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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show grace 
and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to that 
which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many refer to as 
a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using Hebraic-sounding 
words is another way to help you associate with the Hebraic Roots of your faith. 
Secondly, these words are not merely an outward show for us, they are truly an 
expression of who we are as Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" 
of our inheritance with Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His parents 
would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than referring to Y’shua 
as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an Anglicized version of the 
Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four consonants 
(YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). 
These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton (Greek for "[a word] having four 
letters). Jews ceased to use the name in the Greco-Roman period, replacing it 
with the common noun Elohim, “God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of 
Israel’s God over all others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly 
regarded as too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the 
word Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew Bible, 
used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the vowels for 
YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. Christian scholars 
and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation periods replaced the 
sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in capital letters in the Bible); which 
was a strategic move of Satan as to not using the Name. The Sacred Name 
occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to 
use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but leading 
Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-oo-VaH (Y’shua 
is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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But I was told by my Pastor that it was there … 
 

Introduction 
 

During 2008, I was studying the Hebrew language in Jerusalem and during my 
off-time I visited many sites. While I was there, I was told by Dr. Gerrit Nel, who 
stays in Jerusalem, that our Messiah was crucified on the Mount of Olives. I found 
myself being drawn to the Mount of Olives. I visited it a number of times, walking 
around the various 'holy' places and churches that are scattered over the hill 
(though I am skeptical of Christendom's holy shrines). I enjoyed the view at the 
top--the panorama of the old city of Jerusalem is quite stunning, with the Temple 
Mount dominating the scene. One verse, however, rang in my head continuously 
"And the veil of the Holy Place was torn into two, from top to bottom."

1
 

 

I was already very aware of how much of a key place this large hill known as the 
Mount of Olives (or Olivet) played in Y’shua’s life, and that the Scriptures make it 
very clear that some awesome events were to occur on this hill in the future. I 
also believe that Y’shua would return to this mount (based on Zech 14:4-5), the 
same mount from which He had ascended into the heavens, but I didn't fully 
realize then just how significant this place really is in God's plan of things for this 
present earth. During the years that followed, this fact became much clearer to 
me. 
 

During that time, though, I was teaching on the rebuilding of the Third Jewish 
Temple and what prompted me to teach on this subject is that archaeologists 
were researching some findings on the Mount of Olives in relation to the altar of 
the Sacrifice of the Red Heifer. The seed which Dr. Nel planted in me, along with 
a thorough study of Scripture in relation to the Mount of Olives, led me to the 
inescapable conclusion that Y’shua was crucified on this Mount, and that He was 
also entombed there and that He rose from the dead there.  
 

Add to this the fact that He later ascended into the heavens from this Mount, 
makes this the most Holy place on this planet. 
 

Let us now take a little journey through Biblical history in relation to this special 
and significant place in the land of Palestine, and let the picture unfold. 
 

Background 
 

As a tourist in the holy city of Jerusalem, the tour guides will take you to all the 
customary points of interest. If your interest is history, you will probably be shown 
the archaeological sites of the city, including Hezekiah's tunnel and the Temple 
wall. If you are seeking your traditional Christian roots, all the places Y’shua the 
Messiah trod with sandaled feet will be shown to you, marked by some sort of 
Catholic shrine or church.  
 

                                                           
1
 Mark 15:38 (all verses will be quoted from the LITV unless mentioned otherwise) 
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Without a doubt, you will end up, sooner or later, at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchure where, according to Catholic tradition, the Messiah suffered and died 
on the cross.  
 

If your beliefs are more fundamentalist, you will probably be shuttled over to the 
rapidly eroding hill outside the Damascus Gate -- known as "Jeremiah's Grotto" -- 
with its outline and caves that somewhat resemble the human skull. Here, you will 
be told, is the actual place where the Messiah died! A short distance from this 
small hill the Garden Tomb of the Messiah will be pointed out to you.  
 

These are the current two locations in the city of Jerusalem that claim to be the 
site of the Messiah's death and burial. Can we know, then, the correct site of the 
greatest sacrifice in the history of mankind?  
 

1. The Land of Moriah and the Three Mountains of It 
 

Back in the time of Abraham, the area around the Old City of Jerusalem was 
known as the land of Moriah. It was essentially made up of the three main hills or 
mounts which became known as Mount Zion (A on diagram), Mount Moriah (B) 
and Mount of Olives (C). It was to this area that YHWH instructed Abraham to go 
with His son Isaac, after whom he was commanded to sacrifice his son on one of 
the mountains there that YHWH would show him, but we are not told which one

2
.  

 

When Abraham had arrived at the 
place on one of these mounts, he built 
an altar for the sacrifice. As we know, 
YHWH stopped him from sacrificing 
Isaac, his only son, and He supplied 
him with a ram instead. The only 
human sacrifice that YHWH ever 
commanded was to come later in the 
form of His Only Begotten Son, 
Y’shua, the true Lamb of God. 
   

At that time, the ancient city of Salem 
was located on Mount Zion (A), which 
later became the original city of 
Jerusalem under King David

3
. So 

Abraham wouldn't have built his altar 
on that mount. Centuries later, David 
purchased the threshing floor of 
Araunah (or Ornan) the Jebusite, 
which was located further up on 
Mount Moriah (B), and he built an 

                                                           
2
 Gen 22:2 
3
 Gen 14:18-20; 2 Sam 5:6-10; Heb 7:1-3 

A 

B C 
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altar to YHWH there. This became the site of the Temple of YHWH in Jerusalem
4
. 

It is likely that this high ground above the ancient city of the Jebusites was already 
being used as an area of pagan sacrifices or farming at the time of Abraham. So 
a possibility does exist that Abraham would not have built his altar on this mount 
either.  
   

Most believe that Abraham built his altar on (B) Mount Moriah as this later 
became the place of sacrifice in Solomon's Temple; which, as a sanctuary, was 
the dwelling place of the manifest Glory of YHWH. The Ultimate Sacrifice of 
YHWH's Son, the Messiah, which is foreshadowed in the Abraham/Isaac event, 
didn't occur in the Temple courts on Mount Moriah. Nor did it occur on Mount 
Zion, but it occurred outside the city of Jerusalem. Out of the three hills in that 
area, there is only one mount remaining that is situated outside Jerusalem - the 
Mount of Olives (C); and as we said, was also part of Mount Moriah. The 
possibility, however, exists that Abraham was commanded to build his altar on 
the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. 
   

2. The place outside the Camp 
 

We have an altar from which those who minister at the Temple (the Cohanim, the 
Priests) during Yom Kippur

5
, the holiest day of the year, but the Cohanim had no 

right to eat this offering. The High Priest had to carry the blood of animals into the 
Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies were burned outside the 
camp. Details on this altar and sacrifices later. Y’shua fulfilled these sacrifices 
also outside the city to make the people holy through His own blood. The Book of 
Hebrews confirms what the Torah

6
 teaches: 

 

"For of the animals whose "blood is brought" by the high priest "into the 
Holy of Holies" concerning sins, of these the bodies "are burned outside 
the camp." (As commanded by the Torah in Lev 16:2, 27, details later)  
Indeed, because of this, in order that He might sanctify the people by His 
own blood, Y’shua suffered outside the gate."

7
  

  

This altar was an area for burning the bodies of the sacrifices outside of the city 
gate. This location is referred to in the Original Covenant

8
 as a place "without 

[outside of] the camp" of Israel. After the Temple was built, this place for burning 
the bodies of the sacrifices had a specific location outside of the city.  
 
 

                                                           
4
 2 Chron 3:1 
5
 Day of Atonement 

6
 Wrongly interpreted as the Law, it is YHWH’s Instructions on how to live. There are 613 contained in 
the first five Books in the Bible which Moshe (Moses) wrote 
7
 Heb 13:10-13  
8
 Also known as the Older Covenant, Old Covenant or Old Testament. The New Testament is better 
translated as the New Covenant, Newer Covenant, Renewed Covenant 
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3. The Bridge over the Kidron Valley and the Defilement by the Graves  
 

According to the Mishnah, a second-century Judean commentary, a bridge had 
been built over the Kidron Valley from the Temple area eastward to the Mount of 
Olives leading to this location (altar) for burning the bodies. 

 

"They made a causeway from the Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives, 
an arched way built over an arched way, with an arch directly above 
each pier [of the arch below], for fear of any grave in the depths below. 
By it the priest that was to burn the Heifer, and the Heifer, and all that 
aided him went forth to the Mount of Olives."

9
  

 
 

The bridge led from the eastern Temple gate
10
 to a place near the summit of the 

Mount of Olives. The Priests could pass over this bridge uncontaminated by 
the graves below in order to burn the bodies of the animals outside the city. 
Priests were not to come close to a dead body, and they were also not permitted 
to walk within the rows of graves in a cemetery

11
.  As a Priest, Y’shua also made 

use of this bridge as He would not have violated the Torah.  
 

Let us now go outside the camp, in search for the crucifixion site. 
 

4. The Place of the City Outside the Gate Close to the Temple 
 

In John 19:20b we read "... for the place where Y’shua was crucified was nigh to 
the city: ..." 
 

According to this verse, the place where Y’shua was crucified was nigh to the city. 
Well, this is a mistranslation. The word place in the Greek is associated with "the 
city," so that this verse should be translated, "Y’shua was crucified near the place 
of the city." "The Place of the city" was the Temple, which is also called "the 
place." We also see this in the Older Covenant: 
 

"Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering and he shall burn it in 
the appointed place of the house, without the sanctuary."

12
 (The house is 

also a term used for the Temple.) 
 

John 11:48 also confirms this: "If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on 
him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation." 
(KJV). The text reads - take away the place and the nation. By the place - the 
Pharisees meant the Temple.  
 

                                                           
9
 Herbert Danby, trans., The Mishnah (Oxford University Press, 1933), p.700. 

10
 Known as the Beautiful Gate, Double Gate, Mercy Gate, and Eastern Gate 

11
 Lev 21:1-4 

12
 Ezek 43:21(KJV) 
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The area of burning on the Mount of Olives east of the city was considered part 
of "the place", part of the Temple. This location was outside the city and yet near 
(and part of) the Temple proper. 
 

To expand on John 19:20 … 
 

"Therefore, many of the Jews read this title, because the place where 
Y’shua was crucified was near the city. And it had been written in Hebrew, 
in Greek, in Latin." 

