data is used to determine the Calendar. The importance of 
astronomy for this purpose must be emphasized. I believe it is instructive 
to take note of this specific entry from the SDA Bible Student's Source 
Book which is also known as Volume 9 of the The Seventh-day Adventist 
Bible Commentary – Neufeld, Don F., Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Student’s Source Book, (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing 
Association) 1962. This information in the Seventh-day Adventist Bible 

                                                           
20
 Strong's Dictionary #0226 

21
 Strong's Dictionary #04150 

22
 God's Sacred Calendar -  http://www.sacredcalendar.info/Introduction.html 
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Student’s Source Book was quoted from Abraham, Astronomical 
Knowledge of, According to Jewish Traditions. Source: C. J. Gadd, History 
and Monuments of Ur (New York: E. P. Dutton and Company, 1929), pp. 
176, 254. Used by permission of the publisher and of Chatto & Windus, 
Ltd., London.  

 

[p. 176]: “In Berossus, the native historian who wrote in Greek at 
the beginning of the third century before Christ, a reference to 
these events was detected by subsequent writers upon Jewish 
history. Josephus has this: “Berossus makes mention of our father 
Abraham without naming him; he says, ‘In the tenth generation 
after the Flood there was among the Chaldaeans a certain just 
man and great, and well seen in astronomy.’” …  
 

[p. 254] “There has come down to us (at third hand) a fragment 
purporting to be quoted from the historian Eupolemus, an 
Alexandrian Jew who wrote several works on Jewish history which 
have not survived. It may be, however, that the fragment in 
question was actually written by an imitator of Eupolemus, in the 
second century. In any case his words are as follows: “in the tenth 
generation [after the Flood], in the city Kamarina of Babylonia, 
which some call the city Urié (that is, being interpreted, city of the 
Chaldaeans), there was born in the thirteenth generation 
Abraham, who surpassed all in (nobility of) birth and wisdom. He 
also it was who invented astrology and the Chaldaean art [of 
magic], and by reason of his eminent piety was well-pleasing to 
God.”  
 

Clearly, Abraham would have been following the Calendar and would 
have required a deep understanding of astronomy. This would have 
been particularly true because the flood, which occurred only a few 
hundred years before his birth, probably resulted in changes to the orbit of 
the earth.  
 

I doubt Abraham was actually involved in our modern understanding of 
astrology and magic. It may have appeared to be so because astrology is 
heavily based on astronomy.  
 
When I first began studying YHWH’s Calendar, the study of full moons, 
new moons, and equinoxes reminded me of things I had learned to 
avoid like astrology, solstices, birth month signs, and horoscopes. 
These things are Satan's counterfeits and corrupt interpretations of truth. 
YHWH intends that we should study and understand the movements in the 
sky according to what He specifies, but avoid getting interested in the 
counterfeits.  
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The Jewish Calendar  
 

The closest modern example of YHWH's Sacred Calendar is the Jewish 
Calendar. The Jewish people were the faithful preservers of the Calendar 
for many centuries. The preservation of the methods and knowledge for 
determining the calendar became the private reserve of the priests and a 
centralized authority in the centuries before the coming of the Messiah. 
Many of the common folk gave up their personal responsibility for knowing 
YHWH's Truth and became dependent on their leaders. This has always 
been a dangerous trend for all churches, for all time, for all truth.  
 

Jewish history and tradition tells us at some point the leadership began to 
time the start of the calendar year, by the barley harvest. This is not 
what YHWH commanded. It is true the barley harvest occurs at the same 
time and is part of the observance of First Fruits. Nevertheless, it is not the 
method of determination YHWH specifies. Many more corruptions entered 
into the Jewish Calendar over the centuries.  
 

When the Jewish people lost the central authority for maintaining the 
calendar in the centuries after the Messiah came, a Babylonian/Greek 
formula for predicting the calendar was put into place. This formula was an 
impressive development, but it was not completely accurate even as an 
average. YHWH's direction to base the Calendar on the observation of 
the sun and moon was ignored and the formula became the rule.  
 

The formula they adopted results in a Jewish calendar, which is a 19-year 
cycle of 235 lunar months. This is known as the Greek Metonic cycle and 
was a part of Babylonian Chronology dating to 626 B.C.  
 

This formula results in a year that averages 365.2468 days long (exactly 
365 days 5 hours 55 minutes and 25+25/57 seconds). The solar tropical 
year is about 365.24219 days long (365 days 5 hours 49 minutes and zero 
seconds). Therefore, the Jewish calendar year is about 6 minutes and 
25+25/57 seconds longer than the solar tropical year. This results in a 
"drift" of the Jewish calendar of about a day every 224 years. This means 
the year begins later and later as the centuries pass.  
 

This means, on average today, Jews celebrate their holidays, about 8 days 
later than did their ancestors in 4119 (Jewish year which is 358/9 AD 
Gregorian), at the time the fixed calendar rules were said to have been 
published by Hillel II.  
 

