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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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I sincerely want to be blessed financially 
 

Introduction 
 

A wise man once used prose to simply state a Biblical principle that is 
found in both the Original Covenant

1
 and in the Apostolic Writings of the 

Renewed Covenant
2
. He said: "There was a man, some called him mad; 

the more he gave, the more he had."  
 

This Biblical principle is found in the following Scriptures: 
 

"One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what 
he should give, and only suffers want."

3
  

 

"give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with 
the measure you use it will be measured back to you."

4
  

 

"One who is taught the word must share all good things with the 
one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for 
whatever one sows, that will he also reap."

5
  

 

Notice that each of these statements comes from a different period in 
Biblical history; that is, according to the time of the Torah

6
, then according 

to Y’shua, and finally according to Rabbi Sha’ul
7
. The summary is simple. 

It is interesting to note that there is something about our giving that relates 
to both our heart and to our own personal blessings. 
 

But what does all this have to do with Firstfruits, Tithing and Offerings? It 
has much to do indeed. While some folk run through the Scriptures to 
prove that New Covenant Believers should not be Tithing "since it was 
under the Law", the truth is that we should be attempting to find out what 
the issue of Firstfruits, Tithing, and Offerings was really about, and if it has 
any application to our lives today. 
 

Background 
 

In the Hebrew language, the word Tithe
8
 is derived from the Hebrew word, 

"aser" meaning ten.  The "ma'aser," or Tithe, thus means the tenth part.  
Since this implies the application of this tenth part, we find that "ma'aser" 

                                                           

1 Also wrongly known as the Old Testament 
2 Also wrongly known as the New Testament 
3 Prov 11:24 (ESV – English Standard Version) 
4 Luke 6:38 (ESV – English Standard Version) 
5 Gal 6:6-7 (ESV – English Standard Version) 
6 Interpret as Law, but should be translated as YHWH’s Instructions. This is the first five 
Books in the Original Covenant Moses wrote and contains YHWH’s 613 Instructions for living 
7 Paul 
8 "Tithe" is merely the Old English word for "tenth" 
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has come to mean the giving of a tenth part which is, as we shall see, the 
normative contribution that person is expected to offer under Biblical 
instructions.  
 

As a beginning point, let's go to the first place in the Scriptures where we 
see anyone offering the first of anything to YHWH, and for this we go to 
Cain and Abel. Although not a Tithe in the purest sense, we find as early 
as Genesis chapter 4 a sacrifice being offered to YHWH.  It is inferred from 
this text that the practice is one that must have been observed by them 
and we can conclude that Adam must have made offerings also.  Listen to 
the reading: 
 

"So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an 
offering to the Lord of the fruit of the ground. Abel, on his part 
also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; but 
for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became 
very angry and his countenance fell."

9
  

 

There is much to be revealed from this scene, but for the sake of our 
study, let's stay with the act of bringing something to YHWH. Where did 
Cain and Abel get the idea of offering? Note that this principle was long 
before the "Law" was given at Mount Sinai, so it cannot be argued that 
"giving is under the Law".  
 

Notice "giving" has to do with "worship". Evidently this was something that 
they 'knew' to do. It was appropriate. 
 

Why did YHWH reject Cain's offering? According to Scripture, it included 
Cain's attitude. Without labouring the point, I'll simply reemphasize the 
point ... "It is better never to give if the giving cannot be done in freedom 
of conscience and with a proper motive."  
 

Moshe’s
10
 record makes it easy to understand what the problem was; it 

specifically denotes the differences between their offerings. But the 
Hebrew writer makes it even clearer: 

 

"By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain, through which he had witness borne to him that he was 
righteous, God bearing witness in respect of his gifts: and through 
it he being dead yet speaketh."

11
  

 

How did Abel present his sacrifice unto YHWH? It was by faith. Moshe did 
not write that Cain offered his sacrifice by faith, and no New Covenant 

                                                           
9
 Gen 4:3-5 

10
 The Hebrew name for Moses 

11
 Gen 11:4 
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writer comments on the faith of Cain demonstrated by this offering. If Cain 
did not offer his gifts unto YHWH by faith, then how did he worship? The 
opposite of faith is sight

12
; that is, through human intuition.  

 

He worshipped according to "sight" — according to what his own senses 
and wisdom dictated would be an honourable gift unto YHWH. No doubt, 
his produce was lovely to look upon. No doubt, he labored over those 
crops until the harvest. No doubt he anticipated that all the hard work, time, 
and care he had spent on those offerings would be acceptable. This is 
clearly demonstrated by his reaction to YHWH’s rejection of his sacrifice. 
Cain’s offering was not rejected because it was not made in earnest. 
Instead, his offering was rejected because it was offered according to his 
own presumption and not by faith. 
 

Not much else is said here about 'Firstlings' or 'Firstfruits' or 'Tithing' until 
we get to Abraham and later Jacob. But it does appear that the Firstfruits 
(Tithing) were something that the righteous did as a way of worshipping or 
honouring YHWH. It related to their faith in YHWH Himself. Let’s look at 
the Abraham-Jacob Scriptures … 
 

Abraham gave a Tenth before the Torah was even given 
 

In Genesis chapter 14, we find the first use of the word "Tithe" in 
connection with Abraham. In this case, the Tithe was offered to the King-
Priest of Salem, Melchizedek, and was a portion of the spoils of war that 
Abraham accumulated in his battle with Kedorlaomer.  This Firstfruit 
offering, being from the spoils, is as the later Firstfruits/Tithes that were 
given from the produce of the land. The percentage offered is the same 
and must bear some significance in authenticating the norm, which was 
established later in the Torah.  
 

The following passage refers to Abraham who gave a Tenth to 
Melchizedek:  
 

"Then after his [Abraham] return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer 
and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to 
meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). And 
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he 
was a priest of God Most High. He blessed him and said, 'Blessed 
be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and 
blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into 
your hand.' He [Abraham] gave him a tenth of all."

13
  

                                                           
12

 2 Cor 5:7 
13
 Gen 14:17-20 
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Did you know that this took place even before Abraham was instructed to 
circumcise himself and all the male members of his family? In other words, 
at this point Abraham was still a Gentile and he only became the first 
Hebrew after he was circumcised

14
. Now many ask what Tithing has to do 

with Christians – “everything”, Rabbi Sha’ul said:  
 

"[we are to] follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham 
which he had while uncircumcised."

15
 (Now get this, the principle of 

Tithing was set here while Abraham was still a Gentile!) 
 