 

As seen, John was talking was about the "place of the city". The Greek word for 
"place" is "topos", and look at where and how it occurs in other Scriptures. Notice 
Acts 6:13-14:  
 

"And they brought forward false witnesses, who said: "This man does not 
stop speaking things against this Holy Topos and against the Law. For 
instance, we have heard him say that this Jesus the Nazarene will throw 
down this Topos and change the customs that Moses handed down to 
us."" (ESV) 

 

From this, the word "topos" can only refer to the Temple!  
 

And again, in Acts 21:28 (ESV): "Men of Israel, help us. This is the man who 
teaches everywhere against the People, and the Law, and the Topos, and what 
is more, he has brought Greeks into the temple [enclosure] and defiled the holy 
Topos".  
 

Ernest L. Martin explains further:  
 

"These scriptures show that the common designation for the Temple and 
its holy areas was "The Place" (i.e. The Topos). There was absolutely 
nothing strange to the Jews of the first century in using such a name for 
the Temple. There are a host of references from the Old Testament (both 
in Hebrew AND Greek), and from other Jewish works as well as from 
Gentile accounts which show that the expression "The Topos" meant the 
Temple in Jerusalem. The phrase was also used to refer to Gentile 
sanctuaries throughout the world (see Kittel's Theological Dictionary, vol. 
VIII, pp.187-208 for many such references). In the middle of the fourth 
century, Athanasius simply called the Temple at Jerusalem "the Place" 
(The Topos) without the slightest elaboration. "Aliens had invaded the 
Temple at Jerusalem.... Aliens indeed had held the place, but know not 
the Lord of the place....What profit then is the place to them? For behold 
they that hold the place are charged by them that love God with making it 
[the Place] a den of thieves" (Letter XXIX, fragment)." -- Secrets of 
Golgotha, p. 22. 

 

Our Messiah died at the place, outside of the camp, on the Mount of Olives.  
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5. Death Penalty was Executed Outside the City 
 

The Torah in Num 15:35-36 makes it clear that the death penalty under the law of 
Moshe was to be administered "outside the camp" and its radius. It was 
impossible for Y’shua to have violated the Torah or else He would have been a 
sinner; therefore, He was crucified outside Jerusalem. 
 

6. The Distance, According to Torah, was Maintained  
 

Furthermore, during the time the Israelites were moving through the wilderness, 
they encamped at the end of the day’s march, in a certain manner--a certain 
order

13
. Numbers 2 states that "the people of Israel [were] to camp around the 

tent of meeting--though at a distance, each under his respective standard and by 
their clans' ensigns." This "distance" is defined in Joshua 3:3-4: "When you see 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God with the Levite priests bearing it, 
leave your places and follow it; so that you may know the way to go, because you 
have never walked this path before. But keep a distance of two thousand 
cubits [3,000 feet = 935 meters] between it and yourselves; do not get nearer 
to it." The sanctity of the ark was thus, therefore, maintained. There was perfect 
provision for Y’shua’s crucifixion place, according to the Torah requirement, with 
the Kidron valley between the Temple Mount and the summit area of the Mount of 
Olives. 
 

To put the nail in the coffin for Gordon’s Calvary and the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchure as the authentic sites…at the time of Y’shua, the Sanhedrin (Jewish 
governing body) used the same rule of thumb for the city of Jerusalem. They took 
a radius of 2,000 cubits encircling it as the limits of the encampment with the 
Temple, including the Court of the Sanhedrin as the center! Anything beyond this 
radius was "outside the camp" (Jerusalem’s walls), and somewhere beyond this 
line the Messiah was executed. This absolutely prohibits these hoax sites as 
being the location of the Messiah's crucifixion because they are well within 
the 2,000 cubit zone! They are not "outside the camp"!  
 

That is why the Temple had to be built way north of the City of David – 
meaning north of the Dome of the Rock and in line with the current Eastern Gate 
where the original bridge over the Kidron Valley once stood; clearly for one 
reason only, to make provision for this Torah instruction. 
 

7. Typology of David and Absalom – a Shadow and Type of Our Messiah 
 

The account of David and his rebellious son Absalom, who sought to usurp the 
throne of his father with dire consequences, is a fascinating and yet heartbreaking 
story. It can be found in 2 Samuel 13-19. The whole episode is a type of Y’shua, 
the true King of Israel and Root of David, who is betrayed and hated by some of 
His own people who seek to usurp His Throne and Kingdom.  

                                                           
13
 Num 35:5-6 
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The most interesting thing about this account is the part where David humbly 
leaves Jerusalem, along with those loyal to him, rather than fight with his son 
Absalom. It specifically states that with great sorrow he left Jerusalem, evidently 
by the Eastern Gate, and travelled across the Kidron Valley, and went up the 
Mount of Olives to the summit

14
:  

 

"And all the land was weeping with a loud voice. And all the people were 
passing over. And the king was passing over through the torrent 
Kidron, and all the people passed over, toward the way of the 
wilderness (towards the east in the direction of the Mount of Olives). 
And David was going up in the ascent of the olives, going up and 
weeping. And his head was covered (Y’shua had a crown), and he was 
going barefooted. And all the people who were with him each had 
covered his head, and had gone up, going up and weeping." 

 

This is a fascinating Typology of Y’shua’s crucifixion. The writer also mentions the 
fact that people used to worship YHWH on the summit of the Mount of Olives:  
 

"And it happened as David had come to the top, there where he bowed 
to God. And, behold, Hushai (meaning "hasting") the Archite came to 
meet him, his tunic torn, and earth on his head."

15
 

 

Y’shua also went up the Mount of Olives barefooted with a crown, with weeping 
people, to bow before YHWH. When He died, YHWH also rented His Veil and 
hasted to obtain a new Temple--more about this later.  
 

This Typology from David is a strong indication that this place was greatly revered 
in ancient times and was used for the worship of YHWH via an altar of sacrifice. 
(This could also possibly be the place from where Abraham had worshipped on 
this mount after he was tested with the sacrifice of Isaac). 
   

It is no coincidence that the Kidron Valley is mentioned in the Renewed Covenant 
in relation to the Passover of Y’shua's death. Y’shua and His disciples used to 
spend a lot of time on the Mount of Olives, particularly in the olive grove or garden 
known as Gethsemane, and this was how Judas knew where to find Him when he 
came to arrest Him on that night

16
. But as we learn from the Gospel accounts, the 

Mount of Olives had an even bigger role to play during the final days of Y’shua's 
life on earth, and we shall soon see the significance of this mount during those 
final days of the true King of Israel, the Son of David. 
   

So, there is every reason to believe that Y’shua fulfilled the type of David by 
leaving Jerusalem on the East road, crossing the Kidron Valley and ascending the 

                                                           
14
 2 Sam 15:23, 30  

15
 2 Sam 15:32 

16
 John 18:2-3 
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Mount of Olives, where He was crucified (sacrificed) near the summit amid much 
sorrow, because the majority of the people had rejected Him. 
 

8. The "Clean Place" and the Location of the Altar of the Red Heifer
17
 

 

Lev 4:12 mentions "the whole bull he shall carry outside the camp to a clean 
place, where the ashes are poured out..." What's the significance of the "clean 
place"? Or, more importantly, where is this clean place?  
 

During Moshe's
18
 day the holiest region within the camp of the Israelites was in 

front of the entrance to the sanctuary -- on its east side. And why was this area 
east of the sanctuary holy? Because the sin offering known as the Red Heifer 
was killed and burnt to ashes during Yom Kippur, and the blood sprinkled, in the 
area just outside the camp! The Red Heifer was the holiest of all the Israelites' 
offerings, and it was a sacrifice that was offered once for all. Notice Alfred 
Edersheim's explanation:  
 

"As the direct manifestation of sin which separates man from God, 
defilement by the dead required a sin-offering, and the ashes of the red 
heifer are expressly so designated in the words: "It is a sin-offering." 
[Numbers 9:17]. But it differs from all other sin-offerings. The sacrifice 
was to be of pure red color; one "upon which never came yoke; and a 
female, all other sin-offerings for the congregation being males...But what 
distinguished it even more from all the others was, that it was a sacrifice 
offered once for all (at least so long as its ashes lasted); that its blood 
was sprinkled, not on the altar, but outside the camp towards 
[westward] the sanctuary; and that it was wholly burnt, along with 
cedarwood, as the symbol of imperishable existence, hyssop, as that of 
purification from corruption, and "scarlet," which from its colour was the 
emblem of life. Thus the sacrifice of highest life, brought as a sin-
offering, and, so far as possible, once for all, was in its turn accompanied 
by the symbols of imperishable existence, freedom from corruption, 
and fullness of life, so as yet more to intensify its significance. But even 
this is not all. The gathered ashes with running water were sprinkled on 
the third and seventh days on that which was to be purified. Assuredly, if 
death meant "the wages of sin," this purification pointed, in all its details, 
to "the gift of God," which is "eternal life," through the sacrifice of him in 
whom is the fullness of life.” The Temple, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Michigan. 1987, pages 348-349.  

 

                                                           
17

 The Red Heifer was a virgin cow less than three years old. It was slain at the Miphkad Altar on the 
Mount of Olives by the Priests and the ashes were mixed with water and daubed on the people to 
purify them for entrance into the Temple. That is why Rabbi Paul indicates in second Corinthians that 
we first need to know the observable facts, or Y’shua after the flesh, before we can understand the 
multifaceted allegories or divine symbols of His life and death 
18
 Moses’ Hebrew name 
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Do you grasp the depth of meaning and the significance of the sacrifice of the 
Red Heifer? It pointed directly to the sacrifice of the Messiah. It was offered up 
once for all; and realize this, the High Priest was prohibited from offering up the 
Red Heifer himself because it represented the Messiah -- our High Priest!  
 

And where did this sacrifice take place? "In order to sacrifice the Red Heifer, the 
selected animal was taken from the Temple through the Eastern Gate ('without 
the gate' -- Heb 13:12) and then led further east ('without the camp' -- Heb 13:11) 
to the 'clean place' where it was killed and burnt to ashes." (Secrets of Golgotha,  
page 30).  
 

