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Preface 

YHWH “God” has called us to do two things. First, we are to never give up 
studying and seeking the correct interpretation of any given Bible passage. 
Second, such opportunities are golden moments for us to learn to show 
grace and love to others whose understanding of a given passage may 
differ from ours. 
 
Throughout the HRTI’s teachings we use a slightly different vocabulary to 
that which some might be accustomed. We have chosen to use what many 
refer to as a Messianic vocabulary. The reasons being: Firstly, using 
Hebraic-sounding words is another way to help you associate with the 
Hebraic Roots of your faith. Secondly, these words are not merely an 
outward show for us, they are truly an expression of who we are as 
Messianic Jews and Gentiles who have "taken hold" of our inheritance with 
Israel.  
 
Instead of saying "Jesus," we call our Saviour "Y’shua," the way His 
parents would have addressed Him in Hebrew. In addition, rather than 
referring to Y’shua as "Christ," we use the word "Messiah," which is an 
Anglicized version of the Hebrew word, Moshiach.  
 
"Yahovah" is the name of God in Hebrew, where it is written as four 
consonants (YHWH or YHVH, as the W and V is derived from the same 
Hebrew letter ‘Vaw’). These four letters are called the Tetragrammaton 
(Greek for "[a word] having four letters). Jews ceased to use the name in 
the Greco-Roman period, replacing it with the common noun Elohim, 
“God,” to demonstrate the universal sovereignty of Israel’s God over all 
others; at the same time, the divine name was increasingly regarded as 
too sacred to be uttered, and was replaced in spoken ritual by the word 
Adonai (“My Lord”). From about the 6

th
 to the 10

th
 century the Masoretes, 

Jewish scholars who were the first to add vowels to the text of the Hebrew 
Bible, used the vowel signs of the Hebrew words Adonai or Elohim as the 
vowels for YHWH, and later on the artificial name Jehovah was produced. 
Christian scholars and translators after the Renaissance and Reformation 
periods replaced the sacred name YHWH with GOD and LORD (all in 
capital letters in the Bible); which was a strategic move of Satan as to not 
using the Name. The Sacred Name occurs 6,828 times in the Hebrew text 
of the Bible, proving YHWH wants us to use it.  
 
In the 19

th
 and 20

th
 centuries, biblical scholars again began to use the form 

Yahweh; and it is now the conventional usage in biblical scholarship, but 
leading Hebrew Scholars suggest YHWH should be pronounced as Yah-
oo-VaH (Y’shua is derived from YaH-shuvah which means YaH saves). 
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YHWH said you may cut your beard 
 
Introduction 
 
The Spirit of Elohim impresses upon His people in these last days the 
need to believe and obey His Word.  This includes the Torah - which is 
usually referred to as the "Law."  "Torah" is better translated as 
"instruction."    
 
Those who take seriously what Y’shua said to His disciples, "If you love 
me you will obey my commandments (Torah

1
)," realize that "His 

commandments" are not just those He gave to His New Covenant 
disciples.  On the contrary, Y’shua gave His people Israel His 
commandments at Mt Sinai through Moses.  Then, to His disciples, Y’shua 
reaffirmed the meaning and applicability of those commandments that He 
issued at Mt Sinai for His New Covenant people (see Matthew 5-7, all the 
teaching of Y’shua is Torah-based). 
 
Thus, if we love Him and desire to obey His commandments as He said we 
would, it is important to understand what those commandments are and 
what they mean.  One such difficult-to-understand commandment is found 
in Lev 19:27 and reads as follows: 
 

Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges 
of your beard. (Emphasis mine NIV) 

 
Background 
 
This commandment sounds like Elohim

2
 does not want men to cut their 

hair or beards.  If this is so, then nearly every male believer in Y’shua is in 
violation of Elohim's will regarding their hair. 
 