Abraham gave a Tenth 400 years before the Mosaic Law (Torah) was 
written! Do not argue with me about the point that Tithing is for "Jews 
under the Law", because the Scriptures prove you wrong! Abraham's 
giving was a thing of the heart. While it is called a 'tenth' of everything, 
furthermore, what Abraham did was of faith and not because some 
suggested "law" that was hanging over his head. It was a thing of the 
heart.  Evidently the giving of Firstfruits/Tithing does indeed have it roots 
in the Abrahamic faith and not the Law.  
 

This idea of Firstfruits (Tithing, if you will) carried over into Abraham's 
family. Perhaps this is one of those things where the New Covenant says it 
is written in our hearts and upon our minds. 
 

Jacob also Tithed, also before the Torah was given 
 

Now we come to Jacob. Let's hear about this man: 
 

"He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with 
its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood above 
it and said, 'I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the 
God of Isaac ..." 

 

After reassuring Jacob of certain promises, the patriarch awakens. Listen 
to what he says: 
 

"Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it." Afterwards 
Jacob makes a vow; "If God will be with me and will keep me on 
this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments 
to wear, and I return to my father's house in safety, then the Lord 
will be my God. This stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be 
God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a 
tenth to You."

16
  

 

                                                           
14
 Gen 17:24 

15
 Rom 4:12 

16
 Gen 28:10-22 
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Isn't this of special interest? Jacob admits that the God of Abraham and 
Isaac had not yet become his own God. But if the Lord God would fulfill his 
promises, Jacob would take Him to be his own God, and the proof of his 
faith in the Lord God would include the 'Tithe' and 'Firstfruits.' He actually 
tested YHWH here, exactly as Mal 3:10 says we may do. From the 
account of Jacob at Bethel, in which Jacob promised to pay to YHWH in 
exchange for safe passage to his father Isaac, we know that the practice of 
Tithing was already in observance.   
 

We now leave the patriarchs behind.  
 

Tithing and Firstfruits confirmed in the Law of Moshe – the Torah 
 

Next we know that the Tithe and Firstfruits was made part of the Law of 
Moshe, the Torah. There it was greatly expanded on and also regulated. 
Lets start with Deuteronomy chapter 26 which gives us the details of when, 
who, why, where, and how:  
 

A. Instruction for bringing the Firstfruits and Tithes. 
 

1. (1-4) Bringing the Firstfruits to the Priest. 
 

And it shall be, when you come into the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you as an inheritance, and you possess it and dwell 
in it, that you shall take some of the first of all the produce 
(Firstfruit) of the ground, which you shall bring from your land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go to 
the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name 
abide. And you shall go to the one who is priest in those days 
(who is your Priest today, where do you get your sound teachings 
from), and say to him, “I declare today to the LORD your God that I 
have come to the country which the LORD swore to our fathers to 
give us.” Then the priest shall take the basket out of your hand and 
set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 

 

a. When you come into the land: The Promised Land lay 
just across the Jordan River, and though there were 
formidable obstacles (such as a Jordan River swollen by 
Spring floods and the mighty armies of Canaanites), YHWH 
still assured them that they would come into the land. 
 

b. Some of the first of all the produce of the ground: 
Num 18:12-13 speaks of the Firstfruits that must be 
regularly brought to the Priests: "All the best of the oil, and 
all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of 
them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I 
given thee.  And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which 
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they shall bring unto the LORD, shall be thine; every one 
that is clean in thine house shall eat of it.” The Firstfruits 
described here in Deuteronomy 26 confirms this special 
offering of Firstfruits, which they gain from the first of the 
harvest. Let’s look at this principle of YHWH. The first city 
the Israelites took when they came into the Promised Land 
was Jericho. YHWH clearly instructed that all the silver, gold, 
etc., of this first city belonged to Him, which was the 
Firstfruit, and that no person was allowed to take a single 
item. "But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and 
iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into 
the treasury of the LORD"

17
. Achan broke YHWH’s Firstfruit 

law; and get this, many died because of it! 
 

c. Set it down before the altar of the LORD your God: 
Firstfruit giving obviously honoured YHWH, because it gave 
the LORD His portion off the top, before any was used for 
one’s self. This Firstfruit offering was a form of worship 
towards YHWH first, then to the sole benefit of the clean 
Priests: those Priests who worked full time in the Temple. 
 

Summary of point 1: The application for today: When you 
are settled "in your land", meaning into your new financial 
generating environment, you must give your Firstfruit. 
This Firstfruit is not your normal Tithing. Firstfruit is one- 
time when you start any new venture/job/business 
unit, etc. This additional Firstfruit is everything to your 
benefit after you have paid the overheads. You cannot 
hold anything back from YHWH’s Firstfruit as Achan 
tried. (i.e. if you start a new job from which you will get a 
regular income thereafter, then the entire first salary must 
be offered to YHWH after deductions. For example, if a 
farmer reaps his yearly potato crop, then he must give a 
tenth of the entire net potato income (after overheads, 
which are to his advantage)). The passages mentioned 
before and Deut 18:4 instructs that the Firstfruits were to 
be given to the Priest directly: “The firstfruit also of thy 
corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first of the 
fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him.”  The reason 
was, and still applies today, is to enable the Priest to live 
from a provision that was not connected to the outline of 
the Tithe. The reason is that the Priests of YHWH’s 

                                                           
17
 Jos 6:19   
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Temple ministered the teachings to the Israelites. These 
Priests did not have a secular work; they were full time in 
YHWH’s service. The Principle for today: you need to 
identify a personal Priest in your life from whom you get 
your sound teachings from and give your Firstfruit to that 
person personally, so that he may live from it. The 
Renewed Covenant confirms this principle of YHWH: 
"Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel"

18
. (Tithing is 

mentioned later in this Booklet) 
 

2. (5-10) The words of thanks and praise at the giving of Firstfruits. 
 

And you shall answer and say before the LORD your God: “My 
father was a Syrian, about to perish, and he went down to Egypt 
and dwelt there, few in number; and there he became a nation, 
great, mighty, and populous. But the Egyptians mistreated us, 
afflicted us, and laid hard bondage on us. Then we cried out to the 
LORD God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and 
looked on our affliction and our labor and our oppression. So the 
LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an 
outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. He 
has brought us to this place and has given us this land, ‘a land 
flowing with milk and honey’; and now, behold, I have brought the 
firstfruits of the land which you, O LORD, have given me.” Then 
you shall set it before the LORD your God, and worship before 
the LORD your God. 
 

a. And you shall answer and say before the LORD your 
God: Firstfruit must be associated with confession of 
thanks remembering the history of Israel from the time of 
Jacob and his family in the land of Canaan, to the family’s 
going down into Egypt, and to the eventual deliverance and 
Exodus into the Promised Land, and therefore worship 

YHWH. 
 

b. He went down to Egypt and sojourned there: Israel 
spent some 400 years in Egypt. Yet in the course of 
YHWH’s eternal plan, it was nothing more than a sojourn

19
. 

