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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 

Throughout the HRTI’s teachings, we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 

Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 

"YaHoVaH" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 

In the 19
th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as YaH-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves. Yah (äé) is 

an abbreviation of God’s name YHWH as seen in Psalm 68:4. The Name is also 
found in the word hallellu-YaH, which means “you praise the LORD”). 
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Messianic Chanukah Haggadah  
 
Introduction 
 

Chanukah is a beautiful holy day which was celebrated by Y’shua Himself. 
Even today it is celebrated by Jewish people and Gentile Believers. Many 
Believers know Scripture well enough to know that this holy day is 
prophetically mentioned in the book of Daniel.  
 

Most surprising to both the Jewish and the Christian communities is that 
the clearest mention of Chanukah in the Bible is in the Fulfilled Covenant

1
! 

"Then came Chanukah in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Y’shua was 
walking around inside the Temple area, in Solomon’s Colonnade" (John 
10:22–23). 
 

The Jewish people, who normally celebrate this holy day, have scant 
biblical references for it; yet the people who do not normally celebrate 
Chanukah have the most explicit reference to it in the Fulfilled Covenant! 
This brings us to the core reason why Believers in Messiah Y’shua might 
want to understand and celebrate this holy day. The Messiah celebrated it!  
 

Not only did Y’shua celebrate Chanukah, but He observed it in the same 
Temple that had been cleansed and rededicated just a few generations 
earlier under the Maccabee brothers.  
 

Many Jewish scholars see a deeper spiritual meaning to Chanukah. The 
editors of the popular Artscroll Mesorah Series state: "Then, the light is 
kindled to give inspiration, for the light of Messiah must burn brightly in our 
hearts" (Chanukah, Mesorah Publications, Brooklyn, 1981, p. 104). 
 

This is a logical conclusion. Because Chanukah is a celebration of 
deliverance, it has also become a time to express Messianic hope. Just 
like the Maccabees were used by YHWH to redeem Israel, perhaps the 
greatest redeemer—the Messiah—would also come at this time! 
 

With this understanding, we more fully appreciate the scenes that unfolded 
as Y’shua celebrated the feast 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem. Amidst the 
festivities, Y’shua was approached by some rabbis who asked a simple 
question: "How much longer are you going to keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us publicly" (John 10:24). The answer to this very 
appropriate question is contained in Y’shua’s fundamental Chanukah 
message. He clearly reiterates His claim and the proofs of His 
Messiahship as can clearly be seen in John 10:25–39.  
 

                                                           
1
 You get the Old Covenant, better known as the Original Covenant (O.T.), and the New 
Covenant, better known as the fulfilled Covenant which most Christians call the New 
Testament (N.T.). 
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The feast that Y’shua celebrated—Chanukah—and the Pagan feast that 
that was adopted by the Roman church in 325 C.E. after Messiah walked 
the earth; namely, "Christmas", which YHWH forbids us to celebrate (Jer 
10:3-5) runs parallel in time in the month of December. Now, which one 
will you celebrate?  
  
For Background Reading only—not part of the Haggadah 
 

The story of Chanukah begins with the reign of Alexander the Great. 
Alexander conquered Syria, Egypt and Palestine; but allowed the people 
of the lands under his control to continue observing their own religions and 
retain a certain degree of autonomy. Under this relatively benevolent rule, 
many Jews assimilated into much of Hellenistic culture—adopting the 
language, the customs and the dress of the Greeks, in much the same 
way that Jews in the Western world today blend into the secular Western 
society.  
 

After Alexander the Great died, his kingdoms were divided into four parts 
and were taken over by his four generals. His four generals were 
Lysimachus, Cassander, Seleucus, and Ptolemy. Lysimachus received 
Thrace and most of Asia Minor. Cassander obtained Macedonia and 
Greece. Ptolemy was given Egypt, Palestine, Cilicia, Petra, and Cyprus; 
while Seleucus controlled the rest of Asia: Syria, Babylon, Persia, and 
India.