In addition to the Lev 19:27 text quoted above, there are two other major 
texts in the Torah which describe the need for men to abstain from 
trimming the beard.  The first is in Lev 21:5 which read: 
 

Priests must not shave their heads or shave off the edges of 
their beards or cut their bodies (NIV) 

                                                           
1
 Torah is generally referred to as the first five Books in the Bible which Moses wrote. In 
these Books are the 613 instructions of YHWH on what you may and may not do (Order our 
booklet of the “True Doctrine of Law and Grace” for more information) 
2
 Elohim is a Hebrew word which expresses the concept of divinity or deity, notably used as a 
name of God in Judaism. It is use both as a plural and in the male form 



4 

 

And the other is in Deut 14:1, which the New International Version (with 
Hebrew naming convention added) renders: 

 
You are the children of YHWH your Elohim.  
Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the 
dead. 

 
The Orthodox Jews interpret this mitzvah (commandment) to avoid cutting 
the beard at face value.  It is normal for Orthodox males to have long, 
untrimmed beards and long hair at the sides of their heads.  To their credit, 
the Orthodox Jews are zealous to obey the Torah.  They do not allow 
current cultural or popular trends to influence the way they live.  This 
has the effect of "setting them apart" from all others.  The long beards are 
a tell-tale sign of an individual who is striving to obey Elohim's Word. 
 
But the mere appearance of obedience to the Torah does not mean that 
they are actually in compliance with the intended meaning of this 
commandment.  A long history of man-inspired tradition and erroneous 
interpretation has led the Orthodox to miss the true interpretation of many 
of their own Scriptures handed down to them from Moshe

3
 and the 

prophets.   
 
Therefore, the precise meaning of Lev 19:27 and other texts like it need to 
be re-examined.  Thus, it drives us to find out the exact meaning of the 
three texts as cited above.  Only in open-minded and level-headed thinking 
and research and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit of Elohim, can we 
ascertain the intention of such commandments as these.  So, without 
further commotion, let's dig in. 
 
Shaving the Forehead for the Dead in Deut 14:1 
 
Our first task is to examine the text of Devarim (Deuteronomy) 14:1 to 
discover its precise meaning.  Here is the Hebrew script of Devarim 14:1: 
  

׃למת�עיניכם�בין�קרחה�ולא־תׂשימו�תתגדדו�לא�אלהיכם�ליהוה�אתם�בנים  

 
The following are popular English Bible translations of this verse: 
 

Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut 
yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the 
dead. (King James Version) 

                                                           
3
 Hebrew for Moses 
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You are the sons of the LORD your God; you shall not cut 
yourselves nor shave your forehead for the sake of the dead. 
(NAS) 
 
You are the children of the LORD your God.  
Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of your heads for the 
dead. (NIV) 
 
Since you are the people of the LORD your God, never cut 
yourselves or shave the hair above your foreheads for the sake of 
the dead. (New Living Translation) 
 

A direct translation from the Hebrew is not much different.  This is because 
the words are very clear to understand: 
 

You are the sons of YHWH your Elohim; you shall not cut 
yourselves nor make baldness between your eyes on behalf of 
the dead.  

 
This verse refers to a well known mourning custom of the pagans.  The 
people of the world, who do not know Elohim the Creator, both in ancient 
times and in modern culture, perform radical and sometimes bazaar acts 
against their own bodies while mourning over their dead.  Cutting the 
body for the dead was and still is practiced by many religions around the 
world.   
 
Some Catholics, Muslims, Satan worshippers, and others perform ritual 
hacking of their bodies to draw blood in mourning for and in remembrance 
of their dead loved ones and heroes.  A contemporary example of this is 
reported on every year by the media as Muslims memorialize one of their 
great ones.  Participants gash themselves and teach their little ones to 
slash themselves as well, usually across the head. 
   
This kind of meaningless and vain worship is what Rav Sha'ul

4
 was 

referring to in his letter to the Colossians when he states: 
 

These are all destined to perish with use, founded as they are on 
human commands and teachings.  Even though they have the 
appearance of wisdom with their self-imposed worship and false 
humility achieved by an unsparing treatment of the body-- 

                                                           
4
 Rabbi Paul 
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wisdom with no true value—their practice, in reality, results in 
fleshly indulgence.

5
  

 
The Creator Elohim does not desire that we mistreat ourselves, cut or 
harm ourselves in any way.  This is not acceptable worship to Him.  He 
made us in His image and requires that we love our own bodies because 
they are the temple of Elohim. 
 