We can often focus so much on our own time of trial or 
misery that we think it defines our whole life; YHWH saw 
Israel’s experience in Egypt as a sojourn. 
 

                                                           
18
 1 Cor 9:14   

19
 Break or stopover 
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c. Few in number; and there he became a nation, great, 
mighty, and populous: This was the major reason YHWH 
had for sending Jacob and his family on their sojourn in 
Egypt. When they lived in Canaan, there was great risk of 
the family just assimilating with the wicked, pagan peoples 
around them. To prevent this, and to allow the nation to 
grow, YHWH sent them down to Egypt, which was a very 
racist society, and who would not intermarry with Israel. 
Therefore, they could go down there few in number; and 
there they became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 
 

d. And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the 
land: This initial giving of Firstfruits when Israel came into 
the Promised Land was an appropriate way to say "thank 
you" to YHWH. This giving, and all giving done with the right 
heart, is a proper way to worship before the LORD your 
God. 
 

Summary of point 2: You need to make a confession of 
thanks of this Firstfruit blessing from YHWH to you, as 
well as from the circumstances He has delivered you 
from. Giving is a form of worship. Thank YHWH for what 
you went through and how He protected/sustained 
you in those uncomfortable circumstances of the past, 
and how He will now provide you with this new venture/ 
project/job/etc. 

 

3. (11) So you shall rejoice. 
 

So you shall rejoice in every good thing which the LORD your 
God has given to you and your house, you and the Levite and 
the stranger who is among you. 

 

a. Rejoice in every good thing which the LORD your God 
has given to you: When we receive from YHWH, and give 
back to Him, it makes us rejoice. It is the proper response of 
a created to his Creator, who has supplied him with all good 
things. This means in "every good thing" we must give our 
Firstfruit (when it is a first of) and Tithing (from a regular 
income). 

 

Summary of point 3: You need to rejoice and 
acknowledge what YHWH has done for you; you do this 
by witnessing to others as the opportunity arises. 
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4. (12-15) The prayer for the giving of the tithe. 
 

When you have finished laying aside all the tithe of your 
increase in the third year; the year of tithing; and have given it 
to the Levite (again, the Priest), the stranger (poor), the 
fatherless (orphan), and the widow, so that they may eat within 
your gates and be filled, then you (you as individual) shall say 
before the LORD your God: “I have removed the holy tithe from 
my house (given my Tithe), and also have given them to the 
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all 
Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not 
transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten them 
(kept YHWH’s instruction). I have not eaten any of it when in 
mourning, nor have I removed any of it for an unclean use, nor 
given any of it for the dead. I have obeyed the voice of the LORD 
my God, and have done according to all that You have 
commanded me. Look down from Your holy habitation, from 
heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which You 
have given us, just as You swore to our fathers, ‘a land flowing with 
milk and honey.’” 

 

a. When you have finished laying aside all the tithe: A 
normal regular Tithe (tenth of income) was required of 
Israel to enable the Priests to eat, to be sustained, to 
maintain their personal dwelling place, and for the 
maintenance and function of the Temple. It is important to 
note that the bulk of Israelites were farmers in those days 
and reaped their crops only once a year and on that they 
paid their normal Tithes once every year. (The weekly, 
monthly or yearly Tithing will be discussed in more detail 
later). But every third year, the Tithe was given not only to 
the Levites alone for their support, but was to be shared with 
the stranger (the poor), the fatherless (the orphan), and 
the widow, so they may eat within your gates and be 
filled, meaning to be looked after. 
 

b. Then you shall say: The prayer described here shows 
that the Tithing was done with the right kind of heart. YHWH 
not only wants us to give, but to give with the right heart. 
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Summary of point 4: i) Right giving is done according to 
YHWH’s Word: According to all Your commandments 
which you have commanded me. ii) Right giving is done 
within the context of a whole life of obedience: I have not 
transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten 
them. iii) I have not eaten any of it . . . nor have I 
removed any of it: Right giving genuinely sets aside what is 
to be given unto YHWH. iv) Nor given any of it for the 
dead: Right giving is not done superstitiously; “Putting food 
in a grave with a dead body was a common Egyptian and 
Canaanite practice, which is most likely what the Israelites 
were not to emulate.” This is the same today as Tithing to a 
dead church/ministry, etc., where their "works" are dead

20
, 

meaning where incorrect doctrine and teachings are taught. 
v) Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, 
and bless Your people: Right giving is done with the 
expectation of blessing. You need to believe that YHWH is 
going to bless you, this is faith! You need to trust YHWH that 
He is going to bless you when you Tithe or give a Firstfruit.  

 

B. Moshe’s exhortation to Israel. 
 

1. (16) A call to complete obedience. 
 

This day the LORD your God commands you to observe these 
statutes and judgments; therefore you shall be careful to observe 
them with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 

a. This day the LORD your God commands you to 
observe these statutes and judgments: Deut 4:1 began 
this long section with the words Now, O Israel, listen to the 
statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe. 
From Deuteronomy chapter 4 through chapter 26, Moshe 
has reminded Israel of YHWH’s commands. Now Moshe 
exhorted them to keep the commands, which includes the 
Tithing and Firstfruits. 
 

                                                           
20
 Rev 3:1 
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b. therefore you shall be careful to observe them: 
Sometimes we need to be instructed regarding the Torah 
of YHWH; sometimes we need to be reminded regarding 
the Torah of YHWH. But most often we need to be 
exhorted regarding the Torah of YHWH, meaning we know 
what to do, but we need to be encouraged to actually do it. 
This is the very reason for this Booklet, so that it can 
exhort you to do it continuously and in principle 
painstakingly. Why? So that you can live according to 
John 10:10: " …I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly." 

 

2. (17) Israel’s proclamation. 
 

Today you have proclaimed the LORD to be your God, and that 
you will walk in His ways and keep His statutes, His 
commandments, and His judgments, and that you will obey His 
voice. 

 

a. Today you have proclaimed the LORD to be your God: 
Israel was to proclaim two things. First, that YHWH is to be 
their God. Second, that they will walk in His ways and keep 
His statutes. The two go together, because the identity of our 
God is always demonstrated by the direction of our obedience. 
How is your obedience in Firstfruit and Tithing?  

 

3. (18-19) YHWH’s proclamation. 
 