The Mishnah
19
 also points this out:  

 

"There were five gates to the Temple mount: the two Huldah Gates on the 
south, that served for coming in and going out; the Kiponus Gate on the 
west, that served for coming in and going out; the Tadi Gate on the north 
that was not used at all; the Eastern Gate on which was portrayed the 
Palace of Shushan. Through this [gate] the priest that burned the 
[red] heifer, the heifer, and all that aided him went forth to the Mount 
of Olives." (Middoth 1:3) 

 

This plainly illustrates that in the time of the Messiah, the place for burning the 
Red Heifer -- the "clean place" -- was located east of the Temple on the Mount 
of Olives!  Edersheim backs this up:  
 

"Seven days before [the Day of Atonement], the priest destined for the 
service was separated and kept in the Temple -- in "the House of Stoves" 
-- where he was daily sprinkled with the ashes as the Rabbis fable -- of all 
the red heifers ever offered. When bringing the sacrifice, he was to wear 
his white priestly raiments. According to their tradition, there was an 
arched roadway leading from the East Gate of the Temple out upon the 
Mount of Olives -- double arched; that is, arched also over the supporting 
pillars, for fear of any possible pollution through the ground upwards. Over 
this the procession passed. On the Mount of Olives the elders of Israel 
were already in waiting. First, the priest immersed his whole body, then he 
approached the pile of cedar-, pine-, and fig-wood which was heaped like 
a pyramid, but having an opening in the middle, looking towards the 
west. Into this the Red Heifer was thrust, and bound, with its head 
towards the south and its face looking to the west, the priest standing 
east of the sacrifice, his face, of course, also turned westwards. Slaying 
the sacrifice with his right hand, he caught up the blood in his left. Seven 
times he dipped his finger in it, sprinkling it towards the Most Holy 
Place, which he was supposed to have in full view over the porch of 
Solomon or through the eastern gate." -- The Temple, pages 352-353. 

                                                           
19
 Jewish collection of religious-legal decisions developed from the laws of the Old Covenant  
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The author of the apocryphal work of Barnabas (late first or early second century) 
makes mention that during the ritual of the Red Heifer, the priests tied a crimson 
thread to a nearby tree; an act that has tremendous symbolic meaning when one 
understands how the Messiah was put to death.  
 

Since the Red Heifer was burnt to ashes with its head and feet facing the Temple 
Mount on this site on the Mount of Olives, this spot was the point of origin for the 
main purification rites of the Israelites. Therefore Y’shua the Messiah, the 
supreme sacrifice represented by the Red Heifer, had to die right here facing the 
Holy of Holies! He had to sprinkle His blood before the sanctuary. The blood of 
the Red Heifer was sprinkled outside the camp towards the sanctuary; 
whereas the blood of the other sacrifices was sprinkled on the altar situated in the 
Temple! In other words, the Messiah had to shed His blood before the presence 
of His Father in the Temple -- in the Holy of Holies. That is why He died facing the 
curtain, looking west towards the presence of His Father! When He comes again, 
His head and feet will also face the East Gate

20
.  

 

The fact that the Messiah died facing west towards his Father's House has come 
down to us in various traditions. Damascenus, the eminent 8th-century theologian 
of the Eastern Church, stated that "Jesus' eyes were turned toward the West..." 
(Lib. IV., cap. 13); and the English Bishop Hall (1574-1656) echoed this in a 
sermon to his congregation: "Our Saviour was crucified with his face to the west 
(XXXV)." Even the Venerable Bede (673-735) concurs with this (in Lucum, cap. 
93)!  
 

Why do you think the Messiah cried out "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?"  Because Y’shua sensed that His Father had turned away His 
gaze as His only Son died on that hillside facing the Holy of Holies!  
 

Further understanding of the sacrifice of the Red Heifer is offered by Edersheim:  
 

"Thus, also, we understand why the red heifer is, so to speak, the most 
intense of sin-offerings, was wholly burnt outside the camp, and other 
sin-offerings only partially so. For this burning signified that "in the 
theocracy there was no one, who by his own holiness, could bear or take 
away the sin imputed to these sin-offerings, so that it was needful, as the 
wages of sin, to burn the sacrifice which had been made sin." The 
ashes of this sin-offering, mixed with living water and sprinkled with 
hyssop, symbolized purification from that death which separates 
between God and man. This parallelism between the blood of Christ and 
the ashes of a heifer, on the one hand, and on the other between the 
purification of the flesh by these means, and that of the conscience from 
dead works, is thus expressed in Heb. 9:13,14: "If the blood of bulls and 
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of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the defiled, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purifying 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" -- The 
Temple, pages 350-351. 

 

 The animal sacrifices of the Old Covenant are types and shadows of the various 
aspects of Y’shua’s ultimate Sacrifice. This is particularly true in the case of the 
special rituals made on Yom Kippur, and also in the Sacrifice of the Red Heifer

21
.  

 

During Yom Kippur, in the rituals of both the Red Heifer and the Goat, the bodies 
of the sacrifices had to be burned up outside the camp of Israel. In the case of the 
Red Heifer, the whole ritual, including the sacrifice itself on an altar which became 
known as the Miphkad Altar, had to occur in a designated holy place outside the 
camp as commanded by YHWH in the Torah: 
 

"And you shall give her to Eleazar the priest, and she shall be brought 
forth outside the camp; and she shall be slaughtered before his 
face"

22
.  

   

It is these two rituals that the writer to the Hebrews is referring to in Heb 9:13: 
"For if the blood of bulls and goats, and ashes of a heifer sprinkling those 
having been defiled, sanctifies to the purity of the flesh,".  
 

There were a number of other sacrificial offerings in the Torah that required that 
the bodies and inner parts of the animals were to be burned in a designated 
'clean' place outside the camp and the ashes buried. In effect, this was the holy 
dumping ground for the remains of the sacrifices. 
   

After the Temple was built in Jerusalem, the city itself became synonymous with 
the 'camp' of Israel, which had the Tabernacle/Temple in its midst. The term 
'outside the camp' came to mean 'well outside the walls of the Old City.' In the 
book The Holy Land

23
 by Jerome Murphy-O'Connor, it states that the priestly 

procession of the Sacrifice of the Red Heifer, led by the High Priest, came 
through the East Gate of the Temple, then went across the Kidron Valley via a 
special causeway, and then up the Mount of Olives to the summit (following 
the road known as The Descent of the Mount of Olives - cp. Luke 19:37), where 
the sacrifice took place on an altar there known as the Miphkad Altar, and the 
bodies were burned up near the altar.  
 

This is also the place where the bodies of the sacrifices on the annual Day of 
Atonement, as well as some of the daily sacrifices, would've been burned up as 
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well. This particular area on the Mount of Olives was the designated 'clean' 
place outside the camp where the altar for the Red Heifer ritual was located, as 
well as the ash heap. Lev 16:27 shows this was the altar where the sin offerings 
were burnt on the Day of Atonement:  
 

"The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood 
was brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall be carried 
outside the camp. And they shall burn in the fire their skins, their 
flesh, and their offal" (ESV).  

 

Paul's statements in Hebrews 13 now become intelligible when we realize this to 
symbolically retrace the Messiah's steps through the Typology of the Day of 
Atonement Offerings.  
   

9. The Fulfillment of the Yom Kippur Offerings by Y’shua 
 

There were three types of sin offerings that were killed and that had their blood 
sprinkled behind the Veil of the Temple and their bodies burned to ashes 
outside the camp. The first one was for the sins of the High Priest, which was 
burned in a clean place outside the city, where altar ashes were put -- see Lev 
4:11-12. The second type of offering was that of the entire assembly or 
congregation of Israel; and similarly, as Lev 4:21 shows, the offering was burnt 
just like the first type. The third category of offering was that of the Day of 
Atonement. Here also, the offering was burnt in its entirety -- Lev 16:27. Y’shua 
fulfilled all the sin offerings. 
 

The procession for the release of the Scapegoat
24
 (Azazel) on the Day of 

Atonement
25
 also followed the road up the Mount of Olives and over the other 

side, eventually releasing the goat in the Judean wilderness. This goat, carried 
the sins of the people placed on it, was sent away to perish in the wilderness. The 
word "scapegoat" has come to mean a person, often innocent, who is blamed and 
punished for the sins, crimes, or sufferings of others, generally as a way of 
distracting attention from the real causes. 
 

The event of the Scapegoat in Leviticus is interpreted as a symbolic prefiguration 
of the self-sacrifice of Y’shua, who takes the sins of humanity on His own head

26
, 

having been driven into the 'wilderness' outside the city by order of the High 
Priests.  
 

The Azezal was sent to the area of Azel, to the area where Y’shua was in the 
wilderness; but it is also prophetic of how Y’shua is going to save the Jews 

                                                           
24
 The word "scapegoat" is a mistranslation of the word Azazel. The Septuagint, an early Greek 
translation of the Original Covenant, had incorrectly translated Azazel as ez ozel – literally, "the goat 
that departs" – and translated the word as tragos apopompaios, meaning "goat sent out" 
25
 Leviticus 16 
26 John 1:29 and Hebrews Chapters 9-10 (Read it from the LITV as the references to Torah is 
included) 
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when He returns to the Mount of Olives: "And ye shall flee to the valley of the 
mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall 
flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee."

27
  

   

10. The Place of the Skull, Golgotha and the Miphkad Gate 
 

Now, by the time of Y’shua, there was a place outside the walls of Jerusalem that 
was called the Place of the Skull; or, in Aramaic, Golgotha. Even though its 
exact location is unknown, it is clear from the name itself that it had to do with a 
place of death or sacrifice, and it was also near a road with many people passing 
by. The Mishnah records that in the time of the Messiah there was a "place" for 
execution (or stoning), and this "place" was well known because the records 
(Sanhedrin 6:1-4) indicate that certain judicial matters were consummated at a 
designated distance away from the Temple.  
 

An actual fact, in the theological thinking of the Jewish authorities in the first 
century, was determined that each person who committed a capital crime and 
was executed for his criminal act was reckoned as being a sin offering to himself. 
It was believed that no animal could take the place of such a heinous person 
but that he (or she) had to be a sin offering himself (or herself) for the sins that 
had been committed. The words, "May my death be an atonement for all my 
sins,"

28
 was said by the one being executed.  

 

This illustrates that no animal sacrifice for sin could act as a substitute for the 
criminal himself, but that he had to be his own sin offering to atone for the 
crimes he had committed. The Mishnah clearly shows that the sacrificial animals 
burnt "outside the camp" as sin offerings set the example for a criminal who was 
also put to death as his own sin offering "outside the camp"!

29
  

 

Lev 10:1-7 also indicates that two of the sons of Aaron (Nadab and Abihu, who 
were Priests) were judged and punished on the east side of the Tabernacle for 
offering strange fire "before the Lord"; and Korah and the Levites were punished 
on the east side as well

30
. The situation here on the Mount of Olives was 

corresponding with Y’shua’s ultimate Sin Offering as well as where He as 
Priest was judged. 
 

As the execution of the criminal was analogous to the sin offering, the criminal 
had to be executed in the same area as the sin offerings -- outside the camp and 
east of the Temple near the summit of the Mount of Olives!! 
 