2
  

 

Judea was part of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt until 200 BCE,
3
 when 

King Antiochus III the Great of Syria defeated King Ptolemy V Epiphanes 
of Egypt at the Battle of Panion.  Judea became, at that moment, part of 
the Seleucid Empire of Syria. King Antiochus III the Great, wanting to 
conciliate his new Jewish subjects, guaranteed their right to "live according 
to their ancestral customs" and to continue to practice their religion in the 
Temple of Jerusalem. However, in 175 BCE, Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the 
son of Antiochus III invaded Judea, apparently at the request of the sons 
of Tobias. The Tobiads, who led the Hellenizing Jewish faction in 
Jerusalem, were expelled to Syria around 170 BC when the high priest 

                                                           
2
 In Daniel 8, Daniel has a vision predicting the coming reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, whose 
reign of terror brings about the Maccabean revolt and the institution of the festival of 
Chanukah. At the time of his vision, Daniel is an exile in Babylon (8:1). The Babylonian reign 
ends in 539 BCE when the Medo-Persians take control (the ram with two horns, 8:3, 20). The 
Persians grow dominant (the longer horn, 8:3). The Greeks replace the Persians when 
Alexander the Great sweeps through the known world in approximately the 330’s BC and 
ushers in the Hellenistic age (the goat with the prominent horn, 8:5-8, 21). After his death at 
the age of 32, his kingdom is divided between his four generals (8:8, 22). 
3
 BCE stands for "Before the Common Era" and it is basically equivalent to "BC", except that 
it doesn't have the Christian religious connotations of BC. That makes the usage preferable 
for Orthodox Jewish scholars. Similarly, the abbreviation C.E. means "the Common Era" 
which is equivalent to the Christians’ A.D. 
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Onias and his pro-Egyptian faction wrested control from them. The exiled 
Tobiads convinced Antiochus IV Epiphanes to recapture Jerusalem. As the 
ancient Jewish historian Flavius Josephus tells us, "The king being thereto 
disposed beforehand, complied with them, and came upon the Jews with a 
great army, and took their city by force, and slew a great multitude of those 
that favoured Ptolemy, and sent out his soldiers to plunder them without 
mercy. He also spoiled the Temple, and put a stop to the constant practice 
of offering a daily sacrifice of expiation for three years and six months."  
 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes then placed a Hellenistic
4
 priest in the Jewish 

Temple, prohibiting the practice of the Jewish religion and desecrating the 
Temple by requiring the sacrifice of pigs (a non-kosher animal) on the 
altar.  
 

Two groups opposed Antiochus: a basically nationalistic group led by 
Mattathias the Hasmonean and his son Judah Maccabee,

5
 and a religious 

traditionalist group known as the Chasidim
6
—the forerunners of the 

Pharisees (no direct connection to the modern movement known as 
Chasidism). They joined forces in a revolt against both the assimilation of 
the Hellenistic Jews and oppression by the Selucid Greek government. 
The revolution succeeded and the Temple was rededicated.  
 

According to tradition as recorded in the Talmud, at the time of the re-
dedication, there was very little oil left that had not been defiled by the 
Greeks. Oil was needed for the menorah (candelabrum) in the Temple, 
which was supposed to burn throughout the night every night. There was 
only enough oil to burn for one day; yet miraculously, it burned for eight 
days—the time needed to prepare a fresh supply of oil for the menorah. An 
eight day festival was declared to commemorate this miracle. Note that the 
holiday commemorates the miracle of the oil, not the military victory: Jews 
do not glorify war. Jews do not celebrate war or the spilling of blood. 
 

Traditionally, during this time it was the Greek’s Sacred Festival of the 
worship of Zeus (which the Jews disavowed), that later was taken over by 
the Roman Empire and adopted by the Roman Catholic Church as 
Christmas—the feast YHWH forbids us to keep!  
 