Also today the LORD has proclaimed you to be His special people, 
just as He promised you, that you should keep all His 
commandments, and that He will set you high above all nations 
which He has made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you 
may be a holy people to the LORD your God, just as He has 
spoken. 

 

a. The LORD has proclaimed you to be His special people: 
Israel’s obedience to YHWH would be more than rewarded. 
YHWH promised that He would exalt an obedient Israel, to set 
them high above all nations which He has made, in praise, 
in name, and in honour. The Gentile needs to be reminded 
that you are grafted into this Olive Tree

21
 and you form part of it 

once you live according to His statues and ordinances, meaning 
the Torah. YHWH wants to bless you as you sincerely want to 
bless your children, but you must adhere to His instructions. 

 

                                                           
21
 Romans chapter 11 
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Overview of the Normal Tithe in the Priestly Code  
 

Although there is debate as to which occurred first, the Tithe as outlined in 
Deuteronomy or the Offering to the tribe of Levi as outlined in Leviticus, it 
is crystal clear that the responsibility for supporting the Levites (Priests) 
fell to the other tribes.  
 

It is also not clear why the addition of cattle Tithing was made into the 
priestly requirement. I may suggest that YHWH in His wisdom is instructing 
Believers that Tithing includes every form of income, as follows: 
 

30
 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, 

or of the fruit of the tree (finances generated from the ground/ 
earth), is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD.  
32 
And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of 

whatsoever passeth under the rod (finances generated from 
labour), the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.

22
  

 

It is quite clear from this passage that YHWH is including Tithing from all 
forms of income. Income today is generated only from two sources: either 
from the earth or from labour.   
  
It is important to note that "all" the tithes were to be brought to the Levites 
"in return for their service for which they serve, even the service of the tent 
of meeting"

23
. The Levitical Priests in turn were to give a tenth of this to the 

other Cohanim (Priests).    
 

Summary of point 5: The principle for today: A tenth of all 
income, from whatever source generated on a regular and 
continual basis, must be brought to YHWH. After you have 
consecrated it to YHWH, it is then handed to the Priests. 
The Priests used it to live from and to do YHWH’s work in 
the Temple.  Today the same principle applies: the Priest in 
your life, the one who feeds you YHWH’s Word, uses the 
Tithing for the work of YHWH, to spread the news, and to 
live from. (Your Priest could be a Layman as well as wanting 
to work fulltime for YHWH).  

 

Rabbinical Commentary on the Various Tithes  
 

Rabbis viewed the accounts of Tithing as complimentary and consequently 
there can be no contradiction between them. They explain there are 
three kinds of Tithes in any seven year cycle:  
 

                                                           
22
 Lev 27:30, 32, also 2 Chron 31:5-12 

23
 Num 18:21 
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1) The Tithe given to the Levitical Priests as outlined in Numbers chapter 
18 designated the "First Tithe" (ma'aser rishon); Principle today: You 
give your first Tenth after your deductions to the Priest in your life who 
teaches you, where you get your spiritual food from. This you do in 
Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. The land had to rest in year 7, the Shmita 
(Sabbatical Year), as there was no produce from the land; therefore, 
YHWH did not expect them to Tithe. 

2) The "Second Tithe" (ma'aser sheni) that was to be brought to the 
Temple in Jerusalem and consumed there by the owner and his family. 
This Second Tithe being taken from what was left after the First Tithe 
had been appropriated (i.e., 1/10 of the remaining 9/10's). Principle 
today: You need to save a Second Tenth for you and you family to 
make a pilgrimage to Israel. You bless YHWH’s land and His people by 
going to Israel and staying there. You use this money for your flight 
tickets, accommodation, eating and education in the land. This Tithe, as 
the others, was to be taken indiscriminately, whether produce or cattle 
or anything else subject to tithing.  The basis for including monetary 
income, which later became the norm especially for those dwelling in 
the cities, was the word "all" in the verse in Deut 14:22 ("be sure to set 
aside (save) tenth of ALL that your fields produce each year" for this). 
This you do in Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. The land had to rest in year 7, 
the Shmita (Sabbatical Year), as there was no produce from the land; 
therefore, YHWH did not expect them to Tithe. 

3) A "Third Tithe" (ma'aser ani) to be given to the poor, widow and 
orphan, and this Tithe is shared with the Priests. The Priest had to live 
during this year as well; the Priest did not stop eating during this time. 
This Third Tithe is the Tithe of the 3

rd
 and 6

th
 year of the First Tithe 

mentioned above in 1). The only difference is that this Tithe is now 
shared in year 3 and 6 amongst the Priest, poor, widow and the orphan. 

 

Here is an excerpt from the Book of Tobit
24
.  He states:  

 

"I used to go to Jerusalem with the first fruits and the firstlings 
and the tenth of the cattle and the first shearing of the sheep and 
give them to the priests, the sons of Aaron, for the altar; and the 
tenth of the corn and the wine and the oil and the pomegranates 
and the rest of the fruits to the sons of Levi, who ministered in 
Jerusalem; and the second tenth I tithed annually for the six 
years and went and spent it each year at Jerusalem; and gave it 

                                                           
24
 The Book of Tobit (Book of Tobias in the Vulgate; from the Greek: τωβιθ, and Hebrew: 
 Tobiah "Yahweh היבוט Tobih "my good", also called the Book of Tobias from the Hebrew יבוט
is my good") is a book of Scripture that is part of the Catholic and Orthodox biblical canon, 
pronounced canonical by the Council of Carthage of 397 and confirmed for Roman Catholics 
by the Council of Trent (1546). It is listed as a book of the Apocrypha 
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unto the orphans and the widows and the proselytes who 
attached themselves to the children of Israel, I brought it and 
gave it unto them in the third year" (Tobit 1:7ff).  

 

These were the parameters of the Judaic tradition and the early Church 
prior to the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, so we need to get back to 
it.  
 

Tithing in the Renewed Covenant (N.T.) 
 

Our Lord Y’shua criticized the way in which the Pharisees tithed, but in so 
doing, He confirmed the Tithe itself: "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe your mint, dill, and cumin, but have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law: judgment, mercy, and faith. These you ought 
to have done, without omitting the others (the tithing)".

25
  

 

In fact, Y’shua instructed to adhere to the Pharisees’s teaching because it 
is so accurate:

 
"Then Y’shua said to the crowds and to his disciples, "The 

teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of 
the Scriptures. So practice and obey whatever they say to you,                                       
(this literally means what Moshe teaches in the Torah, as in the original 
Shem Tov Hebrew Translation of Matthew) but don't follow their example. 
For they don't practice what they teach." Moshe and the Pharisees 
practiced and obeyed Lev 27:30, 32 as well as the other passages on 
Tithing and Firstfruits in the Torah. 
 