Again, this is a strong connection to the above place of sacrifice and burning on 
the Mount of Olives. It was to this Place of the Skull that Y’shua was taken and 

                                                           
27
 Zech 14:5   

28
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crucified, where He fulfilled all the types and shadows as the Ultimate Sacrifice of 
YHWH at the hands of the Priests

31
. It was a place where everybody from below 

in the city of Jerusalem could look upward across the Kidron valley and see the 
criminal bleeding His life away on the tree/cross.  
 

Y’shua was taken outside the camp to be sacrificed so that He could bring true 
cleansing to all people

32
. He was also the Scapegoat that took all the sins of 

Israel and the world up to the Mount of Olives and into the desert of death.  
   

Now "Golgotha" refers to a place of registry where heads were counted and not a 
place that looks like a skull as the King James Version implies. 
 

John 19:17 (KJV): "And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called 
the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha." 
Ezek 43:21(KJV): "Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering and he 
shall burn it in the appointed place of the house, without the sanctuary."  
 

The words "appointed place" in the Hebrew is the word "miphkad." Miphkad 
comes from the verb pakad which means to number. The gate of the city that led 
to the "appointed place" was called the Miphkad Gate – the Numbering Gate.  
 

The Miphkad Gate (referred to in Neh 3:31) was located on the east wall just 
north of the Eastern Gate leading to the Temple. "After him Malchiah the 
goldsmith's son made strong the place of the temple-slaves, and of the 
merchants, before the Miphkad Gate, and to the going up of the corner."  
 

The Miphkad Gate opened onto the road leading up the Mount of Olives just 
north of the place where the bodies were burned. This road led to the Miphkad, 
or "appointed place," where people registered for the Temple tax. Each person 
[head count] was taxed at this location. The word "Golgotha," used in the 
Gospels to describe the place of the crucifixion, is an Aramaic word which 
suggests this area of registry known as Miphkad. The related Hebrew word 
bears the same meaning. It is gulgoleth, which means "skull, head, or poll." It is 
a head count. Let’s prove the point … 
 

Exod 38:25-26: "And the silver of them that were numbered [paqad, to 
appoint or number] of the congregation was an hundred talents, and a 
thousand seven hundred and threescore and fifteen shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary: A bekah for every man [gulgoleth, head], that is 
half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for every one that went to 
be numbered [paqad] ..." 

 

The word "Golgotha" is also further used in the Old Covenant and signifies a 
"skull" in two places, Judges 9:53 and 2 Kings 9:35, and as the human "head" 
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once in 1 Chron 10:10, and nine times it denotes "poll" or "head-count" as in the 
example above.  
 

In the time of Messiah Y’shua, this place of numbering, or registration, for the 
Temple tax was called Golgotha. This was the Miphkad area on the Mount of 
Olives east of the Temple and near the place outside the city where the bodies of 
sacrifices were burned. 
 

So, there is every reason to believe that Y’shua fulfilled the type of the Ritual of 
the Red Heifer (as well as the other sacrifices in the Torah) and the Scapegoat by 
leaving Jerusalem on the East road, crossing the Kidron Valley (on the bridge) 
and ascending the Mount of Olives, where He was crucified (sacrificed) near the 
summit at the Place of the Skull, outside the camp. Now let’s read Heb 13:12-13 
again: "And so Y’shua also suffered outside the city gate to make the people 
holy through his own blood. Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing 
the disgrace he bore." (ESV) 
 

The question now arises … Is there any indication in the records of history of a 
small hill or outcropping on the slopes of the Mount of Olives facing the Eastern 
Gate of the Temple? Indeed there is. A Christian pilgrim known as the Bordeaux 
Pilgrim visited the area in 333 A.D.  He mentions that on top of the Mount of 
Olives there was a monticulus or "little hill" in his written itinerary of the trip. 
 

A verse in 2 Samuel speaks of this very hill: "And David went up by the ascent of 
Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up ..." (15:30). The Septuagint version of the 
Old Covenant calls this "ascent of Mount Olivet" The Place of the Rosh. Rosh is 
'Head' in Hebrew. Now just what does this refer to? Notice that the verses in 
question call the site The Place of the Skull or Head (Rosh) -- not The Place of a 
Skull or The Place of Skulls (plural)! It is very definitely referring to a particular 
skull or head!  
 

Many people have conjectured over the centuries that this phrase indicates a 
geographical feature that looks like a skull or the top of a skull. But is this correct? 
Is it just possible this small hillock on the Mount of Olives was called The Place of 
the Skull because it was the burial place of a particular skull?  
 

Let's see what history and tradition reveal: "It was an early tradition that Christ 
was crucified in the same place where Adam was buried. S. Chrysostom 
alludes to it. 'Some say that Adam died there, and there lieth, and that Jesus, in 
that place where death had reigned, there also set up the trophy.'"

33
  

 

Tentzelius' "Numial Treatise," quoted in Southey's Omniana, vol. i., p. 281, 
records this amazing episode in ancient history: "The tree [of life], with the bones 
of Adam, was preserved in the ark by Noah, who divided the relics among his 
sons. The skull fell to the share of Shem [Noah's son], who buried it in a 
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mount of Judea called from this circumstance Calvary and Golgotha [the 
place of the skull]."  
 

That is why the road up the Mount of Olives to this very day is called "the ascent 
of the Adams". In early art, Adam is frequently shown as rising up (from the 
grave) at the very foot of the cross, holding a chalice or cup to catch the blood of 
the Messiah as it fell from His tortured body. Many paintings or drawings of the 
crucifixion scene show the skull of Adam beneath the stauros (stake) or cross of 
the Messiah. This belief that Adam's skull was buried at Golgotha was common in 
the early church.  
 

Origen speaks of it as well-known in his time; and St. Augustine wrote: "The 
ancients hold that because Adam was the first man, and was buried there [at 
Golgotha], it was called Calvary, because it holds the head of the human race."

34
  

 

In the Hebrew language, this highest summit of Olivet was known as the 
"Bamah

35
." It was the "high place" on the Mount of Olives and this is where King 

David worshipped YHWH overlooking the city of Jerusalem to the west. It also 
answers to the same monticulus that the Bordeaux Pilgrim talked about. Indeed, 
this highest point on the southern summit of Olivet became known as the 
Imbomon (from the Greek "en bommo" which means "high place" or "altar"). It is 
this name which has been attached to this monticulus on Olivet for the past 1600 
years. At the present time, there is a small Moslem shrine built over the site. 
 

This "monticulus," or "Golgotha" as it later became known, is the same spot 
where Adam and Eve worshipped YHWH after being thrust out of the Garden of 
Eden! 
 

11. Romans often Crucified their Condemned Men at the Place of Their 
Crime, at the Place of Their Arrest or a High Ground or Busy Road 

36
 

 

A few examples are mentioned:  
 

"... he crucified the soldiers in the spot where they had committed their 
crimes."

37
  

The proconsul of Africa punished the priests of Saturn "by crucifying them 
on the very trees of their temple, in the shadow of which they had 
committed their crimes"

38
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"In "Chaereas ad Callirhoe" we read: "A great proportion of the crowd 
followed Theron as he was led away, and in front of Callirhoe's tomb he 
was crucified upon the cross, and from the cross gazed out upon the sea 
over which he had carried captive the daughters of Heromcrates."

39
  

 

11.1) Place of Y’shua’s alleged crime: 
 

Luke 23:2: (KJV): "And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this 
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, 
saying that he himself is Messiah a King." 
 

Mat 27:37: (KJV): "And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS 
IS Y’SHUA THE KING OF THE JEWS." 

 

The crime that Y’shua was accused of was that He was proclaimed to be king. 
This "crime" took place on the Mount of Olives. 
 

Luke 19:37-38: (KJV) "And when he was come nigh, even now at the 
descent of the mount of Olives (implying He is still on top of the 
mountain and at the point to descend), the whole multitude of the 
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen; Saying, Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: ..." 

 

If it was not possible to return the malefactor to the site of his crime, then the 
place where he was arrested was acceptable to the Romans. We find an 
example of this in the Acts of Pilate: "According to the law of the pious 
emperors...hanged on the cross in the garden in which you were seized." (IX. 
5).  
 

11.2) The place of Y’shua’s arrest: 
 

Luke 22:39-54 (KJV): "And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the 
mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him...Then took they 
him," 
 

Y’shua was proclaimed king [His crime] on the Mount of Olives and later arrested 
at the garden of Gethsemane of the Mount of Olives. The Mount of Olives was the 
place of His arrest. Golgotha, the place of the head count for the Temple tax, was 
on the Mount of Olives near the place where the bodies of sacrificed Temple 
animals were burned. This steep slope on the Mount of Olives east of the Temple 
was outside the Eastern Gate of Jerusalem and fits all Scriptural evidence for 
the location of the crucifixion. As the Roman army stripped the area surrounding 
Jerusalem of all trees during the siege of the Holy City (70 A.D. and just prior), it is 
difficult to identify the exact location of the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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11.3) The criminal can also be executed on high ground or at a busy road: 
Now, if either of these two possibilities as mentioned above could not be 
established, it was common to select an area of high ground or a busy 
crossroads for the crucifixion. This was to provide a visible deterrent to the 
people passing by not to commit such crimes. And since this form of death 
represented the ultimate form of humiliation for the criminal, his naked body had 
to be on public display in a prominent location. This is verified by Quintilian: "The 
crowded roads are chosen...penalties relate not so much to retribution as to their 
exemplary effect"

40
. In Alexander Severus we read: "As a deterrent to others he 

had them crucified on the street that his slaves used most frequently." (23:8). 
(More will be said later of the busy road to Damascus).  
 

Do you realize our Messiah fulfilled all of the requirements so far, not only of the 
Torah, but as well as all the requirements of the Roman law on the Mount of 
Olives? 
 

12. The Rented Veil from Top to Bottom was Seen from the Mount of Olives 
 

What was it that caused the Centurion present to praise Y’shua? What did the 
people gathered there see that caused them to head for their homes beating their 
breasts -- the sign of extreme humiliation, distress and grief? What was it his 
friends saw? It wasn't the death of the Messiah, because the Centurion was there 
to oversee the Messiah's death -- that was the expected outcome. It was not our 
Saviour's last breath that caused the people to beat their breasts as they also 
were there to witness His death. What was it that all these people saw that 
affected them so dramatically? The Centurion saw the Veil "rent-in-twain"! Notice 
what Matthew says:  
 

Again Y’shua cried out with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And 
behold [to have in sight, see], the curtain of the holy place was rent in 
two from top to bottom, and the earth quaked and the masses of rocks 
were split ... But the centurion and the others with him watching Y’shua 
having seen the earthquake and the things [plural] occurring, became 
very much afraid, saying: "Truly, this was God's son."