The Torah speaks to the kind of worship which Elohim is looking for in us 
and also to the kind of worship He rejects.  He first tells us that He wants 
us to obey His commandments, not the commandments of the religious 
systems of men: 
 

These are the decrees and laws you must be careful to follow in 
the land that YHWH, the Elohim of your fathers, has given you to 
possess as long as you live in the land.   
Destroy completely all the places on the high mountains and on the 
hills and under every spreading tree where the nations you are 
dispossessing worship their gods.   
Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones and burn their 
Asherah poles in the fire; cut down the idols of their gods and wipe 
out their names from those places.   
You must not worship YHWH your Elohim in their way

6
.   

 
YHWH demands that we worship Him His way--the righteous way.  The 
ways of man are detestable to Him and thus, He doesn't receive such 
worship that men think is acceptable: 
 

You must not worship YHWH your Elohim in their way, 
because in worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable 
things YHWH hates.  
They even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to 
their gods.   
See that you do all I command you; do not add to it or take 
away from it

7
.  

 
Cutting our selves and making baldness on the forehead on behalf of 
the dead flies in the face of what YHWH wants for us.  So it is clear by the 
context of this verse that the prohibition of making baldness on the 
forehead is not a desirable rule for all Israel.  

                                                           
5
 Col 2:22-23 
6
 Devarim (Deuteronomy) 12:1-4 
7
 Devarim 12:31, 32 
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The Prohibitions for the Priests in Lev 21:1-6 
 
The prohibition instructed to the priests who are told not to shave off the 
corner of their beards also comes in the context of things done during 
funeral activities: 

 
Then YHWH said to Moshe, "Speak to the priests, the sons of 
Aharon, and say to them: 'No one shall defile himself for a dead 
person among his people ...

8
 

 
The whole of verses 1-6 are speaking to a particular situation: things not to 
be done on behalf of a dead person.  Priests are told that they may not 
defile themselves (i.e. participate in the funeral by touching a corpse) 
except in the case of a brother, a sister, a mother, a father or a close 
relative.  He may not even defile himself by touching his own dead wife!!   
 
Then on the tail of this instruction comes verse 5 of Leviticus 21: 
   

ׂשרטת׃�יׂשרטו�לא�ובבׂשרם�יגלחו�לא�זקנם�ופאת�בראׁשם�קרחה�לא־יקרחה  

 
The popular English Bible translations render this verse as follows:  
 

They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall 
they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings 
in their flesh. (King James Version) 
 
They shall not make any baldness on their heads, nor shave 
off the edges of their beards, nor make any cuts in their flesh. 
(NAS) 
 
Priests must not shave their heads or shave off the edges of 
their beards or cut their bodies. (NIV) 
 
They shall not shave smooth any part of their heads or cut the 
side-growth of their beards or make gashes in their flesh. (New 
Living Translation) 

 
I would render it (literally) this way: 
 

                                                           
8
 Vayiqra (Leviticus) 21:1  
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They shall not make baldness on their heads, and the sides of their 
beard they shall not shave, and in their flesh they shall not cut 
incisions. 

 
This sounds very much like the prohibitions of Deut 14:1 which was clearly 
shown to be instructions concerning prohibitions during mourning for 
the dead.  So, Lev 21:5 also, when the immediate context is consulted 
(verses 1-4), it is referring to mourning customs of the pagans.   
 
The priests of YHWH, who are especially called to be set-apart from sin 
and sinful practices, are called to be especially pure and clean.  Priests are 
a testimony to the purity of the Creator by completely avoiding 
engagement in the original practices of the pagans who mourn for their 
dead by cutting their flesh and body hair.   
 