Moving on to Heb 5:5-6: "That is why Messiah did not exalt himself to 
become High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him,"You are 
my Son. Today I have become your Father." And in another passage God 
said to him, "You are a priest forever in the line of Melchizedek."" And 
futher in verse 10 we read the same thing … "Called of God an high priest 
(Y’shua) after the order of Melchisedec." Again, God says the same thing                        
for the third time in Heb 6:20: "Y’shua has already gone in there for us. He 
has become our eternal High Priest in the line of Melchizedek." 
 

Now who and what was the order of Melchizedek? Scripture must interpret 
Scripture. For that we look at Heb 7:1-12 …  
 

1
 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high 
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, 
and blessed him; (he was the first King and Priest of Jerusalem)  
2
 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by 
interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also                                              
King of Salem, which is, King of peace; (who is this king of 
righteousness and peace to whom Abraham gave a tenth?). 

                                                           
25
 Mat 23:23 
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3
 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son 
of God; abideth a priest continually. (Who is the Son of God? 
Obviously, it is Y’shua). 
5
 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the 
office of the priesthood, (it was the Priests that taught the 
teachings of YHWH in the Old Covenant – the same applies today; 
there are still full-time Priests doing this ministry) have a 
commandment to take tithes (accept) of the people according 
to the law (according to the Torah. Priests today may also receive 
Tithes – but the Believer must sow where he gets his spiritual 
food!) that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins 
of Abraham: (the Gentiles also came from Abraham. Now the only 
form of income the Priests in the Old Covenant received was the 
Tithes that were brought to the Priests for them to live from. In the 
Renewed Covenant the same thing is said … "Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel" 1 Cor 9:14). 
5
 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the 
office of the priesthood, (also the modern day Priests) have a 
commandment to take (accept) tithes of the people according 
to the law (Priests today may receive Tithes – but the Believer 
sows where he grows); that is, of their brethren, though they 
come out of the loins of Abraham:  
6
 But he whose descent is not counted from them (Melchizedek is 
not from the natural realm) received tithes of Abraham, and 
blessed him that had the promises.  
7
 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.  
8
 And here men that die receive tithes; (meaning earthly Priests 
from the natural realm) but there he receiveth them, (Melchizedek 
receive the Tithes) of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.  
9
 And as I may so say, Levi also (the modern day Priests also), 
who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. (Although 
Priests received tithes, every Priest had to pay as well                                          
– every person in ministry today must also pay Tithe in the order 
Abraham paid, he must find a place where he gets his spiritual 
food).  
10
 For he (Abraham) was yet in the loins of his father, when 

Melchisedec met him. (meaning Melchisedec was before Abraham 
as well). 
 

Now pay attention … 
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11
 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under 

it the people received the law, (Torah), what further need was 
there that another priest should rise after the order of 
Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?  
12
 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity 
a change also of the law (Torah).                                                           

 

This does not imply at all that the Torah is done away with completely, it 
was only changed! Priesthood was never done away with, likewise with 
Torah. Hebrews is addressing only the Sacrificial/Ceremonial system of 
the Torah. This Sacrificial/Ceremonial system of the Torah is being 
changed so that we do not need to sacrifice anymore, but the Civil and 
Ethical divisions of the Torah are still firmly intact. (For more information on 
this, get the Booklet "The True Doctrine of the Law and Grace Unfolded"). 
  
The vitally important role of Yochanan the Immerser (John the Baptist)! 
 

Yochanan had to baptize Y’shua to change the priesthood from Levitical 
back to Melchizedek. Yochanan’s parents were both from the Aaronic 
bloodline as the Torah required for him to become a Cohen Gadol (High 
Priest). Yochanan was supposed to be the High Priest in Y’shua’s time and 
not Caiaphas. Caiaphas did not meet the Torah requirements but was 
elected in by Rome. Futhermore, Y’shua could not be a Priest as He was 
from the Tribe of Judah. Yochanan had to baptize Y’shua to change the 
Priesthood order from Levitical back to Melchizedek!  
 

The last Priesthood of today is again according to the order of 
'Melchizedek'. Melchizedek consists of two Hebrew letters, Malki and 
Tzedek, which means … King of Righteousness, and that is Y’shua! A 
Priesthood for Jew and Gentile for Y’shua our High Priest. 
 

Firstfruits and Tithing by the Early Church and Church Fathers 
 

Likewise, one of the earliest witnesses to Holy Tradition, The Teaching of 
the Twelve Apostles (sometimes called The Didache), applies the 
Firstfruits to the Church: "Every firstfruit of the produce of the wine-vat 
and of the threshing-floor, of cattle and flocks, you will take and give as 
the firstfruit to your prophets; for they are your chief priests . . . . if you 
prepare food, take and give the firstfruit according to the 
commandment. Likewise, when you open a jar of wine or oil, take and 
give the firstfruit to the prophets. Take also the firstfruit of money and 
clothing and every possession, as it may seem right to you, and give 
according to the commandment."  
 

St Irenaeus, writing toward the end of the second century, notes that 
Y’shua Himself "gave directions to His disciples to offer the firstfruits of His 



19 

 

own created things not as if He stood in need of them, but that they 
might be themselves neither unfruitful nor ungrateful."  
 

St. John Chrysostom contends that the Tithe is more binding on Gentiles 
than on the Jews. In one of his sermons, he notes that under the Original 
Covenant, Tithing was the norm. Among Christians, however, it has 
become a cause for amazement; we exclaim in wonder, "Why, so-and-so 
tithes!" St. John finds this a sad reflection on our piety and ends with the 
warning, "if it was a danger to neglect the tithe then, imagine how serious it 
must be now!"  
 

So now we know what Firstfruits and Tithing is, but what are 
Offerings? 
 

Here is a summary of all three types of giving: 
 

1) Firstfruits (Bikkurim) is a certain portion, as a Sacrificial Gift/Religious 
Offering, of Israel's agricultural harvest (Neh 10:35, 36). It was a sheaf 
of the grains, the first born of your sons, or the first of your flock. The 
major obligation to bring Firstfruits to the Temple began at the festival 
of Shavuot (Pentecost) and it continued until the festival of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles). This offering included the traditional seven agricultural 
products (wheat, barley, grapes in the form of wine, figs, 
pomegranates, olives in the form of oil, and dates) grown in Israel. 
Firstfruits were a primary source of income to maintain the religious 
leaders, their families and the facility. 