41
  

 

What was it the Centurion and the others saw? The earthquake and "the things 
occurring." And what were these "things occurring"? The death of the Messiah 
and the Tearing of the Temple Veil!  
 

The Gospel of Mark makes this point even clearer: "But Y’shua having let out a 
loud voice died. And the curtain of the Holy Place was rent in two from top to 
bottom. But the centurion standing alongside and opposite of him having seen 
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that he expired thusly [that is, He died at the exact time the Veil tore in two], said: 
'Truthfully, this man was a Son of God.'"

42
  

 

The only place in the entirety of Jerusalem where the Temple Veil could be seen 
from, and a place that was "outside the camp," was the slopes of the Mount of 
Olives! Why? Because the Temple was aligned in an east-west direction, with the 
huge curtain hanging in the eastern portal of the inner Temple. The size of the 
Veil was 25m (80 feet) tall, approximately 11-15 stories high, and 7.5m in breadth 
(24 feet)! Nearly 190 m

2
! 

 

The crucifixion took place near the summit of the Mount of Olives as proven in 
this study, and this is also the only area in all of the city and environs where the 
Veil of the Temple could be seen from, and where the "camp" ended (2,000 cubits 
from the Court of the Sanhedrin on the Temple Mount). The 2,000 feet ended just 
shy of the summit!  
 

It is absolutely clear that those who were gathered around the Messiah as He 
hung on the tree/cross saw the Veil tear at the time of His death, because from 
this area on the slopes of the Mount of Olives the Priest could look over the 
eastern wall of the Temple into the sanctuary itself. The Mishnah states that the 
"walls were high, save only the eastern wall, because the Priest that burns the 
[Red] Heifer and stands on the top of the mount of olives should be able to 
look directly into the entrance of the sanctuary when the blood is sprinkled." 
(Middoth 2:4).  
 

That is why the Centurion and the others present at the crucifixion saw the Veil 
tear from top to bottom!  
 

Many critics say, “but, how could the Centurion determine if the Veil was parted at 
3 P.M., "the ninth hour," as he would be squinting into the sun, which was above 
and behind the Temple where the sun sets in the west. Remember, the Temple 
faced eastward and the Centurion was on the east side of the Temple on the 
Mount of Olives?”  
 

The answer: the sun was darkened from 12 A.M. till 3 P.M.
43
; there was no sun 

into the Centurion’s eyes: "And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the Holy 
Place was torn in the middle."

44
  

 

Further illustration pertaining to visibility of Veil details from the Mount of Olives is 
provided in Talmud, Shekalim 8:4. It is stated that the Veil, the thick braided 
curtain across the Temple doorway, was spread out on the roof of the colonnade 
each time a new Veil was produced. This was done twice each year. The Veil was 
displayed in this manner "so that the people might behold its fair workmanship." 

                                                           
42
 Mark 15:37-39 (ESV) 

43
 Mat 27:45 and Luke 23:44 

44
 Luke 23:45   



22 

 

This was also done from the summit of the Mount of Olives. This biannual 
exhibition was also an opportunity to see and admire this magnificent Temple 
furnishing. But as said, it was only from a spot high on the Mount of Olives that 
the renting of the starry Veil could be observed by the Centurion.  
 

Now, how on earth can you see the Veil rent from Gordon’s Calvary
45
, which is 

the traditional Protestant site, or from the Roman Catholic’s site where the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchure

46
 is located, as they are both to the north of the Temple? 

You could only see the Veil of the Temple from one direction and it isn’t from the 
direction of Gordon’s Calvary or the Church of the Holy Sepulchure

47
, but from the 

east--the direction of the Mount of Olives! The Centurion would have to have 
been standing at the same spot from which the Priest must "direct his gaze 
carefully."  
 

The ones standing at the side of Y’shua and gazed into the Temple at the ninth 
hour must have had a terrifying and frightening experience when the Veil rent.  
 

Y’shua willed His own death at the ninth hour because He had to maintain His 
Holy Schedule of fulfilling the Torah. He knew where the sun would be at 3 P.M. 
and He used this condition to enhance the drama of the occasion to those 
standing at His side where they were to see "those things." Y’shua wanted those 
rugged Roman soldiers to be startled and terrified by the blinding flash coming 
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extant, shows the hill just outside the Damascus Gate as having no features or caves representing the 
human skull. Evidently, erosion since 1610 has created these unique features which led to Thenius' 
choice. Even in the last twenty or so years the skull-like features of Jeremiah's Grotto have eroded to 
such an extent that they are hardly recognizable anymore! According to Harper's Bible Dictionary, 
"there is little to substantiate the view of those who accept the skull-like hillock called 'Gordon's 
Calvary,' with its eye-socketed caves recognized in 1849 by Otto Thenius" (p. 87). An article in the 
Biblical Archaeology Review for March/April of 1986 details this discovery, thus proving the Garden 
Tomb could not be the resting place of the Messiah 
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through the parted Veils. The flash had to be much more prominent (and 
terrifying) coming from the darkened face of the Temple in the afternoon than it 
would have been had the Veil been in bright sunlight. Therefore, the ninth hour 
was scheduled by YHWH in order to achieve this dramatic effect on His Son’s 
executioners and to still permit honouring the High Holy Sabbath of the 15

th
 of 

Nisan (Pesach) which started at sundown three hours later that day. 
 

13. Y’shua’s Final Week on the Mount of Olives, the Road to Damascus, 
Gethsemane and His Tomb 
 

Y’shua spent a lot of time on the Mount of Olives
48
 with His disciples during His 

ministry. This was something they often did when they were in Jerusalem
49
. He 

often stayed with Mary, Martha and Lazarus in the village of Bethany, which, 
along with the neighbouring village of Bethphage, was located on the top of the 
Mount of Olives’ eastern side

50
. When Y’shua entered Jerusalem, He came from 

this place where He also curses the Fig Tree
51
; which is a picture of Israel not 

accepting Him as Messiah.  Therefore, the Mount of Olives is also a place of 
judgment. 
 

In His final week, He entered Jerusalem as her King, riding on the donkey and 
colt

52
, coming down the Mount of Olives from the two villages

53
 at the back of the 

Mount of Olives and The Descent of the Mount of Olives
54
. This is also a very 

busy road via the Jericho road to Damascus
55
. On this occasion, He was not fully 

accepted as the rightful King of Israel entering through the Eastern Gate into the 
Temple. In fact, He was outrageously rejected. 
 

He stayed at Bethany, traveling back and forth daily over to the Kidron Valley 
bridge (as to not get defiled by the graves below) to teach at the Temple and from 
the Mount of Olives

56
. On the eve of His death, they had eaten the Galilean 

Passover meal
57
. Later He crossed the Kidron Valley with His disciples and went 
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to the garden known as Gethsemane which was on the Mount of Olives and not 
on the Temple Mount side.  
 

"Having said these things, Jesus went out with His disciples across 
the winter stream Kidron, where there was a garden (Gethsemane) 
into which He and His disciples entered. (You can only cross the 
Brook of Kidron from Jerusalem’s side) 
And Judas, the one betraying Him, also knew the place, because 
Y’shua many times assembled there with His disciples."

58
 

 

It was here that the events of Y’shua's betrayal and unlawful arrest unfolded. 
   

This garden on the Mount of Olives, where Y’shua had taken His disciples many 
times, would have been an olive grove owned by a rich businessman. The name 
Gethsemane is of Hebrew origin meaning 'trough of oil' or 'olive press.' This 
indicates that this grove was used for the production of olive oil. It may have been 
used for producing the oil for the Temple lamps and for the anointing oil. It also 
appears that Y’shua and His disciples were given permission to enter this garden, 
as it would not otherwise have been open to just anyone. It is fitting that on that 
day, in the garden, Y’shua was crushed in His soul and spirit like an olive in the 
olive trough, bringing forth the true oil of anointing and of light. 
   

We are later told that near the place where Y’shua was crucified was a garden, in 
which a new tomb had been cut in the rock, probably by the owner of the garden. 
It was here that Y’shua was entombed and where He subsequently was raised 
from the dead. We are also told that the tomb belonged to a prominent rich 
member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, who was also a secret follower of Y’shua, 
named Joseph of Arimathea.  
   

It was Joseph, along with Nicodemus, who was given permission by the Roman 
authorities to take down the body of Y’shua for burial, once the authorities were 
assured that He was dead

59
. This fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah stating that the 

Messiah would be entombed in a rich man's tomb (or cave cut in the rock) located 
in a place among the tombs of the unbelievers (the wicked): 
 

"He was placed in a tomb with the wicked. He was put there with the 
rich when he died, ..."

60
  

   

If Joseph had not intervened, Y’shua would not have been buried so quickly in a 
decent tomb. This was because He had died the death of a common criminal, 
whose bodies were often thrown into the local rubbish dump, the valley of Hinnom 
(or Gehenna). Yet YHWH made sure that His Son got a decent burial in the new 
tomb of a rich man, among those whom He had died for. 
   

                                                           
58
 John 18:1-2 as well as Luke 22:39-40; Mat 26:30, 36, Mark 14:26, 32  

59
 John 19:38-42; Luke 23:50-53; Mat 27:57-60 

60
 Isaiah 53:9 CV 



25 

 

All of the evidence points to the fact that Y’shua was entombed in the garden of 
Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives, which was one and the same garden that 
belonged to Joseph of Arimathea. He gave Y’shua and His close followers 
permission to use the garden, and he eventually gave Him his new tomb. It was 
here that, consequently, Y’shua also rose from the dead. 
 

A first century catacomb was uncovered on the Mount of Olives by archaeologist 
P. Bagatti. The ossuaries (stone coffins) contain inscriptions clearly indicating its 
use, "by the very first Christians in Jerusalem."  Archaeologists have found first-
century dedications with the names Y’shua, Matthias and "Simon Bar-Yonah" 
("Peter son of Jonah") along with testimonials that bear direct witness to the 
Saviour. A "head stone", found near the entrance to the first century catacomb, is 
inscribed with the sign of the cross.  
 

Like many other important early Christian discoveries in the Holy Land, these 
major finds were unearthed and the results published many decades ago. Then 
the discoveries were practically forgotten. These ancient tombs once again 
assume center stage, and their amazing "testimonies in stone" give some 
pleasant surprises about some of the earliest followers of Y’shua because of 
recent knowledge and understanding.  
 