                                                           
4
 Grecian 
5
 Additional information: Chanukah did not originate with Moses, nor is it even mandated in 
the Bible. It is found in the books of First and Second Macabees in the Apocrypha, the books 
written in the 400 year "silence" between the Old Covenant and the Fulfilled Covenant. God 
was not silent during these years, however. He was still at work fulfilling His promises and 
preserving His people.  
6
 A branch of Orthodox Judaism that maintains a lifestyle separate from the non-Jewish world 
and emphasizes personal experiences and mysticism as well as a strict rabbinic 
interpretation of Jewish law. 
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Chanukah is also known as the "Feast of Lights", and there are a number 
of proper spellings of this holiday. Much of the differences come from 
varying translations of the Hebrew, but all of these spellings are 
considered correct: 
 

• Chanukah  

• Hanukkah (most common in the U.S.)  

• Hanukah  

• Chanuka  

• Chanukkah  

• Hanuka  

• Channukah  

• Hanukka  

• Khanike  
 
Traditional Jewish Observance 
 

Chanukah is an enjoyable holy day with many meaningful customs. Every 
year, starting on the twenty-fifth of the Hebrew month Kislev (normally in 
December), the Jewish community begins its eight-day celebration. The 
holy day focuses on the hanukkiyah, the nine-branched Hanukkah 
menorah. The usual menorah, like the modern symbol of the State of 
Israel, is seven-branched. Eight branches remind us of the eight-day 
miracle of oil; and, the appropriate numbers of candles are kindled each 
day. The ninth branch (in the center with four branches on either side) 
stands out. It is used to light the other candles and is called the shamash.

7
  

 

The menorah is lit after dark, usually in connection with a festive meal. 
After the blessings are said, it is traditional for Jews to sing holiday songs. 
Then they enjoy the meal with its traditional foods. Because of the miracle 
of the oil, it is customary to eat foods cooked in oil, such as latkes (potato 
pancakes) and sufganiot (Israeli doughnuts). It may not be the best for our 
diets, but it is a delicious way to remember the miracle of YHWH at 
Chanukah!  
 

Another reminder of the miracle of this holy day is the game of dreidels. 
These wooden or plastic tops have different Hebrew letters on each of 
their four sides: Nun, Gimel, Hey, and Shin standing for the phrase Nes 
Gadol Hayah Sham ("A Great Miracle Happened There")—more detail on 
this later. There is, however, an interesting story behind the dreidel.  
 

It is said that the Jewish children of Judea during the Maccabean period 
wanted to study Torah, but the anti-Semitic policies of the Syrians made 
this difficult. They came up with a creative answer: they would study the 

                                                           
7
 Hebrew for "servant." 
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scrolls in the streets until a foreign soldier came. Then they would quickly 
hide the scroll, bring out the dreidels, and pretend to be engrossed in a 
game of tops! When the soldier left, the Torah study would begin again.  
 

In modern celebration, dreidels are played with for fun. Each Hebrew letter 
has its own value for keeping score which will be explained later. Children 
are given Hanukkah gelt (money); which is usually foil-covered chocolate 
coins they use to bet with to make the game more interesting. 
 

More recently, the custom of giving gifts has found its way into the 
celebration of this joyous festival. Many families give real Chanukah gelt 
(money) to children. There is nothing wrong with these traditions. They are 
a Jewish adaptation in contrast to the Christmas pagan gift-giving custom.  
 

Often people try to establish a connection between Christmas and 
Chanukah, simply because they occur at the same time. However, they 
celebrate two entirely different events: Chanukah is the conception of 
Messiah Y’shua; Christmas is the celebration of the rebirth of the sun on 
25 December; this is none other than full-blown sun-god worship. It may 
come as a shock to you, but please Google the origin of Christmas 
yourself to get the answer.  