Should no Jewish calendar reform take place to account for the known 
astronomical differences, then eventually Passover will be celebrated in 
summer instead of spring.  
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A formula and mathematical calculation can provide a valuable guide to 
calendar determination. This is especially true when determining the 
calendar in advance. In modern times, the movements of the sun and 
moon can be correctly calculated for years in advance. Over time, these 
calculations must be updated slightly to remain accurate. The use of 
formulas must always be secondary and subject to astronomical 
observation.  
 

At some point, the Jewish man-made rules and traditions also created 
rules called postponements which were not Biblical and corrupted the 
calendar even further. The beginning of the year was postponed a day or 
two based on arbitrary rules contrary to the commandment of YHWH.  
 

These errors and other disagreements in Calendar determination result in 
differences of a day or two in the beginning of the month and 
occasionally the exact month of the year can be in dispute. Astronomical 
data makes accurate determination possible, if you agree with the rules.  
 

The confusion over the Calendar occurs because the Bible, which is the 
only completely trustworthy source, is not scientifically clear in 
determining the Calendar. This does not mean you cannot determine the 
Calendar, but it requires careful study of the Bible compared with outside 
sources. This Scripture study and uncertainty of interpretation also leads to 
differences of understanding.  
 

The purpose of this booklet has been only to introduce you to the 
principles of Calendar determination based on the Bible and the 
details, which require consulting credible witnesses. This is my best 
understanding. You are responsible to understand this information and 
follow truth guided by the Ruach HaKodesh

23
.  

 

The Jewish calendar is a luni-solar calendar, or "fixed lunar year," based 
on twelve lunar months of twenty-nine or thirty days, with an intercalary 
lunar month added seven times every nineteen years (once every two 
to three years) to synchronize the twelve lunar cycles with the slightly 
longer solar year. Each Jewish lunar month starts with the new moon. 
Although originally the new lunar crescent had to be observed and 
certified by witnesses, the timing of the new moon is now determined 
mathematically. 
 

Concurrently, there is a weekly cycle of seven days, mirroring the seven-
day period of the Book of Genesis in which the world is created. The 
names for the days of the week, like those in the Creation story, are simply 
the day number within the week (no names were given in the Bible), with 

                                                           
23
 YHWH’s Devine Spirit, known as the Holy Spirit 
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Shabbat (Hebrew for “Rest”) being the seventh day. The Jewish day 
always extends from sunset to the next sunset; the formal adjustments 
used to specify a standard time and time zones are not relevant to the 
Jewish calendar. 
 

The twelve regular months are: Nisan (30 days), Iyar (29 days), Sivan (30 
days), Tammuz (29 days), Av (30 days), Elul (29 days), Tishrei (30 days), 
Cheshvan (29 or 30 days), Kislev (29 or 30 days), Tevet (29 days), Shevat 
(30 days), and Adar (29 days). In the leap years an additional month, Adar 
I (30 days) is added after Shevat, and the regular Adar is referred to as 
"Adar II". 
 

The first month of the festival year (not secular year) is Nisan (normally 
in March/April in the Gregorian Calendar). 15 Nisan is the start of the 
festival of Pesach

24
, corresponding to the full moon of Nisan. Pesach is a 

spring festival associated with the barley harvest, so the leap-month 
mentioned above is intercalated periodically to keep this festival in the 
northern hemisphere's spring season. Since the adoption of a fixed 
calendar, intercalations in the Hebrew calendar have been at fixed points 
in a 19-year cycle. Prior to this, the intercalation was determined 
empirically: 
 

The year may be intercalated on three grounds: 'aviv [i.e. the ripeness of 
barley], fruits of trees, and the equinox. On two of these grounds it 
should be intercalated, but not on one of them alone.  
 

The Bible designates Nisan, which it calls Aviv (Exod 13:4), as the first 
month of the year (Exod 12:2). At the same time, the season of the fall 
Festival of Booths

25
 (Sukkoth), is called "the end of the year" (Exod 23:16). 

The Sabbatical year in which the land was to lie fallow, necessarily began 
at the time the winter barley and winter wheat would have been sown, in 
the fall. The Gezer calendar, an Israelite or Canaanite inscription ca. 900 
BCE, also begins in the fall. 
 

Modern practice follows the scheme described in the Mishnah
26
: Rosh 

Hashanah
27
, which means "the head of the year", and is celebrated in the 

month of Tishrei (normally in September/October in the Gregorian 
Calendar), is "the new year for years," for the secular years. This is when 

                                                           
24
 The Passover Feast 

25
 The Feast of Tabernacles 

26
 “The Mishnah or Mishna (Hebrew: הנשמ, "repetition", from the verb shanah הנש, or "to 

study and review, also "secondary" (derived from the adj. ינש)) is the first major written 
redaction of the Jewish oral traditions called the "Oral Torah" and the first major work of 
Rabbinic Judaism” – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah 
27
 Also known as the Feast of Trumpets 
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the numbered year changes, and most Jews today view Tishrei as the de 
facto beginning of the year. Now for the big question … 
 

Why does the Sacred Calendar differ in years from the Gregorian 
Calendar? 
 