The catacomb was found and excavated primarily by two well-known 
archaeologists, but their findings were later read and verified by other scholars 
such as Yigael Yadin, J. T. Milik and J. Finegan. The ossuaries, untouched for 
2,000 years, is the first catacomb found near Bethany that was investigated by 
renowned French archaeologist Charles Clermont-Ganneau. The other, a large 
burial cemetery unearthed near the modern Dominus Flevit Chapel, was 
excavated by Italian scholar, P. Bagatti.  
 

Both archaeologists found evidence clearly dating the two catacombs to the first 
century AD, with the latter finding coins minted by Governor Varius Gratus at the 
turn of the millenium (up to 15/16 AD). Evidence in both catacombs indicated their 
use for burial until the middle part of the first century AD, several years before the 
Renewed Covenant was written.  
 

As Claremont-Ganneau further investigated the tomb, he found inscriptions, 
including the names of "Eleazar"(="Lazarus"), "Martha" and "Mary" on three 
different coffins. The Gospel of John records the existence of one family of 
followers of Y’shua to which this tomb seems to belong: "Now a certain man was 
sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. (It was 
that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was sick)..." (11:1,2) 
 

The rich man’s family tomb where the Dominus Flevit Chapel is situated is close 
to the summit of the Mount of Olives. According to the circumstantial and 
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Scriptural facts, it is the Tomb of Y’shua. This is also the area of the Garden of 
Gethsemane, as well as the Garden of Eden.  
  

14. The Ascension and the Second Coming of Y’shua  
   

After His resurrection, Y’shua appeared to many of His followers, but He 
especially appeared to the Twelve Apostles over a period of forty days, teaching 
them about the Kingdom and their coming mission

61
. On the fortieth day, He took 

them to the Mount of Olives, near Bethany, where defying the laws of gravity, He 
ascended into the sky, and was then hidden from them in the air by a cloud--not a 
rain cloud but a cloud of glory!

62
  

   

While the Disciples were still looking up into the sky, amazed at what they were 
witnessing, two men appeared, dressed in white, standing beside them. They said 
to the Disciples, 'Why are you standing here looking into the sky?' In other words, 
why are you standing there looking at Him disappearing as though you will never 
see Him again? They then told the Disciples 'This Y’shua, Whom you are 
watching going up into heaven, will come in the same manner as you are 
seeing Him go.'  That is, Y’shua the Messiah will return to the air or atmosphere 
of this earth in exactly the same way as you are seeing Him leave: 
physically and visibly, in a cloud of glory. 
   

It is commonly believed that Y’shua will also return to His land and His people of 
Israel via this Mount of Olives, but it doesn't actually say that in this particular 
text in Acts 1. The prophet Zechariah prophesied that YHWH Himself would 
ultimately stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, in connection with a 
Day of Judgment for Jerusalem.  The people of Israel will then flee eastwards to 
Azal as a consequence of earth-shattering events on the Mount. In this way He 
would do battle with His enemies as described by Zechariah.  
 

It is important to understand that Jewish Eschatology
63
 is not viewed as the 

Western World views Eschatology. Most in the Western World view prophecies as 
prediction and fulfillment. Jewish Eschatology is a pattern … meaning a prediction 
is made, then there will be patterns of fulfillments and then comes the ultimate 
fulfillment. This is called Midrashic Eschatology (please see my teaching on 
Jewish Eschatology). Let’s now look at this passage from a Jewish perspective:   
   

3
 And YHWH shall go out and fight against those nations, like the day He 
fought in the day of battle.  
4
 And His feet shall stand in that day on the Mount of Olives (Y’shua was 
also crucified here and ascended from this mountain), which is before 
Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall divide from its 
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middle (when Y’shua died there was also a tremendous earthquake
64

), 

from the east even to the west, a very great valley. And half of the 
mountain shall move toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

65
  

 

I have come to see that elements of this prophecy were fulfilled in Y’shua's First 
Coming – the patterns for Midrashic Eschatology. Y’shua the Messiah, as the 
Word of YHWH Himself, did stand on the Mount of Olives many times, but 
ultimately He was crucified there and He rose there. On that resurrection day, 
there was an earthquake, physically and spiritually, that moved the mountain and 
figuratively split it in two. When He comes again, another earthquake will happen, 
forming a valley of judgment (or escape, depending on which way you view it) in 
which the people will flee eastward to the sunrise. 
   

Then there are some elements of this prophecy in Zechariah 14--especially 
concerning the battle for Jerusalem--that were also fulfilled in Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes and the Seleucid armies, and also the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans – again, it is a pattern.  
 

In relation to this prophecy during His final week, Y’shua sat on the hillside of the 
Mount of Olives overlooking the Temple and the city of Jerusalem.  He talked to 
His disciples about the coming destruction of the Temple and the city which 
occurred in 70 A.D., and His subsequent return in power and glory

66
. Then at the 

time of His ascension from the Mount of Olives, the two messengers told the 
Disciples that Y’shua would return in the same manner as they had seen Him 
leave. 1Thes 4:16-17 tells us that He is coming back in a cloud with angels 
shouting, and with a shofar (rams horn trumpet) sound. Acts chapter 1 only gives 
us a cloud and the presence of angels, but no shouting and the blowing of a 
trumpet. Is the Bible lying?  No, Psalm 47:5 mentions the shout and shofar when 
He ascended; this is called Remez level of Scripture interpretation in Hebrew. 
 

Once again the Mount of Olives plays a vital role, this time at the Second Coming. 
  

15. Ezekiel's Vision of the Glory OF YHWH 
   

In light of these glorious events, there's an extremely interesting vision that the 
prophet Ezekiel saw concerning the Presence or Glory of YHWH. In Ezekiel 10-
11, the prophet saw the Glory of YHWH leave the Temple in Jerusalem until it 
rested on the mountain East of the city (11:22-23). This is where that particular 
vision ends. Then in chapter 43, another vision picks up where the first one had 
left off. Ezekiel sees the Glory of YHWH coming from the East to the Mount of 
Olives, through the Eastern gate of the New Temple, where the Glory fills the 
Temple itself (43:1-5).  
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It is interesting to note that both the departure and the return of the Glory in these 
visions are surrounded by prophecies of the re-gathering and the restoration of 
Israel in accordance with the Renewed Covenant. YHWH has not forgotten His 
promises and all shall be (and much has been) fulfilled as prophesied, ultimately 
being fulfilled through His Chosen, Israel.  
   

It is also interesting to note that the sun rises in the East and travels across to the 
West; and throughout Scripture, the direction of the East is usually associated 
with distance from YHWH (e.g. East of Eden, the captivities were usually to the 
East); and the direction of the West is usually associated with nearness to YHWH. 
In that Day, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise in the East with healing in its 
wings, to radiate those who fear His Name and to bring His people near to YHWH 
(Mal 4:2). When Y’shua comes back to the Mount of Olives, the Scriptures says: 
"For as the lightning comes forth from the east and shines as far as the west, so 
also will be the coming of the Son of Man."

67
 

 

These visions are ultimately typifying the ascension of Y’shua from the land of 
Israel and His return to the Temple of YHWH in Jerusalem. He was rejected by 
His people after He entered Jerusalem through the Eastern Gate riding on a 
donkey, but the time came when He triumphantly returned literally to them to 
establish His Messianic Kingdom.  
   

On that Ascension Day, the Glory left Jerusalem and the Temple and rested on 
the Mount of Olives. The Mount of Olives is truly the holiest place on the face of 
the earth. 
  

The Mysteries of the Crucifixion 
 

A. The Year Y’shua Died 
 

What happened in the year Y’shua died? Josephus gives us insight in his Wars of 
the Jews of what would happen a couple of days before Y’shua was crucified:  
 

"Thus also, before the Jewish rebellion, and before those commotions 
which preceded the war, when the people were come in great crowds to 
the feast of unleavened bread, on the eighth day of the month Xanthicus 
[Nisan] (6 days before Pesach) and at the ninth hour of the night, so 
great a light shone round the altar and the holy house, that it 
appeared to be bright day-time; which light lasted for half an hour. 
This light seemed to be a good sign to the unskillful, but was so 
interpreted by the sacred scribes as to portend those events that followed 
immediately upon it. At the same festival also, a heifer, as she was 
being led by the high priest to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in 
the midst of the temple (this is a well known historical miracle). 
Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner, [court of the temple,] which was 
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of brass, and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty shut by twenty 
men, and rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened 
very deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one entire stone, 
was seen to be opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of the 
night. Now, those that kept watch in the temple came thereupon running 
to the captain of the temple, and told him of it; who then came up thither, 
and not without great difficulty was able to shut the gate again. This 
also appeared to the vulgar to be a very happy prodigy, as if God did 
thereby open them the gate of happiness. But the men of learning 
understood it, that the security of their holy house was dissolved of its 
own accord, and that the gate was opened for the advantage of their 
enemies. So these publicly declared, that this signal foreshewed the 
desolation that was coming upon them" (IV,5,3).  

 

So these two major events took place a couple of days before the Veil was rent 
on the 14

th
 of Nisan. What makes this more gripping is that in the early writings of 

the church fathers, Jerome in a Letter to Hedibia relates that the huge lintel of the 
Temple was broken and splintered and fell. He connects this with the rending of 
the Veil during the crucifixion. Edersheim reinforces this: "it would seem an 
obvious inference to connect again this breaking of the lintel with an 
earthquake" (p. 610, op. cit.). The lintel was an enormous stone, being at least 
9m (30 feet) long and weighing some 30 tons!  
 

Now, the Temple Veils were 25m (80 feet) tall, approximately 11-15 stories high, 
and 7.5m in breadth (24 feet), and the thickness of the palm of a man’s hand. 
They were so heavy that we are told 300 Priests were needed to install it. The 
Veil being rent from top to bottom was such a terrible sign because it indicated 
that YHWH’s own hand had torn it in two, His Presence thus deserting and 
leaving that enclosed Holy Place.  
 

The Jewish Talmud in Yoma 39b confirms the events which occurred in 30 to         
31 A.D.:  
 

"Forty years before the Temple was destroyed [i.e., 40 years before 70 
A.D.] . . .the gates of the Hekel [Holy Place] opened by themselves, 
until Rabbi Yohanan B. Zakkai rebuked them [the gates] saying, Hekel, 
Hekel, why alarmist thou us? We know that thou art destined to be 
destroyed ..."  