 
Reasons Why Chanukah is Celebrated 
 

Chanukah is actually not as well known as the other Jewish holidays like 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, or Pesach. The minor significance may be 
due to the fact that the story is not related in Jewish Scripture—the 
Original Covenant—but instead in the Fulfilled Covenant and in the book of 
Maccabees from the Apocropha. 
 

The Tabernacle and Temples are Shadows and Types of Messiah: 
  

YHWH, through the angel Gabri-el, dedicated Y’shua at conception to be 
the ultimate Temple. "Chanukah" is a Hebrew word meaning dedication. 
The term is found in Num 7:10, 11, 84, & 88, 2 Chron 7:9, Ezra 6:16-17, 
Neh 12:27, Psalm 30:1, and John 10:22 (translated into Greek egkainia, 
thence into English Feast of Dedication). Psalm 30 is Biblically titled: A 
Psalm for Chanukah/Dedication of the Temple. Following the listing of Holy 
Days in Leviticus 23, the elements of Chanukah appear for the dedication 
of the Tabernacle: "Command the sons of Israel that they bring to you 
clear oil from beaten olives for the light, to make a lamp burn continually."

8
 

  

The Tabernacle and Temple were to be built exactly according to the 
pattern from heaven, because they were shadows and types of Messiah

9
 

and the fulfillment is in Rev 21:22: "And I saw no temple therein: for the 

                                                           
8
 Lev 24:1-9 
9
 Heb 9:11, Exod 25:4 
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Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it". Chanukah was 
therefore a shadow and a type in the Old, and the heavenly living Temple 
of God after which the former was patterned. 
 

The Significance of the Olive Oil: 
 

The oil used in the Temple menorahs (candelabra), a major symbol in the 
celebration of Chanukah, is symbolic of the Spirit of YHWH by which 
Y’shua was conceived to be the Light of the World. The Chanukah dreidel, 
which proclaims "A great miracle happened there," refers to the lasting 
menorah oil—symbolizing the miracle of the virgin’s conception of the 
eternal Messiah by the Spirit of YHWH. 
  

The Timing Factor of Messiah is the Priestly Course of Abia: 
 

When Zechariah was ministering in the Temple, he received an 
announcement from YHWH of a coming Son. The second course of Abia, 
when Zechariah was ministering, was a week in the middle of the Hebrew 
month Sivan (May/June). If Zechariah’s promised son—John the Immerser 
—were conceived soon thereafter; then Y’shua’s conception, which was 
six months later, is late Kislev to early Tevet

10
 (December), exactly at 

Chanukah (the Feast of Dedication). His birth nine months later would 
thence be at mid Tishri (September)—at the Feast of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles). YHWH gave us the details of the exact timing—the priestly 
course of Abia and the 6 month time period—in Luke 1:5-36. 
 

The Priestly Courses are given in 1 Chron 24:7-19. In summary, the first 
two courses served one week each—then all Priests together served at 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Pesach), due to the volume of pilgrimage 
coming for the feast. The next five courses served one week each—then 
again all Priests together served at the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot/ 
Pentecost). The eighth course of Abia (Abijah) arrived in mid-Sivan, and it 
was during this course that Zechariah served. 
  

The Dedication of Y’shua on Chanukah as Messiah: 
 

Y’shua used Chanukah, the winter Feast of Dedication of the Holy Temple, 
as an occasion to explain how He was sanctified and sent into the world as 
Messiah. 
 

"And it was at Jerusalem at the Feast of the Dedication (Chanukah), and it 
was winter. And Y’shua walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. Then the 
Jews came round about him, and said to him, ‘How long will you make us 
to doubt? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly… do you say of Him, whom 

                                                           
10
 Hebrew months which match with the Western month December. 
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the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' 
because I said, 'I am the Son of God '?"

11
  

  

The Birth of Y’shua on Sukkot: 
  

The prophet Micah wrote that He was destined to be born in Beth-Lechem 
(Bethlehem)—the House of Bread.

12
  YHWH called Him the Bread from 

Heaven,
13
 though men say Manna.