2) Tithes (Aser) are an act of worship and were counted 1 out of every 10 
parts. Tithes did not have to be the best, biggest, better looking, or first. 
As you counted your flock or harvest you counted them and put the 
tenth one to the side for YHWH (Lev 27:32). Whichever sheep turned 
out to be the tenth one, was the one that you gave to YHWH, no matter 
its condition. Giving the Firstfruits of our Tithe is a distortion of doctrine. 
Israel gave Firstfruits, Tithes, and Offerings separately, kind of like how 
Tithes and Offerings are described separately today. There are three 
different types of Tithes according to Torah as mentioned.  

3) Offerings (Olah) are a voluntary giving out of what YHWH allows us to 
have after Firstfruits and Tithes are given; supposedly, we can call it 
"seed". Offerings are special gifts which are beyond the Tithe given to 
express one’s deep love and gratitude for YHWH’s tremendous 
blessings.  (Psalm 50:23 "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to 
him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of 
God."; Prov 7:14: "I have peace offerings with me; this day have I 
payed my vows.") 
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Were the Priests and Y’shua poor? 
 

The Contents of the Storehouse Tithe  
 

The Temple storehouse in Jerusalem did not permanently contain the 
entire Tithe. The Levites first collected the Tithe from the Israelites, and 
then gave ten percent of their Tithe to the other Priests ministering at the 
Temple. The storehouse portion for the priests was only 1% (a tithe of the 
tithe) of the total gift of Israel. The other 9% given by Israel, was kept by 
the Levitical Priests mentioned in Joshua 21:8. They sat with vast amounts 
of money; and you know what, this is how YHWH approved it! 
 

Neh 10:35-39 also give us good insight: "And we made ordinances to bring 
the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by 
year, to the house of the Lord; to bring the firstborn of our sons and our 
cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and our 
flocks, to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house 
of our God; to bring the firstfruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from 
all kinds of trees, the new wine and oil, to the priests, to the storerooms of 
the house of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the Levites, 
for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming 
communities (who is your Priest?). And the priest, the descendant of 
Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive tithes; and 
the Levites shall bring up a tenth of the tithes to the house of our 
God, to the rooms of the storehouse. For the children of Israel and the 
children of Levi shall bring the offering of the grain, of the new wine 
and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the sanctuary are, 
where the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the singers 
are; and we will not neglect the house of our God." The Levites and the 
Priests had a "royal" time! They worked for YHWH and they had the very, 
very best of everything! 
 

As we can see, the Levitical Priesthood consumed the bulk of the Tithe. 
Then 1% of the Levitical Priesthood’s Tithe was given to the Cohanim who 
were much fewer in number, together with all the Firstfruits and all the 
Offerings. These were brought to the Temple’s storehouses for the 
Cohanim to live from and for the Temple maintenance and operation. Bear 
in mind that Firstfruits were the very best Olive oil, fruit, lamb, etc. What 
YHWH actually is illustrating here is, if you work for Me I will bless you with 
the very best and ensure you are sustained and looked after. You are not 
to go around and worry what you or your children will eat and if you will 
have a place to sleep, etc.  
 

This should be a wake-up call for Believers who live in absolute splendor 
and still want to control YHWH’s Priests’ funds through a “financial board”! 
They even want to dictate and control the Priest! It is outrageous…where 
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did any Israelite control a Priest in the entire Bible, show me one verse. 
Priests today should only be focused on YHWH’s work and not have to 
worry how to survive to the end of the month, how he will put his children 
through college, etc. If YHWH can trust the Priest with the most precious 
thing – souls – who are Believers not to give the Priest carte blanche to 
control and spend each and every dime of the income; after all, he is 
responsible before YHWH for it and not the Believer who sowed. In Biblical 
times, Believers brought the Firstfruits, Tithings, and Offerings to the 
Priests for his benefit. Makes you think, doesn’t it? 
 

Was Y’shua rich or poor, you decide ...  
 

Y’shua and His parents received King’s Gifts from the "Wise Men" of the 
East. The gifts were Gold, Incense, and Myrrh. These were extremely 
expensive gifts from the King(s) from the east. One of the gifts was gold, 
and Kings during that time didn’t give sparingly, as a King wanted to prove 
himself and obtain favour from the one or family he gave the gifts to. Do 
you for one second think that Y’shua only got a small amount of each? A 
Kings gift was so much that it could sustain a family at least for an entire 
generation. 
 

Gold was very fitting for a King. Frankincense was used for sweet aroma. 
Myrrh was used for incense, perfume, and medicine--meaning this King 
would heal His people. 
 

The Bible says that Y’shua had a treasurer - a treasury, they called it "the 
bag". They had one man who was the treasurer, named Judas Iscariot. 
Judas was stealing out of the bag for three-and-a-half years and nobody 
knew that he was stealing. You know why? Perhaps there was so much in 
it that they couldn't tell. Logical reasoning, if Y’shua didn't have anything, 
then why would He need a treasury? Isn’t a treasury for surplus? A 
treasury is not for that which you're spending. A treasury is only for 
surplus, to hold excess until you need to spend it. Therefore, He must have 
had a whole lot that needed to be held in advance that He wasn't 
spending. So He must have had more than He was living on, correct? 
 

Furthermore our Messiah wore clothes so expensive that the Roman 
soldiers who crucified Him gambled for it as they did not want to tear it. It is 
mentioned in all four Gospels

26
. But Y’shua chose to live a simple life to 

become fully man and to experience everything man is experiencing! 

                                                           
26
 Mat 27:35, Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34, and John 19:24 
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Selected Torah portions on Firstfuits, Tithing and Offerings 
 

Lev 27:30-33   
30
 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the 

fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD.  
31
 And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto 

the fifth part thereof.  
32
 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of 

whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.  
33
 He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: 

and if he change it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; 
it shall not be redeemed.  
 

Deut 18:1-8   
1
 The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor 
inheritance with Israel (as they work full time for YHWH): they shall eat 
the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and his inheritance.  
2
 Therefore shall they have no inheritance among their brethren: the 
LORD is their inheritance, as he hath said unto them.  
3
 And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that offer 
a sacrifice, whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall give unto the priest 
the shoulder, and the two cheeks, and the maw.  
4
 The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first 
of the fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give him.  
5
 For the LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand 
to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.  
6
 And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where he 
sojourned (a person’s ministry, wherever he travels), and come with all the 
desire of his mind unto the place which the LORD shall choose;  
7
 Then he shall minister in the name of the LORD his God, as all his 
brethren the Levites do, which stand there before the LORD.  
8
 They shall have like portions to eat, beside that which cometh of the 
sale of his patrimony.  
 