 

A couple of days later the same year the Veil was rent, and the Sanhedrin had to 
abandon the Chamber of Hewn Stones near the Holy Place in the Temple, which 
was its official seat or location. This Chamber was about 32m southeast of the 
entrance to the Holy Place. In that year the Sanhedrin had to move to another 
location, called "The Trading Place", farther to the east and a much less 
significant spot. This was the time of Y’shua’s crucifixion. To be forced to move 
from a beautiful, gorgeous, awesome location in the Temple to a spot much less 
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beautiful, esteemed, and reverential, must have seemed a terrible "put-down".  
The Talmud says: "Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the 
Sanhedrin was banished (from the Chamber of Hewn Stone) and sat in the 
trading station (on the Temple Mount)" (Shabbat 15a).  
 
Why was the Sanhedrin moved in the very year Y’shua was crucified? It is 
believed that they had been forced to do so because of the damage due to the 
earthquake associated with the crucifixion of Y’shua. They were directly punished 
for their responsibility in handing Y’shua over to the Romans. I believe this was 
evidence of YHWH’s official displeasure with their actions.  
 

There is every reason to believe--though the evidence is circumstantial--that the 
Chamber of Hewn Stones was so damaged in the same earthquake that it 
became structurally unsafe from that time forward. Something like this had to 
have happened because the Sanhedrin would not have left this majestic chamber 
(to take up residence in the insignificant 'Trading Place'). It was forced upon them 
by circumstance.  
 

But this is not all. The events of that year are amazing, when viewed from the 
perspective of almost 2,000 years later. Why did so many abnormal events occur 
during that one single year? Why did so many curses begin that very year? Why 
was the Sanhedrin so obviously rebuked by YHWH that year, by being forced to 
relocate to a much lesser station than that which they previously held? Writes 
Rabbi Leibel Reznick in The Holy Temple Revisited:  
 

"Although this was the largest structure on top of the entire Temple 
Mount, the purpose and function of the Basilica is not recorded anywhere. 
The Talmud tells us that when the Sanhedrin (Supreme Court) ceased to 
judge capital offences, they moved from the Supreme Court chambers 
to the ‘shopping mall’ (Rosh HaShana 31a). This shopping mall was 
located on the Temple Mount (Rashi) ... Perhaps this shopping mall was 
located within the Royal Basilica. Because this area was built on Herod’s 
extension, it did not have the sanctity of the Temple itself, and commerce 
would have been permitted." (Jason Aronson, Inc., Northvale, New 
Jersey, 1993, p.69).  

 

The year the Sanhedrin was moved was the year Y’shua was crucified. This was 
also the year they ceased to judge capital offences! This authority was 
thenceforth removed from their purview, denied to them--another withering rebuke 
to the sages of the Court which so injudiciously and intemperately misjudged the 
Messiah Himself! Writes Craig Blomberg of this event:  
 

"... the claim that the Romans retained the sole right of capital punishment 
(John 18:31) has often been termed a Johanine error, especially in view 
of the counter-example in the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:58). But this right 
is strikingly confirmed by a passage in the Talmud, which says that 
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capital punishment had been taken from the Jews forty years before 
the destruction of the temple in A.D.70 (pSanh. 1:1,7:2). Stephen’s 
stoning reads more like mob action which defied technical legalities" - 
(The Historical Reliability of the Gospels, by Craig Blomberg, Inter-Varsity 
Press, 1987, p. 179).  

 

It was the very year of the crucifixion that the Jews were denied the right to 
perform capital punishment by the Romans. When the members of the Jewish 
Supreme Court brought Y’shua to Pilate, he told them: "Take him and judge him 
according to your law." But they replied, "It is not lawful for us to put any man to 
death"

68
. Yet they connived and pressured Pilate and stirred up the crowd to 

demand the crucifixion of Y’shua the Messiah, the Anointed One of YHWH
69
.  

 

Great trouble and trial has come upon the Jewish nation ever since this moment 
that was frozen in time in the year of Y’shua’s crucifixion. As He was led away to 
be crucified, Y’shua told the women of Jerusalem:  
 

"Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and 
for your children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they 
shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the 
paps which never gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the 
mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these 
things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?"

70
  

 

Truly this came to pass, linking everything to that memorable year of ill repute!  
 

B. The Mystery of the Rent Veil 
 

Why did YHWH rent the Veil from top to bottom?  
 

Tearing one’s clothing, especially in front of a crowd, is a powerful expression of 
pain and sorrow in biblical custom. The practices involved in Jewish mourning do 
not try to minimize pain or hide it from public view. The Torah acknowledges the 
emotional turmoil (and often anger) that a mourner feels and provides a 
framework for its expression. In fact, tearing clothes highlights the mourner’s grief 
and encourages him to express it.

71
 

 

The Torah mentions many examples of tearing one’s clothing when mourning. 
Jacob rent his garments when he assumed Joseph was dead, after seeing his 
bloodstained cloak.

72
 King David tore his clothes when King Saul died

73
 and the 

ever-suffering Job ripped his cloak
74
 as a sign of mourning.

75
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A mourner must tear his clothing until he exposes his heart. This conspicuous 
sign of his torn shirt represents the broken heart of the mourner.

76
 It also shows 

that the mourner can no longer express love to the departed, which is a painful 
realization

77
. As he tears his garment, the mourner shows that his physical 

relationship with the departed has been severed. Keriah (tearing the garments) 
contains a positive message as well. It conveys the duality of mourning. On the 
one hand, death is a painful loss and one expresses that pain by ripping one’s 
garment. On the other hand, a garment is not you; it is only an accessory.

78
  

 

When YHWH allowed His Son to be brutally killed by His own creation, He made 
a way to come out of an enclosed Holy of Holies to enter into us, the new Temple. 
He rent His Veil completely from top to bottom and He moved into us, telling us 
that we do not need an earthly High Priest to go into a confined Holy of Holies 
anymore! Question: What will your answer be to Him one day if you find yourself 
in front of the Great White Throne and He tells you … "I have done everything to 
save you, I have allowed my Son to be brutally murdered, so that I could come to 
you. I made the way, you did not have to do anything, I came to you and knocked 
continuously on your heart’s door because I chose you as my new Temple, but 
you refused me …"  
 

Yes friend, He did everything for you! 
 

C. The Celestial Bodies and their Movements on the Day of the Crucifixion 
 

The celestial bodies and their movements were made to be signs
79
. The 

masculine sun was to rule the day and the feminine moon was made to rule the 
night and its star-studded sky. In this regard, when certain celestial cycles are 
combined with earthly events; the day of the crucifixion gains significance. The 
twenty-eight day cycle of the moon represents the female’s power to bring forth. 
This cycle represents the female’s menstrual cycle.  
 

Each month of the Hebrew calendar begins with the first visible crescent of the 
new moon. It was on the 14

th
 of the year’s first month

80
, in the fullness of the 

moon, that Moshe instituted the Pesach and the eventual day that Messiah was to 
be crucified. The mid-month day of the fourteenth represents the day of ovulation 
or the most fertile day of the month. Like the extensive wedding ceremonies in the 
Mid-East that were scheduled to consummate on the bride’s most fertile day, 
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80
 The first month of the Hebrew religious calendar is called Nisan 
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Y’shua’s crucifixion occurred on this day overshadowing all other events. This act 
of Y’shua enabled the Ruach HaKodesh

81
 to be poured out for the birthing of the 

Church later. 
 

According to Rabbi Paul, the sacrifices of the Temple service were figures/ 
shadows/types/symbols of something better in the heavenly or divine realm. The 
sacrifice of Y’shua on the Mount of Olives has divine meaning as the definitive 
power of YHWH. Here the Mid-Eastern marriage and the feminine gender of the 
Holy Spirit come to the forefront. Rabbi Paul in his superlative epistle to the 
Ephesians, bases the great mystery of Messiah and the church on the union of 
husband and wife

82
.  

 

The final act in the wedding ceremony was for the couple to hang their blood 
spotted bed sheet from the apartment window as proof to the community of 
virginity and consummation

83
. The bloodied sheet was the sign that the bride had 

been accepted as a member of a new family and the husband and wife had 
entered wholeness. Then the husband and wife were considered to have been 
made whole when the wife conceived and brought forth children. In the 
summation of all things, what does this mean?  
 

Above the Temple and all Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives, Y’shua gave His life 
as the consummate pure blood token of divine union. Here, in the middle of the 
Hebrew’s first month, 14

th
 Nisan, Y’shua hung blood-soaked as the symbol of 

consummation and divine conception. The passion of Solomon’s song was 
fulfilled: the spiritual feminine and the spiritual masculine could now be known as 
one in their eternal embrace. Here in reality is the ultimate symbol of the energetic 
power of consummate union in the realm of the divine masculine and the divine 
feminine. He endured the shame, the pain, and the anguish to show to all 
mankind that YHWH is love. Here is the healing balm for all ages and for all 
realms. Here all sins are forgiven. Here the emotions and intellect become one in 
the heart of the soul. Here the physiology of soul is made whole. Here is salvation 
for the corrupted seed of the first man. Here the Believers and faithful in Messiah 
Y’shua become united in one spirit. Here is the 'one new man' of Ephesians. Here 

                                                           
81
 Holy Spirit 

82
 Eph 5:32 

83
 Excerp from the booklet, Symbols of Restitution in the Eastern Betrothal Contract and Wedding 

Festival by Steve Santini. Also in  Deut 22:15 , 17, and 20. In Matthew 1:19, after Joseph learned that 
Miriam (Mary) was pregnant, yet before he knew that the pregnancy was by the Holy Spirit he 
contemplated breaking the betrothal agreement because he did not want to make her a public 
example as an adulterous woman. The public example would have been the unspotted bed sheet 
hung from their apartment window declaring to the community that Miriam was not a virgin. After he 
was informed that the pregnancy was by the Holy Spirit he knew, that even so, the bed sheet would be 
spotted from the breaking of Miriam’s hymen and it would be an example to the community of her 
virginity. Even so, the hyper religious Pharisees later accused Y’shua of being born of fornication 
because He was born in significantly less time than nine months after the wedding ceremony of 
Joseph and Miriam 
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is the tiny seed that sprouts and grows into the tree of life for the restitution of all 
things. Here is the table from which we now eat and the cup from which we now 
drink. Here, in the cross, is the eternal power of YHWH, from which His children 
were birthed! 
 

D. I will put my Name in the Land of Moriah Forever 
 

All the facts that come from scriptural and historical studies seem to indicate that 
Mount Moriah’s three hills (Jerusalem) is a special place in the economy of 
YHWH. It is completely fitting that all should end up right where it all began.  
 

YHWH said this is the place He would put His name forever. The 21
st
 letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet pronounced Shin (ù which looks like a W) represents one of the 

Name of God and this Name is on all the doorposts in Jerusalem. By itself that 
letter represent Shaddai (shad-dah’ee), meaning "the Almighty". It is used in Gen 
17:1, again connected to Abraham: "And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the YHWH appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect."  
 