14
 It was because of Micah’s prophecy 

that King Herod had the children of Bethlehem killed, to protect his throne 
against the coming Promised King. 
  

The sages who translated the Septuagint taught from the prophet Isaiah 
that He would be born of a virgin

15
 and would be called Immanuel—God 

with Us. 
  

In the expected time and place, on the Festival of Sukkot, in a succah 
(tabernacle, temporary dwelling) where Passover lambs were raised in the 
city of the shepherd David, a Son was born to a virgin descended from that 
Messiah David.

16
 At an angel’s command,

17
 He was named Y’shua— 

meaning "YaH is Salvation."
18
 God would dwell with us in a succah of 

humanity that would be bruised by the serpent, then crush that old serpent! 
  

Yochanan (John) tells us that the Word (of God) became flesh and "dwelt 
in a succah" (tabernacled) among us.

19
 The author views Sukkot as 

figurative of Messiah’s coming to dwell among His people—this reference 
is not submitted as proof of a dogmatic date. 
  

The month of Tishri (Sukkot begins on Tishri 15—in the fall) also fits with 
the season of shepherds being out with their flocks by night, as they were 
when Y’shua was born—during winter the lambs are kept indoors. 
  

Later in His life, Y’shua celebrated His birthday on a mountain with three of 
His disciples.

20
  In contrast to birthday parties, such as Herod’s,

21
 when 

people were killed for entertainment, His was a celebration of life. On the 
Festival of Sukkot, Moses and Elijah, from centuries past—representatives 
of the Torah and the Prophets—appeared and talked with Y’shua. One 

                                                           
11
 John 10:22-36 

12
 Micah 5:2 

13
 John 6:32-36 

14
 Exod 16:31 

15
 Isaiah 7:14 

16
 Matthew 1, Luke 3:23-38 

17
 Matt 1:21 

18
 Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves. Yah (יה) is an abbreviation of 
God’s name YHWH as seen in Psalm 68:4. The Name is also found in the word hallellu-YaH, 
which means “you praise the LORD” 
19
 John 1:14 

20
 Matt 17:1-9, Mark 9:1-10 

21
 Matt 14:6-12 
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disciple, Kepha (Peter), suggested building three sukkot for Y’shua, 
Moses, and Elijah because it was required for the festival—but he did not 
understand

22
 that these three were fulfilling that which the festival 

symbolized: they were dwelling in their sukkot (temporary tabernacles) of 
flesh, awaiting their eternal resurrection temples! 
  

Eighth Day Circumcision and Naming of Y’shua: 
  

Immediately following the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles is 
Shimini Atzeret—the Eighth Day, a Holy Day.

23
  

  

According to the Torah, a Jewish male child is to be circumcised on his 
eighth day of life.

24
 Y’shua was circumcised and named on His eighth day 

after birth, as symbolized by Shimini Atzeret: "And when eight days had 
passed for His circumcision, His name was then called Y’shua, the name 
given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb."

25
 

  

The Drawing Out of the Living Waters: 
  

The Rabbis teach "Whoever did not see the rejoicing of (this water drawing 
ceremony) never saw rejoicing in his lifetime" – Mishnah: Sukkah 5:1. 
  

On each of the seven days of the Feast of Sukkot, the High Priest took a 
golden pitcher and filled it with water drawn from the Pool of Siloam. It was 
brought into the Temple through the Water Gate (hence the name), and 
poured into a bowl at the Altar, alongside the pouring of the wine, during 
the daily burnt-offering.

26
  This water libation ceremony was performed 

only during Sukkot. 
  

The Jewish liturgy book the Talmud states in Sukkah 4:4: "Why is the 
name of it called the Drawing Out of Water? Because of the pouring out 
of the Holy Spirit, according to what is said: ‘With joy shall ye draw out of 
the wells of salvation’ (Isaiah 12:3)". 
 