The Prohibition of Trimming the Beard in Lev 19:27 
 
With the above two passages of Torah which prohibit cutting the beard as 
a mourning ritual, we approach Lev 19:27, which in the Hebrew reads: 
 

זקנך׃�פאת�את�תׁשחית�ולא�ראׁשכם�פאת�תקפו�לא �

�
Again, the popular English Bible translations interpret as follows: 
 

Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou 
mar the corners of thy beard. (King James Version) 
 
'You shall not round off the side-growth of your heads nor harm 
the edges of your beard. (NAS)  
 
Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the 
edges of your beard. (NIV)  
 
You shall not round off the side-growth on your head, or 
destroy the side-growth of your beard. (New Living) 

 
My translation is: 

 
You shall not trim the side of your heads and you shall not ruin the 
side of your beard. 
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Is this prohibition parallel to the other two verses in the Bible, or is this 
referring to a different situation?  Let's look at the immediate context (the 
next verse) of this prohibition: 
 

28 
You shall not slash your body for a dead person or incise a 

tattoo on yourself. I am YHWH. 
 
Wow!  There it is again!  This prohibition given to all Israel to refrain from 
cutting or marring the hair on one’s head is immediately followed by 
another prohibition against ritual self-infliction of injury on behalf of 
the dead.   
 
Following the Hebrew language pattern, one may even translate these 
two verses without a period (i.e., as a continuation of the same thought) by 
rendering it as follows: 
 

You shall not trim the side of your heads and you shall not ruin the 
side of your beard and you shall not slash your body for a dead 
person or incise a tattoo on yourself. I am YHWH. 

 
The phrase "for a dead person" actually should be understood to apply 
to each of the three prohibitions and to the prohibition that follows 
regarding tattooing the flesh!  Just as in the preceding two passages in 
the Torah, this one also is clearly speaking to the specific practices done 
by the pagans when they mourn for their dead.  These practices of 
cutting the flesh and cutting the hair on the head for the dead are always 
prohibited for YHWH's people, whether priests or otherwise. 
 
Nowhere in the Torah are the sons of Israel ever told that they must 
never cut their hair or trim their beards.  What the sons of Israel are 
told to do is to refrain from participating in the ritual mourning 
practices of the pagans! 
 
There is only one case in Scripture when a man is commanded not to cut 
his hair or beard.  This is when taking the Nazirite vow as seen in Numbers 
6.  In this instance, one who takes this vow is to do so for a predetermined 
length of time, after which, he may again shave and drink of the fruit of 
the vine.  But this is the only time when the Scripture commands one to 
refrain from cutting the hair or the beard (apart from the case of mourning 
for the dead). 
 
Rabbinical interpretation has all "Torah-observant" Jews letting their hair 
and their beards grow long and ragged.  This is a long standing tradition 



10 

 

that has handcuffed Jews for centuries; yea, even millennia, and now 
lately Christian Torah-observant Believers as well.  But there is no 
requirement in the written Scriptures for obedient members of the 
community of Israel to let their hair and beards grow unchecked.   
 
As in the background graphic depicting a devout Jew with a long beard, 
the Jews wear their beards as a sign of their obedience to Torah.  
Ironically, the long beard is not a requirement of the written Scriptures.  
Rather, the long, untrimmed beard can be interpreted as a sign worn by 
one who is entrapped by the Oral Tradition

9
 of the Rabbis! The 

Scriptures clearly say we are not allowed to add or take away from the 
Torah

10
.  

 
But let me add, there is nothing fundamentally wrong with growing one’s 
beard untrimmed.  But one must be careful that we do not grow our beards 
"for a show" like the Pharisees who did many things "for a show" such as 
praying long, loud public prayers, and wearing their tassels very long so as 
to be noticed and thought to be "more righteous." 
 
Scriptural Requirements for Cutting the Hair and Beard 
 
Additional support for the interpretation of cutting your beard is found in the 
Torah.   
 