Num 18:8-31   
8
 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Behold, I also have given thee (the 
Priest of then and also of today) the charge of mine heave offerings of all 
the hallowed things of the children of Israel (from the Believers who get 
their teachings from the Priest for their spiritual growth); unto thee have I 
given them by reason of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for 
ever.  
9
 This shall be thine of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every 
oblation of theirs, every meat offering of theirs, and every sin offering of 
theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs, which they shall render unto 
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me, shall be most holy for thee and for thy sons (the Priest and his 
family).  
10
 In the most holy place shalt thou eat it; every male shall eat it: it shall be 

holy unto thee.  
11
 And this is thine; the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave 

offerings of the children of Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to 
thy sons and to thy daughters with thee (to the Priest and his family), by 
a statute for ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.  
12
 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, 

the firstfruits of them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I 
given thee (the Priest had the very best; the same should still apply 
today).  
13
 And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto the 

LORD, shall be thine; every one that is clean in thine house shall eat 
of it.  
14 
Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine.  

15
 Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto 

the LORD, whether it be of men (your firstborn male should be 
consecrated to YHWH) or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the 
firstborn of man shalt thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean 
beasts shalt thou redeem.  
16
 And those that are to be redeemed from a month old shalt thou redeem, 

according to thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.  
17
 But the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a 

goat, thou shalt not redeem; they are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood 
upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an offering made by fire, for a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.  
18
 And the flesh of them shall be thine, as the wave breast and as the 

right shoulder are thine.  
19
 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel 

offer unto the LORD, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy 
daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: it is a covenant of salt for 
ever before the LORD unto thee and to thy seed with thee.  
20
 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their 

land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine 
inheritance among the children of Israel.  
21
 And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel 
for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service 
of the tabernacle of the congregation (wow, all tenths not to YHWH but 
to the Levites!).  
22
 Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle 

of the congregation, lest they bear sin, and die.  
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23
 But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they shall bear their iniquity: it shall be a statute for 
ever throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they 
have no inheritance.  
24
 But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave 

offering unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I 
have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no 
inheritance.  
25
 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

26
 Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the 
children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your 
inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD, 
even a tenth part of the tithe.  
27
 And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it 
were the corn of the threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress.  
28
 Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the LORD of all your 

tithes, which ye receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof 
the LORD'S heave offering to Aaron the priest.  
29
 Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all 

the best thereof, even the hallowed part thereof out of it.  
30
 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best 
thereof from it, then it shall be counted unto the Levites as the 
increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the winepress.  
31
 And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is 
your reward for your service in the tabernacle of the congregation.  
 
 

2 Chron 31:5-12   
5
 And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel 
(you as a Believer today as well) brought in abundance the firstfruits of 
corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the 
tithe of all things brought they in abundantly.  
6
 And concerning the children of Israel (Northern Ten Tribes) and Judah 
(Judah and Benjamin, this implies to all of the Israelites), that dwelt in the 
cities of Judah, they also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the 
tithe of holy things which were consecrated unto the LORD their God, and 
laid them by heaps.  
7
 In the third month they began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and 
finished them in the seventh month.  
8
 And when Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they 
blessed the LORD, and his people Israel.  
9
 Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests and the Levites concerning 
the heaps.  
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10
 And Azariah the chief priest of the house of Zadok answered him, 

and said, Since the people began to bring the offerings into the house 
of the LORD, we have had enough to eat, and have left plenty: for the 
LORD hath blessed his people; and that which is left is this great store 
(YHWH’s Priests lived like kings then; today, YHWH’s true Priests who do 
not preach a "Prosperity Gospel" but the truth, merely survive due to 
Believers not supporting them).  
11
 Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare chambers (note plural) in the 

house of the LORD; and they prepared them,  
12
 And brought in the offerings and the tithes and the dedicated things 
faithfully: over which Cononiah the Levite was ruler, and Shimei his 
brother was the next (YHWH trusted one person in control of all these 
riches, not a "church financial committee", or "executive board"!)  
 

Questions and answers 
 

1. Where should I give my Tithe? 
The Bible makes it clear that YHWH expects the Tithe to be given back to 
Him as an act of worship at the place where you get your Spiritual food.  
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house (so that your Priest who teaches you can eat and live abundantly

27
 

and to be focused on the Word)." (Mal 3:10). 
 

2. Must my giving be consistent? 
The Bible also makes it clear this should be a plan and a consistent act of 
worship.  "On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside 
a sum of money in keeping with his income." (1 Cor 16: 2). 
 

3. What should I do when my spouse disagrees? 
Because tithing involves money, it is a prime candidate for controversy 
between a husband and wife (many marital problems stem from finances).  
However, if both spouses are Believers, they should have a desire to 
please YHWH.  It’s important for both spouses to be trained in YHWH’s 
principles of finance.  That way, they’ll understand tithing is God-ordained 
and is not just a personal desire that the wife is trying to impose on the 
husband, or vice versa. The problem becomes more complicated when 
one spouse is an unbeliever.  If the wife is an unbeliever, the husband 
must obey YHWH’s direction.  He must realize, however, that YHWH is 
more concerned about his wife’s soul than his money.  If tithing becomes a 
stumbling block to his wife, he should consider not tithing temporarily in 
order to win his wife to YHWH. If the unbelieving spouse is the husband, 
then the believing wife should submit to his wishes, trusting that her 
submissive attitude may win him to YHWH

28
.   But she may still ask him to 
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let her give an amount smaller than the tithe for at least a year.  If, at the 
end of a year, they are worse off financially as a result of her giving, she 
will cease to give.  But if they are better off, she will be allowed to give 
more.  In Malachi 3:10, YHWH asks us to test Him in tithing.  Often, this is 
just the opportunity for YHWH to prove Himself to an unbelieving spouse. 
 

4.  Doesn’t Tithing limit one’s giving? 
One excuse for not tithing is that it “limits” the amount a Believer gives to 
YHWH.  But the Tithe was never meant to be a limit.  In fact, the Jews 
were admonished to give more than one-tenth of their income each year; 
perhaps that is the reason they are so blessed.  With such giving today, 
the church could replace government welfare programs.  But most people 
need a starting point.  As best I can tell, YHWH never asked less than a 
tenth from anyone.  But if “10%” bothers someone, there’s no reason why 
they can’t give 11%, 12%, or twice as much if they so desire. Again, the 
principle of YHWH’s ownership comes into play.  YHWH doesn’t own just 
10% of our money; He owns 100%. That’s why we should never Tithe with 
the view that the remainder is ours. After giving our Tithe, YHWH may 
impress on us to give an additional amount for whatever reason. 
 