Years in the Hebrew calendar are labeled with the era designation Anno 
Mundi (Latin for "in the year of the world"), abbreviated AM and A.M., 
(Hebrew: לבריאת העולם ), and are numbered from the epoch

28
 that, by 

Rabbinical reckoning, is the date of the creation of Adam.  
 

Thus 30 September 2008 through 18 September 2009 corresponded to the 
Hebrew year 5769; the Hebrew year 5770 began at sundown on the 
evening of 18 September 2009 and end(ed) on the 8 September 2010. 
 

Since about the third century CE, the Jewish calendar has used a 
calendar era anno mundi ("in the year of the world"), abbreviated AM. The 
beginning of "year 1" is not Creation, but about one year before Creation. 
This caused the new moon of its first month (Tishrei) to be called molad 
tohu (the mean new moon of chaos or nothing). 
 

The Jewish calendar's epoch (reference date), 1 Tishrei 1 AM, is 
equivalent to Monday, 7 October 3761 BCE in the proleptic Julian 
calendar, the equivalent tabular date (same daylight period) and is about 
one year before the traditional Jewish date of Creation on 25 Elul AM 1, 
based upon the Seder Olam Rabbah of Rabbi Yossi ben Halafta, a second 
century CE sage. Thus, adding 3760 (before Rosh Hashanah) or 3761 
(after Rosh Hashanah) to a Julian or Gregorian year number after 1 CE 
will yield the Hebrew year. (For earlier years there may be a discrepancy 
because of missing years). 
 

The general Christian’s mindset is that it is 4,000 years from Adam to 
Messiah Y’shua’s birth, but calculations prove that it 3,760 years from 
Adam to Y’shua’s birth. Thus, by adding 3760 to the year we live will give 
you the amount of years (estimate) from Creation. Thus 2009 will be 5,770 
years from Creation and 2011 = 5,771, 2012 = 5,772, and 2240 = 6,000 
years from Creation. 
 

Irregularities and "Missing Years" 
 

The traditional dates of events in Jewish history are often used 
interchangeably with the modern secular dates according to the Gregorian 
calendar. For example, the traditional Jewish date for the destruction of the 
First Temple (3338 AM = 423 BCE) differs from the modern scientific date, 

                                                           
28
 Epoch (cosmology) or cosmologic epoch, a phase in the development of the universe since 
the beginning 
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which is usually expressed using the Gregorian calendar (586 BCE). 
Implicit in this practice is the view that if all the differences in structure 
between the Hebrew and Gregorian calendars are taken into 
consideration, the two dates can be derived from each other. This is not 
the case. If the traditional dates of events before the Second Temple era 
are assumed to be using the standard Hebrew calendar, they refer to 
different objective years than those of the secular dates. The discrepancy 
is some 165 years. 
 

The conflict does not necessarily imply that either the traditional dates or 
the secular dates must be objectively wrong. It is possible that the 
traditional dates did not use a consistent calendar matching the year 
count of the standard Hebrew calendar. It could be that one or more 
substantial calendar shifts have occurred, or the years counted might in 
certain periods have differed from astronomical years. Taking into account 
the possibility of a changing structure of the Hebrew calendar, 
theoretically, both the traditional dates and those of secular scholars could 
be correct. Even so, the account of history in the traditional sourcebook 
Seder Olam Rabba, and in particular its description of the period of 
Persian domination, seems to be irrevocably at odds with modern scientific 
understanding. 
 

Furthermore, the modern Hebrew calendar cannot be used to calculate 
Biblical dates because new moon dates may be in error by ±2 days 
and months may be in error by ±2 months. The latter accounts for the 
irregular intercalation (adding of extra months) that was performed in 
three successive years in the early second century, according to the 
Talmud

29
. 

 

Facts Established 
 

• There are discrepancies in dates from the time of Creation till Messiah 
Y’shua was born, according to scholars when using only YHWH’s 
Sacred Calendar – the bulk agree on the years 3760/3761 and not              
4000, which is the general Christian belief (estimated 240 years 
difference). 

• There are also discrepancies in dates from the time Messiah Y’shua 
was born till today in the Julian, Gregorian and Jewish Calendar. 

                                                           
29
 The Talmud (Meaning "instruction, learning", from a root lmd "teach, study") is a central 
text of mainstream Judaism, in the form of a record of rabbinic discussions pertaining to 
Jewish law, ethics, customs and history. The Talmud has two components: the Mishnah (c. 
200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law; and the Gemara (c. 500 CE), a 
discussion of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often ventures onto other 
subjects and expounds broadly on the Tanakh – Old Covenant 
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• No one can say for sure what the exact years are, from Creation until 
today. 

 

Closing Thoughts  
 

As stated previously, the purpose of this booklet is to introduce you to the 
principles of Calendar determination based on the Bible and the 
details, which require consulting credible witnesses. This is my best 
understanding. You are responsible to understand this information and 
follow truth guided by YHWH’s Spirit. 
 

We inform – You choose
30

                                                                             
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"

31
 

 
Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     

Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 
in either one of the field of: 

 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

Certificate to Doctorate. 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 

 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
30
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
31
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 