Not only is there no commandment in the written Torah directed at all men 
telling us not to cut the hair on the head or the beard, but there are explicit 
times when a complete shaving of the hair on the head and the beard 
are required.  One such time is when someone has an infection on the 
head or in the beard: 
 

When a man or a woman has an infection on the head or in the 
beard, the priest is to examine the infection, and if it appears to be 

                                                           
9
 The Oral Traditions, also known as the Oral Law or Torah, denotes man’s legal and 
interpretative traditions of the Written Torah received by Moses. The Oral Torah is not written 
in the Bible and is man’s interpretation of the Written Torah. According to Rabbinic Judaism, 
the Oral Torah, Oral Law, or Oral Tradition was given by God orally to Moses in conjunction 
with the written Torah, after which it was passed down orally through the ages. Later to be 
codefied and written in the Talmud – a Jewish Book -- and is the record of the Oral Torah. 
The form of Judaism which does not recognize an Oral Torah as authoritative, instead relying 
on the most natural meaning of the Written Torah to form the basis of Jewish law, is known as 
Karaite Judaism 
10
 Deut 4:2: Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 

ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command 
you.  
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deeper than the skin and the hair in it is reddish yellow and thin, 
then the priest is to pronounce the person unclean.  
It is scall, a disease of the head or the beard.   
But if the priest examines the scall infection and it does not appear 
to be deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, then the 
priest is to quarantine the person with the scall infection for seven 
days.   
The priest must then examine the infection on the seventh day, 
and if the scall has not spread, there is no reddish yellow hair in it, 
and the scall does not appear to be deeper than the skin, then the 
individual is to shave himself, but he must not shave the scall, 
and the priest is to quarantine the person with the scall for another 
seven days

11
.  

 
This requirement to shave himself applies only to the person who has the 
infection.  If there were a requirement to NOT shave the hair or cut the 
beard, then this commandment would contradict the other. 
 
Another case is the purification of any diseased person: 
 

"This is the instruction of the diseased person on the day of his 
purification, when he is brought to the priest....  
"The one being cleansed must then wash his clothes, shave off all 
his hair, and bathe in water, and so be clean.  
Then afterward he may enter the camp, but he must live outside 
his tent seven days.   
When the seventh day comes he must shave all his hair--his 
head, his beard, his eyebrows, all his hair--and he must wash 
his clothes, bathe his body in water, and so be clean

12
.  

 
Again, practical issues sometimes require the shaving of the hair and 
beard.  But YHWH does not require it of everyone. 
 
Making Baldness on the Head for the Dead: The Prophets Speak 
 
Isaiah confirms that making baldness on the head and shaving the 
beard is a ritual custom of the pagans in mourning over their dead: 

 
They went up to the temple, the people of Dibon went up to the 
high places to lament.  

                                                           
11
 Lev 13:29-33 

12
 Lev 14:2, 8, 9 
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Because of what happened to Nebo and Medeba, Moab wails. 
Every head is shaved bare, every beard is trimmed off.   
In their streets they wear sackcloth; on their roofs and in their town 
squares all of them wail, they fall down weeping

13
.  

 
The mourning of these nations and peoples is a result of the judgment 
which was to come upon them.  Jeremiah, likewise, affirms that shaving 
the heads was a common mourning ritual: 
 

For the time has come to destroy all the Philistines.  
The time has come to destroy all the help that remains for Tyre and 
Sidon.  
For I, YHWH, will destroy the Philistines, that remnant that came 
from the island of Crete.   
The people of Gaza will shave their heads in mourning.  
The people of Ashkelon will be struck dumb.  
How long will you cut yourselves to show your sorrow, you who are 
left of Philistia's power?

14
  

 
And again, the mourning customs of Moab is described: 
 

For all of them will shave their heads in mourning.  
They will all cut off their beards to show their sorrow.  
They will all make gashes in their hands.  
They will all put on sackcloth.  
On all the housetops in Moab and in all its public squares there will 
be nothing but mourning.  
For I will break Moab like an unwanted jar.  
I, YHWH, affirm it

15
.   

 
Even Israel, in her day of judgment, will mourn in a way that YHWH 
forbids: 
 

They will wear sackcloth, terror will cover them; shame will be on 
all their faces, and all of their heads will be shaved bald

16
.   

 
 
 
 

                                                           
13
 Isaiah 15:2-3 

14
 Jer 47:4-5 

15
 Jer 48:37-38 

16
 Ezek 27:18 
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And the judgment of Tyre is described by the same mourning rituals: 
 

They will lament loudly over you and cry bitterly.  
They will throw dust on their heads and roll in the ashes; they will 
tear out their hair because of you, and put on sackcloth, and they 
will bitterly weep over you with intense mourning

17
.  