Y’shua fulfilled this as well: "Now on the last day, the great day of the 
feast, Y’shua stood and cried out, saying, "If any man is thirsty, let him 
come to Me and drink. "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 
‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’" But this He 
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for 
the Spirit was not yet given, because Y’shua was not yet glorified."

27
  

  

                                                           
22
 Mark 9:6 

23
 Lev 23:36 

24
 Lev 12:2 

25
 Luke 2:21 

26
 Talmud: Sukkah 4:9 

27
 John 7:37-39 
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Y’shua the Light of the World: 
  

At the end of the first day of the Feast, three eighty foot high golden 
lampstands were set up in the Temple’s Women Court. Four golden bowls 
were placed on each stand, and four ladders rested against each. A youth 
of priestly descent stood at the top of each ladder, pouring oil from a 38 
liter(?) (ten-gallon) pitcher into the bowl.

28
  The worn-out liturgical 

garments of Priests were used for wicks. The light from these lampstands 
was so bright that it was stated, "There was no courtyard in Jerusalem that 
was not lit up with the light at the water-well ceremony"—Talmud: Sukkah 
5:3. 
  

Y’shua spoke publicly on Sukkot during this ceremony, saying, "I am the 
light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but 
shall have the light of life."

29
  

  

Chanukah Haggadah 
 

Preparations: Make sure from the internet or any other source when it is 
the start of Chanukah. Note that the only religious observance related to 
the holiday is the lighting of candles. The candles are arranged in a 
menorah (or sometimes called a chanukkiah) that holds nine candles: one 
for each night, plus a shammus ("servant") at a different height. The 
shammus candle is at a different height so that it is easily identified as the 
shammus and is always lit first. On the first night, one candle is placed, 
always starting at the far right side. The shammus is then used to light the 
first candle and placed in its own holder. Every night one candle is added 
to the number of candles on the menorah. So the second night there would 
be two candles placed from right to left (like Hebrew writing). By the last 
night, eight candles are being lit. The candle(s) are to burn out on their 
own (but they must remain lit for at least 30 minutes). Make sure you have 
enough candles. Note that the menorah must be in a window exposed to 
the street so that your neighbours can see the candles burning; meaning, 
so that we can become the light of the world and proclaim the message of 
Y’shua in every possible way. 
 

Spiritual Food: Study the history of Chanukah from various books on 
what the Jews went through. Read all the applicable verses from Daniel 
chapter 8 and how his prophecy was fulfilled in world history. Read John 
chapter 10 and ponder on Y’shua’s actions and words while He was in the 
Temple during that time.  
 

                                                           
28
 Talmud: Sukkah 5:3 

29
 John 8:12 
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Physical Food: It is a custom to eat foods fried or baked in oil (preferably 
olive oil), as the original miracle of the Chanukah menorah involved the 
discovery of a small flask of pure olive oil used by the Jewish High Priest, 
the Kohen Gadol. This small batch of olive oil was only supposed to last 
one day, and instead it lasted eight. Make Latkes, frying in olive oil; i.e., 
Shredded potatoes and grated onions are bound with flour, salt and eggs, 
then fried in oil to make delicious potato pancakes that are crispy on the 
outside and tender on the inside. There is also a tradition of eating cheese 
products on Chanukah that is recorded in rabbinic literature. Another 
custom is eating all kinds of jam-filled doughnuts and fritters which are also 
deep-fried in oil. Bakeries in Israel have popularized many new types of 
fillings besides the traditional strawberry jelly filling, including chocolate 
cream, vanilla cream, cappucino and others. In recent years, they have 
also downsized to eats containing half the calories of the regular, 400-to-
600-calorie versions.  
 

Table preparation: No specific guidelines except for lots of oily foods—oh 
boy! 
 

Dress Code: It is an eight day festival and really a joyous gathering for 
family and friends. No special dress codes are required and you do not 
really have to gather with friends every single night of the feast. 
 