Laid down flat, the letter Shin is impressed 
in the valleys between mountains of 
Jerusalem as seen on the picture on the 
right. The Kidron Valley (A) with the Mount 
of Olives on the right, and on the left is the 
Temple Mount with the City of David 
(Mount Zion) below it. (B) is the 
Tyrophoen Valley (Cheesemakers Valley) 
with the Temple Mount on the right and 
the Western Hill on the left, and (C) the 
Hinnom Valley (or Gehenna) flanking to 
the left from the bottom. (Gehenna is the 
Greek word for Lake of Fire in the 
Renewed Covenant, the place where they 
burned children to the god Molech, and in the 
time of Y’shua they burned their trash here. 
There was a perpetual fire because it was the 
garbage dump and place where they threw 
dead animals. They called it hell). God’s 
Name is therefore beautifully created in the 
three valleys around these mountains exactly 
as He said. Not only do we find the ù here but 

we also find the first letter of the Hebrew 
Alphabet à (Aleph), which means "the head" or "Creator God" and represents Av 

(Father) laid out in the valleys. Now get this, the core of this Aleph letter falls 
precisely on the pool of Siloam!  
 

A 
B 

C 

à 
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This is the place from where the Priests drew the water from for the "Water 
Libation Ceremony" during the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles. They took 
this water mixed with wine and trickled it down the side of the Burnt Offering Altar 
(a picture of what came out of Y’shua’s side whilst on the cross

84
) whilst the 

Israelites gaze at it and bless YHWH for the rain and ask His blessing for the next 
season’s rain. This is the very reason why Y’shua uttered the words: "And in the 
last day of the great feast, Y’shua stood and cried out, saying, If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. But He said this concerning the Spirit, 
whom the ones believing into Him were about to receive; for the Holy Spirit was 
not yet given, because Y’shua was not yet glorified. The one believing into Me, as 
the Scripture said, Out of his belly will flow rivers of living water."

85
 Yes, 

friend, even the mountains and valleys proclaim His majesty. 
 

Closing Thoughts  
 

Beaming straight through the parted Veil from the Holy of Holies! Brighter than the 
sun, a brilliant shaft of light of explicit beauty burst from the Judeans’ Temple 
across the Kidron Valley and illuminates this Galilean suspended in death on the 
Mount of Olives who had just before cried out with a loud voice, "It is finished!"

86
. 

 

What a sight that must have been on that weathered old Olive Mountain! Now we 
can begin to understand how the Centurion saw that the Veil was torn and the 
magnificence of this extraordinary Mountain. The Brilliance of the Glory of 
YHWH—the Shechinah—burst through the opening of the parted Veil to come to 
you. What a dramatic event. How much more dynamic and glorifying than the two 
'traditional' scenarios. Imagine being the Centurion, he was terrified beyond 
human understanding. He had just encountered Almighty God face-to-face—the 
Fire—the Shechinah—in Person! Y’shua undoubtly made an indisputable claim to 
be YHWH in human flesh! 
 

If it could be said that there is a physical place on this earth where heaven 
touches the earth, then the Mount of Olives is it! The Stairway to Heaven

87
 is 

Y’shua due to His feet that have already stood on this Mount causing earth-
shattering events to take place, both physically and spiritually. 
 

The message is clear, the pattern will repeat itself, but the second time He comes 
again to this Mountain will be with devastating proportions … are you ready for it?  

                                                           
84
 John 19:34 

85
 John 7:37, 39 

86
 Mark 15:37; John 19:30 

87
 Gen 28:10-19; John 1:51 
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We inform – You choose
88
                                                                                     

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
89
 

 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Proverbs 25:25 
Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa 

 
 
 
 

Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                              
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us in 

either one of the field of: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  

Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
To find out about our other Products please contact us 

at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         
 
 
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  

you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 

                                                           
88
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's amazing how 
you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading the body of Messiah 
away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox of vantage point. Let us 

remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need to walk a mile or two in our 
Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
89
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of 

God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have 
ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, 
Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition 
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Appendix 
 

The origin of the Roman Church - the Church of the Holy Sepulchure 
 

The site of the Church of the Holy Sepulchure has an intriguing background! It is startling to realize 
that this belief that it is the crucifixion site of our Messiah is based entirely upon a tradition that 
emerged as late as 333 A.D. -- after a lapse of more than three centuries from the date of the actual 
event!  
 

The tradition becomes the more shadowy when it is recalled that, between the time of the crucifixion 
and the date of the supposed discovery of the tomb, the city of Jerusalem had been reduced to a 
virtual rubble-heap by the Romans and, a century later, completely re-planned and rebuilt. Not only 
that, but the ruins became the center, for scores of years, of a Roman army camp. The presence of 
this camp would have prevented anyone from searching for the site of Y’shua's death and burial -- 
especially Christians who would never have been allowed by the authorities to venture anywhere near 
the ruins! It was three hundred years after the death of the Messiah that Macarius, Bishop of 
Jerusalem, excavated a tomb beneath a Roman temple of Venus and, on the slender evidence of the 
members of a then-existing local Christian community, it has been accepted as the authentic 
sepulchure of Y’shua.  
 

In 135 A.D., following the Bar-Kokhba uprising in Palestine, the emperor Hadrian erected this pagan 
temple of Venus over a spot in Jerusalem that the theologians have since claimed was the site of the 
crucifixion and burial of the Messiah. Many scholars today believe Hadrian hated the Christians so 
much that he decided to desecrate the most holy place of their religion. However, as truth would have 
it, the emperor was upset at the Jews, not the Christians! The early church had nothing to do with the 
Bar-Kokhba revolution because it didn't accept Kokhba's claims of being the promised Messiah. In 
fact, there also is evidence to show that Hadrian considered the Messiah to be a holy man and a god; 
and Aelius Lampridius mentioned a report that Hadrian proposed to the Roman Senate that temples to 
the Messiah should be erected throughout the empire. The priests of Rome, however, were afraid that 
the entire world would become Christian if this was approved; so the proposal was squashed. This 
doesn't sound like a man who would purposely desecrate a site of great importance to the Christian 
faith. So whose tomb was he desecrating?  
 

The works of Josephus contain the answer. Prior to the Roman destruction of 70 A.D., Josephus 
visited this area of Jerusalem and mentioned a significant tomb four times, using it as a focal point in 
his description of the war with the Romans. This "significant landmark" was none other than the tomb 
of John Hyrcanus, the famous High Priest ruler of the Jews who reigned from 135 to 104 B.C.! This 
leader had the deep respect of most Jews and symbolized the quest for Jewish liberation from their 
hated Gentile oppressors. In his distaste for the Jews, what better place for Hadrian to desecrate with 
the Temple of Venus than this?  
 

The years slipped by. In 306 A.D., Constantine came to the throne of the Roman Empire and, after 
seeing the famous vision of the flaming cross just before the Battle of Milvian Bridge, he became 
touted as the first Christian emperor. From 312 A.D. onwards, these visions became a regular part of 
Constantine's life; and he began to think of himself as divinely selected to set up the Kingdom of 
YEHOWAH God on earth. All of his major decisions were guided by visions and dreams; and in 326 
A.D., after he had executed his wife and son, Constantine was led to believe that he should erect a 
church at the place of the Messiah's death and resurrection in Jerusalem in atonement for his actions 
against his own family.  
 

In a dream or vision he was informed that the site of Hadrian's Temple of Venus was where he should 
erect his Church of the Holy Sepulchure; and he dispatched his mother Helena to the Holy City to 
determine where this site was. Upon her arrival in Jerusalem, an incredible sequence of events took 
place. Paulinus of Nola, writing in 403 A.D., recounts what happened next: “She [Helena] became 
eager to obtain information solely on the site of the crucifixion. So she sought out not only Christians 
full of learning and holiness, but also the most learned of the Jews to inform her of their native 
wickedness in which, the poor Jews, they even boast. Having summoned them, she assembled them 
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in Jerusalem. Her resolve was strengthened by the unanimous witness of all about the site. There 
was, then, undoubtedly under the impulse of a revelation she had experienced, that she ordered 
digging operations to be prepared on that very site”. -- Letter 31.5.  
 

The wily Jews, knowing full well that the Temple of Venus covered the tomb of John Hyrcanus, went 
along with Constantine's dream and confirmed that this was indeed the place of Y’shua's death and 
burial! In actuality, Helena wanted confirmation of the visions and dreams which she and her son 
Constantine had experienced; and the Jews were more than willing to oblige!  
 

Sozomen, the famous 5th-century church historian, adds some detail: "Some say that the facts [about 
the Messiah's tomb] were first disclosed by a Hebrew who dwelt in the East, and who derived his 
information from some documents which had come down to him by paternal inheritance.” 
(Ecclesiastical History, II. 1). Ironically, the man who supposedly had this historical evidence for the 
site of the Messiah's passion, was a Jew by the name of Judas! According to Ernest L. Martin: “This 
Judas told Helena that the Temple of Venus was the proper site of Christ's crucifixion. Helena then, 
"by an impulse of revelation," had her attendants dig into the ground at the place where Judas told her. 
And amazingly, they came upon three crosses superimposed upon one another. But that wasn't the 
end of it. Nearby was found a tablet which had upon it the exact words which the New Testament said 
Pilate placed above Christ's head. Also found in the same spot was a sponge and a reed like those 
associated with Christ's passion.” -- Secrets of Golgotha, p. 127. Nobody, it seems, questioned the 
fact that these items were in an excellent state of preservation after being buried in the ground for 
some 295 years!! It was a set-up. This clinched the matter for Constantine's mother -- the visions were 
verified, this was the site of the Messiah's death!  
 

The story doesn't end here! Gregory of Tours, in his History of the Franks, records that "the 
venerable wood of the cross was discovered through the zeal of Helena, the Hebrew Judas revealing 
the spot, who was afterwards baptized and named Quiriacus." (I. 36). This wily Jew, who was not 
even a Christian at the time of the "discovery," became famous and was eventually made a Bishop of 
Jerusalem! As a result of Judas' "information" and the visions of Constantine and his mother, the 
Christian world has been worshipping at the tomb of the Jewish High Priest John Hyrcanus for 1,664 
years!! What a fantastic hoax, what irony! The last laugh truly belongs to the Jews!  
 

Finally, the Church of the Holy Sepulchure cannot be the site of the crucifixion because it also falls 
well within the limits of the camp! Remember, the Messiah was put to death "outside the camp"!  

 