 
And finally, Amos describes a time when YHWH's judgments will bring 
about mourning for the nations: 
 

In that day," says Adonai YHWH, "I will make the sun set at noon, 
and make the earth dark in the middle of the day.   
I will turn your festivals into funerals, and all your songs into funeral 
dirges.  
I will make everyone wear funeral clothes and cause every head 
to be shaved bald.  
I will make you mourn as if you had lost your only son; when it 
ends it will indeed have been a bitter day

18
.  

 
Quite clearly, the prophets confirm our findings from the Torah that 
mourning of the pagans is accompanied by cutting the body, cutting the 
hair and cutting the beard.  And YHWH has instructed His people not to do 
these things. 
 
Facts Established 
 

• There is not one verse in the Bible that states we must grow a beard 
and are not allowed to cut it at all.  

• Pagans, during their pagan ritual mourning practices, cut their 
beards, heads and flesh when they mourned for the dead. 

• YHWH said we must not be associated with these pagan practices. 

• Beards were cut many times in Scripture when it was permitted by 
YHWH. 

• The beard-growing amongst Orthodox Jews, and lately Torah- 
observant Christians is a result of the Oral Traditions

19
 (Oral Torah) 

instructions and not what the Torah teaches. 

                                                           
17
 Ezek 27:30, 31 

18
 Amos 8:9-10 

19
 The Oral Traditions, also known as the Oral Law or Torah, denotes man’s legal and 
interpretative traditions of the Written Torah received by Moses. The Oral Torah is not written 
in the Bible and is man’s interpretation of the Written Torah. According to Rabbinic Judaism, 
the Oral Torah, Oral Law, or Oral Tradition was given by God orally to Moses in conjunction 
with the written Torah, after which it was passed down orally through the ages. Later to be 
codefied and written in the Talmud – a Jewish Book -- and is the record of the Oral Torah. 
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• YHWH made it clear that we are not allowed to add to His Written 
Torah – Deut 4:2. 

 
Closing Thoughts  
 
The long-standing practice of the Jews, and lately Torah-observant 
Christians, to let their hair and especially their beards to grow long and 
untrimmed is a result of the Oral tradition, not of the written Scriptures.  
One should never do something just because a religious person does it.  
This applies particularly to worship practices and mourning rituals. 
 
YHWH has given us the freedom to grow the hair and beard as we please, 
with very few exceptions and requirements.  Let us not add to the Torah 
by insisting on things which YHWH does not insist on, nor should we 
prohibit things which YHWH does not prohibit.   
 
Freedom in Messiah Y’shua means being released from the Oral 
Traditions, practices and customs of men and their made-up 
commandments, exactly as He said: 
 

But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tradition? 

And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye 
made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 

But in vain they do worship me,  
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men20. 

 
 

We inform – You choose
21

                                                                               
Never be guilty of: "By your traditions you make the Word of God of non effect"

22 
 

                                                                                                                                     

The form of Judaism which does not recognize an Oral Torah as authoritative, instead relying 
on the most natural meaning of the Written Torah to form the basis of Jewish law, is known as 
Karaite Judaism 
20
 Mat 15:3, 6 9   

21
 The truth of the Torah makes you see the mistranslations in the New Covenant. It's 
amazing how you can look at the epistles of Rabbi Paul one way and it looks like he's leading 
the body of Messiah away from Torah, when in reality, he's leading them to Torah. A paradox 
of vantage point. Let us remember, the intent of the law maker constitutes the law. We need 
to walk a mile or two in our Hebrew Messiah's shoes 
22
 Mat 15:3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your tradition? Mat 15:6 And honour not his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition  
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Hebraic Roots (Y’shua centered Messiah Studies) or,                                  
Midrashic Eschatology (Jewish approach to End-Time Events) 
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That 'narrow way' is the path of Torah, 
which is the mission of the Believer …  
to continuously direct you to the Cross. 

 
 
 
 

"If you are going to achieve excellence in big things,  
you develop the habit in little matters of Torah. 

 
 
 
 

Excellence is not an exception,  
it is a prevailing attitude."  
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