Other preparations: Some families play dreidel, a gambling game played 
with a square top marked with four Hebrew letters. It’s a four-sided 
dancing "cool" top. You give it a twist and it will dance, spin and prance. 
When out of energy, the top will then gently fall on one of its four Hebrew 
letters. 
 

This dancing top has a magnificent story to tell. Each of its four sides has 
one Hebrew letter - Nun, Gimmel, Hay or Shin. These letters stand for the 
Hebrew words: "Nes Gadol Haya Sham" which in English this means, "A 
great miracle happened there." 
  

Firstly, the miracle of the cleansing of the Holy Temple with the one day 
amount of oil that burned for eight days and nights till fresh oil was 
produced. Secondly, a Jewish girl named Miryam (Mary in English) was 
visited by an angel. She was told that, while still a virgin, she would 
conceive a child by the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit)—think of it, a child 
dedicated to be the Holy Temple of YHWH, "A great miracle happened 
there!" 
  

Four Hebrew letters make up the sprightly Chanukah game. Each player 
places some candies or some money into a kitty. Now, spin the dreidel and 
follow the instructions. May the player with the best and longest spin win! 
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The four letters on the top are listed on the left. 
The Nun (on the far left) means "nisht" or nothing, 
meaning you win nothing and lose nothing. The 
next one is the Gimel and means "gantz" – 
meaning you take all in the kitty. The He 
(pronounced, "hay") means "half"—meaning you 
take half in the kitty. Shin means "shel Tzu" or put 
one item or coin in the kitty. 
 

It is also common for children to receive chocolate 
coins that are referred to as "gelt" as a treat. 
Traditionally, "gelt" was the only gift of the holiday, 
and it was actually small amounts of money. 
Today, many parents give their children gifts to 
celebrate the holiday—the first day one small gift 

and then it grows to the eighth "big" one on the last day of the feast. Now 
isn’t that better than the pagan feast of Christmas? 
 

 

Chanukah Proceedings 
 

Head: Welcome all present. 

 
 

Head: The menorah is placed where outsiders may see it through a 
window. The head calls all participants closer to light the shammus candle. 
The candles are lit only after sunset. 
 

 
 

Head: The head explains that three berakhot (blessings) are now recited:  
 

1)  L'hadlik neir – a general prayer over candles,  
2)  She-asah nisim – a prayer thanking YHWH for performing miracles for 
our ancestors at this time), and  

3) She-hekhianu – a general prayer thanking YHWH for allowing us to 
reach this time of year.  

 

The head now lights the shammus candle first. While holding the 
shammus candle, any participant recites the three blessings. 
 
Any Participant:  Blessed are You, YHWH our God, King of the universe,    

Who sanctified us by Your Word,  
and taught us to kindle Chanukah lights. 
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Barukh Attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, 
Asher Kideshanu Bemitzvotav, 

Vetzvianu Lehadlik Ner Shel Chanukah 
 

Blessed are You, YHWH our God, King of the universe,  
Who performed miracles for our ancestors long ago at this season. 

 
Barukh Attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, 
She’asah Nissim La’avoteinu Bayamim Hahem, 

Ba-zeman Hazzeh 
 

Blessed are you, YHWH our God, king of the universe,  
Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season 

 
Barukh Attah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, 

She-hecheyanu v’ki-yemanu v’higianu lazeman hazeh. 
 

 
 

Head: Use the shammus to light the first Chanukah candle next to the 
shammus. Candles should be left burning until they go out on their own. 
They must burn for more than half an hour. Standard Chanukah candles 
burn for about an hour. 
 

(Each night, another candle is added from right to left (like the Hebrew 
language). Candles are then lit from left to right (because you pay honour 
to the newer thing first). On the eighth night, all nine candles (the 8 
Chanukah candles and the shammus) are lit).  
 

 
 

Head: The head invites all to the table where the feast begins. Eats are 
served while the origin of the feast is explained and discussed between the 
participants on an informal basis. 
 