5. Should I Tithe if I am in debt? 
The Tithe helps us to fear YHWH, which is the beginning of wisdom

29
.  If 

there is anybody in the world who needs YHWH’s wisdom in the area of 
finances, it is a person who is already in debt. 
 

6. Should I Tithe from the profits on the sale of my house? 
Any profit made from the sale of a house ought to be Tithed upon, because 
it is, in fact, part of our Firstfruits.  Even if the profits are to be reinvested in 
a new home, a Firstfruit should first be given. 
 

7. Should a person Tithe on an inheritance, insurance or legal settlement, 
or salary bonus? 
Because these are all part of our “increase,” we should give a portion of it 
back to YHWH to honor Him.  
 

8. If my parents are in great need, can I give a part of my Tithe money to 
help them? 
In Mat 15:5-6, Y’shua condemned the Pharisee’s practice of consecrating 
their possessions to YHWH while their parents suffered need.  In light of 
this, if the Tithe is the only resource available to help your parents, give it 
to them. However, be sure you have sacrificed your portion before you 
decide to give what belongs to YHWH. 
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9. Should I Tithe on alimony or child support from my ex-husband? 
Alimony

30
 is part of your income from which a Tithe should be given, but 

child support belongs to the children and isn’t part of your personal 
"increase". 
 

Facts Established 
 

• It is clear from the reading of the Hebrew Scriptures that the primary 
purpose of the various tithings was to remind the people, who had been 
chosen by YHWH to be His own people, and that the things of life that 
sustained them were given by YHWH for their use.  

• Any form of giving to YHWH is an offering of acknowledgement and 
devotion; all offerings should be given this way. 

• The Tithes and other Offerings were clearly taken from Believers in order 
to provide for the needs of the Levitical Priests and the Cohanim, and to 
ensure they live in abundance so that they could solely focus on YHWH’s 
ministry.  

• The same Principles still apply for today’s Priests. If you do YHWH’s 
work you may/should freely accept Tithes and other Offerings from 
Believers

31
.  

• The Second Tithe you must save to be spent by you in Israel for Israel’s 
benefit. 

• The Third Tithe which was the Tithe of year 3 and 6 should be shared 
between the Priest, poor, orphan and widow. It is clear that this Tithe was 
specifically for charitable purposes. 

• Firstfruits should be given with every new venture/job/special project/ 
property sale, etc. It is not the same as Tithing. It is a first and one-time 
offering. Farmers should give their Firstfruits from the land. When you 
start a new job, the first wages/pay should be sown as Firstfruits. 

• Believers should give and trust YHWH for a return. 

• Believers should not try to control the Priest and YHWH’s offerings at all; 
because once you give, it is gone and the Priest is responsible before 
YHWH for it. 

 

Closing thought on Kings and Priests 
 

You need to decide today if you are called to be a King or Priest
32
 in 

YHWH’s service. Rev 1:6 clearly says "And hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen."  
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A King is called by YHWH to generate finances and a Priest is called by 
YHWH to work full time in His ministry. The King undoubtedly enables the 
Priest to do YHWH’s work. The King blesses the Priest with finances, etc., 
so as to ensure that the Priest is focused on what he should do. This is 
distinctly why Y’shua said that the "sower" and "reaper" get the same 
rewards one day: "And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth (finances, the King) and he 
that reapeth (souls, the Priest) may rejoice together. And herein is that 
saying true, One soweth (the King), and another reapeth (the Priest). I sent 
you to reap (the Priest) that whereon ye bestowed no labour (Priest is not 
supposed to work): other men labored (the King in the secular world), and 
ye are entered into their labours (the Priest live comfortable by means of 
the King’s financial support to do YHWH’s work)."

33
  

 

If you have decided that you are called to be a King, then you need to 
select a Priest without delay who enriches you with true and accurate 
teachings, and be a blessing to that Priest for YHWH’s glory. You as King 
must ensure that your Priest and his entire family is sustained and blessed, 
in the same sense as YHWH provided for His Priests. This is not to 
blackmail any person, it is to live by YHWH’s principles so that you may be 
blessed. 
 

Conclusion 
 

The Old Covenant Believers did not see the Tithe as a way for organizing 
"fund-raising" for building a "mega" Temple or Temple extensions and to 
flood the Temple’s storerooms with huge amount of treasures.  No, YHWH 
ordained that the Priests and their families should be taken care of with 
unrestrained effort. The reason is because they unceasingly ministered for 
Him. YHWH wanted them to be focused on His work. 
 

Secondly, we cannot regard our giving merely as providing for our 
Church's material needs, and that the Financial Executive Board brags 
about their Church’s bank balance. No. first of all, we must appreciate the 
importance of YHWH’s spiritual principles in our various kinds of giving. 
 

We must also act and walk in faith and trust YHWH for His future 
blessings.  Thus, we acknowledge YHWH's claim upon the whole of our 
life and affirm that the focus of our existence is not this world but the 
Kingdom to come.  
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Our basic understanding as Orthodox Believers, also known as Messianic 
Believers

34
, derived from the Old Covenant, is that everything comes from 

YHWH. All that we have or hope to possess, beginning with life itself, is 
His gift.  
 

"Honor the Lord with your substance, and with the firstfruits of all 
your produce" (Prov 3:9)  

 

The Torah embodied this admission of YHWH's sovereignty in the Tithe. 
Nothing in this is changed by the coming of Messiah Y’shua. Tithing is not 
a purely "Old Testament" observance, a thing Christians need not worry 
about.  

 

"But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us — see 
that you also excel in this grace of giving."  (2 Cor 8:7) 
 

A Firm Warning to Believers: "Even from the days of your fathers ye are 
gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them (friend get back 
to YHWH’s instructions). Return unto me, and I will return unto you, 
(YHWH is always conditional, read James Jas 4:8) saith the LORD of 
hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God?                                    
Yet ye have robbed me. (rob and steal are two different things: rob is 
accompanied with violence and steal is not) But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. (now because some violently rob 
YHWH, listen what follows…) Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation. (just as what happened with Achan. 
The solution…) Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, (the place you 
receive your spiritual food, why?) that there may be meat in mine house, 
(that his work can continue effectively) and prove (test) me now herewith, 
saith the LORD of hosts, (the Reward…) if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. (The Promise: and YHWH further commits Himself 
for your full protection…) And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 
(devourer is "achal" in Hebrew and means every form of devouring) and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her 
fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. (Mal 3:7-11)   

 

We inform – You choose
35

                                                                             
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"

36
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and remember,  

you cannot eat at Burger King and pay at McDonalds,  
you must sow where you grow 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
 

Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 

 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  

you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                                                                                                     

of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
36
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition 