Every night a different topic can be discussed as follows:  
 

First night: The history and origin of Chanukah as from Alexander the 
Great’s time. 
 

Second night: The traditional Jewish observance. 
 

Third night: The Tabernacle and Temples are shadows and types of 
Messiah. 
 

Fourth night: The Significance of the olive oil and the timing factor of 
Messiah in the Priestly Course of Abia. 
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Fifth night: The dedication of Y’shua on Chanukah as Messiah and the 
birth of Y’shua on Sukkot. 
 

Sixth night: Eighth day circumcision and naming of Y’shua, the 
drawing out of the Living Waters, and Y’shua as the Light of the World. 
 

Seventh night: What the dreidel is and why people play it. 
 

Eighth night: Why do we give gifts during this time? 
 

 
 

Head: After the meal, dessert is served with coffee or tea. While relaxing, 
participants can play dreidel if they so wish. It is customary in many homes 
to play the dreidel game: Each player starts out with 10 or 15 coins (real or 
of chocolate), nuts, raisins, candies or other markers, and places one 
marker in the "kitty." The first player spins the dreidel, and depending on 
which side the dreidel falls on, either wins a marker from the kitty or gives 
up part of his stash. The game may last until one person has won 
everything. 
 

 
 

Head: After coffee and tea, the parents give the gifts to their children. 
 

 
 

The second night is a repeat of the first, and all the other nights follow the 
same proceedings till night eight. 
 
Conclusion  
 

As with all the biblical holy days, there are spiritual lessons to be learned 
from Chanukah—light, courage, and faith, to name a few. Perhaps the 
most vital one is seen in its name.  
 

This festival commemorates a time when the true worship of YHWH was 
restored in Jerusalem. The Temple in Jerusalem no longer stands today. 
The heart of each true Believer in Y’shua the Messiah and Saviour is the 
temple where the Spirit of YHWH dwells. Too often, Believers endanger 
the cleanliness of this Temple by allowing idolatry into their lives. Hence 
the timeless exhortation from Scripture:  
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Run from sexual immorality! Every other sin a person commits is 
outside the body, but the fornicator sins against his own body. Or 
don’t you know that your body is a Temple for the Ruach HaKodesh 
(the Holy Spirit) who lives inside you, whom you received from God? 
The fact is, you don’t belong to yourselves; for you were bought at a 
price. So use your bodies to glorify God (I Cor 6:18–20). 

 

May we indeed be temples for the Messiah, cleansed and dedicated for 
the Master’s use, forever! 
 
 

Something mind-boggling is happening right now before our eyes!  
What can only be seen as a sovereign work of the Ruach HaKodesh is 
breaking forth as Christians around the world are working to restore the 
Hebrew foundations of Christianity. After being stained for more than 
eighteen centuries by Judaeophobia, anti-Judaism, and anti-Semitism, 

Christianity is being impacted by an unprecedented revolution of 
restoration. Scholars, clergy, and laity from virtually every nationality, 

ethnicity, and denomination are reconnecting their faith in                        
Messiah Y’shua with its historical Hebraic roots. 

 
Hallelu-YAH! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We inform – You choose
30
                                                                             

Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"
31
 

 
 

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. Proverbs 25:25 
Thank you that we may minister to you from the Southern point of Africa 

 

                                                           
30
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah; when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 

of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
31
 Matt 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Matt 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, 
he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your 
tradition. Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that 
ye may keep your own tradition 
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Contact us for Distance Learning in your Own Time from your                     
Own House. You do it by sending your Assignments Electronically to us 

in either one of the field of: 
Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  

Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
Certificate to Doctorate. 

 
 

To find out about our other Products please contact us 
at http://www.hrti.co.za and click on “HRTI’s PRODUCTS”                                         

 
 
 
 
 

That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 
 
 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 
 
 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE BE SO KIND TO DISTRIBUTE A COUPLE OF THESE BOOKS 
 AS PART OF YOUR TITHING 


